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To his moft eminent Highnefs 


Don ANTHONY EMANUEL de VILHENA, 

Grand Master of the Order of St. John of 
* Jerusalem. * 


S I R, 

I Have the honour to lay before your 
Highnefs a work, which is moil properly 
yours, as it contains the hiftory of your or- 
der. You have here an account of the glo- 
rious adtions which have been wrought by 
your predeceffors, in different ages, for the 
defence of the altars and effates of Chriften- 
dom. Thofe great men, who filled the world 
with the reputation of their arms, and the 
fame of their valour, were no lefs diitinguiih- 
ed by their firm adherence to the obftrvauon 
of a religious difcipline. 

As you, Sir, have been juffly raifed to the 
fame high employment, you place, your foie 
glory in the imitation of their virtues. Like 
them, you fecure to Chriftians the liberty of 
navigation, at the fame time that you labour 
to maxe j'uffice and unity, peace and piety 
to flourilh in your order, k is thefe qualifi- 
cations which have drawn upon you the un- 
animous prayers of all your brethren, for the 
a 2 long 
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long continuance of fo happy a government. 
Accept, Sir, of my ardent wifhes in particu- 
lar for your prefervation, and of the profound 
refpect, with which I am,. 


S I R, 


Your Eminency’s 


tnoft humble and 


molt obedient fervant, 


l’Abbe deVertot. 
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PREFACE. 

I A M at a lofs to know what fort of reception 
this hiftory will meet with from the public ; for 
though I have been flattered with the hopes of 
fuccefs, by* the kind encouragement my friends 
have given me, to proceed in fo laborious an un- 
dertaking, I am but too well acquainted with my 
own inabilities, and the difficulties of the work it- 
fielf, to place any great confidence in the too good- 
natured judgments which have been formed al- 
ready in my favour For to pafs by the necefflty I 
have been under of looking back into ages above 
fix hundred years diftant from us, I have been far- 
ther obliged, even in times fo remote, to trace out 
only the faint glimmerings of a dark original* 
which muff: of confequence be the lefs likely to 
give a juft fatisfaftion to the reader’s curiofityv 
And befldes, after all the pains I have taken, and 
the many years I have been employed upon this 
fubjedt, 1 cannot but own at laft, that, till I had fi- 
nished it, I was not fenfible how far I had fallen 
fhort of that perfe&ion, which the nature of fuch 
a work requires. 

It is true indeed, that if we can ftand the fhock 
of fo obfeure a beginning, and overlook the firft 
fa<fts, wherein we have fo fmall a (hare of concern, 
the fucceeding ages will furnifh us wiih fuch extra- 
ordinary examples of pieiy and courage, as will 
fufliciently make amends for the barrennefs of the 
former, and abundantly fupply, by the choice of 
matter, any defeats in form, which may have arofe 
from my manner of writing. We (hall there read 
of an illuftrious body of monks, confined at firft 
to the narrow bounds of an hofpital, who, amidft 
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the humiliations of a careful attendance upon the 
fick, and provilion for the poor, extended their 
zeal and their power fo far, as to take up arms a- 
gainft the infidels, the profefied enemies of the 
chriftian religion, and united in one the differing 
virtues of two diftinft profcilions, fo feemingly op- 
pofite in their nature. 

The garb of thefe military monks was plain and 
modeft ; they referved magnificence for the orna* 
ment of their altars; and the poor and the pilgrim 
reaped the advantage of the frugality of their tables. 
They never left the apartments of the fick, but to 
give themfelves up to prayer, or to take the field 
againft the enemies of the crofs, which was at once 
their ftandard and their habit. No ambition could 
fire the breafts of our noble warriors, where virtue 
was the only road that could lead to advancement ; 
whilft their charity, their firft engagement, and the 
very bond of all the chriftian virtues, did not for* 
ake them, even in their confli&s with the infidels ; 
for notwithstanding all the advantages they gained 
over them in battle, they were fatisfied with dif- 
arming the barbarians, and, amidft the triumphs 
of a victory, fought only to converr the enemy* or 
at haft to difablc them from dcing mifehief. 

Such was the golden age of the order of St; 
John of Jerufalem. In after times indeed, it mu ft 
be owned, the knights gtew more remifs in the fe- 
vere practice of fo many different virtues; and it 
is but too notorious, that the religious character 
was often loft in the foldier.^ I he reader will 
eaftly obferve, that this change of manners has 
caft a (hade upon fome parts of my narration. 
And yet, notwithftanding this effeft of human 
frailty, unleis l am milled by a too partial regard 
for my own performance, I cannot but be of opi- 
nion, that the like fpirit of difintereftednefs and 
zeal, the like purity of manners, and intrepidity in 
the midft of the greateft dangers, was never kept 

up 
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up, through fo long a fucceffion of fo many ages, 
in any one of the military orders, which have been 
difpeefed throughout the feveral countries of Chri- 
ftendom ; nor has there been any, where luxury 
sind an over earneft purfuit after wealth and plea- 
fures have obtained lo late an admifQon. 

I have purpofely omitted, in this hiftory, fome 
furprizing accounts, which are to be met with in 
the annals of the order ; and in particular the con- 
verfion of Ifmenia, a Sarazen princefs of mod ex- 
quifite beauty, as are all the heroines in the antient 
chronicles, whom the author has conveyed in one 
night from Egypt into Picardy, in company with 
three knights of the order, who were all of them 
brothers, and had each a great fhare in the lady’s 
converfion ; a pious fable, which may juftly deferve 
to be rejedled with the reft of the old legendary 
ftories, that are rather calculated to raife the mirth 
of libertines, than promote the edification of pious 
and well-difpofed perfons. 

The firft thirteen books of this hiftory are wrote 
in the way of narrative, and conclude with the 
death of the grand mafter John de la Valette in 
1 568. The fourteenth is drawn up in form of an- 
nals, and give a fuccintt account of the moft con- 
Uderable tranfaftions from 1568, to the prefent 
time. And the fourteenth treats of the govern- 
ment of the order. 


* THE 


Digitized by Google 



Digitized by 


Google 



THE 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


INIGHTS of MALTA. 


B O O K I. 

T HE Hiftory I have taken upon me to write, 
is that of a fraternity of Hofpitallers, which 
afterwards became a military fociety, and 
at iaft a fovereign order ; inftituted upon the mo- 
tives of charity, and prompted by a zeal for the 
defence of the Holy Land, to take up arms againft 
the infidels ; an order, which, am id ft the noile and 
clafhing of fwords, and with a continual war upon 
their hands, was capable of joining the peaceable 
virtues of religion with the moft diftinguifhiog cou- 
rage in the field. 

This union of two profeffions fo remote and di- 
fbant from each other, till then unknown to the 
world, the piety and bravery of thefe military friars, 
their zeal for the defence of the Chriftians, the nu- 
merous fights and battles in which they have been 
engaged for near feven hundred years, and the va- 
rious fuccefs of their arms ; all theft particulars 
feem to me an objeil worthy the regard and confi- 
deration of mankind ; and poflibly the public will 
not look upon the hiftory of thefe foldiers of Jcfus 
Chrift without furprife and admiration, who, like 
a fecond race of Maccabees, have couftantly oppo- 
Vol.I. A fed 
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fed the arms of the infidels with a faith as firm as 
their courage has been invincible. 

But before we enter upon the indention of this 
order, 1 think jt necrflfary to .acquaint the reader 
with the date of Afia at that time ; to inform him 
from what country the fir 11 infidels they made war 
upon came ; to lay before him the religion, the 
power, and the forces of thofe barbarians, and e- 
fpecially their declared hatred to the Chridians 2 
all which cireumftances, though indeed prior to the 
foundation of this order, yet feem to have fome 
cormeftion with the biftory, as a preliminary and 
introdu&ion to it, and the knowledge of which 
will ferve to cleanup -the particulars related in the 
courfe of it. 

That part of Afia which lies between the Euxine 
or Black-fea and the .Euphrates, was, in the begin* 
uing of the feventh century, flill under the domi* 
nion of the Romans, whole vaft empire had fwal- 
lowed up the mod puilTant dates of our continent* 

' But after the death of Theodofius the Great, . 

Anno this formidable empire began to decline, be- 
395. ing weakened either by the incurfions of the 
barbarians, or perhaps likewife by the divi- 
fion and difmembering of it by his fons the empe- 
rors Arcadius and Honorius, princes of a weak 
and unenterprifing fpirit, who only lent their names 
to the tranfaftions of their reigns, and were both 
governed by imperious miniders, who had made 
themfeives the tyrants and lords of their maders. 

Mod of the eadern emperors that fucceeded Ar- 
cadius, either for fear of being dethroned by uiurp- 
ers, or being fuch themfeives, were lefs felicitous 
of a military name and reputation, and of putting 
a dop to the inroads of the barbarians, than of 
maintaining themfeives upon the throne. Being 
always upon their guard againd their own fubje&s, 
they durd not turn their backs upon the capital of 
the empire, or venture beyond the bounds of their 

palace, 
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palace, for fear fome rebel fhould feize them ; and 
the utmoft happinefs they aimed, at was to enjoy' 
the charms of fovereign power in a flothful and 
uoa&ive magnificence. Thofe famous Cefars, the 
mafters of the world, were no more to be found 
under the imperial purple : thefe later emperors 
had nothing but the name j and the majefty of the 
empire was now no more to be feen but in the vain 
ornaments with which they covered their weaknefs 
and cowardice. 

lteligion was no lefs a fufferer than the ftate by 
fo wretched an admini ft ration. The eaft was at that 
time infefted with feveral herefies, the offspring and 
effeft of the Warm imagination and too refining dif- 
pofition of the Greeks. Some bifhops and monks, 
attempting to explain the various myfteries of the 
incarnation after a manner too much adapted to 
human capacity, had involved themfelves in error ; 
and to compleat the misfortune, they had found out 
means to engage feveral emperors in their party, 
who, in ft cad of oppofing the incurfions of the bar- 
barians* thought they had no other enemies but 
inch as declared againft their errors. 

The empire, however, in the midft of all thefe 
confufions, ftill iupported itfclf by the weight of 
its own grandeur, and about the beginning of the 
feventh century, the Emperor Heraclius had gained 
fbme advantages over the Scythians and Perfians. 
But while that prince was engaged with thefe bar* 
barians, and employed in revenging the ravages 
they had committed upon the empire, there ap* 
peared in the deferts of Arabia one of thofe reftlefs 
and ambitious mortals, which feem to be born only 
to change the face of the univerfe ; and whofe fol- 
lowers having wrefted the moft beautiful provinces 
of the eaft out of the hands of the Greeks, at 
length gave the laft and fatal blow to this empire, • 
and buried it in its own ruins. 

The reader will eafiiy perceive that I am fpeaking 
A -2 of 
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of Mahomet, the moft crafty and dangerous impw^ 
llor that had ever appeared in Atf a. He was bom* 
at Mecca, a city of Arabia Pctrsea, about 
568 or the end of the fixth century, of idolatrous 
571. parents of the tribe of the Goraftiites of 
Gorifians, the beft family in the nation', 
and who, according to the ufual vaunt of moft of 
the Arabians, boafted themfelves to be the progeny 
of Abraham, by Kedar, the ion of ifhmael. By 
his * father’s death, Mahomet became an orphan 
in his early years, and was left without any patri- 
mony or fubfiftence. However, one of his f uncles 
took upon himlelf the care of his education, and 
' for feveral years employed him in trade and com- 
* merce. From him he went into the fervice of a 
rich widow named Cadigha, who at firft took him 
/or her factor, and afterwards made him her huf- 
band. A match (o greatly to his. advantage, «„and 
fo much above his hopes, the plentiful eftate of his 
wife, and the improvements made to it by his own 
induftry, filled his mind with the thoughts of gran* 
deur and independency. His ambition increafed 
with his fortune, and fcarce was he free from a ftacc 
of bafenefs and fervitude, when riches without do- 
minion were too little to fatisfy his vaft defires, and 
he carried his aims to fo daring a pitch, as to afpirc 
to the fovereign authority over his country. 

Of the various methods he pitched upon for the 
accompliftiment of this great defign, none appeared 
more feafiblc to him than the cftablifhmcnt of a 
new xeligion, an engine which many of his prede- 
ceflbrs in impofture had already made ufc of. Ara* 
bla was as that time peopled by Idolaters, Jews, and 
Chriftians, by Cathoiicks and Schifmaticks. The 
inhabitants of Mecca were all idolaters, and fo very 
ignorant, that, excepting $ one fingle man that had 
travelled, they could none of them either read or 

* Abdollah. f Abu-taltW, J Waraka. 

writ^ 


Digitized by Google 


KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 5 

write. This ignorance and diverfity of worfhip 
feemed a favourable circumftance to Mahomet ; 
and though he was no better a fchoiar than his 
neighbours, though he could neither write nor 
read, and was beiides efteemed a man of bad mo- 
'rals, yet he had the aflurance to form a defign of 
fetting up for a prophet in his own country, and in 
the very face of thofe who were eye -witneffts of his 
incontinence. 

But as this tranfltion, from a voluptuous life to * 
fo intimate a communication with heaven, would , 
not eafily -find credit in the world, he quitted the 
companions and minifters of his pleafures, under 
the pretence of an entire change in his manners ; 
and to put a better countenance upon his pretended 
reformation, for two years together the hypocrite 
frequently retired to a cave in mount Hira, about 
a league from Mecca, where he only meditated up- 
on ways and means to bring his projeft to executi- 
on. At the end of this term, and under colour of 
being wearied with the preffing inftances of his wife, 
to difiuade him from fo melancholy a way of living, 
he pretended to intruft her with thefiftitious reve- 
lations, which he faid he had received from.hcaven 
by the miniftry of one of the higheft order of fpi- 
rits,* whom he called the angel Gabriel. And be- 
ing fubjeft to the falling ficknefs, he interpreted the 
fits of that diftemper as eeftafies, caufed, as he faid, 
by the apparition of the celeftiai minifter, whofe 
prefence he was not able to endure ; and to fpread 
the fame of thefe revelations infenfibly among the 
people, he imparted the fecret, as a matter of the 
utmoft privacy, to his wife. To be the wife of a 
.prophet was a privilege too great for her vanity to 
conceal. Cadigha foon run to acquaint her be ft 
friends with it, and the matter was no longer a fe- 
cret, as Mahomet had plainly forefeen. After this 
he opened himfelf to forhe citizens of Mecca, whom 
he thought credulous enough to be perfuaded into 
A 3 it. 
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it, and whom he aftually feduced by his art and 
addrefs. 

If we may believe * Elmacin, the Arabian hifto* 
riographer, Mahomet had a noble air and deport- 
ment, a fweet and a modeft countenance, a docile 
and ready wit, a courteous and obliging manner, 
and an infinuating converfation. Befides, he had 
ill the neceffary qualifications for the head of a par- 
ty ; profufely liberal, ready in difcerning, and ex- 
aft in difpofing of men according to their talents* 
He had all the art and referve for afting without 
umbrage or difcovery; and in the management and 
conduft of his defigns afterwards, hefhewed acon- 
flancy and courage fuperior to the greateft dangers. 
Having foon got lome difciples to countenance and 
fupport him, he made a fecret of his doftrine no 
longer, and taking his million from himfelf, he 
fet up for a preacher ; and though he was a man 
of no learning, yet he gained accefs to the ears of 
his countrymen, by the purity of his language, and 
the noble tour of his expreifions. He excelled e- 
fpecially in a certain oriental eloquence, confiding 
in parables and allegories, with which he clothed 
and involved his difcourfes. 

But as he was by no means ignorant, that every 
appearance of novelty in religion is always fufpeft- 
ed, he declared that his defign was not fo much to 
found a new religion, as to revive the ancient laws, 
which God had given to men, and 1 6 purge them 
from the fables and fuperditions with which, they 
had been blended afterwards. He added, that 
Mofcs, and Jefus the fon of Mary, had fucceffively 
preached a doftrine, truly holy to the world ; a 
doftrine, fays he, which thefe two great prophets 
confirmed by notable and fignal miracles, but that 
the Jews and Chriftians had equally altered and 
corrupted it by human traditions ; and laftly, v that 

* L, i, c, i. Hitting, hid, orient, 1, a, c, 4 , 
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God had fent him, as his laft and greateft prophet, 
even greater than Mofes and Jcfus, to purify re- 
ligion from the fables, which, under the notion of 
myfteries, men had obtruded upon it, and, if pof* 
fible, to reduce all 'mankind to an agreement in o- 
pinion, and to the profeffion of one and the fame 
faith. The cunning impoftor, having, by fuch 
difcourfes as thefe, prepared the minds of the 
people, proceeded to form his fyftetn upon two 
different models, which he borrowed from the 
Jewiih and Chriftian religion ; and to proceed wick 
the better fuccefs, he had privately, in his retreat, 
called in the afliftance of a Perfian # Jew, and a + 
Neftorian monlc, both apoftares, very well (killed 
in their refpeftive religions, and who had feverai 
times read over to him the Old and New Tefta- 
ments, out of J which he afterwards took feve- 
rai paiTages, and adapted them to his new plan; 
and when, by the help of thefe two rencgadoes, he 
had finifhed any article, he clothed it in a pompous 
and figurative ftyle, endeavouring to imitate, fomc- 
times the fubliroc in the beginning of Genefis, and 
fometimes the pathetick in the true prophets. Then 
he declared that he had received that article from 
heaven ; and under pretence of being only the mef- 
fenger and herald ot this celeftial doctrine, he re- 
ferred his objettors to the pretended author of his 
revelations, and appealed even to his ignorance it- 
felf, as a proof of the little (hare he had in this 
new religion. 

From the Jews he borrowed the principle relating 
to the exiftence and unity of one only God, with- 
out multiplication of the divine perfons ; and at the 
fame time he prefled the belief ot a refurrettion, of 
the univerfal judgement, and of the rewards and 
punifhments of another life. The Chriftians fur- 
nifhed him with the cswmple of a lent fad, which 

* Abdias Benfalon. + Sergiu* aliter Bahira. 

% See the difeourfc upon the Alcoup, at the cad of the fourth vo- 
lume, 

he 
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he prelcribed to his followers, of the frequertt ule 
of prayer, which he fixed to five times in a day, of 
charity towards the poor, and the forgivenefs of e- 
netnies. And in regard to the pagans, he admit- 
ted an odd kind of prcdeftination, which the an- 
cient idolaters generally called deftiny, a decree, 
which they believed eternal and uncontroulable, e- 
ven by the will of their gods. 

This medley of different religions, in which eve- 
ry one imagined he faw the traces of his former 
belief, milled fcveral citizens of Mecca ; and fuch. 
was the aft and contrivance of the impoftor, that 
he endeavoured to eftabHQi his errors by the pro* 
fefiion of fome great truths, and the feeming prac- 
tice of as great virtues. 1 he magiftrate of Mecca 
being alarmed at the progrefs of this fe&, profcrib- 
cd the author and all that adhered to him ; upon 
which the falfe prophet fled to another city of A- 
rabia Petrsca, called Yatrib, which he afterwards 
named Medina-al-nabi, or the city of the prophet. 
This flight, fo famous among the Mahometans, 
and called in their language the Hegira, ferved their 
hiflorians afterwards for the asra or their chronolo- 
. gy. And the firft year of the * Muflul- 

man period, according to the mod recei- 
1 ' ved opinion, falls upon the twenty-fecond 
year of the feventh century. 

Mahomet being convinced, by the rifk he had 
run at Mecca, that per fuafioh alone was not the 
way to accomplifh his ambitious dcflgns, refolved 
to have recourfe to arms * The impoftor did not 
fail to fummon heaven to his affiftance ; and it wa$ 
not long before he gave out, that the angel Gabriel 
had brought him a fword from God, with orders 
to fubdue all fuch as fhould refufe to embrace his 
new religion* 

• Note, the Muflulman year confifts of twelve lurar months, 
which Is only three hundred ahd fifty-four days $ fo that thirty-three 
tf cur years is very near thirty- four of theirs, 

Wfc 
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We are not to look elfewhere for the caufe of 
Aat attonifhing progrefs, which, in fo fhort a time, 
this impious fe£t made in Arabia, and afterward? 
in the greatett part of the letter Alia. And it i$ 
highly probable, that if Mahomet could have fore- 
men as much, he would have fpared himfelf the 
pains of forging fa many revelations, and adjutting 
fo great a number of materials, borrowed from o- 
thcr religions. This armed apoftle began this new 
kind of million with iuvading his neighbours. The 
lure of plunder, which haa fo many charms in the 
eyes of the Arabians, drew a great number to his 
ftandard* No caravan could pafs near his quarters 
without being expofed to pillage ; and by a&ing 
the robber, he infenfibiy attained to the fortune of 
a conqueror. Of his foldiers and vanquiihcd ene- 
mies he made new difciples, whom he called Muf- 
folmen, that is to fay. Believers, or fuch as are en- 
tered into the way of falvation, Being now as great 
a foldier as he was an eloquent preacher, he fooa 
made himfelf matter of Mecca, and moft of the 
fortified towns and cattles of Arabia yielded to the 
forqe of his arms *. He was feconded in thefe wars 
by Abubekre his father-in-law, by Aly his coufin 
and fon-in law, and by Omar and Otman, all four 
his apoftles and principal officers, fanatics in good 
earned, and who became. the willing fubjefts of an 
hnpoftor, to whom they had at firft been only dif- 
ciples. Mahomet, by his courage and conduct was 
enabled to unite the facerdotal with the imperial au- 
thority in his own perfon, ar.d in the fpace 
of twenty- three years of his pretended a- 633 or 
pottolate, others fay in ten, almott all A- 632. 
rabia was reduced under his dominion, 
and at the fame time had embraced his new religion. 

The falfe prophet, at his death, had nominated 
Aly, his daughter Fatima’s hulband, for his fuc- 

* Ale. c. 4. Cantacazeni arat. 1. felt. 12. 
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ceflor t but Mahomet’s fon-in law found, by expe- 
rience, that the laft wills of the moft abfolute prin- 
ces are generally buried in their graves. Abubckre, 
being much older than Aly, was preferred before 
him by the intereft of Omar and Otman r who, by 
making choice of a man in years,, opened them- 
felves a paflage in their turn to the lame dignity. 
This election of Abubekre gave rife afterwards to 
fchifms and civil wars among the Mahometans. 
The furceflbrs of Mahomet took the title of Ca- 
liphs, i e. vicars of the prophet, cr of Almoume*- 
nuns, i. e. princes or commanders of the faithful . 
Thele firft lucceflors> full of that fire and zeal 
which a new religion always infpires, fpread the 
doftrine of their matter, and extended their own 
dominion into different countries, the one not ad- 
vancing a ftep without the other. It was not long; 
before they finifhed the conqueft of Arabia, and 
drove out the Perfians and Greeks. From the lat- 
ter, they afterwards took Damafcus, Antioch, and 
all Syria, invaded Palefline, carried Jerufalem, 
inarched into Egypt, and fubdued it, abfolutely de- 
ftroyed the Perfian monarchy, ^and made themfclves 
matters of Media, CorafTan or Ba&riana, Diarbeick 
or Mefopotamia. Then they carried the war into 
Africa, where they made as furprizing a progreft- 
as ever, and fubdued all the country that lies weft: 
of Egypt. 

Not to mention the ifles of Cyprus, Rhodes,. 
Candia, Sicily, Malta and Goza, which they either 
ravaged or made tliemfelVes matters of, nor Spain, 
where the Arabians, in the beginning of the eight 
century, founded a new empire upon the ruins of 
the GothLck monarchy ; great provinces of France, 
lituated beyond the Loire, were expofed to the fu« 
ry of their arms ; and if it had not been for the in- 
comparable bravery and valour of Charles Martel, 
the fate and fortune of this kingdom would have 
been no better than that of Spain. In a word, they 
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Digitized by Google 



II 


KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 

threatened the whole world with their chains. .And 
the miserable remains of the Greek empire would 
not at that time have been able to hold out againft 
fo formidable a power, if the heads of that nation 
had not quarrelled among themfelves. But the go* 
vcrnors of provinces being too powerful for private 
men, affumed a fovereign authority over them. We 
have feen, in different parts of Alia and Africa, 
and at different times, no lefs than five caliphs, all 
pretending to be the off-fpring of M ahomfct, . and 
the genuine interpreters of the law. Again, moft 
of thefe caliphs being buried afterwards in luxury 
and effeminacy, left the civil and military govern- 
ment of their ftates to emirs or fuhans, a fort of 
mayors of the palace, who, in a fhort time, made 
themfelves abfoiute mafiers of them, and for the 
mod part left the caliphs nothing but the infpe&ion . 
of religious affairs, the privilege of being named 
£r(Ua the public prayers, and fome other ceremo- * 
nial honours, without any power or authority. 

Of all the conqucfts gained by theft infidels, 
none more fenfibly affefted the Chriffians, than 
that of the Holy Land and the city of Jerufaletn. 
From the time of Conllantinc the Great, when 
chriftianity became the religion of the empire, that 
was the mod noted pilgrimage of all chs iftendom. 
The Greek and Latin Chriftians, out of a pious 
perfuafion that their greateft fins would be remit- 
ted at the -feet of Chi id’s tomb* were, with equal 
tagernefs, continually Hocking to Jerufalem ; and 
the rather, in that there was till then a fecure and 
cafy accefs to it through the territories of the em- 
pire. The revolution which had lately happened * 
altered the cafe exceedingly ; and the infidels though 
they reverenced Jefus Chrift as a great prophet, 
yet, to raife their revenues, they laid a fort of tri- 
bute upon all foreign pilgrims, that came out of 
devotion to the holy fepulchre. But this oppref- 
fion was not fufficient to cool .the zeal of the Chri- 
ftians of that age ; there was for near three hun- 
dred 
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dred years the fame refort of the Chriftian natloas* 
even from the remoteft parts of the weft. To- 
wards the middle of the eleventh century, the ca~ 
liphs or fultans of Egypt, who were then m afters 
of Paleftine, allowed the Greek Chriftians. who 
were their fubjetts, to fettle *in Jerufalem; and that 
they might not be intermixed with the Muftulmen, 
the governor of that capital of Judea affigned them 
the quarter ncareft the holy fepulchre for their a- 
bode. 

The renown of the emperor Charlemagne^s con- 
queft and power fpreading from Europe into Alia, 
the Caliph Aaron Kafchid, one of the moft potent 
princes of the eaft, permitted the French, out of 
regard him, to have a houfe of their own in the 
holy city for the entertainment of fuch pilgrims as 
were of that nation. Eginard relates, that the pa- 
triarch of Jerufalem fent that great prince, in the 
caliph’s name, the keys of the holy fepulchre, and 
of the church of mount Calvary, with a ftandard 
which the* famous Abbe Fleury, the late writer of 
ecclefiaftical hiftory, is of opinion was meant as a 
mark of the power and authority which Aaron 
had rdigned to that chriftian prince. Another 
modern writer # learned in our antiquities, in the 
thirty feventh book of the annals of his order, tells 
us of one Bernard, a French monk, who lived in 
A. D. 870, and who, in bis account of a voyage 
made to Jerufalem, relates, that he found there an 
hofpital for the Latins, and that in the fame houfe 
was a library, collected by the care and at the ex* 
pence of the emperor Charlemagne. 

But after the death of the Caliph Aaron and his 
firft fucceffors, as thofe of Charlemagne did not 
come up to him either in power or reputation, the 
French loft the regard that had been formerly 
paid them in Paleftine. They were no longer al* 

Pom. Mabillon. 
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lowed to have any houfe of entertainment in Je- 
rufalem ; and though, like the other nations of 
Europe, they had, by virtue of their money, ad- 
mittance into the holy city, and in the *day time 
made their ftations in all the places antiently ho- 
noured with the prefence 2nd mvfteries of our di- 
vine Saviour; yet, in the evening and night time, 
it was not without great difficulty as well as dan- 
ger, that they could find any place to retire to in 
the city. The MulTulmen had naturally too great 
an averfion for the Chriftians to receive them into 
their houfes : and fome di putes that had ftarted up 
in relation to dodlrines not rightly underftood. as 
well as fome differences in point of difeipline, hav- 
ing, in a manner, put an end to all union between 
the Greek and Latin churches, our European Chri- 
ftians were fcarce lefs odious to the Greeks than 
they were to the Arabians and Sarazens of the 
caft. 

In the middle of the eleventh century, fome Ita- 
lian merchants, who had experienced the inhuma- 
nity of both the one and the other, undertook to 
procure an afylum for the European pilgrims, in 
the very city of Jerufalem, where they might have 
nothing to fear either from the falfe zeal of the 
Mahometans, or the enmity and averfion of the 
fchifinatical Greeks. Thefe pious merchants were 
of Amalphy, a city in the kingdom of Naples, but 
at that time fubjedt to the Greek emperors of Cou- 
ftantinople. Their affairs, in regard to trade and 
commerce, called them almoft every year into 
Egypt, where, by means of their rich merchandizes, 
as well as fome curious pieces of workmanfhip 
which they brought thither from Europe, they 
*were introduced to the court pf the caliph Mon- 
ftater billah ; and diftributing fome confiderable 
prefents among his domefticks and minifters, they 
obtained leave for the Latin Chriftians to, build a 
Vol.I. B houfe* 
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houfe of entertainment near the holy fepulehre m 
Jerufalem. 

The governor, by that prince’s order, 
1048 affigned them a piece of ground, on which 
they built a chapel, and dedicated it to the 
bkfled virgin, by the name of St. Mary ad Latinos, 
to diftinguilh it from the churches where divine 
fervice was celebrated according to ihe Greek ritu- 
al ; fome monks of the Benedkiine order officiated 
in it. Near their convent they built two houfes of 
entertainment for the reception of pilgrims of both 
Axes, whether in health or fickntfs which was the 
chief view in this foundation ; and each houfe had 
afterwards a Chapel in it, the one dedicated to St, 
John the Almoner, and the other to St. Mag* 
dalei. 

Some Jav-perfons from Europe, full of zeal and 
charity, renouncing the thoughts, of returning into 
their own country, devoted themfelves in this reli- 
gious houfe to the fervice of the poor and pilgrims, 
and were fubfffted by the monks above mentioned : 
and the merchants of Amalphy, out of the a! ms 
which they collected in Italy, and either brought or 
feot regularly every year to the Holy Land, fupplu d 
the wants of the pilgrims or fick. That facred truft 
of the charity of the faithful they remitted into the 
hands of perlbas, confecrated, as we have laid, to 
the fervice of the Chriftians of the weft. This ho- 
ly houfe, governed by the Benedi&ine monks, and 
which may be looked upon as the craddle of the 
order of St John, ferved afterwards for a place of 
fecurity and retreat for pilgrims. The Latin Chri- 
ftians were there entertained and provided for* 
without any diftin&ion of nation or condition. 
There they cloathed again fuck as had been {Trip- 
ped by robbers; there the fick were treated with 
care, and every kind of mifery found in the charity 
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of theft Hofpitallers, a netr kind of mercy to re- 
lieve it. * 

Yet this pious and ufeful foundation had like to 
Aave been ruined in its very infancy, and it hardly 
fubfifted feventeen years, when the Turco- 
mans conquered Palefline, fiirprized the city 1065. 
of Jeruakm, and cut the caliph of Egypt’s 
garrifon in pieces 

Thefe barbarians came out of the heart of Tar- 
tary. Tis faid that they were originally inhabi- 
tants of that part of the AliaticktSarmatia, which 
lies between mount Caucafus, the river Tanais, the 
Ealus Mseotis, and the Cafpian fea. They after- 
wards crofted the Wolga, traverfed all the northern 
coaft of the Cafpian fea, and fettled in that part of 
Tartary which runs between feveral branches of 
mount Imaus and along the fide of the river laxar- 
»$; a country ftill called from them Turqueftan. 
Hidorians are not agreed whether it was the Greek 
emperors, or the kings of Perfia, that firft brought 
them in to that part of Afia, and called them in to 
their affiflance. What appears more certain is, 
that fome officers of that nation entered afterwards 
iato the pay of the Arabians or Sarazens, who, to 
keep them m their fervice, after they had made 
themfelves mafters of Perfia, affigned them lands in 
thofe great provinces, where they fettled from that 
time with their families. It feeins they had fcarce 
any religion befides a confufed notion of a firft be- 
ing, creator of heaven and earth, author, as they 
faid, of life and death, who lent health or ficknefs 
to men according to his own good* pleafure. No 
fuch thing as divine worfhip was known among 
them ; only in their ficknefs they had recourfe to 
fome magicians, a fort of priefts, who, after exact- 
ing prefents from them, and ufing fome fcnfdefs 
conjuring tricks, perfuaded them that they appeafi- 

* Willitlm. Tvrrien&s. hiO. 1. i. 
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cd the angry deity for them* This colony, out of 
complaifance to their new matters, turned after- 
wards Mahometans, and in time multiplying ex-' 
ceedingly, they (hook oft the yoke of the Arabi- 
ans, but without quitting their religion, in which: 
the greateft part of them had been Drcd. Other 
tribes and people of the fame nation patting the 
Iaxartes, and traverfing the Mauralnahar, joined^ 
themfelves to thefe firttr comers, made their way to 
the banks of the Oxus, and advanced even into 
Corofan. 

All thefe Turcomans thus re- united toge- 
1050 ther, levied vatt: armies, and chofe three go- 
nerals'to command them, all taken out of 
the fame family, and deicended from one Salguez, 
whofe memory they held in lingular veneration. 
The firft of thefe generals was Togrul-beg. Sprung 
as he was out of the midft of a favage nation, he 
had nothing of the barbarian in him, but boldnefs 
and ignorance, or a contempt of dangers. He was 
orolute in his recompences to his foldiers, cruel \n 
his punifhments of thofe who had ihewed a want 
of courage, and was therefore revered by a nation,^ 
among whom the art of making one’s felf dreaded 
was of more weight than all the virtues put to- 
gether. This was the prince, who in 1055, under 
the title of chief of the emirs, or fultan, made him- 
felf matter of Bagdat, and of the great empire of 
the Arabian caliph*. Jafet-bei or Jaferbeg his 
coufin, chief of the fecond branch, feized on his 
tide upon Qnirman, and the vatt tra&s of country 
which lye towards the Perfian fea and the Indies. 
Cuhumifes, another coufin of Togrul-beg and Ja- 
fer, had advanced before them, and A D. 1050, 
had made the greateft part of the letter Afia or 
.Anatolia acknowledge him for their iovereign, and 
fixed the feat of his empire at Iconium. Togrul- 
b°g dying without iflue about A. D. 1063, Alu- 
baiflan, his nephew and fucceflor, kept up the dig- 
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Bfty of fultan with no lefs valour than his uncb. 
This prince gaining a fignal victory over the 
Greeks, took the emperor Diogenes pi ifoner upon 
that occafion. It is (aid, that the Ion of Alubarfian, - 
called Gelaleddin, was the moft powerful of thcfe 
Selgeucidian # princes, and that his empire extended 
from the farihcft provinces of Turqueftan to Jeru- 
falem, and even to the borders of Arabia Felix : a 
new revolution this in Aha, carried on with a ra- 
pidity not inferior or lels furpriling than that which 
the Arabians had brought about four hundred 
years before. It was the lieutenants of Gelaleddin, 
lurnamed Malelcha, who, after reducing Syria, 
chafed the Sarazens out of Paleftine and in 1065 
fei zed on the city of Jerusalem. 

No deferip ion can reach all the cruelties which 
they committed there : the garr lion of the caliph of 
Egypt was cut in p eces, as I faid before. The in- 
habitants and the Chriftians Icarce met with a bet- 
ter fate : numbers of them were butchered ; the 
hofpital of St. John was plundered, and ihefe bar- 
barians, fierce and cruel in their nature, would 
have deftroyed the holy fepulchrc, had not their 
avarice retrained their impiety. The fear of lo- 
fing the revenues raifed upon the pilgrims of the 
well, preferved the tomb of our Saviour f. But thefe 
infidels, to gratify at once their avarice and their 
hatred to every thing that bore the name of Chi i- 
fiian, loaded them with heavier tributes ; fo that the 
pilgrims, after having fpent all their money in the 
courfe of fo long a voyage, or being dripped by rob- 
bers, and worn out with hunger and miieries of all 
forts, at laft, for want of ability to dilcharge iuch 
cxceffive tributes, perifhed at the gates of Jerufaleai, 

* Or Selzuccian. 

•f Soli etiam Dominici fepulcri templo, ejufque cuhoribus chr ; . 
fliams parcebant, propter tributa qua! ex oblatione fidclium allidi.e 
eis fidelitcrque folvebantur, uni cum eccJeHa land as Ma^ae *u 
Latino: quae etiam tdbutaria crat. Alb. Aqu?nf. 1. 0. p. z8i. 
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Cut being able to obtain of thefd barbarians the 
confoiation only of feeing, before they expired, the 
holy fepulchre, the only ohjeCl of their vows, and 
the end of fo tedious a pilgrimage. . 

Such as efcaped from under thefe cruel oppreffi-* 
ons, did not fail at their return to Europe to give 
fad deferiptions of them. They reprefeated in the 
moft moving colours the indignity of fuffering the 
holy places to remain under the dominion of infi- 
dels. But the power of thefe barbarians was fo 
formidable, the Greek empire fo weakened, and 
moreover the princes of Europe fo remote and dif- 
united among themfelves, that the delivery of Je- 
rufalem was looked upon as an impracticable at- 
tempt. 

Yet a fingle man called Peter the Hermit, of the 
diocefe of Amiens, who had himfelf experienced 
part of the miferies before mentioned, formed the 
bold defi^n of recovering the Holy Land into the 
hands of the chriftian princes. He firft addrefled 
himfelf to Simeon the Greek patriarch, a prelate of 
great piety. And as the hermit founded part of his 
views upon the eaftern Chriftians, and the power 
of the Greek empire, the patriarch replied, he faw 
plainly that he fpoke of the forces of that empire as 
a ftranger, and without knowing them; adding, 
that nothing was now left of that great title but an 
empty name, and a dignity without power ; that 
the Turcomans, taking advantage of the weaknefs 
of the emperors, and of the divifions and inteftine 
wars that were continually breaking out in the em- 
pire, had lately feized on moft of the, provinces fi- 
tuated upon the coaft of the Euxine fea, and, as a 
monument of their victories, had given them the 
name of Turcomania ; that the other provinces of 
the empire were ravaged in their turns, fometimes 
by the inroads of barbarians, and frequently for 
want of pay, by the very chriftian troops placed 
there for their defence ; that the grandees of the 

empire. 
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empire, in hopes of mounting the throne, had moft 
of them no other thought than how to raife (editi- 
ons in the imperial city, or debauch the armies in- 
to rebellion ; that the emprefles, who never rec- 
koned chaftity among the virtues,- had often made 
the imperial dignity ferve as a recompence to their 
adulterers ; that even the eunuchs of the palace, 
monfters that are neither men nor women, had, by 
their intereft and intrigues, a great (hare in thelc 
revolutions, and that within thirty years paft they 
had feen no lefs than ten emperors upon the throne 
of the great Conftantine, moft of whom ended their 
reign by a tragical death, or at lead with the lofs 
t)f their eyes ; and if any were differed to live or en- 
joy the ufe of their fight, it was only becaufe they 
were defpifed to fuch a degree, that being fent to a 
monaftery, they were not reckoned any longer in 
the number of the living ; that the emperor Michael 
Ducat, furnamed Parapinaces, had been dethroned 
by Nicephorus Botoniates ; and the ufurper, to fe- 
cure the crown to himfelf, had made prince Con- 
ftantinc Ducas (eldeft fon of Michael, and hufband 
to Helena, daughter of Guifcard the Norman) an 
eunuch; that the emperor Alexis Comnenus, who 
was then upon the throne, had made his way to it 
by the like treacheries, and by rebelling againft Bo- 
toniates, whom he had depofed in his turn ; that 
this new emperor was indeed a man of capacity, but 
more feared by his fubje&s than by his neighbours; 
and that, after all, fo far was any one from having 
re&fon to flatter himfelf with the fufficiency of this 
prince’s power to fettle the Chriftians again in Jeru* 
falem, that he was hard put to it to flop the pro- 
grefs of the arms of the Turcomans, who had late- 
ly feized on Nice, which the St Igeucidians of the 
thiid dynafty had made the capital of that particu- 
lar monarchy ; that in a no h :r quarter, Alexis wag 
engaged in war with Robert Guifcard, count or 
duke of Calabria, and Bohemund his fon, Norman 
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princes, and irreconcilable enemies to the Greeks; 
that they had taken the field and ravaged the teiri- 
tories of the empire, to revenge themfelves on A- 
lexis for his imprifonment and cruel ufage of the 
princefs Helena, daughter to Guifcard, and wife tq 
G.onftantine Ducas ; that thefe two Norman princes, 
enraged at his perfidioufnefs, and for the delivery 
of the princefs, had invaded Thrace, cm Alexis’s 
armies in pieces, and would have dethroned him in; 
his turn, had not other affairs, which they were 
obliged to attend, called them back for a time into 
Italy ; but that the emperor was in continual appre^ 
henfions that the thunderbolt to hurl him from his; 
throne would be lanced from that houfe* 

The patriarch from this difeoude concluded, that 
in order to deliver the Holy Land out of the hand* of 
the infidels, no affiftance was to be expedVed from 
theGreeks, and that nothing but a league of the 
Latin princes could make fo difficult an enterprize 
Succeed. This propofal ftartled the hermit; but 
far from abating his zeal, though he fortfaw all the 
difficulties attending it, he flill flattered bimfelf that 
they might be got over with the affifiadee and pro- 
tection of the pope. The patriarch by liis advice 
wrote to the head of the church in themoft moving 
terms. The hertdit undertook to deliver his let- 
ters, took (hipping at the port of Joppa or Jafa, ar- 
rived in Italy, prefented the patriarch’s letters to the 
pope, and Hid before him, with tears in his eyes, 
the miferable condition that the GhriAians of Jeru- 
falem were reduced to. He added, that the Ara- 
bians or Sarazens had built a mofque upon the old 
ruins of the famous temple of Solomon ; that the 
venerable church of the holy fepulchre, under the 
dominion of the Turcomans, was every moment in 
danger of the like profanation ; thn the Chriftian 
women and virgins were often expofed to the bru- 
tality of thofe barbarian > ; and if any youths fell 
iftto their power, they had rcafjn to be afraid of 
y infamies \ 
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infamies more in fupportable than death itfelf; in 
fine, that the Holy Land, watered formerly with the 
precious blood cf the Saviour of mankind, was en- 
tirely reduced under their tyranny ; yet it was not 
hnpoffible to refeue it from that fcandalous flavery, 
would he but vouehfafe ro engage mod of the Eu- 
ropean princes in an enter prize fo worthy of his 
2:al and piety. 

The pope that the hermit applied to was Urban 
II. a Frenchman by birth, and born at Chatillon on 
the Marne. Though the air and habit of a (ingle 
hermit did not prepoflefs him in his favour ; yet his 
holinefs heard him out with much humanity, and 
was the lefs furprized at thegreatnefs of his projett, 
becaule pope Gregory VII. a pontiff who imagined 
himlelt to be the fovereign of kings, and whofevaft 
attempts had no bounds, had likewife formed a de- 
fign of obliging all the chriftian princes by his au- 
thority to take up arms againft the Mahometans. 
Urban, who, upon the death of Victor III. had 
juft lucceeded him, had no lefs zeal than he *, but 
being more regular in his views, he did not think it 
proper to declare himfelf, till he had firft founded 
the difpofition, and examined into the forces of the 
princes of Europe. This prudent conduit was 
founded upon the general difeontent which the em- 
perors and menarchs of Chriftendom had (hewn at 
the odious pretenlions of Gregory, who, under co- 
lour of a fpiritual authority* which they could not 
difpute, had attempted to reduce all fovercign princes- 
to the condition of his tributaries and vaffals. Ur- 
ban, it is likely, was very fenfible, that at a time of 
fomuch uncafinefsanddifcontent, when every thing 
that came from the court of -Rome might be fuf- 
peffed of a (ecret ambition, k wa^ not proper to 
make ufe of his own name and authority openly to 
oblige the chriftian prince* to take up arms, for 
fear the defign fhoutd mifearry. He refolved there- 
fore firit to have only the neceflity and merit of it 

recommended. 
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recommended from the pulpit. With this viewv 
calling the hermit, and extolling highly his zeal*, 
he exhortechhim to travel over mod of the pro- 
vinces of Chriftendom, and ftir up fovereigns and 
their fubjedis to arm for refeuing the Holy Land frotn^ 
the dominion of the infidels 5 and the pope, at ta- 
king leave, gave* him to underftand, that if his mif- 
fion fucceeded well, they might depend on the fpi- 
ritual creatures of the enurch, and even powerful 
fuccoui s of men and money ihould not be wanting 
to thofe who would engage in la holy an enter- 
prize. 

I he hermit, difmifled with his holinefs’s bleffing, 
traverfed all Europe in lefs than a year’s titne^ 
Where-evcr he went he put every thing in motion : 
the tragical deferipnons that he gave of the profa- 
nation of the holy places; his lively and patheticlc 
exhortations; his long and uncouth beard; his 
vpralking barefoot ; his auftcre life y his exceflive ab* 
ftinence, and even the money which he receiv- 
ed only to give away immediately to the poor; all 
this made him be regarded as a faint and a pro- 
phet, and the great world as well as the popu- 
lace, burnt with impatience to go to the Holy Land 
to revenge the outrages of the infidels upon Jefus 
Ghrift. 

,* . The pope having notice of this furprifing ■ 

fuccefs, relblvedtodeciarehimfelf* He cal- 
led two councils the fame year, one at Placentia in 
Italy, the other at Clermont in Auvergne. At 
the council of Placentia there were no lefs than four 
thoufand ecclefia flics,, and more than thirty thou- 
fand laity of different conditions ; but what was 
Hill more extraordinary v was to fee, (during the 
fchifnv) fome Greek ambafladors there. The em- 
peror Alexis Comnenus had lent them to implore 
the affiftance of the Latins again ft the Turcomans, 
who, after icizing on the city of Nice, threatened 
Calcedon, and. even Cooftamioople itfelf, with a 

fiege. . 
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fiege. The pope took occafion from this embafiy 
to bewail the miferks of the eaft, and efpecially of 
Paleftine, which was fallen under the flavery of 
thofe barbarians. At the account given by thefe 
ambuiTidors of their cruelties, the whole aflembly 
rang with indignation and rage. A thoufand con* 
fufed voices were heard, crying out, that they mull 
go and defend then brethren in Chrift Jelus. The 
pope exhorted them to remember this their gene* 
rous refolution when the proper time came for put* 
ting it in execution. 

The fame zeal diftinguifhed itfelf in the council 
of Clermont; where were prefent a great number 
of prelates, princes and nobility, moft or them 
french, or vaflils of the crown of France. After 
a difeourfe infinitely moving, made by the pope to 
peduade the Chriftians to an expedition for deliver* 
iog the Holy Land, out of the hands of theMaho*» 
metaus, the whole allembly cried out as it were by 
concert, Dieu le veut, Dieu le vent, {God will bavi 
it fo\ God will have it foy\ and thefe three word* 
ferved afterwards for a device and fhout of ..waxsm 
the army : and for the diftinguiihing of fuch as en- 
gaged in this holy emerprize, it was ordered, that 
they ihouid wear a red croft on their right fliouU 
der. 

A? foon as the council was broke up, thebilhops 
who had aflifled at it, returning to their diocefes* 
began to preach the crufade, and did it with fuch 
luccefs, that all the world was'for taking the voy- 
age of Afia. It looked as it there had been no o- 
ther way to heaven but this ; they ftrove who fhould 
fet out fiift; princes, lords, gentlemen, citizens 
and peafants, every one quitted with joy what he 
held inoft dear, wife, children and parents, fo true 
h it, that men leem only made to imitate one ano- 
ther. 

In truth, all that took upon them the crufade 
were not led by the fame motives : feveral went in- 
to 
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10 the eaft only out of interefted views, and in hopes 
of fettling there; lome enrolled themfelves in this 
holy militia, only to avoid the imputation of cow- 
ardice ; others engaged in it out of levity, for com - 
pany, and becaufe they would not part with their 
relations and friends. The very women did the 
fame, that they might not be feparated from their 
lovers j in a word, the monk and the reclafe tired 
out with their cells, the peafant weary of his labour, 
all blinded by the feeble glittering of a falfe zeal, a- 
bandon.d their ftation and- former calling ; all 
which in truth formed a prodigious number of 
crufaders. Butamidft this multitude of people of 
various conditions, there were m^n indeed in abun- 
dance, yet but few foldiers ; and fuch an enterprize 
would have mifearried in its very infancy, even be- 
fore the militia of the crufade had got out of Eu- 
rope, had they not been fuftained by great bodies of 
regular troop , commanded by princes and lords of 
confummate valour and experience, and animated 
by a pure zeal for delivering the Holy Land out of 
the hands of the infidels. 

Among thefe lords were reckoned up * Raiment 
of Sr. Giles, count of I houloufe, the firft who 
took the crofs, and who had already iignalized him- 
felf in Spain, at the head of the armies of Alphon- 
fo VI. againft the Arabians and Sarazens of Afri- 
ca ; Hugh furnamed the Great, brother to Philip 
I king of France, and count of .Vermandois in 
right of his wire; Robert, Duke of Normandy, 
-brother to William Rufus, king of England ; Ro- 
bert, count of Flanders ; Stephen, count of Char- 
ters and Blois ; Godfrey of Boulogne, count of 
the lower Lorrain or Brabant, with ^is brothers 
EutVace and Baldwin ; Baldwin du BouVg their cou- 
fin, and fon to the Count of Ret el, bdides a great 
number of other lords and gentlemen, mod of them 

* Bald.ic. 
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fubjedts or vaffals of the crown of France, who fold 
their cattle and lands on that occallon, to furnilh 
the expence of this armament. 

None of the kings of Europe appeared in this 
fir ft expedition. Henry IV. fon of Conrad II. fur- 
named the Salique, was at that time emperor of 
Germany ? and whether we confidcr his dignity, or 
refledl upon his Angular bravery, his great experi- 
ence in the command of his armies and forces, 
there was not in all Chriftendom a prince more 
worthy to be at the head of the crufade. But ir\ 
all appearance he was detained in his own dominions 
by the differences which had broke out between the 
popes and emperors, and had for more than fifty 
years been tearing the church and the empire in 
pieces. The form of giving inveftiture of the great 
ecclefiaftical dignities was the pretence ; but the fo- 
vereignty of Rome and Italy was the true reafon 
of thefe differences. The popes, placed in that 
high degree of temporal power, to which the libe- 
rality of the kings of France had raifed theth, could 
not bear to hear fpeak of the rights which the kings 
of the Romans and the emperors of the weft had 
cxercifed formerly in Rome, and over the reft of 
Italy. Hence arofe fchifms, wats and infurre&i- 
ons, which hindered the emperor from leaving 
Germany and the centre of his dominions* The 
effeminacy and a criminal attachment which Philip 
I. king of France, had for Ber trade, wife of Fulk- 
le Rechin, count of Anjou, detained him in his 
kingdom. To fay nothing of William Rufus, king 
of England, fon of William the Baftard, duke of 
Normandy, who had conquered the Englifh, a 
haughty and reftlefs nation, jealous of their liberty, 
and impatient of any government, more efpecially 
of a foreign one; fo that to be abfent at fucli a di- 
ftance, in the beginning of a new reign, would have 
been contrary to all the rules of prudence. As for 
the kings of Caftilc, Arragon and Navarre, they 
Vol. !, C were 
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were too much taken up in defending their own 
dominions from the Arabians and Saracens of 
Spain, to dream of any other enterprizes. 

Spain, fipce the invadon of the Sarazens, was 
become as it were the theatre of a continual cru- 
fade ; and the braved of all the European nobility: 
repaired ordinarily thither, to make their fird eflay, 
in arms againd thofc infidels. In this armament 
therefore for the Holy Lind, there were fcarce any 
but private princes and French lords, whofe fa- 
thers, or at mod their grandfathers, taking advan-. 
tage of the decline of the hoqfe of Charlemagne, 
and by virtue of their feoffments, had, from pri- 
vate governor of cities or provinces, erected them- 
felves infenfibly into fovereigns of their govern- 
ments. Such was the origin of the many principa- 
lities, which at the end of the fecond, and begin- 
ning of the third race, had difmembered this, 
powerful monarchy. 

, In the mean time, the princes who had ta r 
I0 9 * ken the crofs began their march from all 
partSj The Venetians, Genoefe and Pifaps, com-, 
monwealths powerful at fea, tranfported part of. 
them into Greece. The general rendezvous was 
in the plains near Condantinople. The famous; 
Bohemund, who had already made war with, 
fuch glorious fuccefs upon the Saracens, and even' 
upon the emperor Alexis, was at that time be deg-, 
ing a cadle ip the Terra' diLavoro with count Ro- 
ger his uncle. No fooaer did he receive the. fir ft 
news of the crufade, with the number and qjuality.of 
the principal lords engaged in it, than, tranfported 
with zeal, and feized as it were with a pious rage, 
he cut in pieces his coat of arms, and made it into 
erodes, taking the firft himfelf, and diftributing j 
the reft to his principal officers. Among thefe 
lords were the brave Tancred bis nephew, the* 
counts Rahulpjh.and Richard bis coufins, Herman 
d? Cani, Iigmfrey fon of Rodolph, Robert dp 

Suurdcval, 
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Sourdeval, and a great number of other gentlemen, 
atll Normans by birth or defcent, whofe fatheis or 
themfelves had, at the expence of the Saracens and 
Greeks, made confiderable fettlements in Apulia, 
Calabria, and Sicily. As thefe illuftrious adven- 
turers, or their defendants, will bear a great part 
in the courfe of this hiftory, we think ourfelves ob- 
liged to give a fhort account, on what ocrafion 
they transported themfelves from the heart of Nur- 
toandy, and fettled m the lower Italy. 

About the year 1000 or 1003, forty Nor- 1003. 
man gentlemen, all warriors, who had fig- 
ntflifced themfelves in the armies of the dukes of 
Normandy, returning from the pilgrimage of the 
Holy Land, arrived in Italy without arms, and on- 
ly with their ftaff and chaplet, the ufual equipage 
of pilgrirtis, and which our kings themfelves in the 
following crufades went to receive at St. Dennis. 
Thefe Norman pilgrims hearing that the town of 
Salerno washefieged by theSarazens, were prompt- 
ed by a religious steal to throw themfelves into the 
place. Guimard was prince of it, and inverted in 
it. He furnifhed them with arms and horfes ; and 
thefe Grangers made fo many unexpected and vi- 
gorous Tallies upon the infidels, that they obliged 
them to raife the ffege. The prince of Salerno, 
admiring the bravery of thefe Normans, and their 
tell iti the art of war, offered them rich prefen is, 
and made a propofalof confiderable fettlements, in 
order to retain them in his fei vice*. But thofc gen- 
tlemen, called home by the love we naturally bear 
to our country, rclufed every thing that was offer* 
ed them ; and told them they had no other vievtf 
in taking up arms, but dve glory Of God and the 
defence of religion Upon their departure, Gui- 
foard is faid to have feut deputies after them, Who,’ 
to excite the zeal and courage of the Norm An gen- 
try, and to engage them to come and fettle in Italy, 
carried into that province fluffs of great value, 

1 C 2 magnificent 
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magnificent furniture for horfes, and even pome* 
granates, oranges, lemons, and almonds, which 
they prefented to feveral gentlemen, as a proof of 
the mildnefs of their climate, and the goodnefs of 
the foil, wherein they had the offer of lands and 
caftles *. 

A great number of the Normans, tempted by 
the promifes of ihefe envoys, took their wives and 
children, and bid adieu to their country ; and du- 
ring this whole century, fome or other of that na- 
tion were continually paffinginto Italy. The moft 
confiderable of them were the Tons of Tancred de 
Hauteville, a gentleman in the neighbourhood o( 
Coutance in the lower Normandy. He had twelve 
Ions, all bearing arms : The eldeft, who ferved a s 
a leader to thefe adventurers, was called William, 
and furnamed Bras defer, or iron arm, on account 
of his great ftrcngth and valour, firogon or 
Dreux was the fecond ; Humfrey the third ; Her^ 
man, Robert and Roger were the three laft. Hif- 
toryhas not conveyed to us thenames of the other 
fons of Tancred, and wc do not fo much as know,, 
whether they pafied into Italy. 

There were in this country three forts of govern- 
ments, that of fome little princes, the old remains 
of the Lombards, and independent one of another ^ 
A fecond canton was fubjedi to the Greek empe- 
rors ; but the Sarnzens had ufurped the greater part 
of it. The fons cf Hauteville foon formed a third 
power, which fwallowed up all the reft. The Itali- 
ans and Greeks were, as we have obferved, the 
people who had called them into their fuccour a- 
gainft the Sarazcns. 

The Normans of Italy, united together under 
" the banner of the fons of Hauteville, entered into* 
the Service of the Greeks, carried towns, won bat- 
tles, and by their heroick adlions, drove the infr 
dels out of moft of the places which they were po£ 

* Qvill, Ccpiet, ^ 
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f.fled of. But they Were ill recompenfed for it. 
The Greeks, who had called them in to their fuc- 
cour, ioconftant and jealous of the power they in- 
fenfibly acquired in the country, made ufe of the 
worft of treacheries to deftroy the leaders of that 
nation. The Tons of Hauteville were under a ne- 
ceflity of {landing upon their defence againft fuch 
fcoundrel enemies, and did it with their ufual va- 
lour, and fuch a train of fuccefs, that after num- 
beriefs fatigues, dangers and engagements, they 
took Calabria, Apulia and Sicily from the Greeks ; 
and perhaps were not lorry to have been rurniftied 
with the pretence of an. advantageous vengeance, 
and the opportunity of feizing on thofe rich coun- # 
tries. Upon this they divided fhofe great provinces 
between them : Robert Guitcard had the county 
of Calabria, and was afterwards the mofl power- 
ful of all the brothers : He was called Guitcard, on 
account of his dexterity, and the ftratagems th.it 
he uftd in war ; and we are no w going to fie Prince 
Bohemund his elded fon, fo formidable already to 
the Greeks for his valour, diftingaifh himfelr as 
much againft the infidels by his condudl and ma- 
nagement, and acquire a new gloYv in the raft. 

This prince, before his departure, and in view 
of making a powerful arquilirion in Alia, refigned 
his rights of primogeniture to his younger brother, 
named Roger after his unde ; referring to himftlt 
no other refoiirce but the city of Tarento, and the 
hopes of making new conqueils in the eaft. A her 
this he crofted the fea, at the head of ten thoufind 
her ft, and a great body of foot, and upbn hifc 
landing, advanced towards Conftantinople, in or- 
der to join the other troops of the crulade. Thfe 
pope wrote at the lame time to the emperor of 
Conftantinople, that above three hundred the ufand 
jnen were marching to his fuccour, and to deliver 
the holy places out of the hands of the infidels. Me 
mentioned to him the principal chieftains of 

C 3 crufude. 
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crufade, and exhorted him to be expeditions in gi- 
ving the neceflary orders for the fubfidence of thcfe 
troops. They arrived in rank and file fuccefiively 
from different places ; and at a general review, 
made in the plains of Condantinople, they mut- 
tered an hundred thoufand horfe, ana no lets than 
fix hundred thoufand foot, including priefls, 
monks, and in infinite number of women in meci 
cloaths, mod of which, to the fcandal of Chrifti- 
anity, proditutcd themfelves to the foldiers. 

The Greek emperor, indead of a competent 
fuccour which he had afked, was drangely furpria- 
ed to fee his dominions over- run with fuch innu- 
* merable troops, as were in a condition to prefcribc 
to him in the very capital of his own empire. A- 
' lexis was more particularly afraid of Bohemund, 
whofe valour and condudt he had felt ; and to get 
rid of thefe allies, more terrible to him than op&i 
enemies, he refolved to gain the chiefs by carcngp 
and prefents, and at the fame time to leave no 
done untried to cut off provifions from the foldi- 
ers, and dedroy fuch as drolled from their co- 
lours in fearch of them. By this artful conduct, 
without declaring himfelf openly, he did the La- 
tins more mifehief, than all the forces of the Tur- 
comans put together. 

By his orders, they carried every day prefents 
and refrefhments to the princes of the crufade ; 
nay, to remove all kind of fufpicion, he would 
needs engage himfelf in it r he took the badge with 
great folemnity, and, by a treaty with the European 
princes, obliged himfelf to joio his fleet with that 
of the Latins ; to furnifiir them with provifions as 
far as Jtrufalem, and to repair in perfon to the 
maiq body of the army, at the head of his troops, 

order to aft in concert againd the infidels, whe- 
ther Turcomans, Arabians, or Sarazcns. 

Thofe of the crufade, blinded by thefe fine pro- 
mifes, agreed, on the other hand, to redore him 

Nice, 
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Nice, which the Turcomans had lately feized, 
and fuch other places belonging to the empire as 
they (hould recover from the barbarians ; or at 
leaft, in cafe the Latins were for keeping them, it 
was agreed that they fhould do homage to him for 
them. In purfuance of this treaty, feveral weftern 
lords, hoping to make themfelves mailers of fome 
principalities in the eaft, took the oath of fidelity 
to him beforehand. 

The emperor, notwirhftanding thefe precautions, 
being ftill uneafy to fee a formidable army at the 
gates of his capital, and in a condition to preferibe 
to him what terms they pleafed even in his own pa- 
lace, was continually preffing the chiefs to lofe no 
time in entering Bithynia, that, as he pretended, 
they might furprife and get the ftart of the infidels; 
he even furnifhed them with a great number of 
tranfports for that purpofe. The princes, deceived 
by this appearance of zeal for the common caufe, 
pafled the Bofphorus, and, after fome 
days march, inverted Nice. Soliman the May 14. 
Turcoman of the Selgcucidian face, a 1097. 
relation of Togrul-beg, and fultan of 
Iconium, had thrown a ftrong garrifon into Nice*. 
The attack was brifk, and the defence very obfti- 
nate ; the Turcomans difputed the ground inch by 
inch, and only yielded to a formidable power, which 
no place feemea able to hold out againfh The go- 
vernor, after a fiege of thirty* four days, furrendcr- 
ed Nice to the Latin Chriftians, who, purfuant t# 
their treaty with the Greek emperor, 
fairly delivered it up to the officers of June 20 * 
that prince, with the wife and children 
of Soliman, who, by the capitulation, remained 
prifoners of war. 

Alexis was not fo much affe&ed wjth the taking 
of Nice, as he was alarmed at the valour and con- 

• Bibl. orient, p. 822. 
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rage which thofe of the crufade had {hewn in the 
attack. He made no queftmn but they would foon 
fubduc the greater part of Alia ; and were he to 
chufe his neighbours, he was for thofe that he 
thought the weakeft, and no longer dreamed of any 
thing but making a fecret alliance with the infidels^ 
to traverfe the conquers of the Latin Chridians, 
which now appeared to him the more formidable 
of the two. 

With this view he reftored Soliman his wife and 
children, as an earneftof the friendfhip he was de- 
firous to contr'tft with him; They entered into a 
drift alliance ; and the perfidious Greek, in execu- 
tion of this fecret treaty, far from going in perfon 
to the Chridian army, Supplying it with providons, 
or joining his fleet to that of rhe Latins, according 
to his engagements in the treaty of Condantinople, 
gave private orders to the generals of his army to 
keep clofe to that of the Latins ; and his troops, in 
concert with thofe of Soliman, cut in pieces the 
foldiers that draggled, either to feek providons, or 
to go a foraging. 

The fultan did not rely fo entirely on the treaty 
he had juft made with the emperor, but that he 
thought at the fame time of procuring fuch fuccours 
as were nj°r e to be depended on. For this purpofe 
he made application to the fultans of Antioch, 
Aleppo, Bagdat, and Perda, all princes of his own 
nation, of the fame houfe, and interefted as neigh- 
bours to prevent his ruin. Thefe princes immedi- 
ately levied vaft armies ; and if, on the one hand, 
•&H France in a manser had pafied into the eaft with 
thofe of the crufade, it looked, on the other hand, 
; as if the greateft part of Ada had taken up arms 
on this occalion. 

So general and vaft an armament alarmed the 
caliph of Egypt, whofe empire extended into Syria, 
and as far as Laodicea. This prince, an Aiabian 
by defeent, and chief of the left of Ati, fearing 
, halt 
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Icaft the Turcomans, who acknowledged the caliph 
of Baguat for their Head in fpirituals, (hould, un- 
der pretence of oppofing the Latin Chriftians, turn 
rheir arms againft him, fent ambaffadors to the 
princes of the crufade, to propofe a league againft 
all the Turcomans. And as he was fenfible that the 
conqueft of Jerufalem was the main view of the 
Chriftian army, it was ftipulated by a treaty, that 
he (hould declare himfelf again (l their common 
enemies ; that each of them (hould feparately at- 
tack the Turcomans \ that the capital ot Judea 
(hould, with all its dependencies, be put into the 
hands of the Latin Chrifttans ; that, for his part, 
he (hould refume the pofleflion of the other places 
which the Turcomans had taken from him; and if 
they extended their eonquefts to the territories of 
the enemy, they (heuld be divided equally between 
them 

The chriftian princes having figned this treaty, 
fent it back to the caliph by his ambaffadors, toge- 
ther with others from themfelves, to aftift in their 
name at the ratification of it. 

But the politick caliph, who was for regulating 
his conduit by events, detained the ambafiadors at 
his court upon various pretences, to fee, before he 
declared himfelf more openly, on which fide the 
viftory would turn. 

By the treaty between the princes of the crufade 
and the emperor Alexis, they were obliged, as we 
have faid, to put into his hands all fuch imperial 
towns as they (hould take from the infidels, or elfe 
to hold them of him as his vaffals : and the empe- 
ror, for his part, was to fend his troops to the main 
body of the army, and fupply the Latins with pro* 
vifions till the taking of Jerufalem. 

But as the Greek prince openly broke his word, 
the princes of the crufade thought themfelves di£» 

• Raymond d’Agil. 
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charged of their engagements. The fe princes, af- 
ter tk taking of Nice, continued their march and 
their conquefts, dividing their troops for their , mo re 
eafy fubfiftence. Thofe who commanded thefe dif- 
ferent bodies, feized on moftofthe towns in Ana- 
tolia. All Cilicia fell before them : Baldwin, bro- 
ther to Godfrey, made himfelf matter of the coun- 
ty of Ed til a, the people whereof, though fubje<St 
tQ the Turcomans, were moft of them Chrittians ; 
and, to ftrengthen himfelf againft the infidels, he 
ftruck up an alliancC x wkh an Armenian prince, and 
married his niece. 

Oft H The main army of the Latins advan- 
cing into Syria, marched up to Antioch, 
and rnvefled it. There was in the chy a eompieat 
army for a garrifon ; and feveral bodies of Turks 
coming up to relieve the place, kept the Chrittians 
themielves in a manner befieged. The fiege of An- 
tioch at the end of fevemh months was icarce far- 
ther advanced than it was the firtt day, and they 
would have been obliged to rife up, had it not been 
for the contrivance of Bohemund, who gained ant 
of the chief inhabitants. By means of this intelli- 
gence one of the gates was opened to him, and this 
prince, at the head of the troops which he ecmi^ 
manded, firtt entered the place, and planted his 
ftandards on the towers of Antioch. The princes 
of the crufade, in requital, granted him the fove- 
i’eignty of ir, and he preferved afterwards by his 
valour, a principality that he had acquired by his 
management • a prince young and handfome, of a 
ready capacity and infinuating behaviour, As great 
a politician as he was a foldier, and of whom th£ 
princefs Anna, in the hittory of her father thfc 
emperor Alexis, fays sfb many good things, And At 
the fame time fo many bad ones j both perhaps be- 
eaufe (he liked him too well. 

The 
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The taking of Antioch, and a fignai 
vi&ory gained by Bohemund overQuer- June 28.* 
bouca, general of Berearuc, fultan of 1*98. 
Perfia, and fon, of Gellaleden, opened 
a free pafiage to the conqueft of Jcrufalem. But 
the caliph of Egypt was beforehand with the Chri? 
Ilians. That infidel prince, taking advantage of 
the confufion the Selgeuddians were in, took the 
field, and recovered the capital of Judea, which the 
Turcomans had feized about thirty-eight years be- 
fore. 

The caliph of Egypt, feeing the Chriftians and 
Turcomans equally weakened by fuch a number of 
fi“ges and engagements, found his interefts had 
changed with»his fortune. He fent their ambafla- 
dors back to the princes of the crufade, without 
thinking fit to ratify the treaty concluded with his 
minifler* ; and charged the chriftian ambafladors 
to tell their matters, that having been happy enough 
to recover with his own, forces alone a place which 
his predecefibrs were in poftefiion of more than 
four hundred years, he knew very well how to 
keep it without any foreign fuccour : but the gates 
of it fhould be always open to chriftian pilgrims, 
provided they came thither but in finall numbers, 
and without arms. 

The princes, of the crufade refenting this breach 
of faith, and giving tbemfelves little diftut bance 
ahout his power, fent him word, that with the fame 
keys with which they had opened the gates of Nice, 
Antioch, Tarfus, and Edefifa, they knew how to 
open thofe of Jerufaletn : And after refi efhing their 
troops during the winter feafon and part 
of the fpring, they marched ftraight to Je- 1099. 
rufalem, and ariived there the feventh of June 7, 
June, A. D. 1099. 

Of that infinite number of the crufade which fee 
out from Eprope, which amounted to near feven 
hundred thoufand men, the greateft part had either 

perifhed 
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perifhed in the field, were carried off by ficknefi 
or had defer ted their colours, without reckoning 
the garrifons they were obliged to leave in Cilicia 
the county of Ldeflo, and principality of Antioch 
fo that there hardly remained twenty thoufand foo 
and fifteen hundred horfe fit for fervice. 

The caliph, or rather Aladin, fultan and genera 
of the caliph, had thrown forty thoufand regulai 
troops into the place, befides twenty thoufand in- 
habitants, Mahometans by religion, whom he had 
obliged to take up arms. The governor of the 
city {hut up the Chriftians he fufpedted in different 
prifons, and, among the reff, the adminiftrator ox 
the hofpital of St John of Jerufalem. 

He was a Frenchman, and named Gerard, born, 
as fome hiftorians * relate, in the iiland of Marti- 
gues in Provence, A defire of vifiting the holy 
places had brought him to Jerufalem, where feeing 
the charity exercifed in the hofpital of St. John, 
and being moved with fo eminent an example^ he 
had devoted himfelf long before to the fervice of! 
the pilgrims, at the fame time that Agnes, a Ro- 
man lady of illuftrious birth, governed the houfe 
appointed for the reception of perfons of her lex. 
All pilgrims were admitted into the hofpital of 
St. John without diftin&ion of Greek and Latin 5 
the very infidels received alms there ; and the in- 
habitants in general, of what religion foever they 
were, looked upon the adminiftrator of the hofpital 
as the common father of all the poor of the city. 

It was this general efteem, and the fear left he 
lhould make ule of it in favour of the befieged, 
that induced the governor to have him takeii into 
cuftody. That commander, to render the fiegc 
more difficult, caufed all the wells and cifterns fot 
five or fix miles round the city to be filled up : at 
the fame time he demolifhed the fuburbs, and burnt 

• Hifloire de Provence par Bouche, t. 1. p. 32. 
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ill fuch timber belonging to the houfes as 
might ferve for making military engines. But all 
thefe precautions, the fortifications of the place, 
and a numerous garrifonjdid not hinder the Chrifii- 
ans from fitting down before it. 

This city, one of the fineft in the eaft, and ever 
famous for the myfteries of our redemption there- 
in accomplifhed, had undergone feveral revoluti- 
ons. No body can be ignorant of all rhe horrors 
of the fiege laid to it by Titus Vefpafian, who, 
without any fuch defign, fulfilled the prophecies 
concerning it. The temple was entirely demolilh- 
ed, even in fpite of the conqueror himfelf. The 
emperor Adrian, after deftroying it a fecond time, 
rebuilt it again ; but then he made it of lefs com- 
pafs, and changed its name into iElia, becaule he 
himfelf was called -/Ulius. Jerufalem recovered its 
name and its former glory under Conftantine the 
firft chriftian emperor. Cofroes, grandfon of a- 
nother Cofroes, king of Perfia, in the time of the 
emperor Phocas, laid the Holy City again defolate; 
thirty thoufand inhabitants were put to the fword* 
and the famous church of St. Sepulchre was de- 
ftroyed. Heraclius, fucceflor to Phocas, recover- 
ed Jerufalem, and caufed the churches to be re- 
built. About the middle of the feventh century it 
was taken, as we obfeived before, by the caliph 
Omar; and the Sarazen Mahometans had been 
mailers of it for near four hundred years, when the 
Turcomans drove them thence. The fultan of 
Egypt had retaken it during the fiege of Antioch. 
T hat which the princes of the crufade laid to it 
lafttd only five weeks. Godfrey of Bouillon threw 
himfelf firft into the city by means of a wooden 
tower which he clapped to the walls. The Count 
of Tholoufe, who commanded at another 
attack, had the fame advantage; the ioc,p. 
whole army crouded into the place ; they July 15* 
pin all that mude any refiftance to the 
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fword ; and not only fo, but fuch as alfo threV 
down their arms. Above ten thoufand inhabitants! 
who had been promifed quarter, were . mafiacred 
afterwards in cold blood ; infants were inhumanly 
butchered at the bread, and in the arms of their 
mother ; every thing * fwam in blood, and the 
conquerors, tired at lad with daughter, looked oa 
it themielves with horror. 

This military rage ceafed at length, and gave 
way to more chriftian fentiments. The chieftains, 
after the neceflary precautions for the fecurity of 
their conqued, laid afide their arms, and went 
barefoot, with their foldiers after them, to prof- 
trate themfclves before the holy fepulchre. No- 
thing was to be heard in that facred place but fight 
and groans. *Twas a moving fpeftacle indeed to 
fee with what devotion thefe foldiers of the crufade 
vitited and kiffed the memorials of our Saviour’s 
fufferings ; and, what is dill more furprizing, thefe 
tears and fentiments of piety came from thofe very 
foldiers, who but a moment before had abandoned 
themfelves to the mod fhocking cruelties : fo true 
it is, that men are often Jed by principles entirely 
oppofite. 

The next day the biihops and prieds offered the 
holy facrifice in the churches, to return thanks to 
God for their happy fuccefs. They gave immedi- 
ate advice of it to pope Pafchal II. who then filled 
the chair of St. Peter, and ordered the day of its 
rednftion to be annually obfcrved as a folemn fedi* 
val for ever. 

From the duties of religion, they paffedmext to 
the cares of government. The princes ^nd lords 
affembled to determine who fhould be inveded with 
the fovereignty of this conqued. Every one, ac- 
cording to his inclination or interefts, propofed 

* Chriftian! cum paganis quin to hello conferto, tanta in ens caede 
debacchati funt, tit in fanguinc occiforum equitaiint ufque ad genua 
•quorum, Sig. Gembiac. p. Sit. 
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different perfons to fill that great dignity. Some 
named Raimond, count of Tholoufe 5 others Ro« 
bert Duke of Normandy; but at laft all their votes 
united in favour pf Godfrey of Bouillon, a prior e 
ftill more illuftrious for his piety than for his lingu- 
lar valour. The heads of the crufade conducted 
him in a folemn manner to the church of the holy 
fcpuJchre, in order to crown him there. But 
while the ceremony of inauguration was perform- 
ing* the religious prince refuiid a crown of gold 
which they offered him, protefting loudly, that 
they fhould never fee fo magnificent a crown upon 
his head, in a place where the Saviour of the world 
was crowned with one of thorns. He likewavs ab- 
folutely refufed the auguft name of King, and took 
only the fimpk title of Prote&or, or defender of, 
the holy fe pulchre - 

In the mean time, the caliph of Egypt’s general, * 
knowing nothing af the taking of Jerufalem, was 
inarching at the head of his army to raife the fiege ; 
but Godfrey prevented him. He advanced to meet 
him, attacked him on the edge of the defarts which 
divide Paieftine from Egypt, and beat and routed, 
his army. In acknowledgement, and for a memo- 
rial of this new viftory, he founded a chapter of 
Latin canons in the church of the holy fepulclire : 
he founded alfo another fomcrime after in the 
church of the temple, which ferved before for a* , 
mofquc to the infidels, and thefe canons in both 
churches followed the rule of Si. Auguftine, as 
cardinal James de Vitri, bifhop of Acri, relates id 
his hiftory, * an author, who, in refpeft of the 
affairs of the eaft, ought to be regarded as the ori* 
ginal hiftorian. 

The prince vifited next the houfe of the hofpi - 
tallers of St. John, the firft which the Latin 
Chriftianscver had in the city of Jerufalem. He 
was received there by the pious Gerard, and tho* 

• Ohtp. 5«. 
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ocher adminiftrators of che fame fraternity •* an j | 
there he found a great number of the foldiers of j 
the crufade, who had been wounded in the fiege 
and carried thither, after the taking of the place y s 
all of them agreed in extolling the great charity of 
the hofpitallers, who fpared no pains for their re- 
lief. 

The cardinal de Vitri relates, that the bread of 
thefe hofpitallers was made only of bran and the 
coarfeft flower, whilft they referved the fineft part 
ior the fuftenance of the fick and wounded ; a cir- 
cumftance indeed inconfiderable enough if any thing 
can be fo that proceeds from an eminent fund of 
charity. 

Several young gentlemen, who had juft an hap- 
py experience of it; renounced all thoughts of re- 
turning into their own country, and devoted them- 
i'elves in the houfe of Sr. John to the fervice of the 
poor and pilgrims^ Among the iliuftrious perfons | 
of the crufade, who took the habit of hofpitallers, j 
were Raimond, deputy of the province of Daupki- 
ny ; Oudon de Comps, of the fame province; 
Gaftus or Caftus, of the ci:y of Berdeiz ; Canon 
de Montaigu, of the province of Auvergne, and £ 
great number betides. 

Though Godfrey by this means loft fome gal- 1 
Jant men who had done him great fervices, he 
could not but look upon their change with joy r 
and perhaps with a pious emulation. But if the in- 
tereft and prefervation of Jerufalem kept him ftill 
at the head of the army, he would at ieaft contri- 
bute to the fupport of the houfeofSt. John, and 
therefore annexed to it the lordfhip of Montboire, 
with all its dependencies, which was formerly part 
of his own demefne in Brabant. 

Moft of the princes and lords of the crufade fol- 
lowed his example. The hofpital was in a little 
time enriched with a great number of lands and 
manors, as well in Europe as in Paleftine. This 

was 
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Was the in hands of the pious Gerard, a facred truft 
and certain fund for the relief of all the diftrefltd. 
'] he holy man was as yet only a mere 
fecular adminiftrator ; but after the ta- Gerard 
king of Jerufalem, the 1 de fire of great- ReCtor. 
er perfection induced him to propofe 
to the brothers and fitters of the hofpltal to take a 
regular habit, and dedicate their life in the hofpiral 
to the fervice of the poor and pilgrims. 

The brothers and fitters of the fraternity of hof- 
j*tallers, by his advice and example, renounced 
the world, and took the regular habit, which ii a 
plain black robe, having a white linen crofs of eight 
points fattened to it on the left fide near the heart : 
And the* patriarch of Jerufalem, after fir tt cloth- 
ing them wkh it, received from them three folemn 
vows of the order, which they made publick'y at 
the foot of the holy fepulchre. 

Pope Pafthal Ii. feme years after, confirmed 
this new inttbution, exempted the houfe of Jeru- 
felem, -and fuch as were dependent on it, from the 
payment of tithes, confirmed all endowments made 
or to be made in favour of the hofpital, and grant- 
ed, by a fpecial order, that after the death of Ge- 
rard, the harfpiwdlers fhoaJd have the foie right of 
ek&'nsg a new fuperior, without the interpofitioa 
of any power, either fecular or ecclefi lftical. 

In the mean time the foldrers of the crufade, ha* 
viog refeued the Holy City from fit very, moft of 
them prepared for their return to Europe. Of all 
that prodigious number that fet out from thence, 
and entered Afia, there ttaid only with Godfrey 
two thoufand foot and three hundred horfe that 
were attached to bis fortune, befides the brave 
Tancred, who would never abandon him. Bald* 
win, brother to Godfrey, retired to Edefla,in Me- 
fopotamia, of which he had made himfeif matter; 
Huftace, another brother of Godfrey’s, returned 
B 3 back 
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back to France ; and Bohemund being made prince 
of Antioch, fixed iiis rcfidence there. 

Every one of thefe princes was attended with the 
lords, gentlemen, officers and foldiers, who had 
come to the Holy Land under their banner, and io 
order to keep thefe gallant gentlemen with them, 
they procured them confiderable fettlements in their 
territories, as a teftimony and recompenfe of their 
valour ; and thefe feveral principalities may be faid 
to be all inhabited by a nation of conquerors. 

The reft of the crufade, whom the love of their 
country called back into Europe, returning home,, 
publiffied their conquefts, and the wonders God 
had vouchfafed to work by their arms. There is 
no expreffing the tranfport of the people, and the 
effect this extraordinary news had upon their minds. 
Of all the nations of Chriftendom, and of all pro* 
feffions indifferently, there were forming continu- 
ally as it were new brigades of pilgrims, who quitted 
their all to have the iatisfa&ion of feeing the Holy 
City delivered from the tyranny of the infidels. 
They were entertained in the houfe of St. John, 
and found there, a certain, and even an agreeable 
iubiiftence. 

This flux and reflux of pilgrims, all of whom 
carried back into their country teftimonies of the 
charity of the hofpitallers, occafioned them new 
benefactions from moft of the princes 6f the weft ; 
fo that there was fcarce a province in Chriftendom} 
where the houfe of St. John had not large eftates, 
and very confiderable fettlements. 

It was not long before the pious Gerard caufed a 
magnificent temple to be ereCted in honour of St. 
John the Baptift, and in a place which, according 
to ancient tradition, had ferved for a retreat to Za- 
charias, father to that great faint. Near this church 
were built various apartments and vaft buildings, 
fomc for the hofpitallers to dwell in, and others to 
entertain the pilgrims, and lodge the poor and 
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fick. The hofpitallers treated them all with equal 
charity ; they walhed with pleafure the feet of the 
pilgrims, d refled the fores of the wounded, and at- 
tended the fick, whilft^he holy priefts belonging to 
the houfe adminiftred to them the facraments of 
the church. 

The zeal of the hofpitallers was not confined 
within the city or territory of Jerufalem; the head 
and fuperior of this growing fociety extended his 
cares even into the weft : Out of the eftates, which 
he poflefled by the liberality of chriftian princes, 
he founded hofpitals in the principal maritime pro- 
vinces of Europe ; and thefe houfes, which were a 
fort of daughters to that of Jerufalem, and may be 
looked upon as the firft commanderies of this or- 
der, ferved to collect the pilgrims in a body, who 
had devoted themfelv.es to the voyage of the Holy 
Land. Care was there taken for their embarkation ; 
they found fliip*, guides and convoys ; at the fame 
time that other care was taken of fuch as fell fick, 
and were not in a condition to continue fo long a 
voyage. 

Such were the houfes of St. Giles in Provence, 
Sevil in Andalufia, of Tarento in Apulia, Medina 
in Sicily, and abundance of others, which pope 
Pafchal II. took afterwards, like that of Jerufalem, 
under the particular protection of the holy fee, and 
which his fucceflbrs honoured with various privi- 
leges. 

Whilft this new order was thus recommending 
itfelf no lefs in Europe than in Alia, Godfrey of 
Bouillon, to reduce a confufed military govern- 
ment to fome form and regularity, called a kind of 
aflembly of the eftates of the kingdom, where he e« 
naCted new laws, the collection of which, common- 
ly called the aflize of Jerufalem, was figned by that 
prince, and fealed with his coat of arms* and be- 
caufe this collection was lodged in the church of 
the holy fepulchi e, it was generally called the w* h> 
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ings of the holy fepukrhre. The prince, after carer 
# fo worthy of a fovereign, toTk the field again, and 
made himfclf mailer of Tiberias, and the other 
towns fituated on the lake of Gewnefareth* and of 
the greateft part of Galilee, the government of 
which he gave to Tancred. 

Godfrey would have reduced all Pale ftme^ if a 
contagious ficknefe had not flopped the progrefs of 
his arms. He died with the fame fern i meats of 
piety that had brought him to the Holy 

} i oo. Land; and by his death the Sarazeos were 
uly i&. rid of a formidable enemy, and the 
Chriftian* loft a noble champion and 
great commander. He left two brothers behind I 
him, whole names were Euftace and Baldwin ; bat 
as the eldeft was Returned into Europe, the young- 
cr^then count of Edefla, was fent for to fucceed 
him ; and this prince, before be went to Jerufalem* 
'Tefigned that large territory to the count du Borurg 
his coufin. 

Baldwin aflumed the majeftic title of king, which 
Godfrey of Bouillon, out of a fpirit of piety, had 
refufed to accept. Baldwin was not perhaps infe- 
rior to his brother in valour ; but his courage was 
not fupported by an equal capacity in the conduit 
of an army. He was more a foldier than a general, 
and not very fcrupulous in converfing with women; 
which laft was the principal failing of this new fu & 
ceflor of David. 

This prince, who is reckoned rhe firff king of Je- 
rufalem, was in war all his reign, and engaged with 
various fuccefs, often victorious, (ometimes beaten, 
but never difeouraged from fighting. After a de- 
feat, he returned the next day to attack the infidels, 
and never let either his own foldiers or his enemies - 
reft; he befieged and took Ptolemais or Acre, a fa- 
mous city and harbour. 

During his reign the city of Tripoli hi 
Syria* after a fiege of four years, flu ren- 
dered 


Digitized by Google 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 4 f 

rfcred to Sourdain nephew to Raimond, count of 
Tholoulc, who delivered it up afterwards to Ber- 
trand, the count's natural Ton.- The king on his 
fide took Sidon and Berytua; and all the places a-* 
long the coaft yielded to the force of his arms, ex- 
cept Tyre alone, which he was defigning to befiege y 
when after a rergn of eighteen years, a dy- 
fentuy, occafioned by the fatigues of war, 1 n8. 
carriecfethim to his grave. 

Baldwin du Bourg, or Baldwin II. his coufin, 
count of ildefia, fucceeded him in the crown of Jc- 
xufalem, as he had done before in that counry,^ 
which he refigncd likewife in his turn to Jofcelioe 
de Courtenay his kinfman. Baldwin, following the 
fteps of the two princes his predcceflors, thought 
only of preferving by new conquefts the crown* 
which they had acquired for him. But whilft this* 
prince by his valour kept the infidels at a diftance 
from the capital of Judea, the hofpitallers 
loft the blefied Gerard, the father of the 1118. 
poor and pilgrims. That virtuous man, af- 
fer having arrived to an exceeding old age, expired' 
in the arms of his brethren, altnoft: without any 
ficknefs, and fell, as we may fay, like a fruit ripe 
for eternity. 

The hofpitallers aflembled after his death tochufe 
him a fuccefibr, purfuant to 
the bull of pope Pafchal IL Raimond Dupuy,. 
There was no divifion upon firft military Grand- 
the point ; all their votes u- mafter. 
nited in favour of brother 

Raimond Dupuy, a gentleman of the province of 
Dauphiny, of an illufhious houfe, which after fo 
many ages, is ftill fubfifting at this day under the 
name of Dupuy Montbrun. 

The blefied Gerard, to engage the hofpitallers in 
the fervice of the poor and pilgrims, contented him- 
felf with infpiring into them fentiments of charity 
and humility. His fucceffor thought it neceflary to 

enforce 
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enforce the duty by particular ftatutes ; aod with 
the content of the whole chapter,- drew them up in 
iiich a manner, that they feemed to have been made 
only to fecure in that holy houfe a mare fure and 
obfervance of the folemn vows of their pro- 
feflion. 

The new matter of the liofpitallers formed a dc- 
fign of adding tothefe and the duties of hofipitaiity, 
an obligation to take up arms for the defenactof the 
holy places ; and he refoLved to draw out of hi* 
houfe a military body, and a fort of a perpetual 
erufade, who were to be iubjeft to the orders of the 
kings of Jerufalem, and to make a particular pro- 
fcfiion of fighting agaioft the infidels. 

For the clearing up of a fa£t fo important to the 
order whofe hittory we write, it muftbe obferved* 4 
that what was called at that time the kingdom of Je- 
rufalem, confided only of that capital, and foine o- 
ther cities, feparated for the xnoft part by places ftiH 
in pofieffion of the infidel's, fo that the Latins 
could not pafs from one to the other without dan- 
ger, or a large guard. The country too about theft 
chriftian towns was fllli inhabited by- Mahometan 
peafants, who looking on the Chrifiians as enemies 
to their religion, affafiinated and robbed them, 
whenever they could furprize them with advantage 
and without danger of difeovery. The Latins were 
fcarcc more fecure in the boroughs and towns that 
were not walled ; robbers entered them by night 
and cut the throats of the inhabitants ; and what 
was yet more grievous, this little ftate was ftiil in a 
manner befieged on all fides, cither by the Turco- 
mans or by the Sarazens of Egypt, two formidable 
powers, who, without a&ing in concert, had yet 
neither of them any other view bur to drive the 
Cfarittians out of Syria and Paleftrne. Thus were 
the Latins obliged to maintain an almoft continual 
war : and in the winter feafon, when the armies 
were no longer able to keep ike field, different par- 
ses 
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tics of infidels were perpetually harailing the coun- 
try ; deftroying alt before them with fire and fword* 
mafiacring the men, and carrying the women and 
children away into an odious flavery. . 

The matter of the hofpital, touched with thefe 
calamities, and feeing himfelf at the head of a great 
body of hofpitallers, formed the moft noble, and 
withal the moft extraordinary defign, that ever en- 
tered into the mind of a monk, tied down by his 
proftffion to the fervice of the poor and fick. 

God, who had infpired Raimond with this noble 
projeX, had given him all the qualities proper to 
make it fucceed ; an illuftrious birth, exalted fen- 
timents, large and extended views, and an ardent 
zeal, which made him wiih for an opportunity of 
facrificing his own life to fare that of a Chriftian. 

He was every moment reprefentihg to himfelf the 
great number of the inhabitants of Paleftine furpriz- 
ed and murdered by the infidels, others of them 
groaning in irons, the women and virgins expofed 
to the brutality of robbers, and the debauches of 
thefe barbarians, yet more infupportable than their 
cruelties ; in a word, the Chriftians in general, ei- 
ther to avoid torments, or to fave their life or ho- 
nour, expofed to. the temptation of renouncing Je- 
fusChrift. Thefe difmal reflexions, and the de- 
fire of preferving to the Saviour of the world, the 
fouls which he had purchafed with his blood, con- 
tinually perplexed the mailer of the hofpital ; it was 
the ordinary fubjeX of his meditations. He con- 
fulted everyday at the foot of the altar the’* author 
andinfpirer of this pious defign. PreiTed at laft by 
a particular call, he fummoned a chapter, and pro* 
poftd to his breihren of the order, to refume, as 
being foldiers of Jefus Chrift, the arms which moft 
of them had quitted to ferve him in the perfon of 
the poor, and in the hofpital of St. John. 

Raimond owed his dignity merely to the luttreof 
his virtues : his friars looked upon this propofol as 

a new 
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a new inftance of his zeal ; and though it appeared 
not very compatible with their firft engagement, and 
the fun €t ions of hofpitality, yet the laudable de fire 
of defending the holy places made them look over 
the difficulties that mi^ht arife in the erercife of 
two fo different profeflions. The hofpitallers, moft 
of them the companions or foldiers of Godfrey de 
Bouillon, generoufly refumed their arms with the 
patriarch’s permiflion. However, they agreed ne« 
ver to make ufe of them but againft the infidels ; 
and it was refolved, that without abandoning their 
firft engagements, or the care of fuch as were fick 
or in poverty, part of thefe monks fhould be ready 
to mount on horfeback whenever there was occafi- 
on, to oppofe the incurfions of the infidels, Befides, 
the order was by this time rich and powerful e- 
nough to hire forces upon prefling oceafions : and 
it was afterwards by this fuccourthat they fupporr- 
ed with fo much bravery the tottering throne of the 
kings of Jerufalenu 

Raimond, having brought his brethren of the or- 
der into his projt is faid to have diftributed the 
whole body of the hofpitallers into three clafies. 
The firft confifting of gentlemen of birth, who for- 
merly held rank in the army ; thefe were appointed 
to bear arms. In the fecond clafs were the priefts 
and chaplains, who,' befides the ordinary functions 
of their character, either in the church or in atten- 
dance upon the fick, were likewife obliged to ferve 
by turns as chaplains in the camp : and as to fuch 
as were’ neither of noble families, nor ecclefia (ticks, 
they were called freresfervans, i. e. ferving brothers, 
from the office afligned them by the knights, as well 
with regard to the fick as in the armyj and they 
were diftinguifhed afterwards by a coat of arms dif- 
fering in colour froip that of the knights. Not- 
withstanding this diftindtion, all thefe monks form- 
ed but one body, and (hared equally in mOft of the 
rights and piivileges of the order. ' 
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As this new order multiplied exceedingly in a 
little time, and moft of the young gentry flocked 
from different parts of Europe to enrol themielves 
under its banner, they made a new diftin&ion ac- 
cording to the country and nation of each knight, 
and divided them into feven languages, viz. thefe of 
Provence, Auvergne, France, Italy, Arragon, 
Germany and England. This divifion is at this 
day frill fubfifting in the fame manner, excepting 
that in the firft ages of the order, the priories, bai- 
liwicks and commanderies were common to all the 
knights indifferently ; whereas thofe dignities have 
been fince annexed to each particular language and 
nation. The Englifh are no longer reckoned a- 
mong thefe languages, lince herefy has infected that 
kingdom ; and to that of Arragon they have added 
the languages of Caftile and Portugal. 

The regular habit confided of a black robe with a 
pointed mantle of the fame colour, upon which was 
fowed a pointed cowl. This fort of garment was cal- 
led manteau a bee, and had upon the left fide a 
crofs of white linen with eight points ; a drefs which 
in thofe firft times, was, as well as the name of 
hofpitallers, common to all the monks of the order. 

But after thefe hofpitallers had taken upon them 
the military badge, perfons of high birth being out 
of an idle pun&ilio fliy of entering into an order 
where they were blended with ferviug brothers, 
Alexander IV. to remove this obltacle, thought fit 
to fettle a proper diflin&ion between the ferving 
brothers and the knights. With this view, he or- 
dered, that for the future none but the latter 
fhould wear in the houfe the black mantle, and in 
the camp a fopra vefte, or coat ©f arms with a 
white crofs upon a red field like the arms upon the 
ftandard of the order, which are Gueules a la croix 
pleine d’argent ; and by a particular ftatute it was 
provided, that j'uch knights, as (hould in battle de- 
Vol.I. £ fert 
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fert their rank and fly, fhould be deprived of the 
habit and crofs of the order. 

The form of government in this order feems to 
have been at that time, as it is now, purely arifto- 
cratical. The fuprerne authority was velted in the 
council, of which the mafter of the hofpitallers 
was president, and as fuch, he had two votes in cafe 
of a divilion. This council had the management 
of the great eftates pofTefled by the order both in 
Aha and Europe. 

To take care of thefe eftates, they fent thither 
feme old hofpitallers with the title of preceptors, 
whofe commiffion lafted only fo long as the mafter 
and council thought fit ; fo that thefe preceptors 
were looked upon at that time only as fte wards and 
mere adminiftrators of part of the eftate of the or- 
der, for which they were accountable to the trea- 
fury. 

*Twas from thefe funds, which were every day 
improving by a wife ceconomy, that they furnifhed 
the neccffiry fuccours for maintenance of the houfe 
of Jerufalent, and particularly for the charges of 
the war, and the pay of fuch fecular foliiiers as the 
order took into their fervice. 

Almoft all thefe revenues were remitted from 
the weft to Paleftine, the preceptors referved btlt a 
very fmall part for their own fubfiftence. Thofe 
true friars obferved the fame aufterity under the 
privileges of their commiftion as in the convent. 
They lived in a collegiate way, many together, and 
formed a fociety. Charity to the poor and pil- 
grims diftinguifhed itlelf as much in thefe particu- 
lar houfes, as in the head of the erder, and in the 
hofpital of St. John. Their purity of life was no lefs 
remarkable than their difinterefted temper of not ap- 
propriating any thing to themfelves ; and after the 
order had taken up arms in the eaft againft the Sara- 
zetis and Turcoman?, the .hofpitallers, who were in 
the weft, and in the houfes of the order, to aft a- 
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grceably to their profrffion, and difcharge the ob- 
ligations they lay under, never failed in their turn, 
and purfuant to the orders they received from the 
matter, # to repair either to the army of Paleltine, or 
to thofe that were fent againft the Moors in bpaw, 
aod afterwards againft the Albigenfes in r ranee. 
But none of them were ever known to engage in 
the wars raifed between Chriftian prince >. ^ A 
knight hofpitaller was only a foldier of Jelus Chi lit ; 
^nd when the interefts of religion did not oblige 
him to take up arm9, be was never feen employed 
but in the care of the poor and fick : this was the 
fpirit of the order, and- the uniform practice or au- 
the hofpitallers. 

Raimond Dupuy having got his defign approved 
by the patriarch of Jerufalem, his natural luperior, 
and having received his blefting, went at the head 
of his brethren, all armed, to offer their fervice to 
Baldwin du Bourg, the fecond king of Jerufalem. 
That prince was agreeably furprized at it, and look- 
ed upon that body of gentlemen, as a fuccour lent 
him from heaven. 

*Tis aftonifhing that none of the hiftorians of 
that time take aoy v notice of the year in which thele 
hofpitallers had recourfe to arms, and that thole 
writers have kept the fome lilencc with regard to 
their exploits, or at leaf! have fpoken of them only 
by the by, and very fupeiiicially. However, we 
learn from a bull of Pope Innocent II. bearing 
date A. D. 1 130, that they talked of nothing in all 
Europe but of the important fervices done the kings 
of jerufalem by the holpitallers againft the infidels ; 
which fuppofcs, that they hajd been fome time be- 
fore in arms : and yet there is no carrying the e- 
pocha we are in fearch of higher than A. D. 1 1 iB, 
when Raimond Dupuy was dignified with the ma- 
fterftnp of this new militia. 

The king of Jerufalem had great need of this 
fiiccourr he was obliged to defend againft formi- 
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dable enemies, as well his own kingdom, as the 
counties of lideffa and Tripoli which held of it, 
without reckoning the principality of Antioch, 
which was united in one common intereft with the 
crown of Jerufalem, though the princes of Antioch 
pretended to* be independent of it. 

The county of Edcfla comprehended almoft all 
Mefopotamia, and extended itfelf between the Eu- 
phrates and the Tigris. Baldwin I. had made a 
conqueft of it, and, after his acceffion to the throne 
of Jerufalem, had refigned it to Baldwin du Bourg 
his coufin, who in like manner, upon his advance- 
ment to the crown of Jerufalem, inverted his kinf- 
man Jofceline de Courtenay with his county. The 
county of Tripoli comprehended feveral places fi- 
tuated along the fea of Phoenicia, from Maraclea 
as far as the river Adonis, * where began what was 
then called the kingdom of Jerufalem, which foon 
extended its frontiers as far as the defart which di- 
vides l'a-ertine from Egypt. Bertrand, fonofRar- 
mond count of Tholoufe, was count of Tripoli; 
and Bohemund II. prince of Antioch, had fucced- 
ed the famous Bohemund his father, who died in 
Apulia on his return from France, where he had 
married the princefs Conltance, daughter of Philip 
I. king of France. 

Bohemund 11 . the iflue of this marriage was firft 
put under the guardianfhip of the brave Tancred 
his coufin ; hue that prince dying foon after, the 
regency was conferred upon Roger, fon of Ri- 
chard, of the fame houfe, a prince of great valour, 
but ambitious, and who having the fovereign autho- 
rity only in truft, gave reafon from his conduft to 
ftifpeft, that he afpired to the principality itfelf. 

Whilft Roger, guardian to young Bo- 

1119. hemund, governed this great principality, 
Gafi, one of the Turcoman princes, Del 
of Kuvin of the fame nation, king of Damafcus, 


• Thsunirai. 


and 


Digitized by Google 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 53, 

*adl>ebeis chief of a powerful t . ibe s^mong the 
Mahometan Arabians, .joined their forces to drive 
all the Latin Chriftiansout of Syria. Tbefe infi- 
dels entered the territories or the principality at the 
bead of a formidable army, carried feveral fmall 
towns, and put all to fire and fword in the country. 
The regent, furprized at this invafion, fent immediat- 
ly to give advice of it to the king of Jerufalem to Jo-* 
fceline de Courten.ay, lord of Edefl t, and to^ Ponce 
count of Tripoli, and fucceflor to count Bertrand. 
AU thefe princes fent him word, that they would * 
adduce without lofs of time to his fuccour, Ro- 
ger", in expectation of their coming up, threw him- 
ieif into the city of Antioch with what troops he 
had, and at the fame time cauftd the inhabitants to 
arm. i’he infidels, not caring to engage in a fiege, 
which they forefaw aiuft be long and bloody, en- 
deavoured to draw* the regent out of the town by 
ravaging the country. And accordingly Roger, 
who from his palace fa w_ with anguifh the villages 
in a flame, could no longer govern his reftntment, 
but tranfported with courage, l allied out of the ci- 
ty; and, contrary to the advice of his principal of- 
ficers, advanced again ft the enemy . His whole force 
wjs but about feveh hundred horfc and three thou- 
Lnd foot; yet with this handful of troops, and, 
without fo much as confidering the forces of his 
enemies he ventured to attack them. The Tur- 
comans to flatter his confidence gave way at firff, 
feigned a retreat, and drew him infeniibly into an 
ambufcade. Hd" then favv himlelf furrouned in a 
moment ; a multitude, of barbarians fell upon him 
from all lides. In vain did the Chriffian prince en-: 
deavour to Open himfeif a way through the fqua- 
drohs of the infidels; what effort foever he could 
make, his troops, overwhelmed with numbers, 
were cut in pieces, and the regent’s precipitation 
coil him his life and the greateff part of iris little' 
army. 
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The vi&orious infields, flattering themfelvfs that 
’ they fhould gain as eafy a triumph over the troops 
which the king was bringing up, marched to fur- 
prife him. They had no difficulty to meet with an 
enemy that fought them ; both armies came in fight, 
even before their commanders expelled it ; there 
was a neceffity of- engaging. This was the firft oc- 
cafion upon which the knights of St. John fignali* 
zed their zeal againft the infidels. The alfion was 
long and bloody ; they fought on- both fides with 
that averfion which is ufually feen between nations 
that are enemies, and of different religions. Bald- 
win, a prince full of courage, at the head of his 
nobles, and followed by Raimond and the hofpital- 
lers, throws' himfelf into the midft of the thickeft 
battalions ; he pufhes, prefles, and breaks through 
every thing that oppofes him. The foldiers, ani- 
mated by his example, follow the way that he had 
opened for them ; they enter fword in hand into 
thofe fhrinking battalions, and, in fpite of ail re- 
fiftance, force them to feek for fafety in flying. In 
vain did the emirs ufe menaces to rally them, what- 
ever they could do, their whole force difbanded, 
and their terrified foldiers fhewed manifeftly, that 
in a rout they fear r.othing but the enemy and 
death. • 

The king of Jerufalcm entered viltorious into 
Antioch, where he regulated every thing that rela- 
ted to the defence of the place, and the civil go- 
vernment*; and leaving a ftrong garrifon in it, re- 
turned to Jerufalem, where he was received by his 
fubjelts with that applaufc-which always attends a 
favourable fortune. 

This prince thought of nothing now but enjoy- 
ing a little reft, as the mo ft- agreeable fruit of his 
viltory, when he heard that Jofceline de Courtenay, 
count of Edeffi, had been furprifed in an ambu- 
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fcadc by B.ilac, one of the moft powerful 
emirs of the Turcomans, and was taken I12Z. 
prifoner by that infidel prince. Baldwin, 
for fear the emir fliould take advantage of Courte- 
nay’s misfortune, and befiege Edeffa, fet out imme- 
diatly with what troops he had, made great marches 
croffed the Jordan, and advanced into the country. 
But going in perfon to reconnoitre the camp of the 
infidels, whether he was betrayed, or too much ex- 
pofed, he favv himfeif in a moment furrounded by 
a party fuperior to his guard ; which being cut in 
pieces before his face, he was obliged, with Galle- 
ran his coufin, to furrender himfeif to the enemy, 
and undergo the fame fate with the prince of 
Edeffa. 

It is impoffible to exprefs the confternation of 
Baldwin's troops, when they heard of his captivity: 
a great number of the foldiers, as if the war had 
been at an end, or becaufe they defpaired of being 
able to refill the infidels, difbanded themfelves. The 
hofpitallers, in conjunction with what troops re- 
mained, unable to keep the fkld or flop the pro- 
grefs of the enemy, threw themfelves into Edeffa 
and other places of that county, which they pre- 
fixed for Courtenay. 

The caliph of Egypt, to make his advantage of 
the king of Jerufalem's misfortune, caufed 
one of his generals to enter Judea on that 1123. 
fide next Afcalon : the general advanced 
to Jaffa, and invefted it by land, whilft a fleet of 
the fame nation blocked up the place by Tea. 

In fo melancholy .a juncture, it could not be ima- 
gined that the Latins could at one and the fame 
time make head againft the Turcomans and Sara- 
cens, who attacked them on different fides. T he 
Saracens had formed the fiege of J iffi both by land 
and fea. Euftace Gamier, lord of Sydon or Scyde, 
and Cefarea, and conftable of Paleftine, though in 
ao age far advanced, gathered a body of about le- 
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ven thoufand men, which made the main forced of 
tint little ftate, and with what knights he* could 
mutter in the houfe of Jerufalem, marched dire&ly 
againft the enemy. He made foch. expedition* that he 
furprifed them, forced their lines, and cut in pieces' 
all thofe that in the confufion were unable to reco- 
ver their vefllls, their fleet having flood off to fea, 
and failed towards Alexandria. The Chriftian ge- 
neral, upon advice that the garrifon of Afcalon 
was ravaging the country, without allowing his fol- 
diers any time to reft, led them immediately up thi- 
ther. He found part of the foidiers of the garri- 
fon difperfed and bufy in pillaging. The conftahle, 
at the head of his troops, fell upon thefe pillagers, 
who were oft' their guard, killed all that endeavuur- 
ed to rally, took a great number of prifoners, and 
none efcaped huta few that were fortunate enough 
to get back into Afcalon. 

Thefe two victories were foon followed by a third, 
and by a new difafter for the Saracens. We have 
obferved that their fhips, upon the defeat of their 
land army, had let fait. Thefe fhips in their re- 
treat, as they were failing off the coaft of Afcalon, 
fell ijn with a fleet of Venetians, commanded by the 
noble Henry Michieli, duke or doge of Venice, 
who, after an obftinate engagement, funk part of 
them, and made himfelf matter of the reft. 

William des Barres, lord of Tiberias, had juft 
fucceeded count Gamier, who died during this ex- 
pedition, in the command of the land army. The 
new general lent to congratulate the doge of Venice 
upon the happy fuccefs of his arms, and propofed 
an interview. The Venetian fleet entered into the 
port of Jaffa ; others fay into that of Acre or Fto- 
lemais. The duke was received there with all the 
honours and marks of acknowledgement, that were 
due to fo important a vidlory. They loaded his 
chief officers with prefents , the fleet received re- 
frefliments and pruviffons in abundance, and the 
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duke went to pay his devotions at Jerufalem, where 
he palled the Chriftmas. The patriarch of that 
city, Dcfbarres, and the principal lords of the 
country, laying hold of the opportunity, while he 
was thus pioufly difpofed, made a propofal to Mi- 
chieli, of blocking up the port of Tyre with his 
fleet, whiie’the land army befieged the place. The 
enterprize was great and very difficult to be execu- 
ted, yet Defbarres made him fenfiblc of the im* 
portance and ufefulnefs of his projeft. 

But as the Venetian was not to be fatisfied with 
a barren glory, and aggravated the charges nf the 
en'ejprize, he declared, that if the fuccefs of their 
arms was favourable, he infifted on fharing the con- 
queft with the king of Jerufalem, and to have a 
moiety of it in entire fovereignty. He did not ftickr 
here ; but as he knew they could not do without 
bis fleet, he demanded for the Venetians a church, 
aftreet, a common oven *, baths, and a particular 
cxercife of jurifdi&ion in Jerufalem, and in all the 
towns depending on that kingdom. This was in a 
manner to fhare the fovereignty of it : but as after 
all it was of the laft confequence to the Cbiiftians 
of Palefline to drive the infidels out of Tyre, and 
there was no doing without a fleet for a fiege of that 
importance, they agreed, after feveral conferences, 
that the Venetians fhould have a third part of the 
city. They even complied with moft of the other 
conditions, hard and extraordinary as they were, 
and figned a treaty, which would have been fcanda- 
lous if it had not been in a manner mceflaiy. A- 
mong the names of the prelates and principal lords^ 
of the kingdom which fubfci ibed the treaty, we do- 
not find that of Raimond Dupuy ; whether he ftaid 
at Edeffit for defence of the county, or did not care 
'o fubfcribe a treaty which entrenched on die fove-~ 

• Tout bjnal fi nifies a common oven for all the inhabitants of the* 
jarifdiflion wherein it (lands. Cot-grave. 
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reignty of the king. However this be, the treaty 
was no fooner figned than every thing was in motion. 
The fl^et on one tide, and the land army on the 
other, came before Tyre, and begirt the place clofe. J 
They opened the trenches, the fiege was loon 
and bloody, and the hofpitaliers acquired a great 
deal of glory in different attacks ; in fine, the be- 
fieged preffed at the fame time by fea and land, and 
feeing no hope of fuccours, defired to capitulate* 
The conditions were agreed on, and the 
1 124. treaty executed punctually on both fides, 
July 30. as was alfo that with the Venetians ; and 
in concert with their doge, they |fta« 
blilhed afterwards in the city an archbifhop, named 
William, by nation an Epglifhman, and prior of 
the holy fepulch re, who was confecratcd by Guari- 
niond, patriarch of Jerufalem. 

During the fiege of Tyre, Jofcdine de Courtepay* 
efcaping out of Balaq's piifon, came back to his do- 
minions, muttered up all the force he could, brought 
a fmall body of an army into the field* marched 
againft his enemy, gave him battle, and killed hioa 
with his own hand. This vi&ory, and the emir's? 
death, were the occaffon of the king of Jerufalem’s 
liberty *. Balac’s widow, either affc&ed with the 
merit of her prifoner* or afraid that he ihould 
make his efcape, and (he Iofe his ranfom, made a 
truce with him, and fixed a price for his liberty. 
Baldwin agreed* to pay her an hundred thoufand 
pieces of lilver money, of what they called Miche- 
lins : he paid half of it down, and for the reft he 
gave h$r in hoftage one of the princeflhs his daugh- 
ters, that was five years old. 

This prince's* return into his dominions brought 
joy, and. afterwards plenty thither. Bald*- 
L124. win, convinced that the true riches of afo- 
vereign conlifts in the wealth of his fubjttts, 

• * Will. Tyr. 1. 13. c. 26*. 
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publifhed a general fafe conduct for all perfons, of 
what religion and party foever they were, that 
fhould bring corn and merchandife into his poris. 
With an exemption from all cuftoms. This liberty 
Jdrew thither merchants from all nations, re-efta- 
ittifhed commerce, and rendered this prince at the 
fame time more powerful and formidable to his 
neighbours. 

Borfequin and Doldekuvin, thofe two Turcoman 
princes, always raging againft the Chriftians, made 
frefti incurfions into the principality of Antioch. 
That (late, though a fovereign one, was, during the 
minority of young Bohemund, under the protection 
Of the king of Jerufalem. Baldwin, on the firft 
Dews of thfr enterprife of the infidels, took the field, 
and marched with fo much fecrecy and expedition, 
that he furprifed the enemy, forced their camp, and 
took fo great a number of prifoners, that their ran- 
fom ferved to redeem the prince fs his daughter, 
whom he had given in hoftage to Balac’s widow. 
From Syria he marched back into Palestine, where 
he reprefled the incurfions of the garrifon of Afca- 
km, which railed contributions as far as the gates 
of Jaffa. 

1 his prince opened the following campaigne with 
a new victory, which ^he gained over Doldekuvin. 
It was followed by the taking of Rapha, a ftrong 
place in the county of Tripoli. The hofpitallers 
attended the king in all thefe expeditions, but no 
body acquired more glory than Fulk, count of An- 
jou, one of the great eft foldiers of the age. The 
pilgrimage of Jerufalem, fo ufual at that time, had 
brought him into the Holy Land : he was fon of 
Folk, furnamed le Rechin, or the ill-humoured, 
and of Bertrade de Monfort, afterwards wife or 
concubine to Philip I king of France. 

This Fulk had married Eremhurge, only daugh- 
ter of Hclie count of Maine, by whom he had two 
fons and two daughters. The count and cotmtefs 

lived 


Digitized by Google 



60 HISTORY OF THE 

lived very happily together, till death parted iheitij 
The couotefs died, and the Earl, full of grief fe>i 
her lofs, travelled to the Holy Land, where for a 
year he maintained an hundred knights at his own 
expence. This prince, at their head, lignalized 
hinrdclf on various occafions againft the infidels 
Time having wrought its ordinary effect upon grief 
and the term he had fixed for his pilgrimage being 
expired, he was feized with an impatience of return^ 
ing into his own dominions. King Baldwin, who 
had been witnefs of his valour, could not fee him 
in this difpofition without great concern ; and therej 
fore to keep him if poffible, and engage -him more 
particularly in the defence of the Holy Land, hi 
offered him the prince's Melefinda his eldefl daugh- 
ter in marriage, with the promife of appointing hirt 
his fucceffor, and making him be acknowledged aS 
fuch ; and to leave him no manner of uneafinefi 
on account of the princefs Alice his fecond daugh*- 
ter, he married her to young Bohemund prince o( 
Antioch. Fulk accepted the king’s pro pofal with 
great fa isfa&ion ; but the care he owed to his cbih 
dren obliged him before he married to take 
1126. a voyage into France. He fet out fome 
time afterwards, leaving the king and all 
^his court in much grief for his abfer.ee, and impa- 
tient of his return. The departure of this prind 
was luckily recompenfed by a new and un- 
1 1 28. expelled fuccour, which a zeal like that of 
the hwfpitallers produced in favour of the 
pilgrims and Chriftians of Paleftine. 

Hugh de Payens, Geoffrey de St. Aldemar, and 
feven other gentlemen, all Frenchmen, whofe names 
are not prefeived in hiftcry, moved With the dan- 
gers to which pilgrims were expofed in going to Je* 
rufalem and coming from it, formed among them 
a little fociety, to^lerve as a guard to conduit an d 
bring them back afterwards beyond the defiles of 
' the mountains and the paffages of greateft danger. 
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It was at firft only a meer aflbciarion of fome pri- 
vate perfons, who, without obliging themfelves to 
any rule, or taking the monaftic habit, went to meet 
the pilgrims, when they were requefted to do fo. 
Brompton # , an hiftorian almoft cotemporary with 
them, relates, that in his time thefe gentlemen were 
fuppofed to be pupils of the hofpitaliers, and to 
have fubfifted fever al years only by relief frdjia them. 
They retired into an houfe near the temple, fwbich. 
occafioned their having afterwards the name of 
Templars, or knights of the temple f. The king 
of Jerufalem having made choice of % Hugh de 
Payens to fend him to Rome to folicit for fuccour, 
and if poffible a new crulade ; this pious gentleman, 
after acquitting himfelf worthily of his commiffion 
to Pope Honorius II. who was then in the chair 
of JSt. Peter, prefented his afibciates to him, enter- 
tained him with their zeal for the fecurity of pil- 
grims, and defired his permiffion to form a religious 
and military order, in imitation of that of the hof- 
pitalltrs. 

The fovereign pontiff referred them to the fa- 
thers of the council which was then fitting at Troyes 
in Champagne. Hugh and his companions went 
thither, and he that (poke in their name laid before 
the affembly their vocation, and the project they 
had formed of taking a religious habit, and found- 
ing a military order, which fhould devote itfelf to 
the defence of the Holy Land, and of the pilgrims 
who (hould travel thither. T he fathers approved 
the holy undertaking, and referred the care of pre- 
feribing a rule and form of regular habit for this 
infant order to lit. Bernard, who was prefent at the 
council. We have the rule Bill remaining, or at 
baft an extraft of ir, in which, among other artl* 

% Chronic. Joan. Brompton. hift. Ang.fcrip, p. xcpS. Edit. 
u>nd. iS 5 2 # 

t Sec Guil. Tyr. lull 1 . 1 . I*, c. II. p. 891. 
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cl es, St. Bernard ordered them, inftead of prayers 
and offices, to fav over every day a certain number 
of pater nofters ; which would make one imagine, 
that thefe warriors at that time knew not how to 
read. Another ftatute requires, that they (hotikl 
not eat flefh above three days in a week ; bu? then 
it allows them three diffies on days of ab Hnence. 
The holy abbot, with regard to their military fer- 
vice, declared, that each templar might have one 
efquire, or ferving brother at arms, and three (ad- 
dle horfes # : but he forbade all gilding and fupcr- 
fiuous ornaments in their equipage. He ordered 
that their habits ihould be white, and as a mark of 
their profeffion, pope Eugenius III. added after- 
wards a red crofs placed over the heart. 

Hugh and his companions having obtained the 
council’s approbation, returned to Rome to get 
both the rule of their order : and the order itfelf, 
eftabliftied by the pope’s authority ; which, being 
effected, they prepared to return to the eait ; but 
before their departure, a great number of gentle- 
merfof the beft families in France, Germany, and 
Italy, prefented themfelves to enter into their order. 
Hugh, who was the head of it* gave them the reli- 
gious habit, which he had taken himfelf, and with 
this fine body of youth he arrived in Paleftine. 
This new militia increafed confiderably in a (hart, 
time ; princes of fovereign houfes, and lords of the 
moft illuftrious families in Chriftendom, were eager 
tQ fight under the habit and banner of the templars. 
Out of a falfe nicety and munftilio, which fcarcc 
ever leaves great men, even at their devotions, this 
profeffion, which w^s altogether military, was often 
preferred to the troublefome and humbling fetr- 
vices which the hofpitallers, though foldiers, ren- 
dered to the poor and lick. Thefe princes and 

* Solum «utem armigerun Cngulls mlHtibus eadem caufa conce- 
Jsmus. 
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lords, entering into the order of the templars, 
brought immenfe riches to it ; befides, the very fame 
of their exploits procured them vaft benefactions ; 
and Brompton, whom we have ju(t mentioned, 
adds, that this growing fociety, this, daughter of 
the houfe of St. John, became in a fhort time fo 
rich and powerful, that the daughter, fays be, 
eclipfed her mother, and looked as if fhe would 
bury her in obfcurity*. But whether that which 
this ancient hiftorian advances be true or not, it 
*nuft be owned, that the two orders were the fureft 
lupports of Jerufalem ; that Baldwin and the kings 
his fucceffors, as we fhall fee hereafter, never un- 
dertook any thing confiderable without the affift- 
ance of their arms ; that the fuperiors too of the 
order had often a great fhare in the government ; 
fo that to relate the various events of that monar- 
chy, is in a manner to write the hiftory of thefc 
two orders. 

The king, though he had not futceeded in his ~ 
application for a crufade, yet faw wiih pleafure, in- 
ftead of it, thefe recruits, as it were, of gentry and 
nobility arriving every day from Europe to enrol 
tbemfelves in one or other of thefe orders ; but no- 
thing gave him more fatistaCVion than the return of 
die count Qf Anjou* who having provided for the' 
ietriement of his children, and appointed their 
ftortions, came back into the eaft at the head of a 
great body of gentlemen his vaffals, married the 
priitccfs Meleiinda, the king’s elded daughter, and 
was jointly with her acknowledged prefumptive heir ' 
of the crown. 

WhHft the court wasentircly taken up with feafts 
and diverfions, the king received with great furprile 


• Hi namque, fecundum quefdam, ex infimb hofpitaliorum con- 
fregaii, et ex reliquiis corum, ex cibis et arm s fu^entati, ad tanum ’ 
rerum opulentiam devenerunt, ut filta ditata maer m fuPocare et (u- 
etgredi videretur. Chronicon Joan. Brompton, hilt, Ang). icript 
p. 1008. Ed. Lond. 165a. 
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and concern the news of young Bohemund his other 
ion-in-law’s being killed in an engagement againft 
the infidels ; and that there was reafon to fear, the 
capital of the principality, now left without a fove- 
xeign, would be befieged by thefe barbarians. Bo- 
hemund left no other iffue of his marriage with 
Alice but an infant princefs named Conftance. 

The king her grandfather fet out with all expe- 
dition to take upon him the regency of her domi- 
nions ; but upon his arrival at Antioch, he was fur- 
prifed to find the gates (hut, and efpecially when 
he heard, that it was by the order of the princefs 
dowager his own daughter. This haughty and am- 
bitious princefs, vexed and jealous that her father 
had difpofed of the crown of Jerufalem entirely to 
her lifter, without giving her any (hare of it, was 
refolved to eftablilh her own authority in the city 
of Antioch, as mother and guardian of young 
Conftance, and perhaps to feize upon the principar- 
lity, in order to marry again afterwards with great- 
er advantage to herfelf, and to the prejudice of her 
daughter. But the moft difcerning of the inhabi- 
tants, knowing the need they had of the king’s af- 
iiftance againft the continual invafions of the Tur- 
comans, f ecretly, without the knowledge of the prin- 
cefs dowager, introduced the king her father by 
night into the place 4 . Baldwin exerted his 
1131. authority there, put a governor into the 
place whofe fidelity he was well allured of, 
obliged the princefs dowager, though his daughter, 
to depart thence and retire to Laodicea, which was 
afligned her for her dowry, and fettling every thing 
in good order in the principality, returned to his 
own dominions. 

Scarce was he arrived at Jerufalem but he was 
feized with a violent illnefs, occasioned m all ap- 
pearance by the venation which his daughter’s am- 

• Wil, Tyr. 1. i$. 
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biticus defigns gave hrtn ; and being fenfible that he 
was near his end, he again declared the count of 
Arj-m, and the prrncds Melefittda his cldeft daugh- 
ter, for his fuccefTors in the throne of Jerufalcm. 
He recommended to them the interefls of young 
Conftance, and the prefervation of her principality, 
which ferved for a bulwark to the kingdom of Jc- 
rufalem on that fide next Syria. This prince expi- 
red prtfently after, and the real grief and fincere 
tears of his lubjefts, fhewtd the griatnefs as well 
of the affe&ion they bore him, as of the lols they 
had fufferd by his death. 

The count and coumefs df Anjou were crowned 
whh great Solemnity, and received letters afterwards 
from pope Innocent II. who having congratulated 
them on their acceffion to the crown, exhorttd 
them in the moft moving terms, to take all poffide 
tire for the defence of the Holy Land, and the 
prefavatioti of a (late of fuch conlequcnce to all 
CVriftendom. The holy pontiff who well knew 
that the bofpft alters Were the flrongtft fupport of 
the throne of Jeruialem, bad publilhcd a little be- 
fore a bull, in form of a conftitution, addrtfled to 
the archbifbops, bifhops, and all the prelates of the 
church unrverfal ; wherein, among other articles, 
after an encomium on the charity exercifed by the 
hofpitallers, at their own expence, towards the Tick 
and pilgrims, he p t .lfes to the important fervicts 
which they had rendered to Chiiftianity by their 
arms: " The holpitallers, fays the pope, make ro 
“ difficulty to expofe daily their own lives ro defend 
“ vhofe ot their brethren ; they are the firmed: fup- 
** port of the chriflian church in the eaft, and are 
4< fighting every day wiih diftinguifhed courage a- 
u gainft the infidels. But as their fubftance is not 
** iufficient to maintain an almoft continual war, 
c * we exhort you to lupply them out of your abun- 
<c dance, and recommend them to the charity of 
41 the people committed to your paftoral care. 
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“ Moreover, we declare unto you, that we have 
** taken the houfe of the hofpitallers of St. John, 
u and the whole order, into St. Peter’s and our 
<c own proteftion.” 

But this prote&ion, and the fpecial privileges 
which this pope and his predeceflors had granted to 
the hofpitallers, raifed afterwards the jealoufy and 
complaints of moft of the bifhops of Paleftine, who 
could not bear that the holy fee fhould exempt thefe 
monks from their jurifdi&ion, and that the popes 
fhould declare themfelves the only immediate bi- 
fhops of the whole order. We (hall have occafioa 
afterwards to fpeak of thefe differences, which made 
fo much noife at the court of Home, and all over 
the church. 

# Scarce were king Baldwin’s eyes clofed, when 
two different confpiracies were formed in ^kntioch 
againft the rights of the minor princefs, which had 
lijke to have kindled a civil war between the Latin 
princes of the eaft. The dowager of Antioch, like 
moft fovereigns, who feem to think they have no 
relation?, and as unnatural a mother as fhe had 
been an ungrateful daughter, no fooner faw the 
- king her father in the grave, than fhe was contri- 
ving continually, to the prejudice of her own child, 
how to make herfelf mid refs of the principality. 
Ponce, count oh Tripoli, and the young Courtenay, 
who had juft fucceeded count Jofceline his father, 
fecretly efpoufed her interefts ; and a great number 
of the inhabitants of Antioch engaged to let the 
troops of thofe two princes into the city. 

Unknown to this firft party, was formed another 
cabal, not lefs dangerous. Roger, duke and after- 
wards king of Sicily, coufln to the young princefs, 
and of the fame houfe, either pretending that the 
principality of Antioch was a male fief, or, after 
the example of ambitious princes, 'believing all 


* Wil. Tyr. 1 . 14. c. 4, 
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means juft and lawful that lead to a throne, endea- 
voured to fupplant the minor princefs. He had his 
partifans in the city ; and thefe different plots were 
carrying on with great artifice and fecrecy. But 
Tome of the inhabitants, who entered into neither 
of the fchemes, difcovered this double confpiracy j 
they gave immediate advice of it to the governor 
placed there by Baldwin before his death. This 
commander* though fupported by the garrifon, did 
not find himfelf ftrong enough to cope with the 
numerous inhabitants of fo great a city: he difpatch- 
ed therefore courier after courier to the king of 
Jerufalem, prefling him to come immediately in per- 
fon to Antioch, if he would preferve the principa-’ 
lity to the heirefs. 

Fulk, upon the receipt of this bad news, fet out - 
immediately with as many knights as he could find 
in a condition to follow him, and was accompanied 
by Anfelin de Brie, and brother Joubert an hufpi- 
taller, who fhared his favour, and were admitted to 
the moft intimate corrcfpondence and familiarity 
with him. To go to Antioch by land, the king of 
Jerufalem was obliged to pafs through the teiriiory 
of the count of Tripoli his vaflal ; but this count, 
and that of kdefla, at the head or their troops, op- 
pofed his paflage. The king feeing a rebellion fo 
openly declared, concluded that there was a ftrong 
party formed again ft his niece, and that the fafety 
of the young princefs depended upon his getting 
the ftart of the princes, and arriving firft at An- 
tioch. But as he had not troops enough with him 
to open himfelf a paflage fword in hand, he made 
a feint of giving way to force, turned back again, 
and, to blind their fpies, caufed hk guard to take 
the road of Jerufalem, as if he. had been in the 
naidft of that body of cavalry But he withdrew 
privately from them, and, in the. night, attended 
only with his two favourites, reached the fea coaft, 
embarked in a fmall veflel, and arrived at the mouth 
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of the river Orontes, and in the port of St. Simeon, 
within five leagues of Antioch : from rhence *hc 
went v\ith great privacy to the gates of the city, an <3 
was let in by the governor and his adherents. 

This prince, full of fpirit and courage, foon made 
them fenfible of his authority ; his prefence and rc- 
folution terrified the confpirators ; he impriforred 
the moft mutinous, and, to prevent foch attempts 
for the future, refolved, in concert with the patri- 
arch and moft confiderable lords of the principality, 
to marry the young princtfs out of hand, though 
fhe was not yet of an age for marriage, and to 
chufe her fuch a prince as might ferve for a tutor 
and a father to her, and be capable of defending 
her dominions. 

Fhe princefs of Antioch’s inheritance was too 
fplcndid a fortune to fear fhe fhould fail of an htif-j 
band ; but thefituatioo of her dominions, furrotittd-j 
cd on all (ides by infidels, required a prince of erfci- 
lient capacity and courage, that could keep the fe- 
ditious in their duty, and at the fame rime makt 
head again ft the continual incurfkms of the infideb. 

The king of Jerufalem caft his eyes on Raimond, 
brother to William the laft count of Poi&iers and 
Auvergne, and duke of Aquitain, a prince of great 
courage, and who had given diftinguifhing proofs 
of it in all the wars wherein he had been engaged. 
They had feveral quarrels whilft Fulk was ki 
Europe, but that king generoufly facrificed his re- 
fentment to the interefts of his niece, and the count’s 
bravery and merit made him eafily forget their for- 
mer difputes. 

The patriarch and moft considerable lords of the 
principality approving the king’s choice, that prince 
pitched upon joubert the hoipitaller for this nego- 
tiation. He was very well qualified for it by ihe 
wifdom of his conduct, which railed him afterwards 
to the fii ft dignity of his order. This hofpiraller 
embarked immediately, palled into France, and 
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from thence to London, to the court of Henry I. 
king of England, where he heard the count of 
Poiftiers, who was related to that prince, was gone. 
The ambaflador faw the count, and perfuaded him, 
as Well by motives drawn from religion as by the 
important offer he made him, to pafs into Syria. 
The prince and the ambaflador left England* arri- 
ved in France, and went down into Provence to 
embark. The fuccefs of this great affair depended 
entirely upon fecrefy, and upon getting the ft art of 
a mighty armament, which Roger duke of Calabria, 
afterwards king of 'Sicily, was fending into Syria, 
to fupport his adherents. Unluckily for the count 
and the ambaflador, there were not in all the ports 
of Provence any veflels bound for the eaft, and they 
heard with great concern that there was no way of 
embarking hut on board the very fleet of Roger. 
Whatever precaution the ambaflador had taken to 
conceal his commifiion and defigns* that duke had 
notice, that the count and ambaflador were endea- 
vouring tp procure a paflage into the eaft, and had 
Mued orders for arrefting them, if they were found 
m any of his ports. His fpies, that were planted 
m every quarter, examined very ftriftly all that of- 
fered themfeives for paflengers : Yet the hofpitaller 
*as too cunning for them 5 the count and he 'part* 
c d in difguife, went into Calabria, and were recet- 
Vc d as merchants on board two different fhips that 
Were ready to fail. Thefe were Roger’s own veflels, 
a nd they carried both the count and ambaflador in- 
10 rtje neareft port to the town of Antioch. The 
patriarch, a few days after, married the count to 
me young princefs in the king’s prefence, and in a 
general aflembly of the eftates, the count was fo- 
kmnly acknowledged prince of Antioch, and the 
great men of the principality took the ulual oath 
fidelity to him. 

But whilft Fulk was thus taken up with fecuring 
die count’s authority, the iron tier* -of his own king-. 
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^om were ravaged by various incurfions of the Ara~ 
bians and Saracens of Afcalon. This city, with re- 
gard to the Saracens of Egypt, was the key as it 
were of P tleftine. The caliphs had neglt&ed none 
of the fortifications then in ufe, and befides afnu- 
•m emus gar rifon which they maintained there, and 
changed every three months, the fe princes, to en- 
gage the inhabitants in defence of the place, allow- 
ed them all pay, not excepting their very children, 
if 'malesj who became entitled to it as foonas they 
were born ; fo that all were foldiers at Afcalon, and 
they hardly knew any other profeffion. It ferved 
the Saracens of Egypt for a fchool, where their 
young men learned the aTt of war*, they were eve* 
ry day out in parties, and lying in ambuicade to 
farprife the country people, and even the weflerti 
.pilgrims, who, landing at Jaffa, travelled from 
thence to Jei ufalem. 

Queen Mckfinda, whom the king, during his ab- 
fence, had left regent of the kingdom, held feveral 
councils upon ibis occafion ; and after fpveral me- 
thods propofed for repreffing the inroads of the rft- 
fidels, none was found fo proper as to rebuild the 
•walls of the old city of Beeriheba. This place, an- 
ciently of the tribe of Simeon, is but two leagues 
•from the mountains of Serr, which feparate the 
landtof promife from Arabia Pcnaea, and fix leagues 
from Afcalon. It was refolded, after fortifying it, 
always to maintain there a (landing body of troops* 
able to make head* again (l the inroads of the Ara* 
bians, and the parties which lallied frequently out 
of Afcalon. The queen caufcd the work to be car- 
ried on with great expedition ; and when it was 
made defenfible, committed the guard of it to the 
hofpitallers, who put a 'ftrong garrifon drawn out 
of thdr order (nto it ; And thele monaftic foldiers*, 

* De communi confil'io tvaditur ft at r> bus dnm m hofpitalis quE eft 
Slkrofotymb, qui uftjue in prsefcns debita cuftodicruat diligentia. 

full 


Digitized by Google 



KNEGHTS OF MALTA. 7 * 

ivll of the fpirit of their iitftituuon, made it a place 
of arms, and at the fame time an afylum for all, the 
Chriftians of that canton. 

Thefe knights * and, the temphra, in different 
brigades, never (lined from the frontiers, and made 
head on ill (ides againft the enterprises of the infi- 
dels. This little kingdom was in a manner block- 
ed up and befieged.* either by the feverai Turcoman 
princes, or by the Arabians of the defart, or -the 
Sarazens of Egypt. The zeal of thefe knights* 
their valour, and the renown of their exploits* ren- 
dered them foon as dear to all the Chriftians* as 
they were terrible ta> the barbarians ; efpecially in 
an age when mens (alvation fee met] annexed to the 
prefervation of the Holy Land. Every thing that 
paffed there drew the attention of popes, princes, 
and people, even at the remoteft diftance, ’Twas 
the concern of private perfons as well as fovereign*: 
they had no notion of meriting for the pardon of 
their fins by any more effectual; way* than that of 
contributing to the defence of the holy places : there 
was fcarce a will made without an article in it in fa- 
vour of the military orders : many princes would 
needs be buried in the habit of one or the other of 
them; and this fort of devotion was carried fo far 
in the age we are fpeaking of, that we have fcea 
fome fovereigns enter thcmielves into this holy mili- 
tiai, quitting tbe government of their ftates ; and o- 
thers, by an unprecedented difpofal, bequeath, at 
their death, even their dominions themfeives to the 
hofpitalters and templars.. 

Thus Raimond Berenger, count of Barcelona and 
Provence, though already advanced in age, entered 
into the order of the templars, and his infirmities 
not allowing him to go in perfbn to the chief houfe 
of the order in Jerusalem, he fent confiderable fums 
thither for carrying on the war againft the infidels; 


* Will. Tyt, l. 14. c. ia * 
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and we have feen this fovereign at la ft quit his au- 
thority, and the enfigns of it, to bury himftlf alive 
in the temple at Barcelona, where he died in the 
continual exercife of his new profeffion. 

Alphonfus I. king of Navarre and Arragon,. who 
alfo a {Turned the title of emperor of Spain, carried 
his zeal and devotion ftill farther. This prince, 
who was one of the greateft generals of his age, had 
gained twenty nine battles in his wars againft the 
Moors *, feeing himfelf old and without children, 
declared the hofpitallers of Su John, the templars, 
and the canons or knights of the holy fepulchre, 
his heirs and fucceffors in the crowns of Navarre 
and Arragon, by his laft will and teft ament f made 
A. D. 1 1 31. This he did to engage thefe renown- 
ed warriors in the fupport of his defigns againft the 
Sarazens and Moors of Spain : He renewed this will 
a few days before his death, and moft of the gran- 
dees of both his kingdoms, figned it out of com- 
plaifance to their fovereign. 

Alphonfus, who never knew what danger was, 
attacking the infidels afterwards near Fra- 
1133. ga, with forces much inferior to thofe of 
July 19. his enemies, was overwhelmed with their 
vaft numbers, had his army cut in pieces, 
and perifhed himfelf in the action ; nor could his 
body be found after the battle was over, either be- 
cause the Moors had interred it, or it was fo disfi- 
gured by his wounds, as not to be known. The 
people, who idolized him, and are always fond of 
every thing that appears extraordinary, maintained 
for a tong time, that he was not killed in the battle; 
but that overwhelmed with fhame and grief for ha- 
ving occaftoned the lofs of fo many Chriftians as 
had"been {lain upon that occafion, he was gone in 
difguife on a pilgrimage to Jerufalem, and that they 

* Girom. Zurita. t. 1. 1 , i.c. 52. fol. 49. cal. 4. 
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flaould fee him return and re fume the reins of go- 
vernment, when lie had by that penance expiated 
the fault which -excefs of courage had made him 
commit. 

But the grandees of the two kingdoms were not 
to be blinded by this illufion; and therefore to pre- 
vent the claim of the military orders, they rcfolvtd, 
without lofs of time, to chufe a new lovereign. For 
this purpofe, feveral affemblies were held between 
thole of Navarre and Arragort : but the lords and 
deputies of the two nations could not agree upon a 
prince to fill the throne of the great Alphonlus ; 
each was for a prince of their own nation. This 
competition, and the natural jealouly between peo- 
ple that are neighbours, broke the union which had 
fubfifted near fixty years between the two kingdoms; 
separation enfued, the Navarrefe elected for their 
fovereign Don Ramyre, a prince of the blood of 
their ancient kings ; and the Arragonefe, on the o- 
ther hand, offered their crown to another prince of 
the fame name, brother to the great Alphonfus, 
though this prince was a prieft, and had above for- 
ty years before profeffed himfelf a monk in the ab- 
bey of St. Pons de Thomiers in Languedoc, and 
had been afterwards abbot of Sahagun, and even e- 
lefted fuccefiively bifhop of Burgos, Pampduna and 
Barbaflro. 

This prince having obtained a difpenfation from 
Anacletus, others fay from Innocent II. married 
Agnes, filler to William count of Poidliers and 
Raimond count of Antioch. He had by her a daugh- 
ter, nam.d Petroniila ; and the queen, that prin- 
t's mother, dying foon after, this king, at once 
a monk, a prieft and a married man, * finding in 
himfelf none of the great qualities neceffary for a 
throne, and perhaps touched with & juft remorfe of 
confcience, refolved to retire again into his convent. 

« 

* Romani pontificis venia (fie credimus) ut rex, conjux et facerdos, 
idem tlTet impetratum : A.-ines Guiiielmi Pidtavorum ct Aquitanicae t 
pticcipis connubio iur.dti. Mariana 1 . jo c. 15. p. 51*. 
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He made a treaty with Raimond Berenger, count of 
Barcelona, and ion to the templar above mentioned, 
that he fhnuld marry his daughter when (he was 
grown up; and in confequence of this treaty, he 
refigned to him immediately the government of the 
kingdom, which Raimond Rerenger took upon him 
by the title of prince of Arragon 

The news of the choice made by tbefe two nations 
in prejudice of Alphonfus’s will being brought to 
Paleftine. the patriarch of Jerufalem, * fuperior of 
the canons of the holy fcpulchre, and the matters 
of the two military orders held feveral councils with 
the principal perfons of each houfe, to confider of 
this grand affair, and came to a refolution to fend 
deputies into Spain, to demand the execution of the 
late king’s will, or at leaft to make fuch a treaty 
with regard to the fucceflion as fhould be moft for 
the intereff of the legatees. 

Raimond Dupuy was charged with this negotia- 
tion? he undertook it readily, and fet out in com- 
pany with fome old -hofpitallers, chofen for thar 
purpofe by the council of the order. William, pa- 
triarch of Jerufalem, and the templars likewifc, 
named their own deputies : they arrived all happily 
in Spain, but met with unfurmountable difficulties 
in the purfuit of fo nice an affair. 

The lords of Navarre and Arragon had already 
chofen new fovereigns in prejudice of the will of 
king Alphonfus. Thefe princes were in poffeffion 
of the throne when the deputies of the Holy Land 
arrived in Spain ; and there was no great likelihood 
of their abdicating it voluntarily to make way for 
foreigners. They entered however at firft into lome 
negotiations upon the matter; but as pretenfions of 
this nature, without force to back them, are gene- 

* P-triarchalis fiquidem ecclt fia, quae eft dominici fepuklni Tub 
nvnte Calvarise, canonicos habet regulares, fecundumhabitum et re- 
gulars fan<fti*Auguflmi vi\entes ; babent autem priorem, ad quern 
cum predi6tis cmnnicis pertinet eligere patriarcham, qui eft eis Joco 
abbarb. Jacob. Vitri. hift. Hierofol. c. 58, p. 1098. 
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Killy little regarded, they went no farther than to 
offer the deputies fome fort of amends, if any a- 
mends can be made for crowns, and embaraiTed 
them every day in a labyrinth of propofals, which 
had ho meaning, and of which they faw no end. 
The negotiation flagged infallibly; and at laft the 
king of Navarre taking off the maik, afferted, that 
the late king could not difpofe^of the crown to the 
prejudice of his lawful heirs, or of that natural 
right which, in default of heirs, the people have to 
tdmfe themfelves a fovercign ; and by this declarati- 
on put an end to all hopes of any further treating 
with him. Raknond, count of Barcelona and 
prince of Arragon, a&cdmore generoufly, and re- 
solved to do fome juftice to the legatees of king Al- 
phonfns.*. 

f It was agreed, that if the count, and the young 
Fetronilla, whom he was to marry, ihould 
without iffiie, the crown of Arragon ihould re- 
tert to the military orders and the canons of the 
holy fepulchre ; that in the mean time both parties 
Ihould have a certain number of vafTals in 
fach places as they ihould afterwards re* 1134. 
cover from the Moors ; and that thefe 
vaffals ihould be obliged to bear arms, and follow 
the military friars of Spain, when ever they took 
the field again A the infidels. * 

Befidcs thefe conditions, fome lands and cattles, 
confiderabie for their dependencies, and able to 
toaiotam a great number of knights, were yielded 
to thefe legatees of the fovereignty. And to thefe 
laod^ atid lordihips were added a tenth part of all 
thecuftoms and duties levied throughout the king- 
d°tn, and the filth of all the contributions raifed on 
the lands of the Moors ; and it was rcfolved, that 
tickings of Arragon ihould never makepeace with 
th* infidels, without firft acquainting the patriarch 
^ Jerufalem and the two military orders. This 

* Qgarita t, 1, 1 , 2, c, 4. f 40. Mat Una 1 , JO. c. xS. 
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treaty was figned and ratified in September .A. D. 
1141, and pope Adrian IV. and Fuik king of Je- 
rufalem confirmed it afterwards. 

Raicnond Dupuy, having brought this important 
affair to an end, embarked with other depu- 

1141. ties, faded for Paleftine, and arrived happi* 
ly at Jerufalem. He was received with that 

real joy and hearty refptft which his fingular virtue 
infpired. Brompton and Roger Hoveden, two 
Englifii hiftorians, who fiourifiied in the fame age* 
call him from this time the Grand Matter ; and 
'tis by this title that I fhall for the future fpeak of 
this illuftrious head of the hofpitallers and his fuc* | 
cefibrs, moft of which facrificed their lives in de- 
fence of the Holy Land. 

That ancient kingdom of David, or rather the in- 
heritance of Jefus Chrift, loft at this time its king 
in the pcrfon of Fu lk of Anjou. That prince, be- 
ing a hunting in the plains of Acre, was killed by 
a fall from his horfe, and found in an exercife of 
peace the death which he had dared fo often in war. 
He left two Ions very young, Baldwin the eldeft, 
of thirteen, and Amaury of but feven years of 
age. 

The king’s death gave birth to cabals* 

1142. which moft minorities are expofed to, and 
opened afterwards a way to the invafions 

of the Turcomans and Sarazens. Queen Melefin- 
da, mother of the young princes, not only pre- 
tended to the regency which nobody difputed with 
her, but. would moreover be acknowledged as , 
queen in her own right, and foie fovereign of the 
kingdom, as being daughter to Baldwin Dubourg. 
The grandees, on the contrary, feeing themfelvts 
furrounded by formidable enemies, were for a cap- 
tain and king at their head. Thefe contefts, fup- 
ported by different parties, had like to have dege- 
nerated into a civil war : at laft it was agreed to 
defer the dccifion of this great difference till the 

majority 
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majority of Baldwin But it was not long before 
the nobility caufed him to be crowned without the 
knowledge of the queen his mother) to whom tie- 
vcrthclcis they were obliged) for peace fake* to 
yield up half of the kingdom. 

In the interval between the death of FuHc and 
the coronation ot Baldwin III. his fon, the Latin 
Chriftians loft the county of Edefla, celled at that * 
time Rouha or Rohais. We have observed before, - 
that Baidwin Dubourg at his acceffion to the crown, 
had refigned this principality to Jofceline de Cour- 
tenay his coufin, following herein the example of 
Godfrey de Bouillon and his brother, wno, to en- 
gage the princes and great loids of the crufade 
in the defence of the Holy Land, had given them - 
the principal lordfbips and territories of it in lief, 
ftoce arofe the counts of Edeffa, Tripoli, J >ppa. 

Or Jaffa, and afterwards of Alcalon, and Galilee, . 
and the lords of Yblim, Mount-royal, Thoron, Si- 
don, Tyre, Acre and Ctelarea, all lords of the firft 
nobility of this new kingdom. 

Jofcdrne de Courtenay, whom we have juft men- * 
doned, had maintained himleft in his principality . 
by a thoufand brave a&ions againft the enterpi izes - 
of the infidels : but that prince dying, the on 
whom he left heir to his dominions, did by nd 
means inherit his virtues. The young Courtenay, 
educated in the ffleafures and luxury of the caft, ^ 
(pent hU life in debauch : and that tie might hive 
the fewer witneffes of his irregularities, q iitied E- 
deffa, and retired with the minifters oi his pleaiurei 
tb Tutbeflel, a town fituated twenty four miles 
from the Euphrates on this fide the river with re- 
gard to Paleftine. 

Otnadcddin Zenghi, a T urcoman of the 
fctlgeucidian race, lultati of Moful and A* 1 143. - 
feppo, and the moft potent prince in ah the 

being informed of the effeminate manner in 
Which yotmg Courtenay pafled his lire, entered hiS • 
totintryi and laid fiege to Edefitt. Courtenay, who • 
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was attended by none but poltroon and effeminacy 
favourites, had not the courage to throw himfelf 
into his capital, and either defend it, or bury him- 
felf in its ruins ; he even looked on whilft the fiegc 
was advancing, without making the leaft motion 
to reinforce the place, and Zenghi would have 
ftripped him of the reft of his dominions with the 
fame eafe, if that prince, harili and cruel in his 
nature, had not, in the moment he was preparing 
to purfue his conquefts, been aflaffinated in his 
tent by his own fervants. He left two fons behind 
him, Coteledin and Noradin. The eldeft reigned 
atMolul, and tjie principality of Aleppo fell to the 
ihare of Noradin the younger, a prince of much 
wifdom, capacity and juftice, a good foldier, an 
excellent officer, and a great general, an enemy to 
the CKriftians by a principle of religion, and often 
engaged in the field againft the hofpitallers and 
templars. 

After the lofs of Edeffa, the affairs of the Latin 
Chriftians began to decline in the caft. Godfrey 
de Bouillon, the two Baldwins, Fulk of Anjou, 

. the renowned Bohemund, the brave Tancred, the 
old Courtenay and the count of Tholoufc were novr 
no more ; and their dependents, foftened and e- 
jnafculated with the plea fur es of Alia, occupied in- 
deed their places, but did not fill them : there was 
none but the young king Baldwin, and the two mi- 
litary orders, that bravely oppofed the enterprizes 
of the infidels. But as their forces no ways an- 
swered their valour, they refolvcd to have recourfe 
to the princes of Europe, and folicite a new cru- 
fade, that might drive the infidels entirely out of 
the Holy Land. With this view the bifhop of Za- 
bulon was difpatched into Europe, and landed at 
Marfeilles. The firft crufade having been raifed 
in France, he came thither to folicit a fecond. 

Louis VII. was then upon the throne, a 
1 143. prince young and handfome, full of cou- 
rage but uneven in his conduft, more icru- 
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pilous than devout, and utterly ignorant of the 
great art of reigning. Baldwin’s deputy could not 
have arrived at court in a more favourable juncture. 
The king being at war with Thibaut, count of 
Champagne and Blois, his vafiel, met with fuch 
oppolition at the liege of Vitri in Parthois, that be- 
ing exafperated againft the inhabitants, and having' 
carried the place by ilorm, he put all before him 
to fire and fword, infomucb, thar, it is faid, thir- 
teen hundred perfons of both fexes, men, women, 
and children, who had taken refuge in the great 
church, all perilhed in the flames of it. A juft re- 
morie fuccceding fo terrible an execution, this 
prince* refolvcd to expiate his fault by an expedi- 
tion to Jerufalem, the common refource and re- 
fuge at that time of the greateft fiuners. He com- 
municated his defign to Pope Eugenius III. 
who was then in the chair of St. Peter, and 1144. 
that he might perform this pilgrimage in 
the mod lerviteable manner to the Chriftians of the 
Holy Land, he entreated the pontiff* to eaufe a new 
crufade, after the example of Urban II. to be re- 
commended from the pulpit. * 

This pontiff*, who from a monk of the order of 
Clairvaux, and a difciple of St. Bernard, had been 
advanced to the chair of St. Peter, very much com- 
mended the pious defign ot Louis, and to concur 
with his intentions, fent his briefs through 
all Chriffendom, to exhort princes and 1143. 
their fubjedts to take, up arms. He ap 
pointed St. Bernard alfo, who was the oracle of 
his age, to preach up the crufade in France and 
Germany and to engage the faithful to take tne 

* Ludovicus rex Vitriacum caftrum comitis Theobaldi capit, ubi 
igne ad mot o, eccleiia incenfa, ut in ea mille trecentz animz diverli 
Xcxus et aetatis funt igne confumptae, fuper quo rex Ludovicus mile- 
recordia motus plorafle dicitur, cc hac de cauia peugrinationcm 
HierofoHmitanam agreflus a quibuldain zftimatur. Rod. de Monte 
appendix ad Sigib. ad annum 1 145. 

• Preuvcs dc l’biftoic des comptes de Poacu, pag. 483. 
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crofs, he “opened the treafures of the church, 
and granted a plenary indulgence to all that did 
fo. f 

The holy abbot of Claimux, upon the pope's 
order, quits his retreat, he p^fles fucceffively to the 
courts of the king of France and the emperor Con* 
rade, he mounts thc pulpir, he preaches, thunders, 
and, full of fire and indignation, reprefents hotfr 
great fcandai it was for Chriftians, to fuffer the he- 
ritage of Jefus Chrift, in the land that was watered 
with his precious blood, to be on the brink of fal- 
ling again under the tyranny of the infidels; He 
omits nothing proper to move his auditors, and en- 
gage them to take up arms ; and it is* affirmed, 
that, tranfported with zeal, he openly foretold a 
certain victory and entire defeat of the infidels. 
The charms of his eloquence, his moving and pa- 
thetic exprdfions, the reputation of his fandbty, 
the happy iuccefs which, as we faid before, he is 
reported to have proclaimed with fo much 
ranee, and fome Ihining miracles alfo, which thte 
writers of his life aferibe to him on this occafion, 
and which may be regarded ab the furtft credential* 
of a prophet, all this induced the emperor, the 
king of France, and moft of the princes and lord* 
their vaflals to take up arms. 

A lame child being prefented to St. Bernard m 
the emperor’s prefence, the holy abbot made the 
fign of rhe trofs, took up the child, and ordered it, 
before the whole aficmbly, to walk ; and then 
turning to Conrad, 44 This was wrought for you, 
* 4 fays he, that you might be allured, that God is 
€ ‘ indeed with you, and that your enterprise is 
“ pleafing in his fight.” 

Several French and German lords, verily per* 
fuaded that St. Bernard was entrufted with the 
power of heaven, and that like another iVIofes he 
would work miracles to bring the people of God 

*f Gaufred, vha fantti Bernard! ; 
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into the land of promife, propofed with, great hn* 
portuoitv, in a council held at Chartres, that he 
might be obliged to take upon him .the general 
command of the army * ; but the man of God, 
whofe prudence was no ways inferior to hib zeal, 
contented himfeif with being the herald and trum- 
peter of it. Having accomplifhed his million, he 
retired into his abbey, and left to warlike princes 
the honours and perils of the execution. 

The emperor and rhe king of France levied each 
of them a prodigious number of troops ; each ar- 
my was computed aj no lefs than feventy thoufand 
men of arms, befides the light horfe and infantry t 
it looked as if the French and Germans had refolv- 
ed by concert to abandon their country ; and if a- 
ny capable of bearing arms were upon other ac- 
counts detained at home, thefe new foldiers of the 
crufade, by way of infult, and as it were to re- 
proach them with their cowardice, fent them & 
fpindle and a diftaff. The very women reviving 
the hiftory or fable of the Amazons, appeared at 
a review on horfeback and in arms, and formed 
fcveral fquadyons. 

Eleanor, queen of. France, and wife to Louis 
VII. was at the head of thefe heroines ; a princefs 
of Angular beauty, who, by her marriage, brought 
the king the provinces of Guienne and Poitou, and 
who would have been the delight of that prince, if 
in her purfuit of pleafures file had fuffered herfelf 
to be lefs tranfponed by the warmth of her confti- 
tudon, or had not been fufpe&ed to lhare then* 
with other perfons befides the king her hufband. 

Though it looked as if Germany and France had 
undertaken to fubdue all Alia, (at leaft thefe nu- 
merous armies, with two great princes at their head* 

• De caetero, verbum illud, quod jam, ni fallor, audifH?, quo* 
m§do videlicet in conventu Carrotenfi, quonam judicio iatis mnor 
me quad ducem et principem miliuse elegpraat. Divi Bernardi Ep. 
ad Ejug. Pap. 
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and commanded by brave officers, were but too ca- 
pable Of making that conqueft) yet the. perfidtonf- 
nefs of the Greeks, ever uneafy and jealous of thefe 
great armaments, their ignorance of the roads, the 
treachery of their guides, the want of provrfions, 
and the numerous and formidable troops which Op- 
pofed their p<dT*ge, ruined both thefe chriftian ar- 
mies, even before they arrived in Paleftine. They 
attempted the flege of Damaffcus, but in Vain, and 
die mifcarriage was ending even to fohie Chrifthms 
themfelvcsr 

Conrad fet out fir ft, and arrived at Conftatiti tro- 
pic towards the end of March, A. D. 1 147. Hfc; 
was brother-in-law to Emanuel Comnenus, who* 
then governed the empire of the eaft. Thefe tWO : 
princes had married the two daughters ®f BerCmgfeT 
tlie elder, count of Luxemberg. This alliadtt 
made the German prince prefume that he fhotild 
be well received * The perfidious Greek, treated 
him as his ally, wkh refpedt to his private perfon ; 
but in regard to his troops as a mortal enemy. By 
his order the wells and cifterns were poifbned in an 
the places which the Germans paffed through ; a ttA 
thefe ftrangers were forced to give an excefftve price 
for bread mixed wkh Ume and plaifter* His bro- 
ther- in-law fur hifhed him with guides, Who, aftdr 
leading him out of his way, through by-roads and 
endlefs windings, in the mountains and rocks of 
Cappadocia, delivered his army, half dead with 
hunger, ftarved and. fpenr, into the handfc of the 
infidels, who cut it in pieces. 

The king Of France was fcarce more fortunate, 
and though at the paflage of the river Meander, he 
gained a confiderable vidtory over the infidels, yet 
upon hi* arrival at Antioch, he met with a misfor- 
tune, which perhaps more lenfibly affedfed him than 
even the lofs of a battle. 

Raimond of Poidliers, uncle by the father's fide 
to the queen of France, was v then, in right of his 
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wife, fovexcignof that great principality. This prince, 
by birth a Frenchman and the king’s fubjeft, re* 
cejved Louis and the queen his niece with all the 
marks of honour, and all the magnificence due to 
his fovereign. There was nothing to be feen for 
the firft days of their arrival, but feaftiog, balls, 
and turnaments. Rairoond, who hoped to draw 
fpme folid advantages from the arrival of the French 
in his dominions, added to all thefe demonftrations 
of the fincereft joy, magnificent prefents which he 
made to the king and the chief officers of his army. 
His view was to engage Louis, before he advanced 
into Paleftine, to turn his arms againft the Maho- 
metan princes bis neighbours, with whom he was 
a&ually in war. The queen his niece at his requeft 
mentioned it to the king, and ufed the mod prefling 
io&auces to induce him to a compliance. The in- 
Weft of the prince her uncle was not the only mo- 
tive upon which fhe adled* It is faid, that this prin- 
ccfs, who was not over fcrupulous in point of duty, 
a ad was fallen in love with a young baptized Turk, 
named Saladin, could not think of parting from 
him. She paffionately wifhed, that whilft the king 
was marching againft her uncle’s enemies, he would 
leave her at Antioch. The king, who began to 
have fome fufpicions of this fcandalous correfpon- 
dence, had no other way to avoid the confluences 
of it, but by taking her by night out of Antioch, 
and carrying her to Jerufalem. As foon as he ar- 
rived there, the emperor of Germany came to join 
him with the broken remains of his army. Thefe 
two princes formed the fiege of Damafcus, and 
thought themfelves fo fare of fuccefs, that they a- 
greed and promifed to confer the fovereignty of the 
place, and the country belonging to it, upon Thierry 
count of Flanders. But the news of their defign co- 
ming to the ears of fome Latin lords, whofe fathers 
had, from the time of the firft crufade, been fettled 
in Syria, they were fo exafperated, that the count 

of 

Digitized by Google 





84 HISTORY OF THE 

of Flanders, whom they treated as a ftranger and 
new comer in refpeft or themfelves, fhould be pre- 
ferred before them, that by an abominable treafon 
atnd a criminal correfpondence with the infidels, 
they caufed the enterprife to mifcarry. Louis and 
Conrad, detefting their villany, returned 
* 148. into Europe with the miferable remains of 
their great armies, and both of them with 
more chagrin than glory. 

If we may believe the greateft part of hiftorfans, 
4 there were no fewer than two hundred thoufand men 
that perifhed in this unhappy expedition. By the 
fame mean? alfo feveral of the greatelt houfes, both 
of Fraince and Germany, became extinft. Such as 
were concerned in this general lofs, made no fcru- 
pie to impute it to St. Bernard; the father demand- 
ed back his fon of him. rhe wife her hufband, and 
the moft outragious arraigned him as a falfe pro- 
phet. The holy abbot, in his defence, was obliged 
to make an apology, which he addrefled to pope 
EugeniusIII. “ They accufe me, fays he,^of ba- 
“ ving made fine promifes which had no effect, as 
<c if I had adted rafhly in this affair ^ whereas 1 did 
41 nothing but execute your orders, or rather thofe 
“•which God gave me by you.” 

He alledges afterwards the example of Me)fo» 
who having brought the Ifraelites out of Egypt, did 
not give them poifeflion of the fertile land that was 
promifed them, though he afted only by the orders 
of God, confirmed by miracles ; and he maintains, 
that the militia of the crufade were not lefs incre- 
dulous, or lefs rebellious, than the Ifraelites*! 
This is one of the reafions upon which Otho, bi- 
fhop of Frifingen, and brother by the mother’s fide 
to the emperor Conrad, lays the greateft ftrefs. 
That prelate, to vindicate -his friend St. Bernard* 
pretends, that the vices which reigned in the chri- 


* De rebus geftis Fridcrici irrxpcratoris, c, 60. p. 231. 
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ftian armies prevented the effect of his predictions. 
But may we not anfwer the German bifhop, that 
this reafoning is perhaps more fpecious than folid, 
fiace if the holy abbot had been endowed with the 
fpirit of prophecy on this occafion, he ought, ia 
virtue of that fupernatural light, to have known 
that they of the crufade would have offended God, 
anJ that inftead of the victories which his minifter 
bid them expeCt, he would puoilh them with all the 
calamities that befel them. Accordingly the hifto- 
rian himfelf, who feems to be fenfible of the weak- 
nefs of his own realoning, is reduced at laft to this 
ingenuous confeflion, that the fpirit of prophecy * 
does not infpire the prophets on all occahons. 

But whatever were the caufcs of this unhappy e- 
*cnt, which we are not allowed to fathom, we lhall 
content ourfelves with obierving, that thofe great 
armies, which flattered themfelves with fo many 
conquefts, could not take one Angle town from the 
infidels ; and that the Latin Chrilti.tps.of Syria and 
Paleftine weie aftewards reduced to a lituaiion that 
famed to threaten them with a total and approach- 
ing ruin. 

fhey had nothing lefs to fear from the Egyptians 
and the fouthern quarter. The king, to raile a 
barrier againft thele enemies, had cauled the walls 
old Gaza, one of the five lordfhips of the Phi- 
Lftines, feven leagues from Afcalon to be rebuilt, 
fbat prince gave the government of it in property 
to the order of the templars f ; and thefe military 
faars (men, lays William of Tyre, f ull oTfourage, 
bke the hofpitallers) made it a place of arms, from 
whence they repreffed the cxcurlions of the garri- 
fon of Alcalon, and forced the Saiaccns to ihut 

* Quinquam et fpiritus prophetarum non femper fubfit prophetls. 
Uc rtbus gcftis Frid-’rici imperutorit. 1 . i. c. 60. p. 231. 

"t Milites templi Gazam antiquam Paiaeftifiae civitarem reacdificant, 
turnbus cam moniunt, Afcalonit^s gravitef, inJeftant. Rob. de 
oiente append, ad chion. Sig. p. 631. 
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thcmfdves up within their walls. Noradia 
"1148. in the mean time taking advantage &f the 

confternation into Which the retifeat of the 
troops bf the eru fade had thrown the peddle, cater- 
ed the principality of Andbch’ att the : head -of 
'army, ravaged the cbiihtryj took tevdraf tOWn^; 
iffd 'cobnt fcairiiohd ebrtlulting^hrt cbivage rather 
tlrih htsfbrc^es' CiickavcAiring to opjtote the tokretit* 
Wds routed, the greateft part of his troopi cut ifl 
pieces, and he hinifetf perifhed ifr the a&ion. 

On the Other hstrid, the fultan of Cogrii or Ico- 
nhifa Invaded the totirity of EtkfTa, ragged this 
cduntry, and t66k ytfrahg OouftenaypPikkie^, wh^ 
died footi after iri the chaiHs of that birbamia. 
■Every thirig fled 1 before him. The inhabitants of 
Vhe tewn^ fcftd villages, almoft fll df thfen&GhHftfetift, 
Ittihg thehifelies defthdfe bf fufccbur, abandoned 
their eburftry and their hbufes to avoid the tyranny 
bf thb infidels. ' Every one ftrove to reach fomt 
fehriftiah fbwit ¥6V *^ecunfy. Baldwin, king of 
jWoftWthV^'f^othP^ their retreat* advad*- 
t£d* <ai Wead df his 'fiGteilkyy and thfc tWo ml* 
litary orders, to ferve.thcm for efcorts ; heplacCd 

ehiltfrtln^cattte^ fend 
ha|feage,°5n Ute'inidft of thbW6bps he had -got * to- 
gether : he potted himfelf in the van-guaikJ* die 
count of Tripoli, with Humfrey de Thoron cog- 
itable of the kingdom, commanded' the rear, trad 
in this order they marched tovttfdsthepcitfeipatipy 
of Antioch, Noradiiu who 'cpttld not hear ilflt 
this prey^ouidefcape him, advatfeied immediately 
at the U his cavalry, came up with the 

chritth^^Hwy, and poured in ‘tfteiytfidfbOnt Show- 
ers of arrows to make them halt, fie attempted 
feveral times to break the chriftian tfttjpps. They 
could not march a league without bpqg Obliged’ ip 
fight ; the infidels, to retard the uurch of ^n.aroijr 
embar.,fied enough otherways with their' baggage* 
KturoiM every moment, to ahe charge; But on 
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wbat fide foever they made; thfir attack, they ifeuod 
always either the young: king, or the count of Tri* 
poli at the liead of the.hofpitallera and temphrs, 
prefenting a terrible front, and bearing down before 
them every rank and part of the army that durft 
approach them ; fo that Noradio, not able to ‘break 
them, and wanting. provifions, gave over at lali the 
purfuit, and the chrif&an army arrived fafe in, the 
territories of -Antioch. ■ * 

iWhilA the king was thus employed id tpfcoing 
tttfc people from flavery, he was within a few mo-, 
ihcots of lofing his capital, by another enterprise qC 
the infidels. Two of their princes called Jaro- 
quins, Turcomans by nation, whofe father, or 
grandfather reigned in Faleftine before the Sara- 
leap recovered Jenufalem, being preflfed by the re* 
pubes’ of their mother, and informed: of: the 
i^|Slabfence, levied a confiderable army, march- 
their own country, paSed through fymmf* 
upon the Chriftiao territories, and advaa* 
wd up to the gates of the holy city, rheinhabi- 
|WS| in a terrible coofternatiom faw them incamp 
in thjB evening upon mount Oliver. .The barbaric 
** flattered thcqafclves,; that they ’ fhoutd be ablto 
the hjjk day to hake byt leal ado,, a place where tiueyf 
the king haid left no garrifan ; but: out of aA: 
«*tcfs of confidence, ever dangerous ih war, they* 
tetone of thdfe lucky moments on wliich> the 
8®eatcfi fucccfies depend. The inhabitants recover- 
tkciv xoniternation, and encouraged by 
>hch hdfpitallers : and te mpl a r s aswctglM* in . the 
**Yi\ook arms ;; and as they in 

*lumbee.ca defend their walls, ift_, 
cidy ftj F kfie coining upot the 
out in the at midnight, fall. upon the jcaatopi of 
i vrfhom they find buried, in fteep, fet 



fae 


to tbeir tents; cdt the cordage, and carry tcrrUf 


•uideath on every fide. 

: tlm infidels* furprifed and terrified with So un- 
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cxpe&ed an attack, fled for their lives, and their 
whole* force difbanded, without keeping any cer- 
tain road. As they fled towards Jericho, they felt 
into a body of cavalry, (commanded by the king in 
perfon, who, having had advice that they were en- 
tered his territories, was advancing to the relief of 
Jerufakm. Above five thoufand were cut in 
pieces •, others were knocked on the head by the 
chriflian peafants ; and the gafrifon of Napoloufa^ 
which waited for them as they returned, complet- 
ed the difperfion, and purfued them to the banks 
of Jordan, where the infidels, to avoid the fword 
of the Chriftians, and in hopes of fwimming over 
the river, threw themfelves in and were drowned. 

The king, to make reprifals, refolved in his turn 
ro ravage’ the territory of Afcalop ; he put 
tl $2. himfelf at the head of his army and, foHovr- 
• ted by the great maflers of / the two military 
oHtm'r’add the principal nobility of his kingdom, 
entered the country deftroyed all before him with 
fire and iword, and demolifhed abundance of fuxn- 
iner-houfcs 'and gardens belonging to the chief in- 
habitants of Afcalon. He advanced next up to 
the gates of that important, place. j and ; having tft* 
ken a view of it himfelf, refcriVed rto befiege it.; 
But as he had not troops enough * for fo gfceat an 
enterprize, he fummoned all the nobility and gen- 
try of liis kingdom. Some pilgrims, who werd 
juft arrived, generoufly offered him their fervice*' 
and the old men of the country, worn out with _ 
age, the glorious remains of the firft crufade, ran 
to the camp Each was affigned his proper quar- 
ter, ’whilfl Gerard lord of Sidon, to hinder any 
fuccours being thrown into the place, kept the fea 
wth fifteen gallics. 

The city of Afcalon, one of the five governments 

of the ancient Philiflines, was feated .at the foot of 
an hill, on the fide of the Mediterranean fea, fevea 
leagues from Gaza, which was a Chriflian. city, and 
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the frontier of the kingdom of Jerufalem on that 
fide next Egypt, fituated t$n the edge of the defert 
which divides the two kingdoms, and at that time 
in the, poffefliDn of the templars. 

A feat on* Was in figure like a femicirdje, formed 
by th4 town -and buildings, the fea Ihore making as 
it wtire the diameter, it was encompafled with 
higfe Watts, fortified at prpper diftances with ftrong 
toWei»s, well (applied with warlike engines to throw 
ftones and darts; the ditches were flat bottomed 
aad full of water: fome advanced works hindred 
all approach to' the body of the place, and they bad 
lidded {tfl the fortifications that the art of that 
time could ‘detifr. The king, young as was, 
nwinaged this 'important liege himfelf; From, the 
twwpof the great Godfrey de bouillon there had ne- 
'vtt been leen in the Holy Land a prince in whom, 
at f6 green an age, were umted fuch lingular va- 
lour, fo great -a capacity, and 4 uch rare ta- 
lents for war. The fiege was long and ve- 1 1 53. 
ryobftinate ; the attacks hrilk andTcontinu- 
allthe defence too was brave, and the Tallies, Or 
rather the battles, frequent *. The Chriftia*n$ did 
not get a foot, of ground but what coft them a 
J feccat number of men ; and they often loft the 
next day what they had gained over night, at the 
expence of "the lives of their braveft foldiers. ' The 
' 'fiege had already lafted five months, with good and 
j : Hl Ibccefs alternately , when a ftrong fleet coming 
Trona Egypt, and laden with provilions and land 
<force$y appeared off AfeatOn. This fleet confifted 
fevtuty gallics, befides vefleis of burdqp, which 
‘Wricd a prodigious quantity of arn^tHM provi- 
sions. The Ghrtftian admiral, who h*d%fit fifteen 
Rallies, finding himlelf not fufficiemly provided to 
tlifpute the pafiage with the Egyptians, retired as 
J&ftas he could, and the infidels landed their fuc- 

-r * Will, Tyr. 1 . 17, 
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cour without any oppofirion. It was received with 
great acclamations of joy by the garrifon and inha* 
bitants, who from the towers infulted the cbfiftian 
army, and alked the foldiers when they deigned to 
return to Jerusalem. This feemed indeed the only 
retaliation they had to take ; at leaft it was the Sen- 
timent of the nobility, and moft of the chief officers 
in the army. But the great matter of the bolpj- 
tallers, (econded by the patriarch) and the, reft of 
the bifliops, was of a contrary opinion +. He re- 
presented to the king, that Such a ftep would only 
ierve to deprefs the courage of liis foldiers, and 
raife that of the enemies, and perhaps put the fuj- 
tan upon the defign of forming in bis turn the 
fiege of Jerulalem. Several, councils were . held 
upon, this pccafion : at laft the king, after a mature 
examination of the reafons on both fid es,. declared 
himfelf for the moft honourable reiolution, and it 
was determined to continue the fiege. 

In the mean time, the Egyptians that were land- 
ed at Afcalon being recovered from the fatigues 
of the lea, made frequent Tallies. They tfipught 
to gain an eafy conquell over the Chiiitians, who 
had been reprelentcd to them as dispirited and worn 
out with the length of the fiege ; but they were 
not long without finding by experience, that valour 
fupplies the want of numbers. The Chriftians al- 
ways repulfed them with advantage. As there was 
no action of this kind but. coft the infidcis a world 
of men, their Tallies grew lefs frequent, and 
their mettle cooled ; < n the other hand, t)ie cou- 
rage of the chriftian foldiers encreaftd ^ apd the 
templars having filled up the ditch, advanced their 
works as near as 'hey could to that part of the 
wall which was oppofite to them, caufing a tower 

■J* In oppofita fententia dorainus patriarcha, dominus qizoque 
Tyrit lifts erant cum cleio, confor.em habenies dc muuim Raimun- 
dum mi gift rum hofpitalis cum frattibus Atfs, Wil, Tyr. J. I7t*» 
28. p. 918. 4 : * *• .y 
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or fort of wooden caftie of great height to be 
brought thither. This tower was a machine made 
ufe of* at that time in fieges, which they drove up* 
op, wheels ^ ^nd when it was within reach of the 
walls they, let down a wooden b r *d* e with, rails* 
from* whence the beiiegers annoyed and fought the 
befiegtd ; and, .when l h<y met with but* little re- 
finance, ttycy threw- .themfelves; iatoahe pi ce» and 
endeavoured to make them felvcs matters pf it. 

The Sarazens, one evening before the templars 
had advanced this machine to the foot of the wall, 
threw a great quantity o£^ dry wood^bicurnen, oil, 
and combuftibie master* near the wooden tower, 
and then fet fire tpjt fl in hopes that the flames 
would reach the tower. But the defign proved fa- 
tal to its authors j there arofe in the night an 
easterly wind. Which, inftead of fetting fire tp the 
tower, drove the flakes agaipft the wall, burnt the 
mortar, with which it was built, and made it give 
way. Some templars* who did not in the lead que- 
ftipn but their machine had beep but pt, going out 
of mere curiofity the nextjday to, fee the remains 
of it, were ftrapgely furpriaed to, find ir entire, and 
they perceived at the fame tj me an opt ping made 
in the wall, which would facilitate the icahng of ,it. 
They immediately adv^rtifed their grand mailer of 
it: That lord, tranfported. with j9y, came private- 
ly thither to take , a yiew ot the breach himfelf, and 
finding it practicable* without giving apy account 
of it to the king, t he ordered a brigade Q f his 
knights to enter.. No fopner ; did they appeay, fwofd 
in hand, and with, that daring, ^pumenance that 
fuccefs infpires, but the inhabitants thought the 
town was taken : Moll of them riled immediately 
to fave themfelves ; and the principal officers of 
the garrifon, to avoii the firft iury of the chri- 
flian foldiers, threw themfelves into boats, and put 
off from the ihore. But the great mail erV avarice 
Jjidered the Chriftians from makibg their' 1 adVah- 
if! ia S c 
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tigd Of the fright of^the ; Infidels ; J fef t\fls fclflfef&f' 
the tempfars, deftrous to lecute thF ^hole plunder 
‘Of the city to hrmtelf; inftead oMfcncFing to the 
Icing for more trOOps to fuif&mthe fern plate 'who 
h^ehteted tta placey pOftfdhfmfeFP^with thereft 
of his knights upon the bf^eh/tofeep the'foTdiers 
Of the Chrifttan army frhm : paffing j; lt *,‘$0 cafe 
atiy Of {hem fhould perceive the Opening mdde in 
the WaH. In ‘the mean time, the few template who 
flad thrown themfelves into Afcalori, ventured pre- 
furhptubufly irito the m ddle ot tie city to hate 
the plunder of the principal hobfes to thetnfelves, 
Where the inhabitants recovering from their fright, 
no (bone f perceived hoW IttfaH a -number there was 
of them, than they fahied ’and' made head again/i 
thetn, The templar* then faW thtehlelves attacked 
by the troops of the gateifon, arid from the tops* 
the houfes catnc r pouring down upon them fife* 
woiks Raiding water, ftonef, tiles, arid every thing 
that the befieged found neit at hand. The tem- 
plars, after the lofe Of a great number of their 
comradte, were Treed tola precipitate 'retteat \ t- 
vteyrine fled to rega in the hr eaeb hy whteh hfc fed 
mounted at firft With fo triuch courage; ; l the gtfest 
maftcr t o was ohhgrd hhnlelf t6 a^nofen v the 
he > £$' in of j' the ihfidels upon% 

made . cuttings .Off and entfenchthettte before Ae 
place whtre ; the ChrifHans had entered, and 
new bartricadoes put it in i i 7 cphdi«on of defence. 1 

*Tis impoffibfe to drp^eft nhe kmgV indignation 
find the' wirvtfr dfr theTdldiete, j wfRh they were ap* 
priteu that nothing bufthe : Avai;ict of the -tehlpl^ 

* Magifttr mili jqs wn^t >Detrlmdfts tfaai fr*ni&us 

fuis *lios «wte tmiUo ‘fi-^eve^.jCjites aji.tuip p^ppavjerssrK, ret)in«n 
nifi de fuis intrare perm ;<ici\teSj, eos,autem hac intenti<?ne diceba/i* 
tur ircere quatenu* primWrigredi^nte 1 - fpolia majors at manilbi^ ob* 
tireront ubertcM-es.~— $)uk* er£o capidita;* rapti ad ptte^e partfci* 

' J* um r wiuait -aber^ ;i/^ v mottj3 priilicjlo noesUv rt»ru 

• I° nt m -. Wi,l ‘ :;■ . . i. J$ 
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bad occafioned their miffing fo difficult and gloria 
ous a conqueft. The inhabitants of Afcalon, on 
the contrary, increafed in confidence and courage ; 
and the next day , mixing themfelves with the jE- 
gyptian garrifbn, they made a frefh Tally in good 
order, and boldly attacked the lines of the Chri- 
ftians. The fight was bloody, and the fuccefa 
doubtful for a long time ; the victory changed (idea 
more than once ; the infidels at firft filled up ftve- 
nl fathoms of. thje. trenches, ruined Tome redoubts, 
threw themielaes (word in hand, into the ChrifiigQ 
camp, demolifhed the tents, and penetrated as far 
as the king's quarter. 

That prince, at the. head, of the nobility, fought 
with an invincible >cou rage* and gave time to his 
troops to recover from their fueprife, and getovey 
th«r firft fcomfterfca&on; The templars, eager to 
wafli aWaywiila thrift blood,thc fault they had corrv* 
mitted, expofed.themfelvcsj like fnries in the thicks 
eft of the enemie* battalion* ; and the hofpitallersi 
whofe zeal and emulation, fpurred them on to dan-r 
gcr, prodigal: of theif lives, never heeded thelofing 
diem,, provided cthey could i kill a Saracen* The 
Egyptians (hewed nolete (Courage op their parti $ 
they were all for ivaaquiftiing pr dying. This ially 
or rather, battle,. lafiedfrUnv morning till evening, 
At laftr the infidels, iafixxuffied at the ipjviqciblc 
^outage o£ the Uhriftians, .nod daunted with the 
force of their blows, began to give way a little* 
The king* i teeing ahem flag* >reftimed new vigqbr, 
broke into them i word in < hand* Jt, w^a^r* 
Ward^a mcre butchery rather than t a fight-/ /Tfef 
ohdffiaQ) feWjeriS^ bteatluogf blood /and ; vengeapof 
again (i thje. infidels* gave no quarter ; torrents of 
Mood, ra^v, fiowo thee lines, and moft of. the Egypr 
turn that came to the tuccour of Afcalon, perifhed 
'0 rbh falty. buch as could efcape the fury of the 
thri(H an ioldiers got back into the town, carrying 
thither^ with the lhame of their defeat, a defpair of 
• - . 4 faving 
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farming the places The inhabitants upon the-kjfs of 
chis reinforcement, loft Hkewift all hope* of railing 
die fiege. i here was a-geoer&l coofternarion ; the 
old men, women, and children, never ftirredr from 
the moftjues, wearying out heaven with their vara 
prayers; fu£h as had ft ill any health and ftrength Itft, 
employed themfelve* in making entrenchments be* 
Whd the walk of the tyty*, but ^ftone of Sat pro d*» 
gious bignefs, fhrhwn fcrom <ot>« of'xhe^ ©Agioes of 
the befiegers, falling by chance upon a great beam 
tarried by forty men, mdft of Whom were *nw(hcd 
tW pieces, the terror of’ the people, already* prepofr 
fefled that they could not refift? the' thrift ians, in- 
ereafed to filch a degree, that they refolded to pre- 
vent 1 the terrible eonfe^uences of an affitult bft 
tkriely cob pofi* ion. T-li .r. vsv<*. 2 .*» :o* u 

A fulpenfion of arihs was firfti agreed on, unde# 
pretence of carrying of£ *he dead bn both fide*} 
and by means of thfe truce they entered: into a no* 
gotiutkya. The treaty was foon concluded between 
the parries, the one of which wa* bfrak* of befog 
tarried by ftomv, and "the other of ' & itesrifeccoo#* 
Obliging them to raifo the fieee^ito they d*ppcdoj> 
an agreement, tht#itoSattaieniifi^ 
the plitce immediately to thcpChrtftiaBs, and that 
the lati!ifr a ihpvdd'Af«i(h-chcih^ft^hs>ith*^ooii^ 
voy td etfrry the$r Laris; *a city in «lWe 

ferfc ;; which was e&tfeuted ^dn&tfa$fy ; Auguft 'l ^ 

A*. D. f lt 54 ' # . f -\y. . 1 - 1 • ' _ 

• * 'There has been no^cQnqoeft foit <$f Jemifs- 
l£m, either more glorious <or more- ufcftd than kbb 
bf Afodtaiil 5 The thrift ia* gat^lfott^ihaspwas piatfrf 
thi§££o joining ‘wkh tha^of G#ia,ralfed corttpi^ 
tibtfseten in E'gypti^ffelf; XhcJ-news ofrUts^befo! 
naked WaS received With extraordinary joy id-Eiu 
rope : They were weli oppriaed of *he pirt^whiefc 
the mafter of th# hofpWailers had iti it, and the’ at- 

# The centimiator o# Sifeltrt placet thi&eueBt in A n$3* 

knowledfiement 
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Qfbisferyioesw^v jrv&U probabi- 
lity* the reafpn why pope Ac*a(Hfius I ^ . granted 
iw privileges to ifte fcrder* *nid 0906 m*ed tb^ old 
ones, as wyhbe^eeo mj^he.buiil^ tbis pontiff ad- 
drefled to Raimebd Dupuy> The pope therein do- ' 
dares*? tha* following, *h& example bf hh^edocef- 
fors Innocent 1L Caleftioe II. Lucius II v and £ogo- 
nius ilL he Hakes the .hofpftjaJlafnd houfc of ik. Jphn 
into the protection -of St. Peter; that be allows the 
hofpkatters to btuM chwrches and church yards tn 
all tic lands and -feigniori^ belonging; to them, and 
to inter their deceafed : brethren ; *bers, -withal the 
eerctnonfes of olie chiitiichirnottvithftapdfpg any in- 
teidift)ifl^odvohtby ihA or^n^ry* and cvep to fay 
** c«ife ntnfft aiid'divine fervi^e to be faidpncp a* 
year in any oth^r fetetdiAcd $hurqhes, if tying in 
^ttennd which the ho(pitalkrjs\are obliged to travel 
J tfl i hhccSicnoe xa the orders of ? their fuperiors. 

The holy father, dire&ing his difcourfe to them, 

V As y out, -my brethren, f B*tke To worthy an 
14 ufe of .your! goods add poficffibpe, enyplpying 
* t] *b«* a foe t he ttaawrten&npe of ft fee poor, and en- 
“ *erta2fcment of pilgdsfo, owe forbid all tbe faith- 
44 fal* df/wfca* dignity foever they are, to, e*a& the 
" tythc of your lands, or to publiih any ecclehafti- 
4< cal fentcoce of inlerdiAi fiafpeiriioji, orexcom- 
4i n&unication, in the churches belonging to you,; 

and in cafeiof a general kttecdifWsiduppo wholje 
^^ounu^es^yttortnny fl&jeonjHnjUe.ta have dirjrfc 
ifehftce hdd iriyotir churches, provided it be done 
•* *«hthe doors fliur, aod without riogipgof bellf. 

** grant you likewift the liberty of admitting 
41 priefts «oA clerhs, as well into your principal 
koufe of Jerusalem, as into the t other fubordi- 
41 tatc houfes that depend upon it. And if any 
' frifliops or ordinaries Oppofe it, you may nevee- 
^tbdcft,ttn virtue of the; authority of .the hoty 
, <t f fce/icecjoi?c them after proper t^ftimopials -of their 
“ Qcmtba,;:cand‘fnchpricdfs /andolfyks .ibalf t)c 

‘ € abfolutely 
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44 abfolutely exempted from their jurifdi&ion, and 
44 be fubjed only to the holy fee and your chapter, 

44 You may like wife receive laiks of free condition 
44 for the fervice of the 'poor. And as for fuch 
44 brothers as havfe been once admitted Into your 
44 focietiy, we forbid them to ^trit it, ©r to enter 
** 4 into ahy other order, under prefrace of greater j 
44 regularity. And with regard to the dedication 
44 of your churches, the coniecration of your al- i 
44 tars/ahcT fhe ordfnation i©f your clergy, you (hall I 
JfC apply t& the bifhop- of the diocefe, if he be in j 
COmrmihidn with the holy fee, and will confer 
44 htfly orders gratis but if not, you are author*- | 
fed by the holy fee technic any bifbop you fhall 
44 fee fit. Moreover, we confirm anew all grants 
11 of lands and feignories in cfee prefent pofTeffion 
44 of your houfe, or which you (hall hereafter ac- 
44 quire on this fide the fea or beyond it, as well in 
44 Europe as in Afia. in fine, (fays Anaftafius, di- | 
41 tfedkig his fpeech to the great jnafter), when it 
M (hall pie ale God to take you tp himfelf, wc or 
41 dain that ytour brother hofpitallers (hall have full 
44 and entire liberty to eled your fuccefibr, any 
44 force otf cOrttr^artce to the contrary /whatfoevet 
not with ft'anding.** i * 

Though this bull of pope Anaftafius was in the 
'main only a confirmation of the privileges which his 
predeceffofs had already granted to the order of St. 
-Jbh&, yet FdUcher, ,thdh patriarch' of Jerusalem, 
^ahd' tTic other Latin bifhops of Palestine, refoluteiy 
•bppofed tliefe exemptions, which were fo many di- 
'minutibns -Of their jtirifdiftioh and revenues. 

Of all the ecclefiaftkal penalties irs|!ided by popes I 
and bifhops upon finders, that of a general cxcotn* 
inundation or interdid, though fcarce fo much as 
known in the primitive church* was at that time 
the moft frequent* They made ufo ofitagairtft 
princes that were refradory to the church ; i the 
thuiyler-boll was leveled at : their- dominions;, all 
' 1 i their 
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their fubjcfts were involved in the fentence, and a 
multitude of innocent perfons ftiffered, on account 
of a fmgle offender. The form and manner of ex- 
ecuting this fentence had nothing in it but what was 
difmai and even terrible. The altars were intirely 
ftripped ; the croffes, the fhrines for relicks, the 
images and flames of the faints were laid flat upon 
the ground, and covered all over, to fignify that it 
was a time of grief and mourning : The bells cea- 
fed to be rung, and were even taken down from 
the belfreys : No facrament was adminiftered, but 
baptifm to children newly born, and confeflion and 
the communion as a viaticum to dy ing perfons : No 
mafs was faid in churches but with the doors (hut ; 
flefh was prohibited, during the interdict, as much 
as in lent ; and to fuch a height was this rigour 
carried, that people were forbidden to greet one a- 
nother, or be fhaved, nor was it permitted to give 
the tonfor, or cut the hair of the priefts or clergy. 

hut what is ftill more deplorable is, that lome 
popes and bifhops often employed thefe arms a- 
gainft kings and fovereign princes, and for interefts 
purely temporal. Twas one of the fureft inftru- 
ipents of their government. The people, frighted 
to fee themfelves deprived of the outward exercife 
of religion, forced their fovereigns, for fear of a 
general revolt, to fubmit to the yoke. ’Tis no won- 
der therefore, if the patriarch of Jerufalem, and o- 
ther Latin bifliops of the eaft, bore impatiently, 
that whilfl the kings of Jerufalem, and the princes 
of Antioch and Tiipoli, were not exempt from 
their jurisdiction in point of the interdict, the popes 
fhould grant this privilege to the hofpitallers: Thefc 
prelates too were not lefs aggrieved with the ex- 
emption from tytbes, which they had feized after 
the conqueft of the Holy Land, to the prejudice of 
the clergy of the Greek church. 

The natural defire of preferving great poffefEons. 
and defending their authority, motives which touch 
Vol. 1 . 1 men 
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men to the quick, broke the union which had hi- 
therto fubfifted between the fecular clergy and the 
hofpitaller . The bifhops could not bear to think* 
that the holy fee had difpenfed with the knights 
from paying them the tythe of all their poffeflions, 
and they extended this right and their pretensions 
even to the booty that might be gained from pil- 
laging the camp and territories of the infidels. The 
privilege likeways which the hofpitallers had ob- 
tained of faying or caufing divine lervice to be faid 
in their churches during the interdift,* notwith- 
standing they did it with the doors Shut, brought 
'abundance of offerings and alms to the priefts and 
chaplains of the order, which the fecular clergy 
looked upon as fo many robberies committed upon 
themfelves. Befides thefe general grievances, 
Foucher the patriarch complained of one particular 
relating to himfelf, viz. that the hofpitallers, whofc 
church and houfe flood near the church of the ho- 
ly fepulchre, had eretted more magnificent build- 
ings than his own church and palace: The com- 
plaints were bitter on both fidcs ; the one founded 
their claim on common right, the other pleaded 
their privileges in bar of that right. Invectives and 
abufive language fucceeded thefe reciprocal com- 
plaints ; and, what is not to be mentioned without 
concern, they proceeded at la ft to aCls of violence. 
*Tis faid, that arrows were (hot from the quarter 
of the hofpitallers againft the priefts of the patri- 
arch. Thefe ecclefiafticks indeed did not return 
force for force ; but out of a more refined fort of 
vengeance, they gathered up thefe arrows, tied 
them in a bundle, and, to preferve the memory of 
fo odious an outrage, fixed them up at the entrance 
of the church of Calvary. William Archbifhop of 
Tyre relates this faCl as an eye witnefs * ; but that 
writer, though no way favourable to the hofpital- 

* 1. 17. <*. 3. p. 93 a * 
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lers, Owns at the fame time, that the great matter 
was reverenced as a good man that feared God : 
Thefe are his very woi ds. He adds, that the caufe 
of thefe diflenfions ought to be laid upoti the popes, 
who had exempted thefe military friars from the e- 
pifcopal jurifdiftion. 

The patriarch, to obtain a repeal of thefe privi- 
leges* which were fo odious to him, under- 
took the Weftern voyage, though pear an 1155* 
hundred years old, and refolved to go in 
perfon to Pope Adrian IV. who was then upon the 
holy fee. He was accompanied with Peter Arch- 
bifhop of Tyre the hiftorian’s predeceflor, Baldwin 
archbifhop of Cefarea, Frederic bifhop of Acre, 
Amaury of hidon, Conftantine of Lydda, Renier 
©f Scbafte, and Herbert of Tiberias. The great 

matter and council of the order fent deputies alfo 
on their part,' to anfwer the complaints of thefe 
prelates ; and, if we may believe William archbi- 
fhop of Tyre, thefe deputies had got the ftart of 
the patriarchy and by great prefents had made the 
pope and whole court of Rome their friends. 
Foucher and the other bifhops of Paleftine had au- 
dience of the pope at Ferento, a little town near 
Viterbo. This great affair was debated at feveral 
fefUons before the pope and the whole college of 
cardinals * and for the better maintaining of the 
rights of the parties both fides were allowed advo- 
cates and lawyers to plead for them. The bilhops 
complained that the hofpitallers, abufing their pii- 
vileges, received excommunicate perfons into their 
churches, and in cafe of death gave them Chriftian 
burial ; that during the interdict laid upon the city, 
they had rung their bells, contrary to an expreis 
claufe in their privileges, that their church being 
near that of the holy fepulchre, they let them con- 
tinually a ringing whillt the patriarch was preach- 
ing the woid of God to the people, on purpofe to 
hinder his being heard ; and that they refufed to 
I 2 pay 
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pay tythe of their revenues in all the diocefcs 
of Palefline, where they had- any lands and e- 
flates. 

The archbilhop of Tyre, after relating all the 
complaints of the clergy, fays nothing of the de- 
fence made by the hofpitallers ; he only gives us to 
underftand, that they got the affair protracted; 
that by their prefents and intereft in the court of 
Home they kept the pope from giving judgement in 
it, and the patriarch and bifhops of Paleftine, fee- 
ing plainly of themfelves, and having fecret advice 
from their friends, that they fhould >never obtain 
any fentence, took leave of the fovereign pontif, 
and returned home, fays the hiftorian, loaded with 
confufton. He adds, * that of all the cardinals 
there were but two fo juft and faithful to Jefus 
Chrift, as to declare themfelves in favour of the 
clergy ; that the pope and all the reft of them, cor- 
rupted by the prefents of the hofpitallers, followed, 
fays he f, the fteps of Balaam, ion of Bofor ; a 
comparifon certainly very odious, and the more fo, 
becaufe of the two cardinals, that were, according 
to this author, fo faithful to Jefus Chrift. For 
one of them was Odtavian, who fet himfelf up af- 
terwards for antipope, by the name of Vidlor II. 
and caufed a terrible fchifm and infinite inifehief to 
the church; and the other was John de Morfon, 
cardinal of St. Martin, one of the minifters of his 
ambition, and the principal abettor of the fchifm. 

To juftify entirely the memory of Adri* 

1 156. an, we are indtfpenfibly obliged to obferve, 
that this pontiff, one of the mod difintereft* 
ed popes that ever fat upon the throne of St. Peter, 
far from enriching his family out of the treafures 
of the holy fee, gave not the leaft (hare of them to 
his relations ; that he carried his difintereftednefs 
even to an unwarrantable rigour 5 and though his 

* 1. x8. c. 8, t K 18. c. 3. 
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mother, who fnrvived him, was reduced to extreme 
poverty, all that he did for her was, by his will to 
recommend her to the charity of the church of 
Canterbury. But if we may believe Bofio* his bare 
declaring in favour of the hoipitailers was enough 
to draw upon him all the bitternefs that flows, fays 
he, from the pen of that partial hiftortan. * 

-After all, the patriarch of Jerufalem and his hif- 
torian could not but know, that the prcdeceflbrs of 
Anaffaflus had berore this granted the holpitallers 
moft of the privileges in queftion, without any 
complaint ever being made of their being procured 
by bribery. But it is probable enough, that the 
popes being engaged in troublefome wars, either a- 
gainft the emperor* of the well, or the Normans of 
Apulia and Sicily, and even againft the inhabitants 
of Home, were not unwilling to exempt the hofpi- 
tallers and templars from the jurifdiflion of their 
ordinaries; thereby to ertgftge more particularly in 
their iuterefts; i'o considerable a military, body, 
whofe power and riches were continually increaiing. 
in all parts of Chriftendom. 

1 ihill not take upon m>e to give an account of 
the levcral fcttlements made in thofe times in favour 
of the hofpitallers of St. John: this would carry 
me too far. But I think myfelf obliged to obferve, 
that part of the great revenues of the hofpitallers 
and templars came chfefly from the princes, nobility, 
and gentry, who, upon taking the habit and 
crofs of the two orders, gave them moft of their 
great feigniories. Thus about that time Guy, count 
and fovereign of Forcalquier, taking the crofs and 
habit of an hofpitaller, gave to the order of St. 
John his caftle of Manofque, which confined fuch 
confiderable lands and feignioncs, that they made a 


• Nella narratione delia qua! iftoria il fus detto archi.efix vo di 
Ti*o aggrava molto la mano addoflo a gli hofpi alieri, laivendla <n 
^aeffo pai ticolarc piu tofto come preiato ct archivcfcovo orienule, ft 
eonGequ extern cate con; intcnlfito et appafiiinato, ch: come ifturico. 
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bailiwic of it afterwards, with the title of Bailiff 
indead of commander. The grandees of bpain did 
not come behind the French in theie fentiments of 
efteem for the two military orders, and the hifto- 
rian of Arragon tells us, that about A- D. 1 153, 
Don Pedro Dartal, the firft baron of that kingdom, 
gave to the hofpitallers and templars the city of 
Borgia, with its dependencies, which they exchan- 
ged afterwards with Raimond Bertnger, prince of 
Arr :gon, for Dumbel, and the caftics of Alberic 
and Cibanos. 

Theie donations fo frequent at that time, will be 
lef s furprifing, if we confidcr the admirable ufe that 
thefe military friars made of them. Out of all their 
great revenues, the holpitalleis and templars had 
only a very frugal lurfiftence ; the reft was either 
dedicated totbe maintenance of the poor, or em- 
ployed in carrying on the war agafnft the infidels. 

Yet theie wariiors, fo fierce and terrible in the 
day of battle, were quite other men when they came 
back to their convent. Scarce had they laid afide 
their arms, but they refutmd with the regular habit 
all the exercifes of their fit ft proleflion. iome ap- 
plied themfelvcs to the lei vice of the fick ; others 
were taken up in entertaining the pilgrims ; fome 
cleaned their arms, or mended the accoutrements 
of their horl’es • and all, in their refpe&ive em- 
ploys, kept a religious filence, and feemed as rtfer- 
\cd and penfive as it they had been hermits and 
anchorets : a rew manner of life, very rare and 
unknown till then, wherein, w ithout be mg entirely 
confined to the cloifter, or engaged in the world, 
they pra&ifed fucoflively all the virtues of two fuch 
oppofite condi ions. This we learn from St. Ber- 
nard, a contemporary writer, who, in the deferip? 
tion which lie has left us of the templars manner of 
life, has drawn a fort of living picture of the mili- 
tary friars of thofe times, fuch an one as it is to be 
wiilied their fucceflbrs liad always before their eyes. 

M r Ifrey 
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* They live together, fays that holy abhor, in an 
" agreeable but frugal manner ; without wives, or 
“ children, or having any thing in property tothem- 
" /elves, even fo much as their own will. They 
“ are never idle, nor rambling abroad ; and when 
“ they are not in the field mai\ hing ag in it the in- 
t( fidels, they are either fitting up their arms, and the 
harnefs of their hories, or elfe employing tlirm- 
“ felves in pious exerciles by order ot their lu, e- 
tl rior. An inlolent expreffion, an immoderate 
“ laughter, the leaft murmur, does not pa/s with- 
out a fevere correction. They deleft cauls and 
“ dice, they are never allowed the diveriion of 
“ hunting, or ufelels vifits ; they abominate all 
u (hows, drolleries, difeourfes, or fon. sot a loole 
11 nature ; they bathe but lcldom, are generally in 
“anundrefs, their face burnt with the inn, and 
H their look grave and folemn. When they are 
u entering into an engagement, they arm thtnv- 
" felves with faith witnin and fteel without, having 
“ no ornaments either upon their drels, or upon 
" the accoutrements of their horles ; their arms arc 
“ their only finery, and they make ufe of tnein 
tl with courage, without being daunted, either at 
Ci the number or force of the barbarians; all their 
“ confidence is in the God of hofts ; and in fight- 
“ ing for his caufe they feek a lure victory, or a 
u chriftian and honourable death *. i} 

The luftre of their virtues, and the glory they 
acquired daily by their valour, railed a generous e- . 
mutation among the nobility and gentry of Spain. 
We obferved, at the beginning of this htftory, that 
the Moors in the eighth century took the greattft 
part of that kingdom from the Goths. It is well 
known, that the Chriftians which remained of that 
nation, flying from the perlecution of the infidels, 
retired at firft itvo the mountains of the Afturias, 
from whence they Tallied out afterwards, under the 
* Su Bernard exhoratio ad milites tcmpli. 
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conduit of Pelagius, to defend their liberty and re* 
ligion. That prince, by little and little, enlarged 
the bounds of his kingdom. His fueceflors were 
yet more profperous ; they recovered feveral pro- 
vinces from the Moors ; and thdfe Chriftian prince?, 
who carried on the war in different quarters, to 
preferve a reciprocal independency among them- 
ielves, erclted thefe provinces over which they af- 
fumed a fovereigmy into fo many kingdoms. Such 
js the original of the kingdoms of Leon, Caftile, 
Navarre, Arragon, Portugal, Valentia, &c. The 
Moors too on their fide had cantoned out their 
conqueftr, and we find among thofe barbarians the 
kings of Toledo, Cordova, Murcia, and Granada. 
The one was every day in allion againft the othei 4 , 
and for feveral ages there was a continual war be- | 
tween them. Same Spanifh gentlemen, in imita- 
tion of the templars and hofpitallers, and for the 
defence of religion, formed hereupon feveral focie- 
ties and military orders, compofed only of the nobi- 
lity and gentry of that nation : of thefe the order 
of Calatrava is reckoned the moft ancient. 

Don Sanchez, the third king of Ciftile, ha- 
ving won from the Moors the cky of Caiatfava, a 
ftrong place and frontier of the kingdoms of Caftile 
and Toledo, committed the government and defence 
of it to the templars: but thefe knights having af- 
terwards advice that the kings of the Moors had 
joined their forces to befiege it, and finding them- 
felvcs too few to defend it, they delivered the place 
back again to the king. 

Sanchez had need of all his forces to keep the 
field and make head againft the Moors, who threa- 
tened at the fame time to break into Caftile. That 
prince in this diftrefs declared, that it any one was 
able and brave enough to undeitake the defence of 
Calatrava, he would give it him in property, to be 
held under the immediate foVereignty of his crown. 
But the formidable power of the Moors had fo in- 
timidated 
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tfmidatcd moft of the grandees of his court, that' 
there was not one who offered to throw himfeif in- 
to a place, which was going to have at the foot of 
its wall the whole forces of the infidels. The king 
was in utter defpair of being able to lave it, when 
a monk of the Ciftertian order, profeff d in the ab- 
bey of Fitero in Navarre, called brother Diego Ve- 
lafqutz, who, before his profefiion, had ierved a 
long time as a foldier, propofed to his abbot Don 
Raimond, with whom he was come into Caftile, to 
make the king an offer to fuftain the fiege with his 
own vaflals, and at his own txpence. 

The king, who was well informed of the riches 
of that abbot, and the reputation which Velafquez 
had formerly acquired in the army, accepted their 
offer, efpecially at a juncture when he had no other 
choice to make. The abbot and his monk return- 
ed with all pofiible expedition into Navarre, and 
brought back with them near twenty thoufand men, 
moft of them their own vaffals or neighbouring 
Frenchmen that were willing to {hare in fo generous- 
an enterprife ; and they were afterwards joined by 
feveral Laftilian gentlemen ; at the fame time they 
fupplied the place with provifions and ammunition, 
and this military colony added to the fortifications 
of the city a fort which covered it entirely. 

It was out of this body of Navarefe and Caftilian 
gentlemen, who threw ihemfelves into Calatrava, 
that the military order of that name was afterwards 
formed, viz. A. D. 1 158. From the fame motive 
of making war againft the Moors of Spain, there 
arole about A. D. 1175? a f ec( >nd military order, 
dedicated to St. James of the fword, and A. D. 
1212, the order of Alcantara was inftituted.. 
Thefe three particular orders, confined to Spain, 
were diftinguiihed from one another by erotics of 
difftrenr colouis, but all equally terminated by 
flower de lutes; a circumftance which would make 
one imagine, that the Spaniards took thefe flower* 

from 
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from the arms of France, to preferve the memory 
of thofe fuccours which the French had brought 
them from time to time in their wars againft the 
infidels. 

Such were the military friars in the fir ft age of 
their inftitution, which, in refpett of them, may 
be reckoned the golden age of thcfe orders. The 
hofpirallers, templars, and Spanifh knLhts, werfc 
diftinguifhed no iefs by a folid piety, than by their 
valour; but that bleficd time did not laft above ah 
age : the man of war got irifenfibly the better of 
the monk ; and valour, love of glory, and often- 
times the defire of amafflng wealth, made their de- 
votion and piety flag infenlibly. Ambition, and 
views of aggrandizing themfelves by particular cod- 
quefts, began to infeft thefe orders, though found- 
ed originally upon the vow of poverty. Out of 
this humane motive it was, that the hofpitallers of 
Faleftine refufed a little before to undertake the de- 
fence of Paneas, unlefs Humphrey de Thoron, to 
whom the place belonged, would confent to divide 
the property and revenues of it with them. That 
lord was forced to pur chafe the affiftance of their 
antis with this condition ; and it wa9 not till after 
fuch a ceffion was made, that they prepared to 
march to the fuctour of the place. 

Paneas, a city of Phoenicia, called formerly Cefa- 
rea Philippi, and fituated at the foot of mount Li- 
banus, was a frontier of the principality of Da- 
mafeus, of which Noradin, that formidable enemy 
of the Chriftians, was the fovereign. The hofpi- 
tallers, having agreed upon their terms with Hum- 
phrey, loaded a great number of horfes and camels 
with arms, ammunition and provifions ; all which 
fee out from Jerufalem under a numerous convoy, 
and advanced towards the city, the laft of the king- 
dom on that fide. Noradin having notice from 
his (pies of the departure of the convoy, laid an 
ambuflh in the way, and when the hofpitallers drew 

near 
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inear to Parieas, they found themfelves furrounded 
on all fides. However, they made a brave defences 
and fought a long while with their ufual valour ; 
but were forced to yield at laft to fuperior forces : 
they were bore down by the vaft number of the 
iofidels, favoured at the fame time by the advan- 
tage of the poft they had feized, and moft of the 
hofpitallers that went upon this expedition peri(hed 
in it : nor was this defeat the laft difafter that hap- 
pened to the Chriftians. Noradin, in hopes of 
finding the inhabitants in a confternation at this 
lofs, laid iiege to the place, and afcer a brifk and 
continual attack of fame days, made himfelf ma- 
tter of the town. He then prepared to attack the 
cattle, whether the inhabitants had retired; but 
having advice that the king of Jerufalem was 
marching with great expedition to make him raife 
the iiege, this infidel prince, who dreaded his va- 
lour, fet fire to the city, and retired with percipita- 
tion# But he had not got far, before he entrenched 
himfelf in a craggy place, where ha could not be 
forced, and from thence obferved the march of 
the chriftian army. The king entered Paneas 
without oppofition, repaired the confufions which 
the enemy and the fire had caufed, and putting 
troops and provifions into the cattle, fet out upon 
his return for Jerufalem. He marched with too 
much rafhnefs and fecurity to be upon his guard, 
aod hid even fent away his foot before him. No- 
radio quitted the place he had retired to, advanced 
wto the country, and got before him without his 
having any notice of it ; and having found a fpot 
proper for an ambufcade, waited at the pafiage, 
furpriged him, and fell upon his troops, which were 
broken almoft without fighting. All that they could 
do was to fave the king, but moft of the chriftian 
nobility and officers were taken prifoners. The 
templars had no better fuccefs upon this occafion, 
than the hofpitallers in the former adlion, and bro- 
ther 
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ther Bertrand de Blanchford their great mafter, a. 
pious and devout man, fays William of Tyre, was 
taken prifoner with brother O do, one of his knights 
and marfhal of the kingdom. 

The taking of the town of Paneas was the firft 
fruit of the victory of the infidels. ' They entered 
it a fecond time without much difficulty, but mif- 
carried before the cattle, a place well fortified, and 
into which the garrifon of the town and the inha- 
bitants had retired. As I relate thefe different e- 
vents no farther than I am obliged by the fhare 
the military order, whofe hiftory I write, had in 
them, 1 fhall not dwell on what pafled in Syria 
during the reft of the year ; and fhall only obferve, 
that Norsidin, always on the watch to extend his 
conquefts, took the field early the year following, 
and laid fiege to the caftie of Sueta or Czueta, an 
ancient city, as it is faid, of the country of Hus. 
The Latin Chriftians had carefully fortified ibis 
place, which was fituated in the ftraits of the moun- 
tains, and opened an eafy pafiage into the plains of 
Damaftus. 

The king of Jerufalem, who knew the impor- 
tance of this fort, immediately afiembled all his 
troops, and fupported by a good body of cavalry, 
brought him by Thierry count of Flanders his bro- 
ther-in-law, he refolved to try again the fortune of 
war, rather than let a place of fuch confequence 
be loft. The chriftian army advanced on the fide 
of the mountains, and had no difficulty to find the 
enemy, Noradin by the advice of Siracon his gene- 
ral chufing rather to draw his troops out of their 
lines than let himfelf be attacked in his 
1148. camp. He marched up to meet the Chri- 
ftians, and gave them battle in the plains of 
Putaha. The armies foon engaged. The foldiers 
on both fides as it were in concert, without fhoQt- 
ing an arrow, and contrary to the practice of thofc 
times, advanced fiercely fword in hand. The king 
1 * at 
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4tt the head of the principal lords of his kingdom, 
and followed by the military orders, in which the 
ftrength of his army lay, charged the enemy firft, 
drove all before him that flood in his way, and 
had the lefs trouble to break that firft body, be- 
caufe the Turcomans ufually put their worft troops 
in the vanguard. But after this firft trial of each 
other's force, Siracon appeared at the head ot‘ a 
new line, com poled of old foldiers; he rallied the 
fugitives and reftored the battle. Upon this oc- 
casion the Chriflians and infidels made extraordi- 
nary efforts, and both of them, fupported by the 
view and example cf their fovereigns and generals, 
fought a long while with equal fury, without either 
fide’s giving way, or the lead appearance of fear 
and terror. No fooner was one loldier killed than 
another ftepped up in his place, and whatever dan- 
ger there was in the firft ranks, every one was pref- 
fing to get thither : never was there feen fo furious 
and bloody a battle. The Chriftians, enraged to 
find fo long a refiftance, and animated by the ge- 
nerous reproaches of their officers, made a frefh 
effort, and as if they had received a new reinforce- 
ment, flung themfeives in fo refolute a manner into 
the thickell of the enemies battalions, that the in- 
fidels, not able any longer to fupport this laft 
charge, were obliged to retire and give ground, 
though ftill in good order and keeping their ranks. 
But the king of Jerufalem and the count of Flan- 
ders, coming up at the head of a large body of 
cavalry, during this motion which the enemy was 
forced to make, obliged them to fly outright and 
difband entirely. More than 6000 foldiers on the 
infidels fide lay dead upon the place, befides the 
wounded and prifoners. All the honour of the 
day was juftly aferibed to the king, a young prince 
of excellent valour. His courage multiplied him, 
as we may fay, on fuch Occafions, and particularly 
in this laft battle; he was feen alxnoft at the fame 
Vol. I. K time 
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time in different places, and in every one *hefe the 
danger was greateft, and his prefence neceflary. 

It is not known whether the great matter of the 
hofpitallers wa* in this aXjoo : his age probably, ex- 
cufed him from it, he being above fourfeore yein 
old. The venerable old man, covered with wouods, 
and worn out with years, had withdrawn hicnfelf 
to the houfe of the hofpitallers of St. John at Je- 
rufaletn. There in a profound retirement, amidlt 
ferious reflexions, and in continual exercifes of 
piety, this genuine foldier of Jefus Cbri ft prepared 
himfelf for the great day that is lo terrible even to 
the holieft monks. He faw at laft that dreadful i 
.moment arrive which decides the fate of an eterni- 
ty : but if he faw its approaches with a wholefo'tne 
fear, it was alfo with the filial confidence of a true 
Chriftian, who had expofed his life a thou fund times 
in defence of the holy places, where the author^ 
life himfelf vouchafed to die for the falvatiorifof 
man. Thus ended his days ia the arms of bis bre- 
thren, Raimond Dupuy, the firft of the military 
great matters, much greater by his folid i piety and 
rare valour, than by his dignity, and. fuch as *wc 
may compare at the fame time to the holieft foun- 
ders of tegular orders, and the greateft generalsof i 
that age. The hofpitallers, and indeed all ihe j 
Latin Chriftians of the eaft* who had been wit- 
nefies of his virtues, anticipating his canonization, 
revered him as of the number of the htkfied; a 
title which pofterity confirmed to him. 
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BOOK II. 

A S Toon as the hofpitallers; had paid their lart: 

duties to the great mafber, they afiembled for 
the choice of his fuccefibr. Brother Auger de 
Balben was propofed to filL that, great pofL The 
difintereftednefs, modefty and humility * which 
reigned in that firft age of the order, prevented the 
putting up of any competitor. Bal- 
bqn was ele$ed with the acclamations Auger de 
and concurrent fuffrages of all the Balben. 
chapter. He was a French gentle- 
man, of the province of Uauphine, an old com* 
T%de in war of Raimond Dupuy’s, of a great age, 
reverenced in the order for his piety and prudence, 
and of great weight for his advice in the king’s 
council'. 

Hiftory affords us a ptrpof of it on occafioi) of 
the fchjfm raifed in the church upon the death of 
pope Adriao IV. Cardinal Roland, chancellor of 
tfaie church of Rome, had been raifed to the chair 
of St. Peter by the votes of the greateft part of the 
cardinals; and had merited this advancement by his 
piety and great experience in the- government of 
the church, wherein he had always had a great 
(hare*. He took the name of Alexander III. yet 
in oppofition to this canonical elt&ion, cardinal 
O&avian, hurried away by his ambition, and iiip- 
ported by moft of the ienators and grandees of 
Rome, who were his relations, had caufed himielf 
to be declared pope by the name of Vidor III. by 
John de Morfon cardinal of St. Martin, and Guy , 
de Crema cardinal -of St. Calixtus. The emperor, . 

• Ad hoc etiam milites tempii Hierofolymitam, ac fritres de hof- 
pitali, fab religioio habitu continenter viventes, ubique fe multi- 
plicand© in rcligiditate fe defendebant. Chron. Guil, de Nangis ad 
>04.1132. 
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who, in his difputes with the court of Rome, had 
experienced the Ready and refolute difpoiition of 
cardinal Roland, favoured the intrufion of the an- 
tipope; the kings of France, England, Naples and 
Sicily declared themfelves for Alexander. This 
competition divided the whole church, and pro- 
duced the fatal fchifm we are fpeaking of. 

The pope, defirous to be acknowledged by the 
Latin church of the eatt, fent John, cardinal prieft 
. of St. John and St. Paul, thither as his legate. 
Some Genoefe veflels carried the legate mto Phoe- 
nicia, and he landed at Gibyle, formerly called 
Gebal. He immediately difpatched a copy of his 
powers to the king, and requefted that prince’s per- 
miffion to exercifc his legatinc authority throughout 
the kingdom. But as the opinions of the 
1160. council were divided, the king fent him 
word to ftay at Gibyle, till he was better in- 
formed of what had patted in the ele&ion of 
Ji6l. the two pretenders. In the mean time a coun- 
cil was called at Nazareth, at which were pre- 
fent Amaury patriarch of Jerufalem. Peter arch- 
bifliop of Tyre, all the bifhops of Paleftine, and 
the grand matters of the two military orders. The 
king too thought proper to be there, together with 
liis council and the principal nobility of the kingdom. 

The bufinefs of the council was to determine 
which of the popes fliould be acknowledged in Pa- 
leftine. The opinions were divided ; fome decla- 
red in favour of Alexander, others preferred the 
antipope ; and befides divers faffs alledged to jufti- 
fy th£ canonicalncfs of his ele&ioo, they reprefent- 
ed, that this cardinal in Adrian’s lifetime, had, up- 
on all occafions, with great zeal, defended the inte- 
refts of the church and clergy of Paleftine. But the 
reader may fee in the former book, that this pre- 
tended zeal conttfted only in his declaring againft 
the hofpitallcrs, in concert with the cardinal of St. 
Martin, at the afiembly of Ferento. 

' - w This 
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Thh was the chief motive which engaged forae 
bifhops to favour O&avian. The king, Vfho was 
afraid that this diverfity of fentiment* might occa-, 
£on a fchilin in his dominions, darted a third opi- 
nion. He propofed to the fathers of the council 
not to declare for either of the pretenders, till the 
church had decided the queftion in a general coun- 
cil; that however, in conlideration of the legate’s 
merit, they fhould allow, him to come to Jerufalem, 
make his, Nations there, and vifit the holy places, 
but only as a private my n, and without exercifing 
any aft of his legatine power. 

«« Ibe fchifni (fi^ys he, according to William of 
ic Tyre) is but beginning ; we do not yet know 
*« clearly enough which fide has the better right. 

«« Why then (hould we make lb hafty a determ i* 

«« nation in an affair of inch mighty importance ? 

14 Bv tides, (adds the prince), what need has the 
%t church of Paleftine of a legate, an officer of the 
“ court of Rome l Do not we know, that fucb 
“ perfons qeyer enter a kingdom without rqining 
,l the churches and, monafleries by their exaftions f 
«« And can a date, exhaufted by continual wars, 
•V w bich rauft be qiaintained againft the, infidels, 

«« furnifh fuch immenfe fucqs as they exaft, under 
« colour of defraying the, neceffar^ e*pence* of 
** their kgpuoq/’ 

A -motive fo prtffiqg, in yyhjch the clergy were 
particularly m^reded. and lyppqrted by a prince 
whom all men honoured for his great qualities, 
drew moll of the bifhops over to his opinion : and 
it would have pafftd unanimoufly, if the ai chbifhop 
©f Tyre, feconded by the great mafter, had not ge- 
ueroufly oppofed U *f The arefibiffipp represented 
yrith great force, that 4ie*apder’s eledtion v?as ca- 
nonical, and made with the confent of the founded 
part of the clergy and people of Rome ; that the 

• Bofio, lib. 6. 
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difturbance which an ambitious cardinal raifed i a 
the church could nowife cxcufe the faithful from 
the a&ual obedience which all Chriftians owed to 
the lawful vicar of Jefus Chrift ; that the way of 
fufpenlion on this occalion was no fecurity to their 
confcicnces ; and that for his part he was refolved 
to adhere to a pope, in whofe election the votes of 
mod of the cardinals and the wifhes of all good 
men concurred. In a word, this prelate fpoke with 
fo much zeal and refolution, that he brought the 
king over to his opinion The legate was admitted 
into the kingdom ; but he had not long exercifed 
his functions there, and exafled the dues of his le- 
gatine office, but he became a charge to thofe very 
perfons who had from the fir ft (hewn the greateft 
eagfrnefs f his reception : thefe are the very words 
of William archbifh >p of Tyre. 

The patruu’h of Jerufilem wrote in his own name 
and in that of his lutfra^ans to pope Alexander, to 
acquaint him with whit had palled in his favour in 
the fynod of Nazareth. Being informed (fays 
€C he, in his letter to him) that your* elc&ion was 
u made by an unanimous concurrence of the cler- 
€t gy and people, we have allowed and approved of 
€i it ; and, in confequence thereof, have excommu- 

nicated O&avian, with the two cardinals John 
€C and Guy, and their abettors, and have unani- 
iC moully made choice of, and received you for our 
* c temporal lord and fpiritual father/* I make no 
question but it will appear aftoniihing to fee this 
patriarch, even in the king’s prefence, give the 
pope the title of temporal lord ; but it will be lefs 
furpriling, if we confider, that the court of Rome 
had formerly endeavoured * to make it pafs for a 
maxim, that all the conqoefts which the Chriftians 

* Epi. Urb. XI. apud Ughel. I. 3, p, 423. Ep. Adrian IV. tom. fo* 
Concil. edit. Coflart p. 1144. Joan dc Sali/bery metalog, 4. c. ult. 
Matt, Paris ad an, 1255. 
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tad gained over the infidels, and all iflands, efpe- 
cially where Chriftianity was eftablifhed, belonged 
of right to the holy fee ; that the popes were the 
fdpreme fovereigns of- them, and that other princes 
enjoyed them only by a title of fuz rainete, or fub» 
altern fovereignty. It is well enough known what 
regard is paid now a days to thefe ultramontain 
pretentions. 

If we may believe Bofio, all the hofpitallers, by 
their adherence to the holy fee, had a great hand 
in the ready obedience that the church of Paleftinc 
paid to Alexander III. 

The grand matter of this order was not lefs fuf- 
ficient or lefs fuccefsful in terminating a famous dif- 
ference that rofe not long after in the kingdom a- 
bout the nature of government. King Baldwin III. 
being poifoned at the age of thirty three, and after 
a reign of twenty years, by a Jcwhh or Arabian 
phyfidan, Noradin’s minifters and commanders ad- 
*tfed him to improve the opportunity and invade 
Paleftioe. €t God forbid, (replied that generous 
u prince), that I fhould take advantage of the mif- 
u fortune of the Chrittians, from whom, after the 

death of fo great a prince, I have nothing more 
“ to fear.” 

Baldwin dying without children, the fucceflion, 
according to the eftablifhed ufage ever fince 
the death of Godfrey de bouillon, defcend- Feb. 
cd upon prince Amaury his brother. But 1163, 
fome great lords, who leeretly afpiied to the 
throne of Jerufalem, maintained, from the very ex- 
ample of Godfrey de Bouillon, that the crown was 
entirely eie&ive. They added, that if his iucceflbrs 
had inherited it, it was not fo much in virtue of 
their birthright, as by rtafon of the opinion men 
had of their valour, and by way of acknowledge- 
ment for the important fervices they had done the 
hate; in a word, that the crown ought to be only 
the price and recompepce of merit and valour. 

. Several 
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Several gentlemen, without having fuch high pre-* 
tentions as thefe great lords, did yet adhere to their 
par y out of the tear that had been io frilled into:, 
them of young Amaury’s government*, a prince 
indeed of great courage, bold, enterprifing, and- 
even of a fuperior genius ; but proud, haughty, 
presumptuous the ordinary foibles of youth 5 and, 
what was more furprfing at his age, covetous, and , 
fufpefted of thinking no means unjuft that could , 
contribute to fwell his exchequer. 

Yet this prince WdS not without his partifans: all 
the gentry and military men, who had recived fa- 1 
vours from his family, were inviolably attached to- 
him. The clergy and people, who honoured the' 
memory of the kings Fu’k and Baldwin, declared 
Openly for Amaury Belides, as he was poffeffed 
of the counties of Jaffa and Alcalon, by way of 
appanage, he foon faw himftlf at the head of a 
powerful army ; and that of the great lords began 
to decline and leffen every day through the diveriity 
and competition of their intereftsaod preteofions. 

However, both parties made preparations for war, 
and it looked as if this great dilpute could have been 
determined no other way than by fnree ; but moft 
of the good men, who torefaw with grief the di£ 
mal confrquences of a civil war, laboured and in- - 
terpofed for an accommodation. The grand; matter 
of the holpitalkrs had .he principal (hare in it. 
That wile old man, ftill more venerable for hi&> vir- 
tue than his age, reprefented to thofe grandees, 
who were moft jealous and fond of their preten- 1 
fions, that the divifion they were railing in the king- 
dom tended dirtftly to open the gates of Jerulaletn 
to the Sarazens or Turcomans; that the crown 
which thoy rehiied to put upon Amaury’s head 
would infallibly pafs upon that of Noradin, of the 
caliph of Egypt: u And if this misfortune hap- 


- • Will, Tyr, 1 , 19. c, 11, 
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n pens, (fays he tothem), what will become of you ? 
u you will be the flaves of infidels and the contempt 
u of Chriftians ; you will be looked upon as traw 
“ tors and Judafes, who have delivered the Saviour 
u of the world a fecond time into the hands of his 
41 enemies.” The grand mafter by fuch difcourfes 
calmed the ftorm, and brought thefc lords infenfi- 
bly over to the prince’s party ; and after fome ne- 
gotiations, wherein each malecontent took care of 
his private intereft, they went all in a body to afliirc 
Amaury of their fubmiffion. That prince was af- 
terwards crowned. in the church of the ho- 
ly fepulchre the 18th February A.D. < 163, 1 163. 

and all the eftates of the kingdom foiemnly 
took the oath of fidelity to him. 

The grand mafter, worn out with years, did not • 
long furvive that auguft ceremony, which might be 
confidered as his own work. He had governed his 
order fcarce two years, when death carried him off;, 
but after contributing fo fuccefsfully to the peace 
of church and ftate, he had lived long, enough to 
die with glory. 

The hofpitallers chofe in his ftead brother Arnaud 
de Comps, a knight of an illuftrious 
family in the province of Dauphine, Arnaud de 
who was not at all younger than his Comps. 
predeceflor. Scarce had this new 
grand mafter taken pofleffion of his dignity, wherr 
he was obliged to advance to the frontiers, at the 
head of the hofpitallers. The bufioefs was to op* 
pofe fome frefh incurfions of the Sarazens. We 
have obferved, that after king Baldwin III. had ta- 
ken Afcalon, the caliph called Elfeis, to lave himfelf 
from the continual inroads that the garrifons of 
that place and Gaza made upon his frontiers, had 
fubmitted to pay the kings of Jerusalem certain 
fums by way of contribution. But the caliph Ad- 
hed, fucceffor to Elfeis* or rather Schaours or San- 
uar, who, by the title of fulian, governed the ftate 
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with an abJolute authority, refuted openly to pay 
that fort of tribute any longer; and to break a 
treaty fcandalous to bis nation in the moft publick 
manner, he put himfelf at the head of a great body 
of troops, and ravaged in his turn the frontiers of 
Judea* 

Amaury burning with impatience to revenge 
this infraction of the treaty, aflembles his forces, 
fummons the nobility, gentry, and two military or- 
ders, and advances with great expedition to repulfe 
the enemy. Both fides were preparing for a bloody 
war, when there arofe difturbances and civil wars 
in 'Egypt, that obliged the fukan to abandon the 
frontier, and lead his troops back into the kingdom. 
But the king of Jerufalem could make no advan- 
tage of this precipitate retreat. 

To underhand this point of hiftory* it is necefik- 
ry to call to mind what was faid in the firft book of 
this work ; that after the death of Mahomet there 
rofe up in that left, and even in the falle prophet’s 
family, feveral princes, chiefs of <d ifibrent dynafties, 
who, by the name of caliphs, pretended to be heirs 
to^ Mahomet’s dominions, and the true interpreters 
of his law : ancP under this pretexts and, to keep 
their fubje&9 in obedience, they had publilhed dii- 
ferent commentaries and explanations of the alco- 
ran, in many points contrary and oppofite to one* 
another. Abulabbas* furnaroed Saffa, one of Ma- 
homet’s grandfons, or atlcaft descended of the fame 
family, having been proclaimed caliph, was the 
founder of the dyn ally of the AbaffidtSj which 
tied at Bagdar. 'Dtere were thirty feven caliphs of 
this family, who lucceeded one another without in- 
terruption, and were acknowledged by all the Ma- 
hometans of Alia, and particularly by the Turco- 
mans of the Selgeucidian race, for the rightful luc- 
ceflors of Mahomet. 


•*Wilh Tyr, 1 . 19. c. 5. 
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Abodt A. D. 908 +, ^he dynafty* of the Fathi- 
mites, i. e. of the princes who pre- 
tended to defcend in a direct line from Hcgir. 296. 
Aly, and Fatima, Mahomet's daugh- 
teiy began in Africa ; and Gxty four years after, 
the caliph Moez le Dinillah entered Egypt, iubdued 
it, caufed the do&flne of Aly to be received for the 
only orthodox do^rine, and forbad the obfervance 
of that of Orotr, and the Abaffidten caliphs that 
redded at Bagdat, againft whom this prince and his 
fuccefibrs, till the time of Adhed that we are fpeak- 
ing of, kept up a continual fchifm. 

This variety of fentiments in the explanation of 
the Alcoran, thefe disputes and fchiftns, and dpe* 
dally their genealogies, which were mbft of them 
fabulous, were invented by thefe princes only * to 
knpofe upon the people, and juftify their ufurpa- 
tions ; but fuch as wece well fettled in their govern- 
ments laughed at ' them. Thus one Thabetheba 
having afltfed the caliph Moez, what branch of the 
houfe of Aly he was defcended from? the prince, 
who was then at the head of a mighty army, drew 
his fab re out of the fcabbard, and branddhing it 
before his eyes, “ See here, (fays he), my father, 
Jt my mother, and my ftnceffors ; and throwing 
** handfuls of gdd to his foldiers, fed there, adds 
“ he,- my children and all my pofterity.” 

But the defendants of Moez, grown effeminate 
by luxury and pkafures, abandoned infenlibly the 
government of the kingdom and the command of 
the armies to a firft mi nifter, who, under the title 
of fuitan, like our old maires of the palace, govern- 
ed with an abfolute power. Thefe tninifters, who 
afttifirft had the foveccign authority only in truff, 
foon made themfelves independent ; they ( kept the 
caliphs confined in (he middle' of a pafacc, amidft a 
troop of women and eunuchs, and fettered as it 


f Will* Tyr. 1* c. ao. 
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were in pleafures. They left them only fbme a| 
pearances of fovereignty ; the money ftill bore thcj 
Ramp ; they were named firft in the publick pra} 
ers ; the fultan too was obliged to receive the ii 
veftiture, and enfigns of his dignity, from the han 
' of the caliph : but thefe prerogatives went no fai 
ther than mere ceremony. The caliphs durft nc 
deny the commiffion of fultan to any of their full 
jetts that proved the ftrongeft. Ana thefe prince 
were fo unhappy , that whilft they were neceffitate 
to receive a matter, they had not fo much as th 
choice of their tyrants. 

Sannar, or Savar, whom we have juft mentioned 
Was then inverted with the dignity and authority o 
fultan in Egypt. This minifter, at the very tim< 
that he was preparing to attack the Chriftians, fart 
l^imfelf on a fudden dripped of his dignity by \ 
powerful faftion formed againft him. A Sa racer 
his enemy, and ring- leader of the confpi 
1163. racy, called d’Hargan, taking his poft, and 
the command of the army,' advanced out 0 
hand againft the king of Jerufalem ; they camp m 
an engagement; the Egyptians, half naked, and mofl 
of them without any arms but their bows and ar- 
rows, did not long refift the cavalry of Amauryj 
particularly the knights of St. John and the tem- 
plars, who were armed cap-a-pee. Thefe warriors, 
who formed fquadrons truly formidable, foon broke 
the battalions of the infidels. The Egyptian army 
all drfbanded after the firft difeharge ; the king of 
Jerufalem remained matter of the field, and took 
abundance of prifoners ; his foldiers enriched them* 
felves with the booty, and his majefty immediately 
marched forward with great expedition, and filled 
thofe large provinces with the terr6r of his arms, 
and the dread of his name. < 

D’Hargan, who had no troops to oppofe hifflj 
had recourfe to a remedy almoft as dangerous as the 
ev il he defigned to avoid. To Hop the torrent, and, 
1 gain 
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^jain time to fend for troops from the higher Egypt, 
he broke down the hanks of the Nile, and drowned 
the country. But when he thought himfeif fecured 
againft the Chriftians, he was furpriied by a new 
enemy no lcls formidable than the king of Jcru- 
falem. 

Sannar, whom he had difpoffcffed of his dignity, 
had taken refuge at the court of Noradin, ftiltan of 
Aleppo ; and to obtain the neceffary fuccours for 
his reftauration, he offered, in caf; he got the bet- 
ter of his competitor, to make himfeif bis vjffal, 
and to give him every year the third part of the 
revenue of Egypt. Noradin, as great a politician 
as he was a foldier, fancied thefe civil wars would 
afford him a proper opportunity and means to make 
himfeif mafter of that great kingdom ; befides, that 
being devoted to the fedt and interefts of the AbaP- 
fidian caliphs of Bagdat, he thought religion would 
be indebted to him if he could extinguifh thefehifm 
by deftroying the government of the Fathimites, 
whom the Turcomans of the Selgeucidian race 
treated as hereticks. With this view he received 
Sanoar Tery favourably, and after the treaty was 
figned, levied a great body of troops* which, 
though fcemingly under the command of the Egyp- 
tian, were in fadf governed by Schirgovich or Sira- 
con, a Curde by nation, the firft of Noradin’s cap- 
tains, and one whom he trufted with his moft fecret 
intentions. 

D’Hargan having notice of this negotiation of his 
competitor, and of his preparing to enter Egypt at 
the head of NoraJin's army, and not finding him- 
feif ftrong enough to make head at the fame time 
againft the Chriltians of Pifleftine and the Turco- 
mans of Syria, fued for peace of Amaury. That 
prince would not grant it him, but upon condition 
of paying the tribute which had been the occafion 
of the war ; befides which, he demanded a large 
fum of money for the charges of his armament. 
Vol.I. L Tbp 
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The fuhan agreed to every thing, thinking that, ajt 
fo unhappy a juncture, he could not pay too dear 
for peace, or at lead for time to get clear of the e- 
nemy that appeared to him the mod, formidable of 
the two. He marched afterwards againd his rival. 
The Turcomans and Egyptians iVon met : D’Har* 
gan was defeated : he died in the battle, or after if, 
by the treafon of one of his officers ; and Sannar^ 
the old fuhan, was re-indated in his dignity : every 
thi.Mg fubmitted to his power •> he rewardedhis crea- 
tures, he put his enemies to death, and having no 
further need of Noradin’s affidance, he forgot the 
condition on which he had obtained it, or perhaps 
imagined that he was freed from the performance 
of it by his victory. This was the ground of a new 
war. The Turcoman general receiving politivc or- 
ders from his mader to revenge the Egyptian’s in- 
gratitude, immediately turned his arms againft him* 
and feized on Belbeis, formerly Pelufium, and A- 
lexandria. Sannar applied to the king of Jerufalem* 
and to engage him in his intereft, promifed that 
prince a conliderable fum, befides an augmentation 
of the tribute which his predecedbr had fubmitted 
to. Upon receiving the money, the king figned 
the treaty, and fent one of his officers, called Hugh 
of Csefarea, to get it ratified by the caliph. 
I! 66. This knight being condu&ed to an audience 
of the caliph, prefented him the treaty, 
which that prince ratified ; but it was only for form 
fake. Hugh required, that according to the ex- 
ample of the king his mader, he ffiould take him 
by the hand. The caliph, who had nothing left of 
all the rights of fovereignty but the ceremonial, af- 
fected a great fcruple with regard to the taking a 
Chriftian by the naked hand, and therefore cover- 
ed his own. But the Chridian knight refenting a 
precaution which bordered upon contempt ; c * bir, 

4 4 (fays he brifkly to him) our treaty ought to be 
44 ftneere on both tides, and executed with the fame 

“ ceremonies. 


Digitized by Google 



tfNICHTS OF MALTA. 123 

t( ceremonies. The king my mailer when he rati- 
“ fied it, gave hfs bare hand to your ambafiidors, 
“ ind I fliall not accept your ratification, unlefs it: 
u be made with the fame fprmaiities.” The caliph 
was obliged to uncover his hand, and give it to the 
ambaffador. Amaury, purfuant to this treaty, 
marched to the fultan’s affiftance, joined him beat. 
Siracon, and purfued him to Belbeis, whither he 
had retired after his defeat, and forced him, after 
forne days liege, to furrender the place to him. 

This prince the year following befieged and took 
Alexandria. Young Salahebdio, Siracon’s nephew, 
was in the city, with the greateft part of Noradin’s 
afmy. He was a young foldier of fortune, who 
had atfirft nothing to recommend him but the in- 
tfcreft and power of his uncle ; but he foon gained 
the efteem of the foldiery by his courage and libe- 
rality. He is faid to have been very loofe in his 
morals, but the delirc of railing himfelf, and the 
fore of glory, foon got the better of that of plea- 
fftfe, and in a lhort time he became a great com- 
mander. This young governor defended himfelf a 
long time, and with great valour. lie made fre- 
quent lallies ; every day afforded feme new aflion ; 
and after a fiege of mree months, Amaury was 
force farther advanced than the firft day. But the 
perlbn, whom he could not fubdue by force of 
arms, was vinquifhed at laft by fcardity and famine; 
and Saladin, for want of fupply and ammunition, 
was reduced to the unhappy neceffity of opening its 
gates to the enemy. This young .Mahometan, as 
he was marching out of Alexandria at the head of 
hisgarrifon, feeing Humfrey de Thoron, conftable 

the kingdom of Jerufalem, and charmed with 
[be bravery he had (hewn during the whole fiege, 
is reported to have addreffed himfelf to that ChriiU- 
an lord, * and to have defired him, as the gajlant- 

* S:e chroa. Will, de Nangis. 
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tft knight he knew, to do him the honour o.£ 
knighting him with his own hand y which the con- 
stable, by the king’s permiffion, confented to, and 
performed with all the maiks of etteem and confix 
. deration due to his valour, and the noble defence 
he had made during the liege. 

Sannar, at laft matter of Egypt, and rfd of the 
Syrians, had nothing to do but to fend the king of 
Jerufalem back into his own dominions ; and that 
he might not draw upon himfelf his arms and re- 
fentment,as he had clone thofe of Siracon, he made 
the chriflian monarch abundance of magnificent 
prefents. His principal officers too received from 
him gifts of various forts : provifions by his order 
were brought from all quarters to the army ; and 
Amaury returned to his dominions loaded 
1167. with glory ; but he fullied it afterwards by 
an enterprise, in which the hofpitallers un- 
happily had but too great a (hare. 

That prince, born with great views, but of a 
fiery and reftlefs ambition, was, after his return 
from Egypt, continually refle&ing upon the great- 
nefs of that kingdom, the number and riches of its 
inhabitants, its fleets and the convenience of its 
ports ; and he was thoroughly perfuaded, that it 
would be very difficult for the Latins to preferve 
the holy places, if ever there fhould be .a warlike 
caliph or fultan at the head of a kingdom fo power- 
ful and fo near to Paleftine, and that' fooner or 
later the Holy Land would again become a pro- 
vince of Egypt, as it had been before the conqueft 
of Godfrey of Houillou* Full of thefe refk&ions, 
and pofltfled with a notion of the little courage he 
had feen in that nation, he concluded, that he 
could not eftablilh his own government and that of 
his fuccefibrs, better than by making himfelf ma- 
tter of that potent kingdom : and as a thirft after 
riches was always his domineering pafiion, he had 
already in his own mind feized the caliph and ful- 
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tan's treafures ; and he flattered himfelf, that 
though he ihould not be able to make an entire 
conqueft of that date, yet he fhould at leaft carry 
off part of its riches, by plundering the towns, and 
railing contributions as tar as the moft diftanc pro* 
winces. 

But as his forces, with regard to fo great an en- 
terprize, were in no refpedt anfwerable to his ambi- 
tious views ; as he wanted troops and money to 
raife them, and was even deftitute of a fleet to 
block up the ports of Egypt ; he addrefled himfelf 
to Manuel'Coirtnenus, emperor of Conflantinople* 
propofed a league, and invited him to join in the 
conqueft, and divide the kingdom between them. 
XVilliam of Tyre *, author of the hiftory of the 
Latin kingdom of Jerufalem, was charged'wich this 
negotiation. He was born in the country, but his 
anceftors are faid to have been natives of France. 
He was archdeacon of Tyre, and Amaury after- 
wards made him preceptor to young Baldwin his 
fon. From this employ he rofe to the dignity of 
chancellor, and. about A. D. 1174* was chofcn 
archbifhop of Tyre. He was only archdeacon of 
that church when he was fent ambaffador to Con- 
ftantinople. The Greek emperor feemed no way 
averfe to the propofal made him by the ambaffador* 
and after fome conferences a treaty was figned. It 
was in purfuance of this treaty, that Contoftepha- 
fcus put to fea with the troops ftipulated for. 

Amaury, affured of a fleet, thought only of in- 
creating his army by land : he communicated his 
defign to the grand matter of the hofpitallers, who* 
by his character, and complaifance had a great 
(hare in the confidence of that prince. 

The grand mafter’s name was Gilbert Gilbert 
d’Alialit, or De Sailly ; he had lately d’Assalit, 
fucceeded to Arnaud de Comps. The 

* Will. Tyr, 1, *o. c. 4, 
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king reprefented to him, that having barbarians fo? 
their neighbours, a people inured t6 robberies, and 
whofe faith was never to be depended on* nothing 
but pure force, and fuch a fuperiority as might be 
acquired by conquefts, could ferVe for a barrier a- 
gaiuft their inroads, and fecure the frontiers of the 
kingdom from their enterprizes: that therefore he 
was refolved to invade Egypt, and make himfeif 
matter of fome confiderabla place there, which 
might hinder them from ever penetrating into Pa- 
ieftine. The grand matter, either out of com- 
plaifance, or puttied on by his courage, entered 
warmly into all the king’s defigns. He was in truth 
a man of great valour, bold and enterprizing, but 
of an extravagant genius, and very capable of being 
impofed on by hopes that often had no foundation* 
He applauded the king for the boldnefs of a pro- 
ject, which, he laid, was fuitable to the greatnefs of 
his courage ; and expreffed his great fenfe of the 
honour the prince did him, in allowing him to aft 
a part in it.. But though the grand matter was at 
the head of a ftrong body of warriors, his autho- 
rity was under the reftraint of a council, which, in 
all their undertakings, were determined by the fix- 
ed plan of their rule and ftatutes ; and whatever 
impatience the grand matter had to enter upon 
aftion, he began to fear the hofpitailers would 
fcruple engaging in an expedition which had no di- 
reft tendency, to the defence of the holy places, 
and the ftcurity of pilgrims and the Chrittiaft 
world. 

The king and the grand matter had feveral con* 
ferences upon this lubjeft. I he grand matter re* 
prefented to the king, that to engage the whole or- 
der in an enterpiize of fuch coniiderable expence, 
he mutt intereft the council in it by the hopes of a 
folid recompence, and fuch as would make ample 
amends for all the fums they ttiould advance ; and 
accordingly they agreed,jhat if the Chriftian army 
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| Goul d take the city of Belbeis, formerly called Pe- 
jjtifitim, the king fhould grant it io property to the 
^order. The grand mailer communicated this pro* 
yofirt to the council of the order j he laid before 
l$bcm the importance of the place, and all the ad- 
j'^antage the order might draw from fuch a con- 
efpecially in cafe the Turcomans, who every 
became more and more formidable, fhoulcL 
themfelves mailers of Palefline : for then, he 
id, the order might Transfer its refidence to that 
from whence it would not be* difficult, in 
more favourable jundlure, to enter again into 
Holy Land, and drive the barbarians out in 
irturn. 

The fenior hofpitallers, men who to a nicety of 
fewmr joined a fcrupulous obfervance of their 
Rs^urged that they were a religious order, and 
$Gijrthe church had not put arms into their hands 
to make conquefts ; that they had no right to ufe 
ihcm at all. but for the defence of the Holy Land : 
Jfcfides, that they could not invade a nation, though 
in infidel one, which relied upon the faith of a 
treaty of peace juft figned before. 

But others, fome of them friends to the grand 
mailer, and fome gained over by the king himlelf, 
declared for war. They maintained, that what 
treaties foever had been made formerly, cither wiih 
the Turcomans or Sarazens, thofe infidels had al- 
ways broken them, when they had any profpeft of 
being able to furprize the Chriftians ; that they 
had not obferved the laft treaty more faithfully 
than the former, and that pofitive advice had beea 
brought, that their garrifons were continually ma- 
king inroads upon the frontier, and particularly * 
that one of their parties had lately carried off fome 
peafants of the country who trulled to the faith of 
the laft treaty. Whether this complaint was really 
true, or onlv a pretence, it was carried by a plura- 
lity of voices in the council for war, and reiolved, 
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that in cafe the king made an attempt to conquer 
Egypt, the grand matter fhould follow him in that 
expedition, at the head of all the troops he could 
levy : And to raife the neceflary fupplies for this 
armament, they gave him a full power to borrow 
money of the banks of Florence and Genoa. 

Nicetas, in the life of the emperor Manuel C6rii~ 
nenus, fays, that his imperial majetty, to contribute 
his (hare towards it, made confiderable remittances 
to the grand matter by Theodorus Maurozumus ; 
and it was probably to get a fum of money from 
the king of France that he likewife wrote to that 
prince. 

Afialit, with this money, levied a great body of 
troops which he litted into the pay of the order ; 
and as his fancy was entirely taken up with flatter- 
ing hopes of conquefts, by his indifereet liberalities, 
he drew a great number of volunteers into his fer- 
vice, who, like him, (hared already in imagination 
all the riches of Egypt. The king was mightily 
pleafed with the zeal he (liewed for th€ 
ii68. fuccefs of his enterprize. That prince flat- 
tered himfclf with the thoughts of hiving 
a fuccour every way as confiderable from the tem- 
plars ; but they flatly refufed being concerned in 
the affair, either becaufe they would not appear in 
the field with forces inferior to thofe of the hof- 
pitallers ; or, as they gave out themfeives, becaufe 
they looked upon the war as unjufl, it being begun 
without any previous declaration by an herald : .A 
fure maxim indeed, but little minded by princes, 
who have more regard to their own intereft, than 
to the facrednefs of an oath ♦. 

* Fratres autem militias tempi! eidem fe fubducentes faOo, aut 
^ula eis contra confcientiam fuanv videbatur, aut quia magilcr 
Spain!* domus, hujus rei auftor ct princeps videbatur, vires peni- 
tus miniftrare, aut regem fequi negaverunr; dufum enim videba- 
tur eis, amico regno et de noftro fide praelumenti, contra teflon 
rem paftorum, et contra jurii religii nem, immeritis et /idem icr* 
faatibus belluna indicere. Will. Tyr, 1 . 20. c. 5, 
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Amaury, attended by the grand mailer, took the 
field at the head of his army, the moft numerous 
that for a long time had marched out of Paleftine.. 
That prince, in lefs than ten days time, patted the 
defert that divides Paleftine from Egypt, and in- 
verted Belbeis, fummoning the inhabitants to open 
their gates to him. This town was feated on the 
banks of the Nile, on the right fide of the river 
towards Paleftine. Mahazan, fon to the fultan 
$annar, and one of his nephews, who commanded 
then in the place, fent him word, that they were 
ftrangely furprized to fee a prince appear under 
their walls as an enemy; from whom the caliph and 
fultan had lately received fuccours of the greateft 
fervice to them, and with whom Egypt had but juft 
before made a folemn treaty of peace. Amaury 
was for laying the caule of his taking arms on forne 
in cur (ions of the Sarazens*, but they were difavow- 
ed. Mahazin too maintained, that they could not 
prove that ever any fbrdier of his father’s had r 
fioce the laft treaty, fet foot in the Chiiftian terri- 
tories ; but as force fupplies the place of reafon 
with moft fovereigns, Amaury thought himfelf too 
powerful to give ear to the reafons of the infidels y 
and upon their refufal,. it was vifible nothing but 
arms could decide the fate of the befieged. 

The town was fortified by all the methods which 
art had at that time invented, but more fo by the 
number of its inhabitants, who had all taken arms 
for the defence of their country, and, what is ftili 
more, againft the enemies of their religion. A- 
maury, fearing the length and uncertainty of a 
fiege, refolved fit ft to try a fealado : He was two 
days preparing ladders and machines neceflfary for 
his enterprize. Scarce had the dawn of the third 
day appeared, when the town was furrounded by 
the whole army in battalia; the inhabitants on their 
fide lined the walls, armed with arrows, darts, 
ftones and artificial fireworks. No fooner were 

the 


Digitized by Google 



*3* HISTORY OF THR 

the ladders brought near the walls, but a body of 
Amaury’s troops, led by valiant officers, ran to the 
afiault. Never was there the like eagernefs feen in 
attion ; fome endeavoured, by the help of ladders, 
ro climb up to the top of the wall, while others 
fapped it at the bottom, and fome in places where 
it was lowed, got upon the fhoulders of their com- 
rades , and made of their bodies a fort of flairs to T 
get up to the ramparts: The befieged drove them 
back with their pikes, with rolling great (tones tip- 
on them from the top of the wall, with darting 
their javlins, or throwing artificial fires ; and there 
perifhed in the beginning of this attack a great 
number of chriftian officers and foldiers, before 
it could be feen on which fide the viftory would 4 
turn. 

Amaury, to fuftain this filft body, canted fome ‘ 
frefti troops to advance, who bravely .mount thro* 
die thickefl of the fires, javelins, and ftones, get 
up to the top of the walls, catch hold of the bat- 
tlements, and, in fpire of all oppofition from the 
befieged, leap upon the ramparts, pufh all before 
them, and make their way into the town fword in 
hand. This done, they fet open the gates, the 
Chriftians crowd in ; the fo Idlers, in the firft traa- 
fports of their fury, put ail before them to the 
ftvord, without diftinftion of age, feX, or condition. 
There were fome of thefe furies that fpated neither 
old men, nor Vtromen, nor children at the bread f 
k looked as if the Chriftians were afraid of be- 
ing lefs inhuman than the Saracens and Arabians. 
But the officers, as well as the foldiers, perceiving 
that their cruelty was prejudicial to their avarice, 
gave quarter to the principal inhabitants, in hopes 
of drawing money from them -for their ranfom • 
and fuch as could not pay it were treated as Haves 
and prifoners of war. 

The king of Jerufalem being mafter of the place, 

delivered 
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delivered up the pofleffion of it, according 

to his agreement, to the grand matter ; and 1 16&. 

• the whole army, after Tome days reft, march- 
ed towards Grand Cairo, a conttderable city, feated 
hear old Babylon, and upon the deftru&ioa of that 
jjace made the capital of Egypt. There is no do* 
bribing thefnrprife and contternation of the fultan* 
'then he received the advice of the lofs of Belbeis, 
Spd the taking of his fon and nephew, and that he 
v $imfelf was going to have all the chriftian forces 
his heels. As he could not much depend up- 
the raw troops of the Egyptians, in fpite of his 
ich of faith to Noradin, he faw himfelf reduced 
the neceffity of having recourfe to that prince ; 

‘ the imminent danger he was in made him in* 
ble of Ihame in imploring the aftiftance of an 
v$|whom he had deceived : at the fame time he 
Jppfor feverai regiments from the matt remote 

f tioces ; and to gain time for both to advance to 
fuccour, he difpatched ambaffadors to the king 
i^fjerufalem, to r endeavour by a negotiation to re* 
tad the progrefs of his arms. 

T he ambafludors arriving at the royal camp,* com* 
jlained of the. inf ration of the treaty of peace; but 
is the injuftice was but too vifible, they did not in- 
fill much on a grievance which would only ferve to 
inccnfe Amaury whom they had a. mind to pacify 5 
hut to prevail with him to withdraw his forces out 
of Egypt, they made him fuch dazzling propoials, 
that his majefty, with whom peace and war werq 
equally venal, had not the power to relift them. 
Ihey offered him two millions of gold for a peace, 
and for the ranfom of the lultan’s fon and nephew j 
an immenle fum in thole days, and fuch as could 
hardly be railed in all Egypt. Amaury, more af- 
fefted with thefe offers of ready money than with 
the uncertain hopes of conquering the king- 
dom, accepted the conditions. The trea- 1169. 
ty was figned 5 in confequencc of which, 
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and for fetting the fultan’s fon and nephew at liber 
ty, they paid him an hundred thoufand pieces o 
gold in part of the two millions, demanding fom 
time to raife the reft ; and infilling upon a ceflatio 
of arms between the two nations during the tim 
that they were collecting the money in the provin- 
ces ; as alfo, that the Cbriftians, to avoid alarming 
the country, ftiould ftay in the place where they ; 
were, or at leaft advance on but {lowly. The-, 
king of Jerufalem, always befet by his wretched] 
paffion, without confidcring that moments in war: 
are more precious than gold and filver, complied 
with every thing ; and the fultan, to amufe him, 
fent him refreftiments continually. He took care,j 
at the fame time, to difpatch exprefs after exprefs 
to the prince, to excufe, under various pretences, 
the delay of paying the money agreed on. In vain 
did Amaury *s chief officers labour to make him 
lufpefl this delay. That prince, blinded by the 
hopes of receiving fo vaft a fum, carefully avoided 
giving the Saracens the leaft pretence in nature to 
break the treaty: but it was tiot long before hefaw 
that he was impofed upon : he heard, with equal 
furprize and concern, that feveral bodies of troops * 
were advancing out of the provinces, and that a 
formidable army of the Syrian Turcomans were on 
their march to fuccour the Egyptians, and were ta- ' 
king their mcafurcs to join them. 1 

Noradin, who refolved not to be the Egyptians I 
bubble a fecond time, had poured in his bell troops 
on that fide, and put his general in a condition to 
force S innar to keep his word. Notwithftanding 
the feveral motions that Amaury made, Siracon, 
who commanded Noradin’s army, and knew the 
c ountry well, avoided meeting him. Amaury had 
advanced to fight him feparately ; but that infidel 
general joined the troops of the fultan. To com- 
plect the misfortune, the fleet which the emperor 
0 f Conftantinople had fent to the affiftance of the 
x Chriftians, 
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tShrlftians, was part of it loft, and the reft difpcr- 
fed by a ftorm. Amaury deprived of rhis factour, 
and finding his army confiderably weakened by fick- 
uefs, defertion, and other accidents ufual in war, 
law himfelf no longer in a condition of making 
head againft the united forces of the infidels; fo that 
all his bufinefs was to get back into Paleftine ; and 
as there was no profpeft of leaving the garrifon of 
Belbeis in an enemy’s country, without any hopes 
of fuccour, againft fo formidable a power, the great 
mailer found himfelf obliged to recall the hofpital- 
lers that he had put into the place. 

Amaury took them up in his way ; and though 
he was purfued fmartly by fome detachments of 8i- 
racon’s army, he made a fhift to get back into Pa- 
leftine. At laft, after a tedious march, he arrived 
at Jerufalem, full of confufion for having broken 
a folemn treaty to no purpofe, and been engaged 
in an unjuft and ill concerted cnterprife. 

The grand mafter was yet more uneafy at this ill 
fuccefs. - The courtiers, according to cuftom, in 
order to juftify the young prince, threw all the 
blame of this unfortunate expedition upon him. 
His brother companions of the order Were no lefs 
exafperated againft him ; and they made loud com- 
plaints, that he had ^un the order in debt above 
200,000 ducats, an rmmenfe fum in thofe days, 
merely to gratify his vanity, and be attended by a 
great number of volunteers. In fhort, not able any 
longer to bear the contempt of fome, and the re- 
proaches of others, he refoived to leave Paleftine. 
He made a refignation of his dignity in a full chap- 
ter, and they chofe in his ftead an old 
knight, called brother Callus or Gaftus, Gastus. 
of whofe country we have no account. 1169. 
Were is not for the diftance of time, 
one might perhaps take him for the fame Gaftus* 
who, during the firft crufade, entered with the 
count of Flanders, at the head of five hundred 
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men, into the town of Rami ; but in all probabi- 
lity this great mailer was only fome relatifm of that| 
gentleman’s. 

Gilbert d’AiTilir, upon his abdication, quitted 
Jerufalem and Palcftine, refolving to go into fome 
corner of Europe, there to bury his grief and 
lhame. He embarked at Jaffa, and landed on the 
coafl of Provence : he paffed through France, to 
go into Normandy to Henry II. duke of that great 
province and king of England. He waited upoQj 
that prince at Rouen, and notwithftanding his mis- 
fortune, was well received by him, as Roger Hove-j 
den, a cotemporary biilorian, relates, ^rom thence j 
he took (hipping at Dieppe for England, which!] 
makes it probable that he was a native of that coun- 
try ; the (hip, as the hiftorian fays, was old and not 
(it to bear the fea. Affilit, impatient to be in Eng- 
land, caufed only fome (light repairs to be made, 
and went on board it ; but he was hardly got out I 
of the port when the veffel foundered. The great [ 
mailer periflbed on this occafion, with all the paf- 
fengers, except eight perfons, who feized in good 
time on the boat. 

Sannar, though viftorious, was not fo eafily rid 
of Siracon Noradin’s general, as of the Chriftians 
Jiis declared enemies : an ally fo powerful gave him 
great uneafinefs. Thefe two generals watched one 
another narrowly, and had each of them their pri- j 
vate defigns. The Egyptian, after congratulating 
Siracon on his vidtory, lent him magnificent pec* 
fents ; and reprefenting to him the fcarcity of pro- 
vifions, preffed him to return home. But Siracon, 
on various pretences, deferred his departure from 
day to day ; in fine, having wheedled Sannar into 
his camp, he had him affafilnated, and entering 
into Cairo at the head of his troops, made himfelf 
xnafter of the kingdom, and was declared fultan by 
the caliph hitnfclf, who was but a mere phantom of 
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a (bvereign, and whofc fate depended always on the 
ftrongeft of his fubje&s. 

Noradin’s general did not long enjoy the fruits 
of his villany ; he fell fick and died at the end of 
two months, and left the command of Noradin’s 
troops to his nephew Salahebdin, or Saladine, be- 
fore mentioned, whom the caliph of Egypt* becaufe 
he could not avoid it, declared firft emir or fultan * 
of the whole kingdom. 

Saladine difpatched immediately an officer, one ' 
of his friends, to Damafcus, to give Noradin his 
matter advice of the death of Siracon his uncle, 
and to receive his orders. Some of Noradin’s mi- 
nifters, miftrufting the ambitious temper of the 
young general, advifed that prince not to confirm 
the authority of Saladine, who was not born his 
fubjeft, but to fend him immediately a fucceffor. 
But Noradin, being apprehenfive that the taking 
away his command would put him upon thoughts 
of revoking, and having a defign to go in perfon 
into Egypt, when all was quiet in that kingdom, 
confirmed Saladine in his poft, only ordering him 
to caufe the name of Adhad as caliph to be left - 
out of the publick prayers, and that of Moftadhi, 
the thirty-third caliph of the race of the Abnfikies, 
who refided at Bagdat, to be fubftituted in his ftead. 
He commanded him at the fame time to turn out 
the priefts and cadis or magiflrates that profeffed 
themfelves of the fe£l of Aty, of which Adhad, as 
caliph, was the head and fovereign pontiff. That 
caliph furvived this great change but a fhort time. 
It is faid that his death was not natural, and that 
Noradin, zealous and a bigot to his religion, in or- 
der to extinguish the lchiim in the blood of that 
unfortunate prince, fent private orders to Saladine 
to make him away. But whether any fuch orders 
citfne from Damafcus, or Adhad’s life gave conti- 
nual uneafinefs to the ambitious Saladine, it is 
M Z ccrtairi 
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certain that he caufed him to be ftrangled in the 
bath. 

He was the laft of the Fatamite caliphs, who be- 
came extinft in Egypt in the year of our Lord 
1171, and of the Hegira 5 50 ; and all the authori- 
ty in the government, both fpiritual and civil, de- 
volved upon Saladine, who, to make himfelf the 
more refpe&ed, received the inveftiture of it from 
the Abbafidian caliph redding at Bagdat, 

Salahedden-Jofefben Ajoub ben Schadi was a 
foldier of fortune, a Curde by nation, who engag- 
ed with his uncle Siraconin the fervice of Noured- 
din Zenghi, prince of Aleppo and Damafcus, whom 
we have b^en fpeaking of by the name of Noradim 
The calipn Adhad was no fooner dead, than Sa- 
ladine feized his treafures, with which we may fay 
he purchafed the empire, by diftributing them in- 
to his army. He gave every thing away. Never 
did any commander gain the affettion of his foldi- 
ers by fuch prodigious liberalities. He was fevere 
in punifhing, generous in rewarding, good natur* 
ed, humane, perfectly equitable with regard to his 
fubjeds, and at the fame time, by the principles of 
his religion, a bloody enemy to the hofpitallers and 
templars ; he was moreover a foldier, a general, 
and a great commander, and by his conquefts 
founded a vaft empire, the biftory whereof is writ- 
ten by the famous Abbe Renaudor, the mod 
learned man of his age in the oriental languages. 

Young Saladine, being as able a politician as he 
was a great commander, paid, as long as Noradin 
lived, an entire deference to his orders; he obferv* 
edtoo for fume time after his dearh the fame con- | 
duft with regard to Alrnalech-al Salchifmael No- 
radin’s fon, whole name he caufed to be mentioned , 
in the mofques and publick prayers after that ofthe ] 
caliph, as was the cuftom with regard to fove- 
reigns. He afterwards married that prince’s mo- 
ther ; but when he had cftablilhed his authority 
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upon a fubftantial footing, he took off the mafk, 
made war upon the fon of his matter, and took A- 
leppo from him. Damafcus, the better part of 
Syria, Perfia, and Mesopotamia fell under the ' 
power of his arms - 

There was nothing to feperate thcfe vaft pro- 
vinces whereof this new empire was compofed, and 
to hinder their communication with each other, 
but only Judea or Paleftine ; for which reafon he 
bent his arms to conquer this little ftate. There 
were every day new cnterprizes and incurfions made 
by the infidels. The Chriftians knew not which 
way to turn themfelves, nor what part to fuccour 
firtt. Saladine with an army of 40,000 men at- 
tacked the cattle of Daron, fituated in Idumea, » 
four miles from Gaza : but meeting with two brave 
a refinance, he drew off and inverted Gaza, itlelf, 
which is the key of the kingdom of Palettine, on 
that fide next Egypt and the fea. He thought to 
find that place, which was entrutted to the guard 
of the templars, dettitute of a garrifon, from a no- 
tion that thole knights were drawn out to reinforce 
the army: but he was convinced upon the firtt ap- 
proach, and by the firtt Tally that was made, that 
all the templars were not at the army. He railed 
the.fiege immediately, and by way of revenge for 
his ill fuccels, his troops put all to fire and 1 word in 
the country, whilft his lieutenants, on the other 
hand, ravaged at the fame time the principality of 
Antioch and Phoenicia. 

The hofpitallers and templars were continually 
on horfebark ; and though thefe noble warriors 
made head with invincible courage againft all tho 

* Salahabdinns occupator ^Sgypti uxorem Nradini fibi matrimo- 
n io copulans, cum ipfa regni regimen, fugutis hacre<Jibu>, occupavit 5 
demdc terra Roafiae ct Gefirae occupata, circumjacentia regna uf^»e 
id intima citerioris Indiae, nunc dolis, nunc armis expugnan*, de 
feeptns pluribus monaremam efficit, Babylomz ct Dama ci fibi ven- 
dicans principaium : haec fojtunr ludentis pulcatia, Chron. 9. de 
Naogis, ad ann. 1174. 

M £ fores' 


Digitized by Google 



138 HISTORY OF THE 

efforts of the enemy, the king began to be fenfible 
of the fault he had committed, in occafioning the 
fultan to call in an enemy equally powerful and 
ambitious to his fuccour ; and he faw plainly, that 
there was no refilling him without a new crufade, 
and an army of the princes of the weft. He em- 
ployed William Bifhop of Acre in this negotiation* 
appointing him chief of the ambaflade : but as this 
fuccour was remote, and even uncertain, he re- 
fblved to apply himfelf to the emperor of Canftan- 
tinople, and went in perfon to that capital, to ob- 
tain of Manuel, whofe niece he had married, foroe 
troops, or at leaft money neceffary to make new le- 
vies. 

That prince, before he embarked, left the go- 
vernment of his territories to the two ' 
Joubert. grand mafters : the hofpitaller was 

1 169. called brother Joubert, a perfon, who 
by his wife conduct in the affairs of the 
principality of Antioch, well deferved to be pro- 
moted to that fupreme dignity. He fucceeded Ga- 
jlus. The choice the king had made, fo much to 
the honour of the two military orders, was a new 
motive to redouble their application and zeal. The 
two grand mafters were obliged, in a manner, to ' 
make head on all (ides ; and to embarrafs them the 
more, befides the formidable enemy they had in 
Saladine, there rofe up another of the houfe of Ar- 
menia, fprung out of the very bofom of the temp- 
lars, who putting himfelf under the protection of 
.the infidels, adopted at the fame time all their ha- 
tnd again ft the Latin Chriftians. 

The ltfftr armenia, a province bordering upon 
Syria, had its own princes, that were Chri- 
1170. ftians by religion, but mod of them fchif* 
niaticks, as well as their fubjeCts, and that 
from the Qreek church as well as the Latin. * 

* Bofio. 1 . 8. p. 277, 
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They mix no water with the wine in the holy facri- 
ficc, as the Greeks and Latins do, though they ufe 
leavened bread agreeably to the practice of the 
Greeks. * They make but one holy day of Chrift- 
mas and the epiphany ; ’tis faid too, that they 
chufe butter inftead of balm in making the holy 
chrifm. They allow but one nature in Jefus Chrift, 
and add thefe words, u Who was crucified for us” 
to the trifagion, an addition introduced by Peter 
Foulon, an intruder into the patriarchal fee of An- 
tioch, but rejetted by the Catholick church. Thefe 
fchifmaticks have a patriarch, whom they {file by 
way of eminence the Catholick, and who refides at 
Cis, the capital of the lefier Armenia. The princes 
of this little {fate depended originally on the empe- 
rors of Conftantinople ; but in the frequent revo- 
lutions of that empire, they never acknowledged its 
authority, but when they were forced to it ; and 
by the help of iTorae caftles, feated on inacceffible 
mountains, they maintained their ground as well a- 
gainft the incurfions of the Turcomans as the cn- 
terprizes of the Greeks. 

Thodos or Theodore was then reigning in that 
country. This prince, though a fchifmatick, had 
yet, to fupport himfelf againft the Greeks, made a 
particular alliance with the Latins of theeaft. He al- 
lowed the hofpitallers and templars to have churches 
mhis territories, and Mclier of Milon, his brother, 
bad even renounced the fchifrn, and made himfelf 
a templar. Prince Theodore, to engage the La- 
tins more clofely in his interefts, had married one 
of his filters to a Latin nobleman ; and there being 
iffuedof that marriage a young prince, named Tho- 
mas, he had afterwards declared him to be his heir 
*nd fuccefior. ' ' 

Upon the death of that prince, Thomas his ne- 
phew was for taking pofllffion of bis territories. 

* Epift, Gteg. Pap* fcpN 

* But 
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# But as he was no abettor of the fchifisa, 
1171. the Armenians (hewed a great deal o f 
diflike to his government, and Melier the 
templar, taking advantage of this averfion of thd 
people, ’quitted his order, took up arms in’concert 
with Saladine, obtained a confiderable fuccour df 
troops from him, drove his nephew out of Arme^ 
nia, and made himfclf matter of it. He afterwards 
invaded the principality of Antioch, and advanced 
even to the frontiers of the kingdom of JerufaldinJ 
His troops, by his orders, deftroyedall before then 
with fire and (word, and left difmal marks of thtll 
fury in all places where ever they pafled f . Ir ■ 
impofiible to deferibe all the barbarities which thil 
apoftate templar exercifed upon the Latin Chrittiatffi 
and efpecially upon the knights hofpitallers and tefiw 
plars his brethren. Such as fell into his hands, Hr 
caufed to be murdered in cold blood, or clfe deW 
vered them up to the infidels, as pledges and p roost 
of his fidelity, by which means thefe foldiers of 
fus Chrift were put to death with the moft dread* 
ful torments. j 

The grand matter Joubcrt would gladly have 
gone in perfon to reprefs the inroads of the rengl 
gado, and take ample vengeance of him for Is 
many cruelties. But as he had ftill the care of th| 
regency upon his hands, and could not leave 1 
frontiers of Egypt, without abandoning them forfc 
prey to the incurfions of Saladine’s troops, he or* 
dered a knight of his order, who was alfo a great 
preceptor or great commander in it. and had fcbfe 
guard of the frontiers on the fide of Syria, to draw 
together the hofpitallers and foldiers under hh 
command, and to advance againft the apottate Me* 
lief, and give him battle. 

Bohemund III* of that name, reigned at this 
time in the principality of Antioch. He was ‘the 

.* Will. Tyr. 1, zo, *8, f Idem ibid. _ 
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A>n of Raimond, brother to William the laft count 
of Poitiers and Auvergne, and duke of Aquitain, 
which Raimond, as we have obferved, had by 
means of the hofpitaller Joubert, married the prin- 
cefs Conftance, heirefs of the principality Of Anti- 
och, and only daughter of Bohemund II. and the 
ifliie of this marriage was Bohemund III. T his 
young prince and the templars joined with the hof- 
pitallers againft the renegado Melier : and Amaury, 
king of Jerufalem, at his return from Conftanti- 
nople, where he had received more honours and 
fine promifes than effeftual fupplies, prepared to 
march at the head of his troops to take on him the 
command of the army : but advice came, that Me- 
lier, not thinking himfelf ftrong enough to keep 
the field, had retired to the defiles of the moun- 
tains, and intrenched himfelf in places where it was 
not eafy to force him. 

The Turcomans on their fide, to make a diverfi- 
on in favour of the Armenian, hadinveft- 
cd Arach or Krach, a place in the fiontier 1172. 
of Arabia Petraea *. Upon the firft news 
they had of the fiege of Jerufalem, Thoron, con- 
ftable of the kingdom, drew out the hofpitallers 
and templars that were left in Jerufalem, and ad- 
vanced with great expedition to relieve it. At the 
approach of the chriftian army, the infidels raifed 
the fiege, and retired into their own country. 

As faults are perfonal, and there was a villain 
and traitor even in the college of the apoftles. Me- 
lier’s apoftacy did no injury to the reputation of the 
templars ; but a barbarous adlion, committed not 
long after by a brother of that orderupon an envoy 
of the prince of the affaffins, and connived at by 
the grand mafter, began to lefTen and fink the e- 
fteem and affe&ion which till then was paid to the 
whole order in general. 

• TO. Tyr, 1 . 29. 
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There had been fettled forTeveral ages in thJ 
mountains of Phoenicia, between Tortola or Ante* 
radus, as it was then called, and the town of Tr| 
poli, a fort of banditti, who feemed to be Maho* 
metans, but in reality had fcarce borrowed an| 
thing from that fe£t but theirhatred of the chriftsan 
name. They were barbarians, without any 
faith, or even religion, but blindly devoted 
will of their chief, by whofe orders the mod fhock* 
ing villanies were confecrated into heroick virt 
They chofe this commander by a majority of vs 
He took on him no title but that of Old* or Seoi 
a term from whence in thofe times was derived tl 
of Seignior, which, in baftard' Latin, fignifies 
fame thing ; and he was called the Seignior of 
mountain, on account of the mountainous o 
try which thefe banditti inhabited. 

But ijnd$r a ftyle and title fo modeit in a [ 
ance, this chief of the affafiins enjoyed an autht 
ty more abfolute than that of the greateft ki 
and his pow*er was the more firm and fubftantial, 
that it was founded on a principle of religion ; ai 
becaufe this brutifll and ignorant people were br< 
up in the belief, that if they died in executing 
orders of their chief, they Ihould go immedfai 
to a delicious paradife, and be placed in t-he 
feats there *. The feignior of the mountain m; 
ufe of thefe wretches to difpatch his particular ene^j 
mies. They went to flab even princes and fove* 
reigns in their very palaces, and in the midft 6m 
their guards. It was a fort of fchool or academf*^ 
of alfaffins, and thefe barbarians were not deterred^ 
by fear of the mod dreadful torments from execute 
ing their bloody commifiions. 

To avoid iufpicion, they generally carried no 

• Will. Tyr. 1. 14. c. 19. 1. 20. c. 11. Matt. Paris A. D. ll^Ot 
Will. Neubri. K 4. c. 24. id. 1. 5. c. 16. Jac dc Vim 1. 1. c. 12. et 
14. id. 1. 3. p. 1 126. See Do Cang's obfervatjons oa the hift. of St* 
Louis, p« 87. edit. 1668# * 
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arms but a poinard, called in the Peifian tongue 
Haffifin ; this name was given them upon that oc- 
cafion, and from thence we have formed the word 
AfTufSn. This little Hate confifted only in fome 
cattles, built on the ridge of the mountains* or up- 
on inacceffible rocks ; but there were in the’ bot- 
toms betweeq thefe mountains, and in the vales, a 
great number of villages, peopled with above fixtr 
thoufand inhabitants, all of a cruel and favage dii- 
pofition, murderers by principle, and fo refolutely 
defperate, that mod of the neighbouring princes, 
though far exceeding them in power, yet, durft not 
make war upon them. It is related of a fuitan of 
Damafcus, that having fent an envoy to a feignior 
of the mountain, named Hacen, to threaten him 
with the ruin of his little territory, if he would not 
pay him tribute, this chief of the aflaflins, 
without making any reply, ordered, in the envoy's 
prefence, one of his fubje&s to throw hi mfetf bead- 
long from the top of a tower, and another to ftab 
himfelf to the heart ; they did fo on the fpot. Ha- 
cen thereupon turning towards the ambaffador, who 
was not a little frighted at fo odd a fpettacle, Tell 
your mafter, fays he, that I have fixty thoufand 
nien as much devoted to my orders as thefe two j 
and from that time the feignior-of the mountain ne- 
ver heard more of the fulcan’s pretenfions. Other 
hiftorians fay, that it was a count of Compagne, who 
going from Tyre to Antioch, with a pals, from the 
feignior of the mountain, and 'travelling through 
bis litde (late, was witnefs of this horrid light. But 
be that as it will, moft of the chriftian and maho- 
metan fovereigns thought fit, for their own fecuri- 

againft the fury of thefe aflaflins, to fend great 
prclents to their chiefs. 

The templars, who were in pofieffion of the 
places adjoining to this little ftate, were the only 
perfons who durft venrure to make war upon thefe 
affaffios, and attempt to rid the earth of fuch mon- 
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fters. But as thefe barbarians, who had it in their 
power to revenge themfelves on the grand mafter, 
were fenfible that the order, being governed in the 
manner of a commonwealth, was not to be extin- 
guifhed by the death of their chief, whofe place 
would immediately be filled with a fucceffor, every 
whit as eager to make war upon them, they fub- 
mitted at laft to purchafe a peace with the tribute 
of two thoufand crowns of gold yearly, payable to 
the order. 

The feignior who commanded at that time in thefe 
mountains, either out of a religious motive, or to be 
eafed of this tribute, fent an ambafiador to the king 
t>f Jerufalem, to allure him that he was ready to be 
baptized with all his fubjedts, if the templars would 
difeharge them of the tribute. Amaury was highly 
pleafed with the propofal, promifed that the tribute 
Should be remitted, for which he engaged to make 
the templars amends, loaded the envoy with pre- 
^ fents, and at his return fent him away, fays William 
of Tyre, attended by one of his guards, who had 
orders to condudt him to the frontiers of the ftate. 
They were already paft Tripoli, and ready to en- 
ter into the ftreighrs of the mountains, when a 
templar, named Du Mefnil, hurried on by the ani* 
mofity that had fo long reigned between the Chri- 
ftians and the affaffins, without any regard either 
to the public faith, or the officer the king had fent 
to protect him, ran his fword through the envoy’s 
/ body, and killed him on the fpot. 

It is impoffible to exprefs the king’s wrath and 
indignation, when he heard of this intolerable viola- 
tion of the law of nations, efpecially fince it affeft- 
ed the chief of a banditti, who would not want af- 
faffins to make reprifals. He fent immediately to 
Odo de St. Amand, then grand matter of the or- 
der, to demand the criminal of him ; but Odo re* 
fufed him, under pretence that his knights were 
not fubjedl to the jurifdidtion of the king’s officers- 
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it was not that he demurred upon the crime the 
templar had committed, for he himfelf had caufed 
him to be arretted, and had put him in irons; but 
as the queftion related to the judges before whom 
the crime was properly cogni fable, and he pretend- 
ed that the templars held only under the pope ? he 
declared that he. would fend the criminal to Rome 
in irons, and till judgement was given in his cafe, 
he forbad ail persons whatfoever to meddle with 
him,, under pain of excommunication, agreeably 
to the privileges of the order. 

The king, without troubling himfelf about thefe 
declarations, caufed the criminal to be carried off, 
and confined him in his own prifon at Tyre ; and 
that prince, to fatisfy his own juftice, and the re- 
fentment of the feignior of the mountain, would 
have made an exemplary puniihment of him, if his 
death, which happened at that jun&ure, had not 
faved the prifoner’s life. 

Amaury left three children by two marriages, two 
daughters and a fon. The eldeft of the daughters, 
named Sybille, was* at that time widow of \Villiatn 
Longuefpee, marquifs of Montferrat. The young- 
er, named Ifabel, the offspring of his fecond mar- 
riage with Mary, a Greek princefs and niece to the 
emperor Manuel, was married afterwards at eight 
years of age to Humfrey dc Thoron, grandfon to 
the conftable of Jerufalem. The eldeft of all thefe 
children, and Amaury’s fucceffor, was Baldwin IV. 
who was born of his fir ft marriage with Agnes, 
daughter of Jofceline de Courtenay, the fecond of 
the name, and prince of Edeffi. 

Baldwin was born with great infirmities, and was 
dying in a manner all his reign. The regency of 
his dominions was committed to Raimond III. court 
of Tripoli, furnamed the young, his next relation, 
fon to Raimond II. and Hodierna, daughter of 
Baldwin II. king of Jerufalem, and widow of the 
famous Tancred, who fignaliz.d himfelf under. 

Vox.. I. N Godfrey 
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Godfrey de Bouillon-. Raimond III. was defcend- 
ed by the male line from the firft count of Thou- 
loufe, who acquired fo much eloiy in the firft cru* 
fade. 

During Baldwin’s minority, the forces of the 
kingdom of Jerufalem leflened in proportion as the 
power of Saladine increafed. This prince, after 
making himfelf mafter of the greateft part of No- 
fradin's dominions, had lately, in concert with his 
widow whom he had married, taken Damafcus* 
The count of Tripoli, alarmed at the power of fo 
formidable a neighbour, drew down all the for- 
ces of the kingdom on that fide, and taking advan- 
tage of Saladine’s abfence, who was returned into 
Egypt, befieged Harem, a caftle in the neighbour- 
hood and territory of Aleppo. The prince of An- 
tioch and the count of Nevers, whom devotion had 
brought to the Holy Land *, were prefent at the 
fiege, with different bodies of troops under their 
command ; to whom were joined, as William of 
Tyre relates, the grand mafter of the hofpitallcrs, 
’with, his knights and many of the templars. The 
fiege was long, and ended at laft in a pri* 
1174. vate treaty between the count of Tripoli 
and the Turks, by whom he was bribed to 
draw off his forces ; and this infamous correfpon- 
dence of a chriftian prince with the infidels, had 
afterwards confequences very fatal to the Latin 
Chriftians. 

During this fiege, Saladine fell into Paleftine on 
the fide of Egypt with a mighty army. King Bald- 
win being then of age, and in the favourable inter- 
vals which his infirmities allowed him, mounted ou 
horftback to oppofe that conqueror. He met him 
hear Afcalon ; they came to an engagement ; and, 

• Aflumptis ergo fiiis, et domino comite Tripolitano, magiftroqop 
domm hofpitalis, et multis ex fiatribus militise tempi i, ad parteSuCoa- 
ftndit Tiipolitanas. WiU, Tyr, 1 . a. c, 18, 
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though the forces of the two parties were very, urn- 
equal, Saladine having at leaft twenty fix thoufand 
horfe, and the chriftian army hardly, amounting to 
four hundred horfe and three thoufand fopc, yet 
this handful of troops falling on the enemy’s 
camp in the night, put the infidels into a terrible 
conftcrnation ; moft of them ran away, and Sa- 
ladine himfelf, intrepid as he was, to make the 
greater haftc, mounted a dromedary half naked, 
aud fled into his own territories. 

The year following, Baldwin, to put a flop to 
the incurfions of the Arabians, attempted to forti- 
fy a caftle upon Saladine’s lands, beyond the river 
Jordan, in a place called Jacob’s ford *. This was 
the occafion of a new batde that did not prove fo 
fortunate to the Chriftians as the former. For Sa- 
tyhne having drawn them into an ambufh, which 
he had laid in fome hollow and rocky grounds, 
they were furprized and attacked on all fides +• 
The chriftian army not being able either to march 
forwards or make a retreat, difbanded at once; 
Done but the hofpitallers and templais flood their 
ground: the greattft part of them were cut in 
pieces: Joubert, grand mafter of the hofpitallers, 
tho* wounded in feveral places, had yet ftrength e- 
nough left to fwim over Jordan, and got iafe to 
the caftle of Beaufort ; but Odo dc St.. Amand, 
grand mafter of the templars, being overborne by 
the number of the enemy, was taken prifoner by 
the infidel*. X Robert Dumont, a cotemporary 
hiftorian, fays, that Saladine offered him his liberty 
1,1 exchange tor one of his nephews, who was a 
Priioner of the order ; but the noble grand mafter 

* Eodem anno Chnftiani firmaverunt cafhllum fort : (Gmum in 
* rra Salad ini ad vadum Jacobi ultra fluvium Jordanis; fed Saladi- 
'^d P?r vim eepit, in cujus captione fummus xnagifter hofyi- 
i 11 ca P tus fuit, et in terrain Saladini duttus, fame periit. Rog. 

1 inHenr II. p 555. 

I T Roger Hovedcn^parte port, in Henr. It. p. 566. 

[ + Robert de Monte appen. ad Sig, Gembl, p. 666. 
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aufw'ered him bravely f, that he would never, by 
his example, encourage any of his knights to be 
mean enough to Surrender themfelves prifooers, in 
hopes of being ranfomed ; that a templar ought 
either to vanquilh or die and had nothing to 
give for his ranfom but his girdle and his knife. 
We have no account how he efcaped out of the 
hands of thefc barbarians ; but it will appear in the 
tourfe of this, hiftory that he came back to Jeru- 
salem. 

There is no deferibing the confternation that the 
Latin Chriftians were in after this defeat ; the 
vi&orious enemy over- run the kingdom, putting 
every thing to fire and fword ; the chriftian army 
was broke and difperfed ; the king relapfcd into his 
ufual infirmity, which turned to a leprofy, and of 
the two grand . maffers, one was a prifoner in the 
enefny’s hands, and the other difabled from aftion 
by reafon of his wounds 

The kingdom being reduced to this extremity, 
and in no condition to carry on a war, they were 
under a neceffiry of having recourfe to a negotia- 
tion, the only fhift and refource of the weaker 
ilde. They applied to Saladinc for a truce, which 
they purchafed of him with their money, and 
which he would not have agreed to at any rate, if 
a famine had not at that time made a terrible ha- 
voc k in his own provinces. 

In the foregoing year pope Alexander III. had, 
iffued out a bull for calling a general coun* 

Xi 79. cil at Rome, which is the third of Lateran. \ 
He fummoned thither the Latin prelates of 
the eaft, in order to concert meafures with them 
for the defence of the Holy Land. There came 
on this occafion to Rome, the archbifhops of T^re . 
and Cefaria, Albert bifhop of Bethlehem, Raoul of ! 

4 Piftorius 1. j. 

Dicens non efle confuetudinie militum templi ct- aliqua re- 
itmptio darctur pro iis piaster cingulutp et cult^llum. Id. ibid. 
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Sebafte, Jofle of Acre, and Romanus of Tripoli, 
with the prior of the holy fepulchre, deputed by 
the patriarch of Jerufaiem, and an abbot of mount 
Sion. Thefe prelates reprefented, that the prefer.- 
vation of what the Chrillians had left in the Holy 
Land, depended intirely on the taking of Damiata, 
which would ferve for a barrier to Paleftine, and 
for an entrance into Egypt, in cafe it fhould be 
thought proper to make a greater progrels there : 
which, by the way, (hews, that the above-mention- 
ed project of king Ainaury 111. and the grand ma- 
tter d’Aflalit, mutt needs have been of vaft advan-^ 
tage, if in the courfe of the war, the. king of Je- 
ruialem had not, out of a fordid palfion, been 
more folicitous to heap up treaiure, than to fecure 
the Holy Land, by fuch important conquefts from 
the incurfions of the Egyptians. 

As we don’t mention the council of Lateran, but 
with regard to the interefts of the Holy Land and 
the conduct of the hofpitallers, we fhall only take 
notice what patted there on that occatton. Some 
bilhops of Paleftine revived in this council the com- 
plaints which Foucher, patriarch of Jti ufalem, had 
made formerly to pope Adrian IV. againtt the pri- 
vileges of the hofpitallers and templars. # “ We 
“ find, fays the holy council, by the warm com- 
tc plaints of the bilhops, our colleagues, that the 
u templars and hofpitallers abute the privileges, 
“ granted by the holy fee ; that whereas lame pa- 
“ rochial churches had formerly been ufurped by 
u laymen, their chaplains the priefts of their 
“ rule, have caufed.them to be conveyed over jto 
“ themfelves, without the ordinaries confent ; that 
“ they adminitter the facraments to excommjunL 

• Fratrum amem et coepifcoporum noftrorum yehementi con r 
qoeftione comperimus, quod fratres templi ct bofpitalis, aliique 
profeflionis religio se, indulta fibi ab apoitoiica fede excedentes prw 
vitegia, contrf cyifcopalcm au<3oritatem jnulta prsefumunt, 

Cap, 9 . 
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“ cated perfons, and bury there with all the ufuat 
4t ceremonies of the church ; that they likeways a- 
“ bufc the permiffion granted their brethren, of 
4( having divine fervice faid once in churches that 
“ are under an interdict, and that in thefe very 
44 places, they admit feculars into their fraternity 
“ pretending thereby to give them the fame right 
“ to their privileges, as if they were indeed pro- 
46 felTed.” The council adds, that thefe abufes did 
not proceed fo much from the fuperiors as from 
the indifcretion of fome private perfons. To pro- 
vide therefore a remedy againft thefe irregularities, 
they forbid the military orders, and all other com- 
munities of regulars, to receive for the future any 
conveyances of churches and tythes, without the 
ordinary’s confenr, and order them to rdign imme- 
diately fuch as 'hey had lately got poffeflion of: 
that with regard to churches not founded by them* 
felves, nor lerved by the chaplains of the order, 
they fhould prelent the priefts that they defigned 
for the cure of them to the bilhop of the diocefe, 
and referve nothing to themfelves but the cogni- 
fance of the temporals, which belonged to them : 
that, agreeable to their privileges, they fhould not 
cauie divine fervice to be faid in churches under an 
interdict above once a year, nor give burial there 
to any perfon whatfoever ; and that none of their 
fraternity or alfocia'es fhould be allowed to partake 
of their privileges, if not actually profeffed. Such 
was the regulation made by the holy council, upon 
the bifhops complaints, which in the main di- 
minilhed none of the rights and privileges of the 
military orders. 

In the twenty third chapter of this council, they 
condemn the ftiffnels of lbme eccleliafticks, who 
would not allow lepers to have cburchts to them- 
felves, though they were not admitted into the pub- 
lick congregations. The council orders, that in all 
places* .where lepers live in community, they may 
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have a church, a church-yard, and a prieft to 
themfelves : ’tis the firft conftitution that the 
church ever made in favours of lepers, whatever 
fome modern hiftorians pretend. # 

Thejealoufy which the clergy of Paleftine re- 
tained againft the military orders, did not 
hinder Renaud, lord of Margat, from ma- 1178. 
kiog in the precedent year a new grant to 
the hofpitallers, or rather an exchange with them, 
of that cattle which is fituated on the confines of 
Judea, as we learn from the author of the affifes of 
Jerufaiem. Thefe knights fortified it, put a garri- 
fon therein, and made it afterwards, on that fide, 
one of the ftrongeft bulwarks of Chriftendom ia 
the eaft. 

This acquifition was however by no means a ba- 
lance to the lots which the order luffered the fame 
year by the death of Joubert the grand matter, who 
had diftinguifhed himfelf as much by his wildom 
and capacity in government, as by his military fled!. 
The hiftorians of that time fay, that Saladine, not 
enduring that the hofpitallers fhould fortify a plate 
on the trontier of his dominions, fent one of his 
generals to hefiege it. The liege was long and 
bloody > the grand matter of the hofpitallers, who 
had thrown himfelf into the place, ftood feveral af- 
kults with great reloiutiom Mott of his knights, 
animated by his example, and fighting before his 
eyes, died upon the breach they defended, the 
grand matter, at the fame time, fhewing no difpofi- 
tion to hearken to a capitulation. In fine, the in- 

* Ecciefiaftici quidam quae fua funt, non quae Jefu Chrifti quseren- 
tes, leprofis qut cum fams . abitare non poiTunt, ct ad cccltfiam ^um 
afiis convenire, e^dcfias tt ccemeieria non p<rmittuio habere, nec 
proprio juvare miniflerio facerdotis $ quod quia procu) a pi; tate enri- 
Itiana al.-num d gnofcitur, de benignitate apoft d ca ^onltituimus, ot 
ubicuLque totfimu* fub commur.i vitafuennt co. g.egati, quuj coJc- 
fiao, fibi cum ccemeteno conlHtuere, ei proprio vaieant gaudere pief- 
bytero fine coatradi&ione ah qua permittautur habere. 3. Cone. Lat* 
cap. 25, 
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fidels made fuch powerful efforts, that they carried 
the place, fword in hand, cut the knights that 
were left in pieces, took the grand matter prifoner; 
and their commander, to revenge the obttinate re* 
fittance of the grand matter, threw him into a dun- 
geon, and left him there to perifh with famine, 
Thus ended his days, that illuttrious knight, 
crowning a life that had been fpent in defence of 
the altars of God, with a death highly precious in 
his fight. There are other authors who pretend, 
that he did not fall into the hands of the infidels, 
but that, feeing the ruinous condition of . the king- 
dom of Jerusalem, he died of grief. 

The chapter meeting after his death, chofe Roger 
Definoulins to fucceed him, a 
Roger knight, who, by his condudl and 

Desmoulins, valour, juttified the choice of the 
1179. companions of the order. His 
firtt care after his inftallation was 
to exhort the regent and principal nobility of the 
kingdom to carry on the war againft baladine with 
vigour : but the jealoufy and competition between' 
the grandees for the government of the ftate dur- 
ing the king’s infirmity, the criminal correspon- 
dence of fome lords with the infidels, and the divi- 
fion that broke out in his time be tween the two mi- 
litary orders ; all this contributed as much to Sala- 
dine’s conquefb, as his own valour and the cou- 
rage of his (oldiers 

We have oblerved upon the authority of JBromp- 
ton, an JLnglifh hittorian, of the fame age, that 
the order of templars was as it were a branch of j 
that of the holpitallers of St. John ; but this branch 
fays the fame author, growing up to a great tree, 
feemed to eclipfe and (mother the ftock from 
whence it was taken Thi> emulation between the 
two military orders, their eagernefs in graiping at 
new revenues, wherein they vied with each other, 
a certain jealoufy almoft inieparable from the pro- 

feffioQ 
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feffion of arms, and fome difputes about rank and 
precedence, as well in the field as in councils of 
ftate, all concurred to keep up a mifunderftanding 
between them, which at kft flamed out to fuch a 
degree, that they fpught an$ attacked one another 
as often as they met. 

There can be ha difpute, but that the piety of 
both the orders began to dwindle considerably 
through a conduct fo violent in its nature, and fo 
unworthy the religious profefSon : and if we ftfll 
find the fame valour among thefe warriors, it muft 
be owned, that Jt was not fo much iofpjred by 
chriftian charity, as by the human motives of glorif 
and ambition. 

As thefe military friars owned no fbperior but 
the pope, the king fent Alexander III. advice of 
their divifions. That Pope, who forefaw how fa- 
tal the confequences thereof might be to the Chri- 
ftians of the Holy Land, obliged the knights to be 
reconciled. A treaty of .peace was drawn up by 
his order ; the two grand matters figned it, as they 
fay in the inftrument itfelf, by the advice and ex- 
prefs confenr of the two chapters; and they enter- 
ed into covenants about feveral eftates which both 
of them laid claim to, as well as various fums of 
money which they demanded of each other. We 
fee likeways in the inftrument of this treaty, that 
the pope enjoined them both, in cafe of any new 
occafions of difpute, to nominate, each party for 
themfelves, three old knights of the language and 
priory where the difference fhould arife, to make 
an abfolute determination of it ; and that if thefe 
arbitrators could not agree among themfelves, they 
Should refer it to fome common friends, to be cho* 
fen between them, and which were to ferve as ad- 
ditional arbitrators, or elfc remit the cognifance of 
it to the holy fee.. The pope adds in his bull, that 
whilft they are waiting the final judgement of that 
tribunal in the cafe, he exhorts the knights of both 

order* 
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orders to be ftudious in giving mutual proofs of the® 
honour and regard they have for each other, and# 
to join their endeavours, without diftinftion, fori 
the common good and advantage of the two houfesJ 
that, as Alexander lays, “ thu ugh their inftitutionl 
• f be different, yet it may appear by the bond ofl 
“ charity, which ought to unite them, that thef 
“ are bur one and the fame military and regulaf 
“ order.’* 

The hofpitallers and templars conformed in J*pf 
pearance to the pope's intentions-; but to fay th<| 
truth, the pontiff 's authority rather lulled afleej 
for a time, than put an end to differences, wbicl 
had their fource from avarice and ambition ; twq 
paffions that take deep root in the heart of man* 
and from which the holieft Societies are not exf 
empt. 

Another pafilon, fo much the more dangerouf 
in that it makes its way into the heart b 
1179. beauty and the graces of a fine perfon, hai 
like to have railed a civil war in the princif 
pality of Antioch. Bohemund, the fovereigi 
prince of that ft ate, had married to his firft wife 
daughter of the houfe of lblin : and after her death 
a Greek princefs, named Theodora. Bohemund 
led aftr^y by the charms of a concubine, bad a 
bandoned his lawful wife. The patriarch of Ant 
tioch, after uiing canonical admonitions in vain* 
excommunicated him, and laid a general iriterdifM 
upon all his dominions : a kind of punifhment 
which involves :he innocent with the guilty, and is 
very often of dangerous confequence. Upon this 
Bohemund, hurried on by his paffion,- and incenf- 
ed at a proceeding that might raife a revolt in the 
principality, made his officers ftixe on the tempo- 
ralities of the patriarch, drove him out of Antioch, 
and befieg-d him afterwards in a caftlc which be- 
longed to him, and whether he was retired with 
the principal of his clergy. The patriarch of An- 
tioch 
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tioch was looked upon as the firft prelate of the 
eaft, as well in regard to the foundation of his 
church which is afcribed to St Peter, as the extent 
of his patriarchate, which has within its jurifdi&i- 
on twelve metropolitans, one hundred and fifty 
three fuffragan bifhops, and in the city of Antioch 
alone above three hundred and fixty churches. As 
the patriarch was not without a great number of 
dependents attached to his dignity, nor the prince 
without fecret enemies, and as both the principal 
nobility of the kingdom and the people were dif» 
contented at the government, neither of them were 
forry to find fo plaufible a pretence to fhew them- 
felves. ' 

In a moment all the principality was up in arms: 
the malccontents, under pretence of defending the 
caufe of the church, fought to revenge their pri- 
vate injuries. Every body was engaged on the one 
fide or rhe other, according as his paffions or inte- 
reft led him. 

The king of Jerufalem, or rather his council, 
fearing the infidels (hould make an advantage of 
thefe diflenfions, engaged the patriarch of Jerufa- 
lem, and the two grand matters, to repair thither 
with all expedition, and endeavour to quiet the 
ftorm. Thefe deputies, palEng by Tripoli, brought 
along with them count Raimond, a particular 
friend of prince Bohemund. They afiembled firft 
atLaodicea, and from thence they went afterwards 
to Antioch. Being arrived, many conferences were 
held upon the occafion, and meffages fent on both 
(ides : at laft they made a fort of provifional treaty, 
wherein it was agreed, that both fides (hould lay 
down their arms ; that the patriarch fhould be im- 
mediately reftored to the enjoyment of his tempo- 
ralities, and that the interditt fhould be taken off, 
but that the prince fhould continue excommuni- 
cate, if he did not quit his concubine. This re- 
ftriftion ferved only to inflame his paffion for that 

woman. 
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woman, and to aggravate his hatred againft th| 
chief lords of the principality. He banifhcd afteiS 
wards, upon feveral pretences, the great conftaWj 
and chamberlain and three other lords who ba 
fhewn too much attachment to the patriarch ; thcjj 
retired to the court of Rupin, prince of the leffi 
Armenia, who^ by concert with the grandees Q 
the country, hid difpatched the renegado Mcliefc 
and had fucceeded him in that principality. 

The grand matter, fome time after his returl 
from Antioch, received the mortifyin 
1182. news’, that moft of the hofpitallers of h| 
order, who were fettled at Conftantinop^j 
had been maffacred in a tumult raifed in that imp* 
rial city againtt the Latins. The emperor Manud 
Comnenus, with a defign to extinguifh the fchifd- 
which he was far from abetting, had brought I 
conttderable number of Latins to Conftantinop/c* 
and made ufe of them both in the miniftry and ifk 
ftate affairs. The hofpitallers had in Conftantt* 
nople the famous hofpital of St. Sanfon, lying be- 
tween the church of St. Sophia and St. Irene ; an* 
they were likewife in poflefiion 9f the hofpital of St. 
John the almoner. 

u It is probable (fays M. du Cange, a mod$ff 
“ hittorian indeed, but highly to be refpe£ted f(* 

Kis profound learning) that the church of Su 
t€ Sanfon was given to the hofpital of St. John of 
(f Jerusalem by the emperor Manuel Comnenus, 
<c who had fuch an affe&ion for the Latins, and 
€< particularly for the French of the kingdom of 
“ Jerufalem, that he incurred thereby the hatred 
“ of his own fiibjctts 

This hatred broke out after his death f. Thfc 
Greeks, exafperated by fome differences in religion, 
and refolved not to fubmit to the authority of the 

• Obfcrvations fur V hiftoire de Geoffroy de Villehardcuin. No. 
104. p. 302. 

f Will, Tyr. 1 . 22, c. la. 
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holy fee, fetfire to the hoiife* of the Latins, maf- 
facred fuch as fell into their nands, and did not c- 
ten fparc a cardinal, named John, whom the pope. 
It the emperor’s requeft, had fent to endeavour a 
fMioioo of the two churches The Greek priefts 
iod monks wexe the hotteft in promoting this maf- 
Sere, and to encourage the murderers, gave money 
4mong them. lhefe furious people broke into the 
kfpitalof St.John above-mentioned, and inhu- 
manely murdered the fick and the religious hofpi- 
Sellers who took care of them. It was with d.ffi- 
ffty that a fmall number ipade their efcape, and 
jitting on board a (hip, carried the difmal news of 
bloody maflacre to Palcftine. 

I' i They found the kingdom fplit into factions, and 
^tokened by domeftiediviftons that brought 
‘O&iruin. 'The king’s leprofy not allow- 1 178. 
4piim to marry, or even to hold the reins 
^government in his own hands, he had given the 
placets Sybille, his'eldeft After, and widow of the 
iurquis of Montferrat, in marriage to Guy de Lu- 
Itigoan, of the houi'e of la Marche, fon of Hugh le 
Brun, whom the mode of devotion that prevailed 
it that time had brought into Paleftine. He was a 
handfome prince, and of a good mien, but more a 
courtier than a foldier, and having found out the 
way to pleafe the prince fs, he had no great difficul- 
ty, by her intereft, to gain the good graces of the 
king. 

Baldwin, upon this marriage, made his brother- 
in-law regent of the kingdom, and referved 
nothing to himfelf but the title of king, and 1182. 
the pofteffion of the city of Jerufalcm, with 
*pen(ion of ten thoufand crowns of gold. 

The fovereign power, in which the king had 
given Lufignan a joint (hare with himfelf, raifed 
the jealoufy of the grandees, whw, being born iu 
Paleftine, confidcred that prince as a foreigner. 
Raimond, couift of Tiipoli, fomented this divdioo. 

Vol. 1. O This 
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This count, the moft powerful of all the vafials of 
the crown, afpircd fecretly to the fucceflion of 
Baldwin. As the choice which the king had juft 
inade ruined his hopes, he entered thereupon, as 
it is faid, into fecret meafures with Saladine in or* 
der to revive them. The truce which that prince 
had made with the king of Jerufalem was ftill ftlb- 
fifting ; the bufinefs was how to break it, without, 
giving occafion to charge the breach on the Maho^ 
fnetans. Saladine for this purpofe gave private or- ' 
ders to one of the governors of his frontiers, to turn 
flocks of (heep, horfes, cows, and other cattle*. 
Joofe upon the lands of the Chriftians, and into this , 
fields which were then covered with corn. Ren and 
de Chatillon, a famous partifan, that was always 
on horfeback, caufed all thefe beads to be takea 
and brought to Carach. Renaud de Chatillon, & 
William of Tyre relates, was but an adventurer 
and foldier of fortune # , but handfome in his pets- 
fbn, diftinguifhed by a great fhany brave a&ionsi 
and in hb youth, notwithftanding the inequality of 
their conditions, had married privately Conftancft 
princefs i)f Antioch. He was at that time lord of I 
Carach, a ftrong place fituated on an hill. The 1 
Latins had erected it into an archbifhoprick, by the 1 
name of Mount-royal : it was formerly called Pc* 
tra of the defert, oecaufe it lies on the edge of A* 
rabia Peti 

Chatillon, with a pretty large number of tetft- 
plari, had* fortified himielf there, and Went Fre- 
quently out upon parties. The Mahometans haft 
no criemy that they dreaded fo much - he carried 
off frequently whole caravans of pilgrims as they 
travelled to Mecca ; and when he had them in pri- 

- * Domina Cwnftantia dv m’rii Raimondi Antiocheni principrsti- 
dua, slicetrm l oa ins!i.os 4 et nobites viros ejus matrimonium expeten-r 
tet, more /jKpinco tepuIifTcr, RainaJdum dc, Ca(H ione quemdam fti- 
pendiarium milTtcm iibi occuiic in rtiatimm clegit, WilJ, T>r. 1. 17* 

c. % 6 l • : - : — . • ‘ * ■ - 1 
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fort, henridiculed their devotion. Mahomet. him- 
felf was not fpared in his railleries : he had like- 
wife formed the defign of • deftroying his tomb, 
which has fuch honours paid it at Medina, the Ma- 
hometans holding it in as much veneration as Chri- 
ftians do the fepulchre of Jefus Chrift ; and he 
would have made himfelf matter of that town and 
of Mecca, if the governor, who commanded under 
Saladinc in Arabia, had not difeovered his defign, 
and taken proper meafures to oppofe it. 

Saladine, by way of reprifal, imprifoned fifteen 
hundred chriftians, merchants and pilgrims, whofe 
Ibip had run a-ground nearDamiata. He fent af- 
terwards to the king of Jerufalem, to demand refu- 
tation of all the cattle that Renaud and the templars 
had carried off, contrary to the truce; : and in cafe 
htisfa&ion was not given, the ambaffador had or- 
ders to declare war againft him, and to proteft, in 
that prince’s name, that he would treat the Chri- 
ftians, whom he had ordered to be feized, and 
their effedls, in the fame manner as they treated the 
cattle and their drovers, whom they detained, he 
laid, fo unjuftly at Carach. 

►The king would very willingly have given fatis- 
fa&ion to the fulian *, whom he dreaded ; but he 
had fo little authority, and the government was fo 
weak, that be could never oblige Renaud and the 
templars to reftore the booty they had taken. Sala- 
dinc upon this, under pretence of taking reprifals, 
began to make frefh incur fions upon the lands of 
the Chriftians; and, as he had forefeen, war enfu- 
cd. He pafies the Jordan, puts every thing that 
Gppofeshim to the fword, carries off the women and 
children, dragging them into an odious flavery ; 
feis fire to the houfes, ravages the open country* 
and abandons, himftlf to all the cruelties that could 
ftrike fear and terror into the minds of the people. 

• Hcrold, Cont. Will. Tyr. 1. i. 
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Thefe ravages made the principal nobility of the 
kingdom take the field at the head of their vafiakt 
and fupported by the two military orders TheJe ' 
feveral bodies of troops made up a confiderable ar* 
my. The king, whofe infirmity grew every d 4 f 
> r orfe and worfe, was not in a condition to take tfai 
command upon him *. He had loft his fight. The 
malignity of his leprofy had taken away the ufe of ‘ 
his hands and feet, fo that he was obliged to intruft 
g the command of the army with Lufignan 
his brother in law, whom he had made 
count of Jaffa and Afcalon, titles belonging to the j 
preemptive heir of the crown. The count, either | 
lor want of capacity in the art of war, or through 
the jealoufy of the chief commanders, lay ftill aboil 
eight days in fight of an enemy weaker than him? 
fdf, without attacking him, and even differed him 
'to go off with his booty and prifoners, and croil 
ihe river Jordan before his eyes, without making 
the leaft motion, or daring to go out of his in* 
trenchments. 

The Latin Chnftians, who were all foldiers tbefl^> 
felves, and loved to have a general for their 
i omplained heavily to the king of the cowardiceit 
his brother-in-law ; and moft of the nobility pro* 
tefted, that they \vou!d never march into the field, 
rgain under his command. The king, to faiisfy 
them, recalled the power he had intruded him 
v iih ; and, as princes often fet no bounds either to 
their favours or refentments, he was deprived of 
the county of Jaffa +, as being no way qualified to 
defend that important place, which was one of the 
keys of the kingdom. The king at the fame time 
named for his fuccefior young Baldwin bis 
1183. nephew, fbn of the princefs Sybille and the 
marquis of Montferrat, her firft hufband, 
though that prince was hardly five years old. This 


Will. T/r. 1. as. 


f Will. Tyr. 1 . 23, 
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change occafioned great divifions all over the king* 
<1ckd« Guy de Lufignan retired to Afcalon, where 
I* fortified himfclf at firft again ft the party that op- 
Jpofcd him. But as this prince was much better 
tfgalified to talk big of his refentments, than to 
fctitotain them fword in hand, he foon returned to 
fart; and in exchange for a crown and fovereign-' 
| , Ife which he had been encouraged to expeft, and 
: Mr.which no equivalent can be made, he poorly 
fak up with the county of Jaffa that had been ta~ 
fa from him, and was now reftored to him with 
L tt.title of the king’s vaffal. 

Baldwin* who was no longer capable of ailing 
himfelf, committed the care of the go* 
ament to the count of Tripoli, not fo 1184. 
out bf regard to him, as for fear he 
raife new difturbances in the kingdom, in 
rhe was fet afidt. Raimondj the lecrct fpring 
I author of all the ‘cabals of the court, refufed 
iregency at firft, being well fatisfied that nobody 
fakl accept it in his wrong. The king was for* 
ted to prefs and importune him to it; and when 
* filfeft he confented to'take the government upotl 
Inn, it was with this provifo, that the hofpitallers 
fa templars would engage to defend all the places 
thit (hould be attacked. In the mean time, to fe- 
his authority, he obtained a new truce from 
Saladine, which that infidel prince granted for a 
film of money, to reimburfe him the charges of the 
war. 


The Chriftians view in demanding this truce was 
to 1 gain time for obtaining a new crufade, and fuc- 
Ctturs from the princes of the weff. The main bu- 
finefs was to fend a folemn embafiy thither, and to 
pm the negotiation into the hands of perfons qua- 
lified by their capacity to manage it, and by their 
Wnk and merit to command refpeft and deference: 

Heraclhis, patriarch of jeruialem, offered him- 
O.3 fdf 
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fclf for the employment ; he was a man <,*?■ 
1184. much vanity and conceit, and bragged thattp 
he would not return but at the head of sal 
army, compofed of the moft potent fovereigns fall 
Europe. The prince he depended moft upon w»l 
Henry II. king of England, grandfon to Fulk coutfil 
of Anjou and king of Jerufalem, and confequendff [ 
coufin -german to Baldwin. What raifed the prfj 
triarch's confidence the more* was his being inform^ 
cd, that whereas the Engliih prince had received* 1 
tbfolution from the pope, on account of the mar* I 
der of St. Thomas archbifhop of Canterbury, uftj 
which he was fufpe&ed, it was only upon condition! 
that he ihould go in perfon at the head of a powers 
ful fhccour to the Holy Land. And though thrtf 
prince had not in exprefs terms commanded hiortifc 
be aflafiinated, yet as fome imprudent words of#t 
feemed to have occafioned it, he fubmitted to m 
penance, and in a council held at Auranchesli 
Normandy* September 27* 1172, he had.madeat 
foJemn promife, that at the Chriftmas following!# 
would take the crofs upon him for three years, SB t 
fet out the next fummer for Jerufalem, if the 
did not grant him a difpenfation for it ; and tbit} 
during the war, or at leaft for one year, he would* 
befides his own troops, maintain two hundred tea* 
plars at his own expence. None of thefe cod# 1 
tions had been as yet prformed, though it was neft 
thirteen years fincc he engaged for them. 

The patriarch, who was well informed of tb» 
matter* ufed the intereft of all his friends that be 
tnight be fent into Europe, flattering himielf that 
lie (hould come back with powerful fuccours for 
the Holy Land, and loaded with great prefeots to 
himfelf. But the council could hardly be brought 
to truft fuch an important negotiation to a prelate, 
who was naturally of a warm temper, and kne* 
not how to deal with mankind in any other tbab a 
haughty manner : yet as it was dangerous to rehk 
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him, (and befides they flattered themfelves that his 
cKgnitymight add fomc confideration to the embaffy), 
they accepted his offer, but appointed the two grand 
matters for his colleagues, who were qualified by 
their moderation and good breeding, to foften the 
roughnefe of the patriarch's humour ; befides, the 
heights of the two orders were, by reafon of their 
birth and valour, much refpe&ed in the weft, and 
ia die courts of thofe princes whofe fubjedts they 
were born. 

Thefc ambaffadors fet fail from* Jaffa, and ar* 
rifed fafc at Brundufium. Pope Lucius 111. fuc- 
ceffor to Alexander, and the emperor Frederic I. 
were then at Verona, where they had come to aa 
interview, in order to fettle the peace of Italy, 
which they had put into a fl^ie by their reciprocal 
ytftenfions. Our ambaffadors, defirous to improve 
^opportunity, made hafte to Verona, and laid 
before both of them the formidable power of Sala- 
We, the miferable and weak condition of the king- 
dom of Jeruialem, and the neceffity of a powerful 
Succour, if they had a~mind to preferve the Holy 
im. The emperor promifed them troops, which 
he-iitver furnifhed, and the pope gave them only 
indulgences and letters of recommendation, which 
coft him nothing*^ 

»oThat pontiff* wrote indeed very preffing letters to 
fhe king of England, threatening him with the 
judgements of God, if he did not perform the pe- 
nance preferibed him ; and by other letters he foli- 
eked the king of France very warmly, to fignalizc 
bb zeal at his coming to the crown, by an enter- 
Prize worthy the piety of his anceftors. Our am- 

* Heraclius patriarchs fanCtae refuire&ionis, et Roger ui Magi tie f 
hifpitalis Jemfriem, tendentes in occidentem, et per Itaiiam 
tranfitam tacienies et Gallium, nec a domino papa, nec ab imperato- 
JjRomano, nec a Rege Francomm ali^ua confulatoria reccperunt. 
Rtdalph, de Diccto Ang. p. 165. 
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bafiadors, furnifhed with thcfe letters, were prepay 
ring for their journey to the two kingdoms, when 
they were flopped at Verona by a violent illaefi 
which feized the grand maftlr of the templars, aa; 
carried him to his grave f. The two ambaffodofi 
after paying him their laft offices fet out for 

ahd arrived at Paris in the morith of Jawj 
1185. ary, A. D: 1185. Philip II. wa9 then up 
on the throne of France, a young priittfi 
about twenty yeiirs old. The ambafladors, afocJ 
delivering him the pope’s letters, laid before hhd 
the extreme danger theHoly Land was in of fallifi 
again under the tyranny of the infidels ; and in tin 
tier to obtain his affiftance, and engage him tofij 
in perfon at the head of his troops, they prefentyi 
him the keys of the city of Jerufalem, of the ttnft 
of David, and of the church of the holy fepulc&fa 
as a fort of inveftiture, or at lead as an earnefisl 
that right of protection which he was to acqtnp 
by his arms. The king received the patriarch 
grand matter very honourably, and gave them, HI 
Rigord fays the kifs of peace. He ordeffi 
at the fame time all the prelates of his ‘Km 
dom to exhort his fubje&s to take upon tbtB 
the crofs. He would have done it himfelf, Bti 
the council of the young prince, who had no 
children as yet; (did not think it advifeable for life 
to leave his dominions in a juncture of continusP 
wars, which France was obliged to maintain agaili$ 
the Englifh and Flemings. The king thercftftf 
contented himfelf with affuring the ambaflackwv 
that he would maintain at his own expence f it 1 

tbH 


J Arnaud of Troy. - 

* In ofculo pac.s honorifice recepit, dil'gentiflime prsepofitis tqr* 
r* fuae, fivr d fpenfa oribus praecipiens quod ubicunque per terrao 
iren’, de reditibus regit fufficicntes expenfas illis rainiftrarent. 
gord. p 171. . .. . 

*f* De cQnfilio principum ftrenuos milites cum magna mnltitndme 

pedinun 
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Aft fliould affumc the crofs, and take up arms out 
of fo holy and pious a motive. 

The patriarch and grand mailer paffed next into 
England, from whence the patriarch, as 
we have faid, expe&ed to obtain the moft 1185. 
confiderable fuccours The ambafladors 
being arrived, delivered the pope’s letter to the 
king, and reprefented to him the need the holy 
places were in of his arms, and particularly of his 
prefence. Henry received them with great demon- 
llrations of relpett. It is even faid, that he went 
as far as Reading to meet them ||. But he was ad- 
vanced in years, and beiides had three fon$ full of 
fitje, of a reftlefs and ambitious difpofition, and 
baqrd to be kept in a due fubmiffion to his authority, 
fyfcng a voyage as that of Jerufalem was by no 
tfjjlns convenient, either for his health or the pre- 
%Hfituation of his affairs. Neverthelefs, to amufc 
Ac atnbaffadors, he referred the decifion of that 
matter to the parliament, which met the firft fun- 
day in lent. That auguft affcmbly was acquainted 
mthc king’s name, wit If the fincere defire he had 
ofmarching to the Holy Land, in order to perform 
bis penance, and at the lame time did not fail to 
Wke notice of his old age, the bad ftate of his 
health, and withal the necdBty of his prefence in 
England. His compiaifant fubje&s eafily gui fled at 
Ac prince’s fentiments, and did not forget to con- 
form themfelves to them : they fent him a deputa- 
tl °n with great ceremony, to reprefent to him in 
*be nation’s behalf, that by an obligation antece- 
dent to St. Thomas’s death, and his own abfolution, 
and by the folcmn oath which he took the day of his 
coronation, he was under greater obligations to flay 

Kdittu!) armatorum de propriit reditibus fumptus fufficientes prout 
jeftrente didicimui, minilhans, devote Jeiulalem tranfimifit, 

! WiU Ncubr. 1 . 3. c. is. p. 425. 

Roger, Hovcdco. in Hear. 11 . 

at 
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at home, and govern his dominions, than he cobH 
be to leave them, and go in perfon to make warm 
Paleftine. That the parliament neverthelefs was of 
opinion to give fifty thoufand merks of filverfor 
the levying of troops that fhould be fent away im- 
mediately for Alia ; that the crufade fhould be 
preached over all the kingdom, and the king fhould 
give leave to fuch prelates and noblemen as would 
take the crofs upon them, to go out of the land 
upon fo holy an expedition. The king communi- 
cated this refolution to the ambafladors, who dcfi- 
red of him to fend at leaft one of his Tons at the 
head of the crufaders : but his anfwer was, that 
none of them were then in England,, and he cooU 
not engage them in their abfence. The patriarch* 
who was naturally paffionate, told him infoleatlfi 
that they had no need of his money, but of a ge- 
neral fit to command an army. He went on vfth 
a thoufand extravagant expreffions, even fo farasto 
upbraid him with his infidelity to the king of Frsace 
his fuperior lord, and the murder of St. Thomas 
of Canterbury s and feeing Henry, who was the 
haughtieft man alive, redden with anger and vexa- 
tion 44 Here’s my head, fays he, treat me if you 
44 pleafe, as you did my brother Thomas ; it is in- 
44 cliff rent to me whether I die htrb by your or? 
44 ders, or in Syria by the hands of the infidels* 
44 for you are worfe than ary Saracen of them 
44 all * ” 

Henry, either out of greatnefs of mind, or for 
fear of another quarrel with the ecclefiaflicks, took 
no notice of this infolence. But there is noex- 
preffiiig the concern and confufion of the grand 
Hialler of the hofpitallers, so.fee himfetf joined in 
commifiibn with a man of fo violent a temper as 
the patriarch, who, by his extravagant pafEoW* 

* Fac de me qued de Thomas fecifti, adeo libenter volo a te oed* 
di in Anglia fi Ul a Saracenis'in Syria, quia tu omni Saraceno pcj°* 
cs. Chron. Joan. Biompt. in Henr. II. p. 1145. 

ruined 
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ruined all the benefit they had reafon to exped 
£1: om their negotiation. He omitted nothing to 
pacify the king, who Teemed to facrifice his relent- 
ments to the interefts of religion. This prince 
carried the compliment fo far, as to take the two 
cmbafTadors of Jerufalem with him in his Own fhip 
to. Normandy, where they kept the feaft of EafteC 
at Rouen. 

We are told in Trivet’s chronicle, that this prince 
gave them three thoufand merks of diver out of 
bis own exchequer *. A great number of the En- 
glUh, and many of his fubjcfls on the other fide 
fca, took the crofs, and joined the Trench that 
Philip II. fent into the eaft at his own expence. 
%t as there wanted a prince, or fame perfon of 
authority Tufficient to command them, and make 
hymfelf. obeyed, they received no great advantage 
fylosn this armament ; and upon the embafiador’s 
return, a general confirmation fucceeded the falfe 
hopes that the patriarch had given of his negoti- 
ation. ‘ 

;It was not long before they were acquainted at 
Jerufalem. with his odd and extravagant condudf at 
the court of England ; all the world inveighed bit- 
terly agaiiift him ; it was publickly faid, that the 
true crofs which had been recovered formerly by a 
prince called Hercalius, was going to be loft again 
under the pontificate, and by the fault of a patri- 
arch of the fame name ; every body detefted the 
violence of his paffions, and they did not fpare hi$ 
conduct, particularly with regard to a woman, 
whom he kept publickly, and who was better known 
by the title of the patriarchefs than by her own 
name' 4’* 

Theie complaints againft that pf elate were fol- 
lowing by difmal prefages of what was to come. 

• Spicil. t. 8. p. 489. 

4 Marin. Sanut. ). 3, part* 6. c. 24. p. 147, 

The 
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The king was dying ; his fucceffor a minor ; the 
regent infinitely ambitious, without religion, and 
fufpe&ed of afpiring at the crown, and holding 
correfpondence with the infidels ; the truce almoft 
expired ; the enemy powerful and formidable ; few 
troops and lefs money ; various parties, in the ftatc, 
and divifions, which are always fatal in a minority 
The king’s death happened in this miftir- 
1 1 86. able juncture, and was followed, feten 
months after, by that of young Baldwin 
V. his nephew and fucceffor^ The enemies of the 
count of Tripoli gave out, that he had poifoned 
the young king, in hopes of fucceeding him, as 
well by virtue of his birth right, as by the ftrength 
of his own forces, and the intereft and power 'of 
his partifans. 

Others laid this enormous crime upon the VOJ 
mother of young Baldwin *, and pretended tfe< 
fhe had poifoned her own fon, to make a way to tfe 
throne for herfelf, and for Guy de Lufignan her 
fecond hufband. What confirmed thefe fufpiciofi* 
was, that no body knew any thing either of tb? 
young prince’s illnefs, or of the time of his deadt, 
till that princefs, having made fure of the patriarch) 
the grand mafier of the templars, and the marqueh 
of Montferrat f, furrounded the palace with troops; 
and the grand mafier, who had the crown, and all 
the royal ornaments in his cuftody, being bribed by 
a confiderable fum, delivered them up to her, with- 
out the confent of the grandees of the kingdom t 
and the fame day that the young king’s death w stt 
declared the queen his mother, and Guy de Lw 
fignan were proclaimed king and queen of Jertt- 
falem. 

The count of Tripoli’s creatures, who defpHcd 
Lufignan, openly oppofed this proclamation $ mi 

* Harold. contin. Will. Tyr. 1. I. c. 3 . 
f Ge’aid de Ridefort, 
f Idem Hcrold. ibid. p. t. 

* CKl 
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even Geoffrey de Lufignan, a prince of woundei- 
fui ftrength of body, and extraordinary valour but 
no ways prejudiced in favour of Guy’s courage, 
hearing of his promotion to the crown of Paleftine, 
could not help crying out, in a manner not over 
chriftian indeed, “ Thofe that have made my bro- 
#f ther a king, would have made me a god if they 
u had known me/’ Moft of the grandees of the 
kingdom complained, that the grand mafter of the 
templars, who had the guard and cuftody of the 
royal crown, had without their confent or know- 
ledge, delivered it up to the queen, and withal to 
Guy de Lufignan, who had no right to it. Thefe 
lords, who were of the firft rank in the kingdom, 
represented to the people, that, as affairs then flood 
in the Holy Land, they had need of a general for 
their Icing, and fuch an one as had the efteem and 
gt)od opinion of the army ; adding withal, that the 
crow it could not defeend but to the heirs male of 
the royal family, which entirely excluded the two 
princefles, lifters to young Baldwin. Thele open pre- 
tenfions divided all the Chriitians of Paleftine : they 
levied troops on both fides, and were ready to come 
to a battle, when the affair was happily turned into 
a negotiation. 

The count of Tripoli, who was the fecret fpring 
that put the cabal agafnft the court in motion, lent 
the principal lords of his party to the princefs Sy- 
bille, to let her know, that they would freely con- 
fent to put the crown upon her head ; but then 
ttey expefled, that jf fhe would have a king for 
her hufband, fhe fhould divorce » Lufignan, and 
chufe fu^h a prince for the partner of her throne 
and bed, as was capable of commanding the army, 
and defending the kingdom. 

The princefs, who was a very {hrewd perfon, a- 
greed to thefe propofals ; but required on the other 
hand, that the grancJees.'thoultf bind themfelves by 
a fplejim oath, to acknowledge him for their fove- 

1 Voiuvt* , * : r reign* 
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reign whom fhe fhould chufc for her hufb&nd. 
The oath was the more readily taken, in that, 
though the regent was actually married, yet his ad- 
herents flattered themfelves, that by help of a like 
divorce, the princefs’s choice could fail upon no 
brdy but that prince. 'Ibe patriarch, whom the 
queen had gained by a Twinging bribe, pronounced 
immediately the fentence of divorce between her 
and Lufignan. Hifiory does not acquaint us with the 
pretences alledged upon that ociafion ; but after 
the divorce was declared, and the pfinecfs acknow- 
leged for queen, they conducted her to the 
church of the holy fepulchre, where flic* wis crowd- 
ed by the patriarch with great folemnity. She 
took * the crown immediate ly from her own head, 
and put it upon Guy de Lufignan’s, embraced him 
as her hufband, faluted him as king, and turning 
towards the grandees, who were (tunned at this un- 
expe&ed ftep, “ What God has joined, fays fhe to 
•« them, with an air of ftatelinefs, ’tis not for men 
*' to put afunder.” * The grand mafter Of the 
templars, who was let into the intrigue, fupported 
her with all his intefeft. The grandees were at 
laft obliged to fubmit, and confent to a choice they 
could not help, and the people, who were always 
Fond of ceremonies, contrary to their cuftom, faw 
this laft with more amazement than pleafure. 

The count of Tripoli was the only perfon who 
looked upon the queen’s choice as an injuftice done 
to himfelf. *Tis impoflible to exprefshbw much he 
was enraged at this preference : he fwore the death 
of his rival, and of the templars alfo who had con- 
tributed fo much to his advancement t and he did 
not care though he periftied himfelf, if he could 
but crufh his enemies with his own fall. 

-Full 

• Prefata regina accepit qoronana regtam in maoibus iuis, et p»- 
fuit earn fuper caput Guidpnisjie Lufigrian niaritiTuj, die’ens, Ego e- 
Hgo tc in regem et damirmm meum «t- tertie 'Hierofolynruttne, qoHi 

2 uo4 Deus conjunxit, homo fefcferarc non debet. Rog, Jjovideifc p. 
34 . 
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Full of this fpirit of revenge, and refolved to 
facrifice every thing to his refentment, he went off 
abruptly, and retired to his own territories. Sala- 
dine, an able politician as well as a great general, 
no fooner heard of his difeontent, than he lent a 
private meflenger that he could depend upon to 
treat with him. This envoy reprefented to him, 
with all the appearances of frankneft, that it was 
not hi$ ipafter’s intereft tofuffer a chriftian and in- 
dependent kingdom in the heart of fo many pro- 
vinces as compofed his empire; but that if he 
would turn Mahometan and become his vaflal, he 
would engage to place him on the throne of Jeru- 
falem ; and, in order to maintain him on it, would 
facrifice all the templars, their common enemies, 
Nifyts fecurity. 

; I^impnid,, blinded with hjs paffion, agreed to e- 
Very thipg. I; is faid, that he immediately caufed 
hinifelf to be circpm,cifed. But the better to carry 
on their defigns, it was agreed between him and the 
envoy* that he (hould not publickly declare himfelf 
of another religion, till alter he was in pofleffion' 
of the throve ; and that to dellroy the new kingtho 
more furely, he lhouid reconcile himfelf with him. 

The perfidious count went with this defign to Je- 
rusalem. Sofne common friends that he applied to 
for th^t porpote, and who had no other view but 
Jo put an end to -the divifion, interpofed honefily 
m t he accommodation. Peace was made between 
them. Raimond acknowledged Lufignan for his 
fovereigp.: and this count, io capable by his valour 
pf defending the holy places, was not alhamed to 
add treafon to his apoftacy. 

Saladine, as it w^s agreed between them, fell, in- 
to Paleftine, at the head of a mighty army. His 
fkfign vyas to befiege Acre, the ftrongeft and rich- 
eft city Of the whole kingdom. His army was com- 
puted to amount to near fifty thoufand horfe, bc- 
fides foot $ and mod of thefe troops were* made up 

of 
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of the old inhabitants of*the country, or their chil- 
dren t whom the kings of Jerusalem, after the con* 
quell of Godfrey de Bouillon, had driven out 
'of it.. They returned all in Saladine’s retinue, in 
hopes of a fpeedy conquett, and of recovering the 
“inheritance of their fathers. 

The fultan, favoured under harid by the count 
of Tripoli, found no oppofition in hi* 
1187. march, and advancing' to Acre, laid fiege 
to* the town. The kirig had committed the 
defence of it to the two grand matters, 1 who had 
out-marched the enemy with a large body of hofpi* 
tallers and templais, the fureft refource the date 
had to depend on. The two. grand matters, ma- 
king the garrifon and inhabitants take arms. Tallied 
out in the night time *. The Chriftians, carrying 
their fwords in one hand and fire in the othcr ? 
iurprife the infidels, break into their camp, demo- 
lifli their tents, cut the throats of all they find a* 
ileep, and fet everything on fire. Terror and con- 
tternation leize the enemy’s army ; but the day* 
light, which began to appear, and Saladine’s pre- 
fence, recovered them from their fright ; 1 each re« 
giment drew up under their refpeftivc colours} 
they came to a regular engagement, ^nd endea- 
voured to furround the Chrittians. 

Though the infidels were vaftly fuperlor in num- 
bers, yet the military friars, who never counted 
their enemies, keep their ground, pulh the enemy 
before them, fall upon the body thaj S&ladine him* 
fclf had rallied : all engage clofe, And mix toge- 
ther, making one univerfal flaughter *, rivers of 
blood run down on both fides ; no quarter giveni 
nor prifoners taken : an equal fury Animated the 
foldiers of both parties. 1 If Saladlne fhewed 
much conduct as courage irt this aftiop^ ft 6 two 
grand matters on their fide, bravely followed by 
their knights performed prodigies of valour. The 
.* Contis, Will. Tyr. L 1. c. 
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grand matter Defmoulins, at the head of thtfliofc 
piuilers, pierced feveral times into the enemy** 
fquadrons ; nothing could ftand before him. The 
count of Tripoli, who, it is faid, was difguifed on 
this occalion, and fought in favour of the infidels, 
to difpatch fo terrible a warrior, killed his horfc, 
who falling down, tumbled upon the grand matter,' 
and the weight of his armour hinderiug him from 
rding, the infidels pierced his body with a thoufand 
wound , even after he was dead, either to revenge 
the death of their comrades, or becaufe thefe barba- 
rians thought they could never be too fure 
that fo great a commaoder would not rife 1 187. ... 
a^ain *. Many of the hofpicallers died 
bravely over the body of their chief, labouring to 
fave it from the fury of the barbarians f . A* laft 
both parties being fpent, gave over fighting, and 
there w,is no other ground but Saladine’s retreat 
for concluding that the greateft lofs was on his 
fide. 

fEe hofpitallers made a diligent fearch over tho 
field of battle for the body of their grand matter 
*o pay him their iaft offices After a great deat * 
of pains they found it at laft under a heap of 
Turcomans and Saracens, who had fallen by 
the edge of his feymitar, or whom his knights 
bad, after his death, lacrificed to their refent- 
m ent. He was carried into Acre, and the funsrat 
of that great man was folemnized there with the 
tears of his knights, and the univerfal lamentation 
the inhabitants. \ . ' 

They proceeded afterwards to the choice of his * 
fucceffor ; and as the enemy was in the heart of 
tbe kingdom, and they were in continual ex- 

* Eodem die, videl^et calenda* Man, fexaginta fratre* tem^li, 
ft fummus raagifter domus hofpitalis, cum pluribu* domus fuse fra- 
interfeltr funt. Rog. Hovcden. in Hcnr. II. 
t Ghron. de Nangis. 
t* Cjntin, Will, Tyr. lib. v. c. 5, 
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* pe&ations of another battle, the hofpitalters 
Were very fenfible that they had more need than 
ever of a general and able warrior to command 
them. The choice of this jun&ure 
Garnier fell upon brother Gamier, a native 
OF ijYRiA. of Napoli in Syria, grand prior of 
England, and Turcopolier of the or- 
der, titles that were infeparable ; which (hews 
that at that time the dignities were not 
jt 1 87. annexed as they are now, to the different 
languages and nations of which the order 
is compofed. / 

The Turcoples, from whence the name ofTur* 
copolier is derived, were anciently*, as William of 
Tyre relates *, a company of light horfe. Theo- 
riginal ot the term came from the Turcomans, 
who gave the name of Turcopolcs in general to 
fuch childien as were born of a Greek mother and 
a Turcoman lather, and were defigned for the war 
fervice. It was afterwards a title of military digni- 
ty in the kmgdom of Cyprus, from whence it was 
adopted into the order of St. John. But the hof* 
pitallers qfjfd it only to fignify the colonel general of 
the infantry, brother Garnier had refided for 
lbrne time in England, in quality of baliff and tur- 
copolier of the order. During that time king Hen- 
ry II. having expelled the canons regular out of the 
famous abbey of Buckland, for living too Iicenti- 
pufly, g^ye this moha fiery to the order, and bro* 
ther Garnier put fome nuns that Were hofpitallers 
of St. John into it* This ^reat bailiff came back 
afterwards intp Pafefiine, to (hare in the dangers 
and glory of his brethren -/and his valour and vir- 
tues advanced him to the dignity of grand matter, 
upon the death of brother Roger Defmoulins. 

1 His firft care was to recal the greeted part of the 
. 1 1 ’ 

* Will. Tyr, 1 . 1. c. 7. ). 19. c. 24. I. 22. c . 9, ; Aflifes du Roy- 
airne di* J^rufalem, p. 458 Hi$qi>e de Cypre, par Eueone 

LTi" aa # Aberi. Acq. 1. 5. c. 3. 
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knights, who were difperfed in various places f ~ 
and he received likeways fevera) ndvices into the 
order, to fuppiy the room of fuch a9r were loft irf 
the laft aftitfn, and to put himfelf in a condition of 
making head with fuccefs' againft the arms of Sa-t 
fadine. . 

That prince, by agreement with the counts ojf 
Tripoli, and the better to conceal their correfpOn- 
dence, laid fiege to Tiberias, which belonged to the* 
count, in right of Elchine his wife, who made her 
ordinary refidence there. The town was carried 
immediately, and the countefs, who knew nothing 
of her hufbandV treafon, retired into the caftle 
which was better fortified. The traitor Raimond, 
as if he had been very anxious about the fuccefs of 
the fiege, cries out for fbccour, calls all his friends 
about him, and lays before the king the great im- 
portance of the place, which covered all the fron- 
tier on that fide. They refolded immediately to 
throw in fuccours, coft what it would. The king 
prepared to march himfelf at the head of What 
forces he had got together $ but the count, who 
had a mind to deliver all the forces of the kingdom 
up at once to Saladine, remonftrated to the king,' 
that if he advanced with an army fo much inferior* 
to that of the fulcan, he would expofe himfelf in- 
fallibly to a defeat ; that Saladine had at leaft 8ocoo 
horfe befides his foot, and that to opj ofe fo formi- 
dable a power, it Was neeeffary to draw all the gar- 
rdons out of ;the ftrong towns, and bring into the 
fold all the .inhabitants 1 that were able' to bear arms, 
10 order to increafe the army, and have lefs to fear 
from the number of the’infidels. 

Guy de Lufignan, who was neither a great fol- 
der, nor an able politician, abandoned himfelf to 
the perfidious council of a reconciled enemy : all 
the ftrong towns were drained of their garrilons, 

\ Kangis ad An, si8S, 
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and even of their inhabitants* and not a foul left 
in them but old men, women and children. The 
Whole fortune of the kingdom was flaked upon 
this confuted multitude of foldiers, citizens and 
peafants, armed ridiculoufly enough, moft of them 
marching without any order, and only animated by 
fury and paffion. 

Upon the approach of the Chriftians, Saladine 
drew out of his lines; they foon met; the fight 
lafted for three days, and was very bloody. Guy 
de Lufignan, by the count of Tripoli’s advice, had 
encamped among the rocks, as in a place where 
there was no forcing him ; but the treacherous 
count had concealed from him, that the foldiers 
qould have no water in that place, but what they 
mufl pafs through the artry of th<e infidels to fetch. 
A want of fo prefling a nature was foon felt. Ne* 
ceflity obliged them to advance the next day agaiflfi 
the enemy, to open themfelves a pafiage tp the ri- 
ver. The * templars, who were in the van, march- 
ed down firft into the plain, charged the infidels 
with their ufuai valour ; ♦and upon the firft onfet 
drove them before them, Never had tliofe brave 
warriors dj fling milled themfelves by io much cou- 
rage .met intrepidity op any occafion. They pierced 
and bioke the firft fquadrons of the infidels ; but 
the count pt Tripoli, who commanded, the body 
th«t was to Aiflaip them, inftead of following the 
pajth which, thole npble foldiers of Jclus Chrifthad 
Opened to vifte>ry, abandon^ , and fled 'by 

Compact with SJ*dinc, who 1# fiim qfcape ; and the 

* Tcmplarii robuftiflimo in hoftem impetu procurrcire*, primaium 
hoftium turmarum denfitatem ruperunt, ct tlarum velJiragem vrl fu- 
gam fecerunt. Verum tunc demom noOrotum nefanda prpoitio et 
ndParia cum hofte coilufio claruii ; comes enim Tjripoliunus, czteii* 
<jue optimates cum turmis luis, fpretj difpofiticxjc regia, pracJaruin 
lllam templi miiitiam, hoftes fortiter protereiitcm, dum non Icqos- 
aentur, peridifari fecere j a qoe rtf templarii, conferiiiiimis hofliom 
cuneis, nullo Hquente, iramerfi ilJico Tel vktinu vel praeda fueic. 
Will. Ncubrig, ), 3. p. 430. 
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templars being left alone in the plain, were over- 
borne by the multitude of their enemies, and were 
all killed or taken prifoners : the reft of the array 
retired into their camp in the rocks, where that 
traitor, the count of Tripoli, had infnared them. 
The flight of that prince, whofe capacity and va- 
lour they had a great opinion of, made the Chri- 
ftians think the affair was defperate. /They paficd 
the night among the rocks without water,, ip the 
month of July. Saladine, to add to the heat of 
the feafon, let fire'to the woods that grew upon the 
mountain, and encircled the camp of the Chriftians ^ 
the foldiers, half dead with thirft and wearinefs, 
Uy down upon the ground, giving themfelves no 
concern about the enemy, as thinking death wa* 
tM>Vthe word of evils. Saladine having notice from 
fotnc deferters, that there was no longer any order 
or command obferved in the camp, attacked it, and 
found but a weak reliftance. It was not fo much 
a fight as a butchery. The Turcomans and Sara* 
zens gave no quarter; rivers of blood, ran dowiv- 
between the rocks; the whole army was either de- 
frayed or taken prifoners ; the king, the grancf 
mafter of the templars, Renaud deTlhatillon, and 
a great number of the nobility and kqightp of St, 
John and the temple fell alive into the infidel* 
hands. The Turks took likewife the true crof% 
*hich was ufually carried into the field. The; 
grand mafter of the hofpitallers, after fome feats of 
^credible valour,, made his efcape though all over 
w ounds, and opened his way,, fword in hand,' 
trough the enemy’s fquadrons : he reached Af- 
calon, but died the ne^t day of his wounds. 

Saladine, who fl ittered himfeif that by the ex* 
tmftion of the military orders he fRould the more 
cafily make himfeif mafter of the Holy Land *, no- 

, • Will, Neuf>. 1 . 3. p. 43. Rog. Hoveden, p. 637. Herold. con- 
4 clli facri, 1, 1. 7. p. 14. 
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tified to the hofpita'iers and templars who were prki 
foncrs of war, that they had no way to avoid deatln 
b t by changing their religion, and renouncing Je- ' 
fus Chi id : but thefe noble warriors offered them- 
felves with latisfaftion to the {laughter ; they were 
all put to death by the barbarians * ; and the con- 
{fancy and firmnefs with which they received it, a- 
nimaring the faith of the common fojdiers, fcveral 
of them that were only feculars, by an innocent 
fraud, cried out that they were templars, and, as 
if afraid of wanting executioners, tljey prefied for- 
ward, driving with one another which (houldbc 
firft facrificed by the fword of the infidels. 

The fultan after this gave orders to bring the 
king into his tent, with the grand malfer of the 
templars, Renaud de Qhatijlon, and the otheMto* 
blemen that were taken pi Ifoners, none of whom 
expected a more favourable fate. Saladine, tb re- 
ttiovfc the king’s apprehentions, made him fit down 
by hirp» and feeing the unfortunate prince half 
dead with third and wearinefs, ordered a liquor to 
be brought him, that was agreeable to the tafte, in 4 
tooled in fnow. The king having drank, g*vethc 
tup to Renaudj but the fultan oppofed it, and told 
the king by his interpreter, 44 It is for you that I 
<f fen t for this liquor, and not for that vile min, 
4< who is never to hope for quarter.” To under- 
stand the meaning of thefe words, it mud be ob- 
ferved, that among thefe infidels, the rights of 
hofpitality were inviolable and thole barbarians 
never put their prifoners tq death, when they had 
once given thern any thing to cat or drink with thur 
own hand. 

It w^s for this reafon that Saladine hindered Rc* 

* Milites templi et hofpitalit quos In camrpo non voraverat 
ab aliis ft gregare captivis Saladinus coram fe decollari prseccpit. 
Hovcd. p. 637. 

Quotquor templarii et hofgitalarii inveoiuotvr, protinus decoll*° ,ur 
tkem. Nangitad aa. xx, 

mud 
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naud from drinking after the king ; he reproached 
him heavily with the truces that he had violated* 
his robberies, and his inhumanity towards the pri- 
fopers which he had taken, rather faid he, as a 
robber, than according to the rules of war ; and 
withal imputed to him as the greateft of crimes, ac- 
cording to the principles of his religion, the defiga 
he had formed of furprizing and plundering Mecca 
2nd Medina. “ You inuft then, to repair fuch 
“ a feiies of outrages, fays the fultan in a 
41 louder tone, cither renounce Jefus Chrift im- 
u mediately, or die a vi&ifcn to our prophet's ven- 
€t .geance.” Renaud, bold and intrepid even under 
Aeiword of the enemy, anfwered him, that a 
Chriftian did nt>t know what it was to purchafe his 
life^y fucha bafenefs. Saladine thereupon, tranf- 
portfd with wrath, drew his fcymitar and ftruckoff 
his head, making a martyr of that noble man, who 
by To chriftian and brave an end, atoned for what 
was left justifiable in his manner of making war. 
The fultan, at the king's requeft, fpared the life of 
the grand mafter pf the templars 4 fending him to 
Damafcus, with the king and the other prifoners, 
from whom he expefted to draw a vaft ranfom. 

The kingdom of Jerufalem was in a terrible de- 
foliation; there were oo troops nor any leaders to 
command them ; the towns were left without inha- 
bitants ; the two military orders had loft the great- 
eft part of their knights; and of the two grand 
mafters one was juft dead of the wounds he had 
received in battle, and the grand mafter of the 
teipple was a prifoner at Damafcus. 

In this melancholy fituation, the hofpitallers that 
were left aflembled to proceed to the choice of a 
new grand niafter. One might then have faidpf that 
great poft, what St. Paul fay$ of the epifcopal of- 
fice, on account of the fufferings and perfccutipns 
attending it, that It was a meritorious, work to do* 
fire ’that cipincnl' dignity. |n ttutU, they were 

* forced 
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forced to offer a fort of violence td 
Ermengard brother Ermengard Daps, to o- 
Daps, blige him in that difmal juncture to 

take the government upon him. 
This order that was lately fo powerful aud formi- 
dable to the infidels, was now almoft extiu£t by 
the great number of knights that were loft in the 
late battles ; and. the few that had efcaped the fury 
Of the barazens, were in continual expe&ation of 
undergoing the fame fate ; the grand mafter at the 
fame time being unable to difcover any refource for, 
himfelfand his brethren, but an honourable death 
.if they failed of vi&ory. 

Saladine, to make his advantage .of th£ general 
confternation, followed the torrent pf hisTor tune ; 
moft of the fortified places of the kingdom ‘opened 
their gates to him ; the city of St. John d’ Acre,* de- 
flitute of military friars, its brave defenders, held 
out but two days ; and of all th^ conquefts of the 
Chriftians none were le?t but Jerusalem, Tyre, Af- 
calon, Tripoli and Antioch! : and of thefe two laft 
places one was independent of, the crown’ pf Jerufa- 
lem and the other was only held.of itln fief. * 

To give a better notion of the deplorable conditi- 
on of that kingdom, it may not be improper to in- 
fert here the circular letter which a templar, a far- 
rowful witnefe of this fatal revolution, wrote to his 
brethren of the weft, after the battle of Tiberias. 

“ Brother Thierri grand preceptor, the poor 
a convent and whole order, but riow almoft re- 
14 duced to nothing, To all the preceptors and alt 
Our brethren of the temple , 5 fetid gjreetibg in biro 
** to whom .we. addrefs our^roans,' abcl whom the' 
“ fun and the moon adore!' ' 
f ffl We cannot, our deareft brethren, expfefs to* 
you by thtfe letters, nor even by tears of blood,* 
all the calamities that our fins have drawn upon 
li our heads. The Turcomans, that barbarous 
rf nation, having covered the face of the 1 land, wo 
•*' • i ‘ ieecf 
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w advanced to relieve the cattle of Tiberias, which 
u thofe infidels were befieging ; an engagement 
“ foon enfued, but the enemy having driven usin- 
" to rocks and craggy mountains, our troops were 
“ cut in pieces ; thirty thoufand men fell in that 
" fatal day. The king is taken, and what is ftill 
u more deplorable, the precious wood of the true 
" crofs is fallen into the hands of the infidels. Sa- 
u ladine, to crown his victory, has cut off the 
c< heads of twQ hundred and thirty of our brethren 
“ who were taken in battle, without reckoning 
u fixty others that were loft in a former engage- 
<c ment. The fovereign of the barbarians is alrea* 
if dy matter of the principal towns of the kingdom. 
<4 The Chriftians have nothing left but Jerusalem, 
“ Afcalon, Tyre and Berytus, and even the garri- 
“ Tons and chief inhabitants of thefe places perifhed 
“ in the battle of Tibtrias : fo that it is impofiible 
“ without the fuccour of heaven, and your affift- 
“ ance, to preferve them, &c.* > 

But this afliftmce was too remote, and there was 
no likelihood of its arriving time enough to ftop the 
progrefs of Sdadine’s arms. That conqueror, after 
reducing St. John d’Acre, Jaffa, Napo ! oufa, Sc- 
bafte, N»zareth, Sefurieth, Caefarea, Stdon and 
Berytus, marched ttraight to the capital, and in- 
vetted Jerufalem, the main defign that he had in 
view. The queen was in it ; but the city had no 
body to defend it but the inhabitants, the chief of 
which too, being Greeks by religion, were fecret 
enemies of the Latins. Saladine, who knew their 
difpofition well, and thought himfelf already ma- 
tter of the place, refufed to come to any competi- 
tion with the queen. That princefs, after a flight 
refiftance, had defined to capitulate. Saladine fent 
her word, that he was reiolved to enter the place 
fword in hand, to revenge, as he faid, the blood 
of fo many muffulmen mtffacred by the Chriftians 
in the time of Godfrey de Bouiilou. The cruelty of 
Vo l. I. thi* 
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this anfwer made the Latin Chriftians refolve to bu- 
ry themfelves in the ruins of the place : Men, wo- 
men, and children, all took arms ; and defpairlup- 
plying the place of valour, they Rood the infidels 
attacks with fo refolute a courage, that the fultan, 
ci her apprehending fomc revolution, or at leaft 
fearing that the length of the fiege might retard the 
other conquefts that he propofed, confented at laft 
to enter into a negotiation ; and the treaty was 
ttgned on both fides the fourteenth day of the fiege. 
It was agreed by the capitulation, that the queen 
fhould deliver up the town in the condition it was in, 
and without demolifhingany thing ; that the gentry 
and military perfons fhould march out with their 
arms, and have a convoy to cooduft them to Tyre 
or any other town they pleafed ; that with regard 
to the inhabitants, the natural Greeks might flay 
there, but all fuch as were Latins by defeent, fhould 
be obliged to leave the place ; and to (hew, that he 
was matter of their lives and liberty, he would make 
them pay for their ranfom, the men ten crowns of 
gold, and the women five, and two for every child ; 
and that all who could not pay thefe refpeAivc 
rates, fhould remain {laves to the conqueror. 

All the night long, which uffiered in the execu- 
tion of this dreadful treaty, nothing was to be heard 
in Jerufalem, but the groans, wailings and cries of 
the tniferablc inhabitants, lamenting their fate, 
and that they were obliged to deliver up the holy 
city with their own hands to the infidels. Men, 
women and children, young and old, proftrated 
themfelves before the holy fepulchre, bathing it 
witb their tears, kitting and embracing it, and be- 
ing unable to part from it, in fine, the day broke, 
and the difmal moment arrived, when the gates 
were to be opened to the vittorious enemy. The 
infidels took pofieffion of the place ; but Saladine, 
attended with his principal officers, would not 
make his entry till all the Latin Chriftians were 

gone 
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go ne out. The firft who appeared in the mourn'* 
faf proceffion, were mothers loaded with their little 
children, that were as yet unable to walk; other* 
led by the hand fuch as were a little Wronger ; the 
men carried the provifions and the fmall houfehold 
goods nccefiary for their families ; the queen, en- 
coded with the military men that were left, came 
jdter the people,, accompanied with the two little 
Jjrinceflcs her daughters, the patriarch and his cler* 
gf, and followed by all the perfons of diftin&ion of 
! jpth fixes. Saladine, as the queen drew near, ad- 
[Jpiced to meet her, fpoke to her with great refpeft, 
to comfort her, gave her hopes of fettiog the 
*jifeg her hufband at liberty, in confideration of a 
crate ranfom. Some chriftian ladies of the 
a’s retinue, whofe hufbands had been taken by 
dine during the, war, pafliog before that prince, 

I being feized with a frefh fenfe of their afHi&ions 
jjr&is fight, gave terrible ftmeks, and held up their 
Hwads like fuppliants. The prince enquiring, what 
they had to afk of him, one of the ladies coming up 
» him faid, •• We have loft our all, fir, but one 
u word of yours can eafe the grief that fo fenfibly. 
u affii&s us. Give us back our fathers, our bro- 
I 44 thcr* 5 and our- hufbands, that by the fortune of 
* war arc your prifoners, and we freely abandon 
M to you all the reft. With pledges fo dear as • 
P they, we cannot be entirely miferable ; they will 1 
^ tote care of us, and the God whom we adore, 

M -who provides even for the birds of the air, will 
11 provide for our children.” 

Saladine, who had .nothing of the barbarian in 
him but his birth, touched with the tears of thefe 
ladies, who had thrown themfelves at his feet, after 
making them rife up, ordered all the prifoners that 
they claimed to be delivered to them. He added 
Ufcewife to this grace forne prefents that he made 
them, and what ihewed a great fund pf humanity 
in this fultaa, after his entry into Jerufalem, being 
2 informed .4 
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informed of the care which the hofpitallers took of 
the lick and wounded* he gave thole knights, tho’ 
enemies of his religion, leave to flay in Jerufalem 
a year longer, till the fick were entirely cured. 

Thus Jerufalem, eighty eight years after the con- 
quell of it by the firft crufade, fell again under the 
dominion of the infidels. Saladine, before he en- 
tered into the city, caufed the bells to be broken 
and melted down, and the patriarchal church to be 
walhed with rofe * water. This church was built at 
firll upon the old ruins of the temple o£ Solomon 
by the caliph Omar, who, in A. D. 636, having 
taken Jerufalem, made it the principal mofque. 
This mofque, which was by the infidtls called A* 
laxa, was turned into a church upon the conqueft 
of Godfrey de Bouillon ; and the pilgrims were fo 
irapofed on by a falfe tradition, that they believed 
it to be the very temple of Solomon that was de- 
ft royed by the Romans, and rebuilt afterwards by 
the Chriftians. However this be, Saladine being 
mailer of the city, the queen retired with the prin- 
cefies her daughters to Afcalon ; the inhabitants of 
Jerufalem difperfed themfelves into different 'places 
of Alia and Europe; fome took refuge at Tripoli, 
others made their way to Antioch, and a great 
number, defpairing ever to fee the kingdom of Je- 
rufalem refiored, paffed as far as Sicily and Italy. 
It was at this time, as we are told, that the nuns 
hofpitallers of St. John, flying from the confufions 
of war, retired into Europe with the grand mailer's 
permiflion, where they afterwards made conlider- 
able fettlcments, as we fhall fee in the courfe of this 
work. 

Thierry, grand preceptor of the templars, in a 
letter that he wrote to Henry king of England, gave 
him an account of this llrange revolution ; and as 
fuch original pieces are of great authority in hifio- 
ry, we fancy the reader will not be difpleafedto 
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|fid theater here inferted, that relates the miier 
able circumftances of thefe great events. - 
“ Know, great king, fays the templar to him ; ; 
<c jthat Saladine has taken the city of Jcrufalem, 

“ and the tower of David ; the Syrian Chriftians 
u are allowed to guard the holy fepulchre only till 
“ the fourth day after next Michaelmas; the h of* 

“ pitallers are permitted to flay a year longer in 
their houfe, to take care of the fick ; the knights 
• ( of that order, who are in the caftle of Beauvoir, . 
“ diftinguifti themfelves every day by their various , 

“ enterprizes againft die Sarazens ; they have late* 

“ ly taken two caravans from the infidels, in the 
“ fiift of which they found the arms and ammu* 
u nition which the Turks were tranfpor ting from 
“ the fortrefs of la Fere, after they had demolifh* 

“ ed it. Carac, in the neighbourhood of Mount- 
“ royal, Mont royal itfelf, Sapheta of the temple* ~ 
“ another Carac, and Margat, which belongs to 
“ the hofpitailers , Caftelblanco, Tripoli and An* 

“ tioch, ft ill hold out againft all the efforts of the 
tf Turks, * Saladine has caufed the great croft to • 
11 be taken dawn from the dome of the church, ... 
u that was built on the ground of Solomon’s tern- 
“ pie, and for two days together it was dragged 
“ igoominioufly through the ftreets, trampled un- - 
der foot, and defiled with dirt. T hey have wafh- * 
“ ed the infide and outfide of that church with 
“ rofc water, by way of purification, in order to - 
Cc make a mofquc of it, and there they have fa- 
“ lemnly proclaimed the law of Mahomet. The 
“ Turks have laid fiege to Tyre ever finee Martin- 
“ mas ; a great number of military engines play * 
“ upon it day and night, throwing in continually . 

“ Square ftones of a vaft bignels. Young Conrad, 

“ fon to the marquefs of Montferrat, has (hut 
“ himfelf up in the place, and makes a gallant de- 
tc fence, being well leconded by the knights of St. 
u John and the templars ; on the eve of St. Silve- 
Q.3 ^ er 
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41 fter, feventeen chrifiian galleys, with thofe braw< 
44 friars on board, failed out of the port, with tec 
44 other Sicilian veflels, commanded by geneia|3 
“ Margarir, a Catalan by nation, and attacked dag 
44 fleet of Saladine, in a manner before his eytsf^ 
the infidels were defeated ; the great admiral 
Alexandria, and eight emirs were made pr it 
44 ers ; they took eleven (hips, and a great dud 
44 ran a ground on the coaft, which Saladine fel 
44 fire, and burnt to afhes, for fear they fhoulcH 
** into the hands of the Chriflians. That 
44 appeared the next day in his camp, mouote 
“ the fineft of his horfes, whofe tail and ea 
44 had cut, making thus a publick acknowle 
44 ment of the defeat he had received, and of # | 

44 trouble it gave him.’* 

To have a right notion of what pafled- arfl 
fiege of Tyre, it muft be obferved, that Salad 
after the taking of Jerufalem, befieged Afcatj| 
which the queen furrendered to him, in conf ~ 
ation of his fetting the king her hufband, the gr 
matter of the templars, and fifteen other nobleti 
at liberty; and by his treaty, Guy de Lufigoa 
made a folemn renunciation of the title of king 
Jerufalem. This prince* with the queen his wit 
retired afterwards to a caftle by the fea fide, wheiS 
they were rather hid than in a condition to defer! 
themfelves. Saladine, without troubling himfeti 
about an enemy whom he defpittd, marched fron 
Aicalon to lay fiege to Tyre, an ancient and famow 
city of Phoenicia, celebrated in holy writ for iti 
king Hiram, the friend of Solomon, and renownj 
cd in hi (lory for the fiege laid to it by Alexande^ 
the great, againft whom it held out feven compieat 
months, and had not been then taken, if that 
prince had not joined the ifle, in which it ftands< 
to the main land* by means of a bank, which he 
raifed to fill up the arm of the fea, which made it 
an ifland. The inhabitant?, degenerated from the 

bravery 
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bravery of their anccftors, and dreading the mife- 
ries of a place carried by florm, were preparing* 
upon Saladine’s approach, to go to meet him, and 
offer him the keys of the city, when young Conrad 
the lafl of the marquefs of Montferrat’s fons, be- 1 
ing come into the Holy Land, out of zeal to con- 
tribute to his father’s liberty, who was then Sala- 
dine’s prifoner, encouraged them to make an ho- 
nourable defence, and offered them his fer vice ; 
but he added, that he would not filed a drop of 
his blood for fuch a coward of a prince as Guy 
de Lufignan, and infilled, that if he had the good 
fortune, as he hoped, tef preferve the place, they 
fliould engage by a folemn treaty, to acknowledge 
him for their lord. The Tyrians, deferted by their 
fovereign, and left to themf'elves, agreed to the con- 
dition . Conrad called in to his afiiftance a confi- 
derable number of the knights of St. John, who 
put thcmfelves at the head of the inhabitants, and 
loon made fuch foldiers of them, that they feemed 
to be animated with the fame fpirit and courage ; 
the very women did their part, either iliooting ar- 
rows at the befiegers, or carrying vi&uals to their 
hulbands, who lay upon the ramparts. Never was 
the place more bravely defended from the time that 
Alexander the great laid fiege to it. Saladine, dif- 
couraged at the length of a fiege that flopped the 
progrefs of his arms, refolved to raife it ; but be- 
fore he decamped, he caufed the marquefs*s father* 
*hom he had taken prifoner, at the battle of Ti- 
berias, to be carried before the walls, and an he- 
rald being admitted into the place, declared to 
young Gonrad, that they were going that inllant to 
cut off his father’s head, if he would not iurrender 
tyre to the fultan. 

The young prince, divided between two duties, 
*hich feemed to him equally indifpenfable, was to 
determine, whether he fhould fave his father’s life, 
Or abandon a chriflian people, to whom he had 

pledged 
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pledged his faith. To extricate himfelf from this' 
difficulty, he affifted a firmnefs, that went even to 
an indifference; €i Go, fays he, to the herakl, tell 
“ your mafter from me, that he cannot put a pri. 

loner of war to death, that furrendered upon hit 
u parole, without the utmoft difhonour to him- 
“ fclf, and that, for my part, I fhaii think myfelf 
u happy to have had a martyr of Jdus Chrift fot 
44 my father.” After this they began to fhoot a* 
frelh from the city ; but the foldiers had private 
orders given them, not to point their arrows to-, 
wards the place where the old marquefs was ex- 
poled in chains. The fajlran, who had no particu- 
lar reafon to deftroy chat prince, frofn whom too 
he expedled a great ratifom, lent him back to pri- 
fon, and raffed the fiege. No fooner was. he retir- 
ed to a convenient difiance, but the king of Jeru* 
falem quitted his retreat, with a ddign to reap tho 
fruit of young Montferrat’s valour. He prefented 
himfelf before the place, and was going to enter as 
the fovereign of it ; but he found the gates flint, 
and tl>c inhabitants cried out to him, that they were 
furprized he had forgot the duty he owed to his 
fiibje&s during the liege ; that he was come a little 
too late ; that a braver perfon than he had taken 
his place, and acquired the lordfhip Of Tyre by the 
jufteft of all titles, for having defended it valiantly 
at the hazard of his life againft the infidels Guy 
de Luflgnan was forced to retire ; but thefe recir 
procal pretenfions raifed a fort of civil war betweea 
the two princes. The grand mafter of the tom? 
plars, either becaufe he thought the king’s caufc 
the jufteft, or by reafon of the particular friendfhip 
con toadied between them during their common im- 
prisonment, declared himfelf openly againft the 
masques of Montferrat. He not only treated him 
<as an ufurper, but hindered lupplies of provifiom 

t TOil, N^ubr, !. 3. c. 19. p, 431, 

and 


Digitized by Google 



KNIGHTS OF MA-LTA. i8p 

and ammunition from being brought into the place ; 
and in prejudice of the common interefts of Chri- 
ftianity, as well as in breach of that nice honour 
and fidelity, fhat the nature of a truft requires, he 
diverted to other ufes a confiderable fum of money 
which the king of England, charmed with the re- 
putation of young Conrad, had fent him to fortify 
Tyre, and maintain a garrifon in it. This we learn 
from a letter of young Conrad’s to the archbifhop 
of Canterbury : “ I am become odious, fays he, 
" to Guy de Lufignan, formerly king of Jerufii- 
<c km, and to the grand matter of the templars 
“ for having maintained, and for ftill maintaining 
u |he city of Tyre, agamft all the. efforts of the 
u infidels. They attack my honour, they wound 
<c toy reputation ; they hinder fuccours from en- 
“ tcring into the place, and, what is of a more 
u cr ying nature, the grand matter of the templars 
" has feized the money that the king of England 
" fent me; which obliges^ me to complain to you 
u with infinite concern. As for the hofpitallers, I 
“ mutt neceflarily commend them, and I call God 
" and you to witnefs my fincere acknowledgements 
to men, who, ever fince they took arms for de- 
u fence of the place, have been continually ren- 
4 dering us very important fervices ; and far from 
<c detaining, as the templars do, that part of the 
44 ting of England’s money which they were to 
44 furnifh us, we allure you, they have fpent above 
44 eight thoufand pieces of their own money in the 

* defence of Tyre ; and to prevent its failing into 
the hands of the infidels, who, notwithftanding’ 

* their formidable power, were obliged fhamefully ‘ 
u to raife the firge, & c.” 

Saladine, having given over that enterprize* 
turned his arms, with better fuccefs, againft the 
Principality of Antioch. He made himfelf maftdr 
of twenty-five towns and cattles, into which he ptit 
thong garrifons, that kept the capital in a manner 

blocked 
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blacked up. The governors and magi ft rates ia 
general, for fear of death or plunder, went a great 
way to meet the conqueror, and receive their chains;, 
all fell before fo formidable a power, and the 
Chrift ians had nothing left but Antioch, Tyre and 
Tripoli. 

The count of T ripoli, the wretched inftrumcnt 
oF the lofs of the Holy Land, feeing his enemy de* 
throned, and become a fugitive and vagabond iiv 
his own dominions, iummoned Saladine, purfuant 
to their treaty, to put him in poffeflion of the 
crown, and deliver him the places of which he had 
facilitated the conqueft by his flight at the battle of 
Tiberias : but the fultan defpifing the traitor, whofe 
treafon had been fo ufeful to him, anfwered his- 
pretenfions only with the molt cutting railleries- 
The count, enraged at his breach of pro mi fe, and. 
feeing himfelf odious and execrable to both fidcs r 
fell into defpair, his £enfe3 * began to fail him, he 
ran diftra&ed, and died foon after, raving perpe- 
tually with refentment and rage. . When they ftrip- 
ped him, in order to lay him out, they found that' 
he had turned Mahometan +. The countefs his- 
widow, by whom he left no iflue, feeing herfclf 
without any rclource, eppliedto Raimond, prince., 
of Aacioch,,for affiftance, and delivered up Tfi-r 
poli and iu dependencies to him, as being the near- 
eft of kin- 

The numerous armies of Saladine, and the rapi- 
dity of his conquefts, leaving the Latin Chriftians 
no hopes but from the princes of the weft, .theyde' 
puted William archbifhop of Tyre, author of the 
hiftory of the Holy Land, to gp and implore their 

fuccour 

• Ex d »lor!s vehementia in araentlam verfus, horrtnda morte de- 
fecit. Will*Neub, 1. 3. p. 43*. 

•fc Rea diifjmqlare non pooiit j nam corpora defui&i nudata, qaia 
nuper circumcjfunis ftigma fufeeperat, apparuit ; unde paJara iu t 
quod fe Salahadino confcederans, feftam Sarracenicam ceperat obfrr- 
vandum, jam Tripoli* urbis dominium films prii.cifU Antit* 
cjdsc de jbre obtinuit ptcentelae. Nangis ibid. 
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fuccour. That embaflader went firft into Italy, 
and gave Urban III. who was then in the chair of 
Sr. Fcter, an account of the fatal event of the bat- 
tle of Tiberias, and of the lofs of Jefufalem. 

All Europe was in a confternation at this difmal 
news, and the pope is faid to have died of grief. 
Gregory VIII. his fucceflbr, who fat but two months 
in the holy fee, appointed publick prayers and 
fafts upon the occasion. The people of Italy, in 
the height of aftonifhment and affli&ion, cried out, 
that they were unworthy of the name of Chrifti- 
ans, and of ever having part in the kingdom of 
heaven, if they did not goto deliver the heritage of 
the fon of God from the dominion of the infidels. 
A contemporary writer adds, that the cardinals 
made a refolution # to renounce all kind of diverfi- 
ons and pleafures, to receive no prefents from any 
that had caufes depending in the court ' of Rome, 
and never to mount a horfe as long as the Holy 
Land was tiodden under foot by the infidels ; to 
be themfelves the firft in the cruiade, to go to the 
holy war on foot, at the head of the pilgrims, and 
even to fublift by afking alms on the road. But 
there was a great deal more oftenration in thdfc 
difcourfes than zeal and true piety. The cardinals 
ftaid at Rome ; no alteration appeared in their con- 
duct, and the embafiy of the archbilhop of Tyre 
would have had no better fuccefs than that of He- 
raclius, patriarch of Jerufalem, before mentioned, 
had not the emperor Frederick I. Philip II. king of 
France, and Henry II. king of England, generoufly 
entered into the crufade with molt of the prindes 
of Europe. 

Pope Clement III. fucccflbr to Gregory VIII. 
for want of more fubftantial fuccours, named the 

. * Firmiter inter fe promiferunt quid de cetera nulla munera re- 
cipient ab aliquo quicaufaoi habeat in curia $ non afeendent in e- 
cuum, quamdiu terra in qua p-dcs domini ftctcrunt, fuel it fub pedi- 
bus iniraici, Roger d; Hoveden, p. 636. 

archbilhop 
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arcbbifljop of Tyre for legate of the holy fee, and 
appointed cardinal Henry bilhop of Albano for 
his colleague. Thefe prelates prevailed with the 
kings of France and England, to meet at a confer- 
ence held between Trie and Gifors, a 
1 1 88. place that belonged to the king of Eng- 
July '5- land as Duke of Normandy. Thearch- 
bifhop of Tyre, overflowing with grief, 
laboured to infpire into them the fame zeal that he 
felt himfelf. He laid before that auguft aflembly 
the groans of the holy city, that was again fallen 
under the tyranny of the infidels ; the lofs of fo 
many C.mflians facriflced to the fury of the barba- 
rians ; the captivity of fotne, the exile of others, 
and what was ftill more deplorable, the numbers of 
young children of both fexes that were born free, 
now made flaves, before they could be fenfibie of 
all their mifery, and to be brought up in error af- 
ter the infidels had prepofiefied their minds, and 
impofed on their reafon. He enlarged afterwards 
upon the various artifices and cruelties that thefe 
barbarians tried one after another to pervert luch 
as were grown up ; and he made fo moving a de- 
feription of the difmal condition the Latin Chrifli- 
ans were reduced to, that melting into tears him- 
felf, he drew them likeways from all his audi- 
tory. 

The two kings altnoft always at war with one a- 
nother, were then ready to begin a new one ; but 
upon this report of the miferies of the holy city, all 
was pacified, and their clafning interefls united in 
the Angle view of delivering Palcftine from the do- 
minion of the Infidels, Philip and Henry embra- 
ced one another, put on the crofs, and promiftd 
to join their forces, and pafs by concert into the 
caft. 

Several afiemblies were held in their refpeftive 
Rates, to raile the funds neceflrary for fo great an 
armament; and they came to a refolution both in 

France 

x 


Digitized by Google 


KNIftHTS OF MALTA. r$£ 

France and England, that fuch as would-not take 
the crofs upon therp, fhould give at lead: the tenth 
of all their goods, moveable and immoveable, 
which occafioned this tax to be called the Saladine 
Tythe, becaufe the main end in levying this mo- 
ney, was to defray the expences of the war, to be 
carried on againfl that prince. The orders of the 
Ciftertians, Chartreux, Fontevrault, and the con- 
gregation of the Friar Lazars were exempt from 
this fubfidy. Petrus Blefenfis pretended, from 
their example, that the fecular clergy ought not to 
be charged with it, and wrote upon that occafion 
to Henry de Dreux, bifliop of Orleans and coufin 
german to king Philip. u The prince, fays he, 
u to him in his letter *, ought to txa£k nothing 
<c from the bifhops and clergy, but continual 
fi prayer^ for the fuccefs of his arms ; if the kingf 
ft will needs engage in this enterprize, let him not 
raifc the expence out of the fpoils of the chtirch 
u and poor, but out of his own particular reve- 
nuts, or the booty that he fhall take from the 
c< infidels, with which he ought to enrich the 
° church, and not plunder it, under pretence of 
lc defending it. The church is free, fays he, in 
cf another place, in virtue of the liberty which 
u Chri'ft has purchafed for us ; but if they load it 
u with exs&ions, this is to reduce it to a ftate of 
*« fervitude like Agar.” We fee here a gingle of 
words, the fame that we have already fpoken of; 
and that under the equivocal terms of the church 
and liberty, it looks as if the chriftian church was 
compofed only of the clergy, or that the faviour of 

/ 

• Revercndiffime et dileftiflime pater mi, tuas diferetioni com- 
mit to religioforum quietem, paccm fimplicium, caufcm Chrifti, et- 
eccltfiae liberratem. Epift.m. 

•f- Si aut m propofu.t hujus pcrfg ir.ancnis iter ampere, non de 
ff liia ecciefiarum, non dt fudoribus pauperum viaticum fibi et fuis 
exhibeat, fed de reditit mpropiiis aut pe praeda hoftili belia Cbrifti 
cor.ficiat. Idem. Epift. ill. 
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mankind had delivered us from fomething elfe be- 
iides fin. 

The eloquence of Peter BlefenGs, which was ill 
employed on this occafion, did not hinder the rail- 
ing of immenfe fums in France and England. Com* 
mifliontrs were appointed to colledt the money, 
among which were an hofpitaller and a templar, 
deputed by the two military orders, to folicit tnis 
armament, which they were to accompany them- 
felves, and to ferve for the principal guides to it *. 

Riclyrd I. who had juft lucceeded Henry II. his 
father, when he received his crown, took upon him 
that prince’s engagements for the relief of the Ho- 
ly Land. He levied an army of thirty thoufand 
foot; and five thoufand horfe, which he embarked, 
with the neceffary ammunition and provifions, oa 
board a prodigious number of veflels of different 
bulk. This embarkation was made at Dover, from 
whence he pa fled into Flanders, and thence into 
Normandy, where fye held a meeting of the eftates 
of the country. It is faid, that during his ftay ia 
that province, a holy prieft, named Fulk, incum- 
bent of Neuilli, famous for his fermons, and a 
preacher of the crufade, after great encomiums on 
the Englifh prince’s zeal for the fuccourof the Ho- 
ly Land, told him with a couragious liberty, that 
to engage the bleffing of heaven upon his arms, he 
ought to part with three pernicious paflions, which 
he called the three daughters of that prince, pride, 
avarice and luxury; and that the king of 
1189.. England, the haughtieft man on earth, an- 
fwered him bluntly, with a taunting recri- 
mination, (C I cannot difpofe of my three daughters 
fi better, than by giving, as I do, the to the 
“ templars, the fecond to the Ciftcrtian monks, 

• Colligarur autem pecunia ilia in fingulis parochiis, prae&nti 
preiby^ero pa roc hi as et archiprefbytero tt uno templario et uno bof- 
pitalario ct fervienic regis, et Clerico regia, Kog. de Hoveden. p. 
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" and the third to the bifhops of my own domini- 
ons.” This prince foon after joined Philip Au- 
(fliftus at Vezelay, on the frontiers of Burgundy ; 
rtod after paffing the Rhone they took different 
jfcads. The king of France marched towards Ge- 
a, where his fleet was waiting for him, and the 
ing of England went to Marseilles, where he cm* 
parked; and the general rendezvous was at the port 
ifMeffina in Sicily. 

* Before the two kings fet out, and whilft they 
e bufy in railing troops and money in their do- 
lions, the two legates pafied into Germany, and 
e to Mentz, where the emperor Frederick I. 
d BarbarofTa, was holding a general diet of the 
ipire on the fame fubjtdt. He was a prince cmi- 
for his valour, and though advanced in years, 
he generoufly took the crofs upon him, toge- 
with Frederic duke of Suabia his fon. Sixty- 
it princes or great lords or Germany, ?s well ec- 
ical as temporal, followed the example of 
iir fovereign, and put on the crofs ; and in order 
thtir march, the general rendezvous of the 
ps was fixedat Ratifbonne, wheiher .-.II tnar 
ire engaged inthecrufade had orders to repair on 
ittwenty third of Apiil the year enluing 
The chriflian pari of Spaiu had no fh are in this 
at aimamcnt of Europe. The kings of Caliile* 
rragon and Navarre,. had their hands but too 
P&in oppofing the Moors and Saracens, who had 
jfcized a- is well known, upon the fineft provinces 
«lf rhat great monatehy. The qtieeit gf Arragon, 
^finitely afflifted tor ihe los ,ot the Holy, Land, 
^od acquainted with the difperlion and miieiies of 
its inhaoitants, refolded to found a monaftery for 
ladies of the order of St. John, the better to pre- 
serve the memory of lo many ilhjftrious knights of 
that order, as had lately penfhed in Paleftine. 

This princefs, named Sancha, was daughter to 
Alphonfus king of Caftile, and wile to another 
R 2 Alphonfus 


Digitized by Google 



rpS HISTORY OF THE 

Alphonfus chc fccond of the name, called the chaft 
king of Arragon, fon to Raimond Berenger, count 
of Barcelona, and afterwards king of Arragon, 
whom we have fpoken of before, on occafion of 
the treaty between that prince and the grand matter 
Raimond Dupuy, touching the fuccefiion to the 
crown of Arragon. 

Queen Sancha, his daughter, being married into 
a family that had long bore an affedlion to the or* 
der, efpoufed the fame fentiments, and formed a 
defign of founding a mona fiery of nuns hofpital- 
lers at Sixenne, a village fituated between Saragofla 
and Lerida, and depending on the caftellany of 
Empofta, a grand priory of the language of Arra- 
gon. The queen gave brother Garcia de Lifa, the 
then cafiellan, other confiderable lands near Tarra- 
gona in exchange for it ; and alter communicat- 
ing her projedt to Raimond Berenger, a knight and 
provifor of the order in Arragon, this pious prin- 
cefs laid the foundation of a palace rather than a 
convent ; and as fhe confidered, that this houfc 
might lerve one day for a retreat to hcrfelf, and in 
future times to other princefles of the royal family, 
nothing was omitted with regard either to the mag- 
nificence and convenience of the buildings, or to 
the largenefs of the inclofure about it, or in fine 
to the greatnefs and fecurity of the revenues. 
This royal convent was founded for fixty ladies 
of noble birth, who were to be admitted without 
tiny portion ; and fuch as were of the kingdom of # 
Arragon or Catalonia, were to be of an extraction 
fo illuftrious and fo publickly known, that they 
Ihould have no need to produce their proofs. 

We have obferved, that h«ftorians do not tell us 
precifely to what part of Chriftendom the nuns 
hofpitailers of the houfe of Jerufalem retired after 
the lofs of that capital of Judaea. There is reafon 
to think, that it was upon their account that this 
pious princeis founded this famous conveat in the 

year 
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year following, to ferv^ them for a retreat and a- 
fylum ; and we are the more inclined to embrace 
this opinion, becaufe the priory of Sixenne was 
founded immediately after the lofs of the holy 
city. But after all, as this is but a conjecture, 
founded merely on the agreement of thk.thne, we 
(hill only obferve by the by, thit this foundatipa 
was followed by many others of the fame order, 
as well in Catalonia, as in Italy, France, and Por- 
tugal, which we fhall have occafion to fpeak of 
hereafter. 

The monaftery of Sixenne became foon the moft 
famous in the kingdom. The king, at the queen’s 
inlhnce, endowed it with large revenues ; pope 
Celeftine III. put thefe nuns, like the hofpitallers, 
tinder the rule of St. Auguftine, as may be leen 
in the bull of that fovereign pontiff, bearing clat$ 
A. D. 1193. Their habit was a robe of icarlet 
Or red cloth with a black mantle a bee, upon 
which was the white £rof$ wirh eight poinrs di 
re&ly upon the heart ; they had a particular brevi- 
ary : they wore at church rochets of fine linen ; 
and in memory of the queen their foundrefs they 
Held a filver feeptre in their hands during the office 
and divine fervtce. 

1 he priorefs prefented to vacant benefices, and 
Had even the privilege or giving the habit of obedi- 
ence to fuch priefts as terved their church. She 
vifit> even now her lands with her dames afiiding 
► Her, and is a member of the provincial chapters of 
the order in Arragon, has a voice and leat there 
aher the Caftellan of Empofta ; and when the 
chapter of the r ider is held at SaragofTa, the chap- 
ter o the cathedral fend her canonical portion a* 
bendari s of that church. 

Queen Sancha, after the king her hurf>and’s 
dcatn. letired into this monaftery with one of the 
prj'icefTe. her daughters, and it is fitid, that both of 
them cm&raecdftBfc monaftick .prgfcffion. As w<* 
R 3 (ball 
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{hall have occafion to mention this holy houfe a- 
gain on occafion of the alterations that happened 
afterwards in the government of it, we fhall only 
obferve here, that all manner of chriftian virtues 
were p radii fed there in an eminent degree ; that 
thefe nuns hofpitallers got up at midnight to fing 
praifes to God ; that their fupplications and prayers 
were almoft wi heut intermiffion, and thefe holy 
virgins were continually lifting up their pure and 
innocent hands to heaven, to implore his bleffing 
on the arms of the knights of St. John their bre- 
thren, and afk of God that he would be pleafed to 
deliver holy bion from under the flajvcry of the in* 
fidds. 

I his pious zeal, fo general at that time, of con- 
tributing to recover the kingdom of Jerufalem, 
cauied muft of the nations of Europe to take up 
arms ; and whilft ’he kings of France and Englaod 
were making preparations for that glorious expe- 
dition, the mod zealous, without {laying for thofe 
princes, flocked from all quarters into Pultftine* 
Wt have feen above, that Guy de Lufignan. up- 
on his elcape our ot the priton, finding himfelf a 
king without a kingdom, retired at fiift to a caftlc 
in the county of Tripoli, where he afterwards 
muftered together the br -ken remains of his for- 
tune God trey de Lufignan his brother brought 
him from the weft a trefh body of troops of the 
crufade ; various adventurers, Greeks, Latins and 
Syrians joined him. and there was formed in a 
‘fhort time a little army of A ven or eight thoufand 
foot, and feven hundred horle. i bis fuco-ur, 
weak as it was, gaVe him neverthelels lome hopes 
of lacing a change in his tortune : and to lecure 
himitlf a place ot retreat, that fhould depend on 
no body but himfelf, he laid fitge to St John 
d* Acre, a ftrong place, with an haven capable of ■ 
receiving the vt-fills and fuccours of the princes of 
the weft. The hofpualleis and templars joined the 

army : , 


Digitized by Google 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 19* 

army : there arrived likewife three private crufades, 
which advanced before the great armies that were 
expe&ed out of Europe. The landgrave of Thu- 
ringia and duke of Gueldres commanded the firft, 
which was entirely compoled of Germans ? there 
came another made up of the people of the north, 
Danes, Frieflanders and Flemings : there arrived 
too a third, at the head of which were two princes 
of the houfe of Dreux, and a confiderable number 
of the greateft lords of the kingdom; there came 
thither at the fame time fome Venetians, Lombards 
and Pifans; and Conrad of the houfe of Mont- 
ferrat, prince of Tyre, forgetting his difputes with 
Guy de Lufignan, would needs ihare in the perils 
and glory of the enterprize. 

The Chriftians began the fiege, and carried it on 
at firft with all the courage and application imagin- 
able. Saladine had put a ftrong garriion into the 
place commanded by Caracot, an old captain of 
great reputation, under whom Saladine himielf, 
before he rofe to that height of grandeur, made 
his firft effay in arms.. This general of the infidels 
made frequent l'allics ; they were cont»ually in 
aftion ; and we may fay that thefe iailies were ra- 
ther fo many battles and engagements. Saladine 
on his fide advanced with a formidable army to his 
fuccour ; the Chriftians went out of their lines to 
fight him ; Guy de Lufignan commanded the firft 
body, compoled of his own troops, of French, 
and the kaights of St. John. The grand mailer 
Ot the templars was a* the head of his knights, and 
the Germans, Frieflanders and other people of the 
north fought under his banner. The fight lafted 
a long time with equal animofiry on both fides, and 
^ith doubtful futcels ; what appears moft ccruin 
is, that the Chiiltians, though they loft the grand 
mailer of the templars, and a great many knights 
oi his order, yet returned * victorious into their 

lines. 
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lines, and Saladine could not force them to raifc 
the.fiegc, which was the only thing he aimed at. 

That prince did nothing afterwards, but endea- 
vour to intercept the Convoys of the Chriftian ar- 
my. This occalioned a famine, which was loon 
followed with a contagious ficknefs. Thefe two 
plagues deftroyed more foldiers than the iword of 
the enemy. Guy de Lufignan faw four young 
princes his children taken off one after another, 
and Queen Sybille his wife to whom he owed the 
crown. 

The death of that princefs occafioned afterwards * 
new divifions between the king her hufband, and 
the prince of Tyre. The Queen of Jrrufalem left 
only one lifter named Label, who at eight years of 
age was married to Humfrfcy de I'horon the third 
of the name. Conrad, * a prince young and hand- 
Tome, full of courage and ambition, found the way 
to pleafe that princefs. There was no want of rea- 
fons to byeak off her contract with young Hum- 
frey : the marriage being made apainft her will, 

f ierhaps in a prohibited degree as they pretended, 
urniihecT a pretext tor it : it was at ieaft in thofe 
times the common retource of difeontented huf- 
bands. The princtfs’s marriage was difolved, and 
the bilhop of Beauvais, without any regard to pub- 
lick decency, man ied tier the next day to the prince 
or Tyre. In coniequence of this alliance and the 
princefs’s right, Conrad took on him the title of 
k'ing of Ji rufalem ; Guy d? Lufignan on his fide, 
maintained, that the charafter of royalty was never 
to be effaced, and that no body could in his life- 
time affiant the title of king in Paleftine ; and to 
make he divilion ftill greater, Humrrey dc Tho* 
ron, Ifabel’s fit ft hufbaid. difpuied the (entence by 
which his marriage was difiulved, and put in his 
Claim to the crown. Thus this titulary kingdom* 

* Chron, de Nangis ad an, 11S9, 

(bis 
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this fovereignty without fubje&s, had in the fame 
army, and at the fame time, no leis than three 
kings, and the queen had two hufbands living: 
bat as it was apprehended they might turn their 
arms againft one another, they obliged them to re- 
in 1 the decifion of their pretenfions to the award 
$£ the kings of France and England, who were fet 
fat from their dominions, and as they had advice 
wintered in Sicily. 

, During the flay thofe two princes made in that 
Stand, Richard having heard much talk of 
Kbbe Joachim, who paffid with the people 1190. 
Xr a great prophet, lent for him to Mcffina, 

:mi confulted him about the fuccefs ot the crufade. 
jBte Abbe, without any hefitation, told him, that 
Vt holy city would not be delivered till the feventh 
Wjjf after its being taken by Saladine. “ To what 
Sj^pofe then, faid the king of England, are wc 
Thorne fo foon ? Your coming, replied the Abbe, 
F Vas very neceffary, God *ill give you the vi£to- 
r ry over his enemies, and exalt your name above 
b all the princes of the earth.” 

This pretended prophet bore a very doubtful 
ihara&cr ; fome looked upon him as a faint, o- 
4 hers took him for a cheat. It it probable the man 
ilbeant well, and that there was more fanaticifm than 
kypocrify in his conduct ; he was befides a good 
man, and of an auftere life, but he had cracked his 
brain by meditations, or rather, by his dreams on 
the revelations. He bragged that he had the key 
of that mylterious book, and urtderftood it as per- 
fectly as St. John who wrote it. He took all hfs 
vilions and imaginations for truths ; and if by 
chance he fucceeded fometimes in his. predictions, 
he was miftaken much oftner ; as it happened up- 
on what he had declared about the deliverance of 
the Holy Land, as we (hall fee prefently. 

In the mean time" the emperor Frederic, though 
fcventy years of age. had advanced before thefe 
• n princes. 
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princes, fetting out immediately after eafter, A. 
1189. This prince, truly worthy of that auguft' 
title, a f ter giving the law to the Greeks as he 
marched through their country, after defeating the 
fultan of lronium or Cogni who difputed his paf- 
fage, and having, in fpite of all the efforts of the 
Mahometans, made his wav into Cilicia, fell lick 
Sind died in that province, upon bathing in the ri- 
ver v. ydnus, as ibme hiftorians relate ; though o- 
thers pretend he was drowtted in it. The military 
orders, and particularly that of the hofpitallers, 
loft in Frederic a powerful prote&or, that during 
the wh »le courfe or his reign had difpenled his be- 
nefactions and favours with great bounty to the or- 
der in general, as well as the particular members 
of it. 

The duke of Swabia his fon led his army on to 
the camp before Acre : but it arrived there much 
reduced and weakened by the fatigues of the road, 
by fkknefs and his own victories, which coft him 
abundance of men, and a great many officers of 1 
diftindtion. The Germans, at their arrival in the* 
camp, found the army of the belie gers in no bet- 
ter a condition : -the continual Tallies of the infi- 
dels had much weakened it. The hiftorian of this 
fiege, w ho has left us a relation of h in verie, tells 
hs a paffage of th° knights of Sr. John, who' feeing 
the Turks in a Tally take a great number of pri- 
foners, rhefe brave warriors, fays he, like a bear a 
going to be robbed of her whclp9, got off their 
horles, flew into the midft of the enemies batta- . 

* Hofpitales milites ah equ’s defeendunt, « 

n Ut u fa pro fiiii*, cum Turc.s conte* dunt, 

Turci noftium aggerem per vim bit confccndunt, 

Hos fagittis ftuciant, hos igue furcendunt, 

Et hofpitalatii equos akenderunr, 

Et Turcot a latere ma is invaferunt, 

Quos ad urbis mania per vim reduxerunt, 

Et ex his in foveis multos occiderunt. 

Monachi Elorcntini, Iionenfis epifeopi, dc jccujrerata Ptolimaide. 

lions. 
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Hons, cut part of them in pieces, refeued the pri- 
soners, and then mounting on horfeback again, pur- 
fued the infidels to the walls of the city. But if 
the Turks were worfted on this occafion, the. 
change of air, the difficulty of being fupplied with 
provifions, the continual combats they were engag- 
ed in, and the ficknefi that reigned, coft the Chri- 
ftiarirat Iealt as many men, and particularly thofc 
of the weft. 

To make the misfortune ftill greater, the wound- 
ed foldieffe of the Germans, whofe language was 
not underftood, laboured under great difficulties, 
not being able, in fo melancholy a lituation, to 
make cither their ails or their wants known, borne 
German gentlemen of the towns of Bremen and 
Lubeck, that arrived by fea, moved with the mifery 
of their countrymen, took the fails of their £hip, 
and made a large tent in which they put immedi- 
ately the wounded of their acquaintance, and at- 
ended them with great charity, f Forty perfons 
of quality of the Tame nation joined themfclves to 
them, and formed a fort of hofpital in the camp. 
This noble and charitable fociety, like the knights 
of St. John and the templars, became infenfibly a 
new hofpital and military order. 

Pope Celeftine III. at the requeft of the emperor 
Henry VI. confirmed it afterwards in an authen- 
tick manner by his bull of February 23d, 1192. 
He preferibed thefe new knights for their rule, that 
of St. Auguftine, and for their particular ftatutel, 
he appointed them thofe of the hofpitallers of St. 
John, in what regarded the fervice of the poor and 
lick, and the ftatutes of the templars, in what re- 
lated to military difeipline. This new order, which 
was confined entirely to the German nation, wa s 


h 


t Petri dc Dufburg, facerdotis ordiais Ttutonici, Chronit. Pmfll*. 
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called the order of the tentonick knights of the 
houle of St. Mary of Jerufalem. ' 

Thi name was given them, becaufe in the time 
that Jerufalem was in the hands of the Latin Chri- 
ftiins, a German had, at his own expence, built an 
hofpital and an oratory, dedicated to the holy vir- 
gin, for the fick of that nation. The habit of thefe 
new knights was a white mantle, charged with a 
black crofs* They were obliged to the fame three 
folemn vows with the hofpitallers of St. John and 
the templars. Before they took the habit, they 
were to fwear, that they were Germans of noble 
birth and extra&ion and bind themfelves for their 
whole life to the fcrvice of the poor and fick, and 
the defence of the holy places. I 

This laft part of their inftitution was common to 
all the three military orders, who were always the 
generous defenders of the Holy Land. Cardinal 
de Vitri, a contemporary hiftorian, and even an 
eye witnefs, fpeaking of the founding of thefe 
three orders, and applying to them what is faid in | 
the book of Ecclefiaftes, that a threefold cordis j 
not quickly broken, adds to the teftimony he had | 
given in behalf of the two firft orders, that it plea- j 
fed divine providence to raife up a third, which j 
was not lefs ferviceable to the prefervation of the 
Holy Land. In fa£f, it may be faid, that thefe three, 
bodies were the principal ftrength of the army, a* 
well for going put on detachments, as in repelling 
the fallies of the garrifon : but as they were not 
duly feconded by thofe of the crufade, who were di- 
vided among themfelves, and as there were no chiefs 
with full command in the army, nor any regular 
difeipline obferved, the fiege advanced but flowly* 
and was even fufpended in a manner by the diflfe* 
fences that arofe between Guy de Lufignan and 
young Conrad, in which the lords of the : crufade 
embarked, every one according to his intereft Ot 
inclinadorv 
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It was near two years that the fiege df Acre had 
gone heavily on, and been lpun out to a tedious 
length, when Philip 11 king ot France, who had 
been detained till then at Mefiina. b) lome new dif- 
putes with the king of England, who would not 
marry his filler as he had engaged to d©, parted 
abruptly from thence, and appeared at laft otf ot. 
John d Acre, -with a numerous licet. 1 his new re* 
inforcemtnt, and the prefence of the prince who 
commanded it, put new life, as we may lays into 
tbc whole army, compofed as it was ot different 
nations, whom their manners, language and ime- 
refts, had divided. The fiege now was carried on 
in another manner ; the loldicrs, as well as the of- 
ficers, fought to iignalize themfclvts before the eyes 
of fo great a king. That prince oidered engines 
to be made, which demolilhed a pannel of tne w 11 , 
*nd made a large breach : the whole army cried 
out with eagerneis to be led to the afTult. Piiuip, 
who every day cxpttted the king of England, with 
whom he had taken the crois, would needs defer 
an enterprise, the iuccels and gloiy of which were 
certain, in order to ihare them with his ally, but 
thele coniiderat.ons, generous to excels, made the 
chriftian army reiaple into a ftate of inactivity 5 
and the infidels mking tlieir ui$ of it railed new 
fortifications within the place, which was in a po- 
fture ot defence, at the king of England's arrival* 

That prince was Richard i. who had lately luc- 
ceeded his lather, king Henry 11 . Queen Eleanor 
bis mother had brought to him as far as Meffina, 
Bertngara infanta of Navarre, whom he was to 
marry. This prineds and Jean of England, the 
king's fitter, and widow ot William 11 . king of 
Sicily, having exprtfled their defire of making the 
voyage of the caft, Richard divined his fleet into 
two fquadrons, and put the two princefles on board 
that which led the van. both the iquadrons met 
with a violent ftorm in the Archipelago. The king 
VoL. 1. ' S of 
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of England made the ifle of Rhodes, and the fqua- 
dron of the two princeflls came to an anchor on 
Good Friday, in light of LimifTo in Cyprus feve- 
ral vt fills that ran aground near that place were 
beat to pieces by the tempt ft. T he ibveretgn, or 
rather the tyrant or the ifland, was by his mother’s 
fide of the imperial houfe of the Comncni : the 
emperor Emanuel had made him governour of the 
ifland of Cyprus ; but this g^veinour revolted, 
aflumed the title of emperor, and undclr the weak 
reign of lfaac Angelus, continued absolute matter 
of the ifle. He was by accident upon the coaft 
when the princefles fquadron appeared off it. That 
prince, perfidious and cruel in his nature, ordered 
the Englilh flbips that had run aground to be pih 
laged, and the foldiers and feamen that fell into hh 
hands, to be laid in irons. He was even inhumane 
enough to refufe letting the (hip in which the two 
princefles were on board, come into his ports da* 
ring the ftorrn. But the fair weather that follow- 
ed, allowing the two Englifh fquadrons to join* 
Richard being refufed the fatisfadbion he demanded 
for fo barbarous a proceeding, forced his way on 
fhore, feized on Limiflo, cut in pieces the Greek 
prince’s troops, pui futd him without refling from 
place to place, took him prifoner at laft, with th* 
princefs of Cyprus, his only daughter, and made 
himfelf mafter of the whole ifland, reaping a» 
much fatisfadtion from the vengeance he took od 
the outrage offered the two princefles as from ih* 
conqueft of a kingdom. Richard, after fo glori- 
ous an expedition, which had coft him lefs time than 
a mere journey of pleafure, and before he left Cy- 
prus, efpoufed the princefs of Navarre. He fet 
fail afterwards with his prifoner, whom he carried 
after him in irons, as a trophy of his vidtory : the 
tniferable prince defired to be treated with more 
moderation, and put him in mind of his birth and 
digarty. The king of England, who defpifcd him, 

ordered. 
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ordered, with a finite, that he fhould be put in 
chains of filver ; and the Greek prince, who was 
as vain as he was coward ! y, thought himfclf much 
relieved, and fancied them to be lefs weighty, be- 
caufe they were different from thofe of the other 
prifoners. Richard arriving at the chriftian camp, 
put him into the hands of the knights of St John, 
who fent him to be kept iu their fortrefk of Mar gat ; 
and the two princeffes, at the king of England's 
mftance, kept the princefs of Cyprus with them; 
who was fufpe&ed of having in her turn put chains 
of another nature on her conqueror. 

As the ifle of Cyprus was too remote from Eng- 
land to be annexed to that monarchy, Richard fold 
* to the templars, for the film of three hundred 
thoufand livres. Thole military friars took poffcf- 
fion of it, and, to ftcucc their authority, threw a 
confiderable body of their troops into it. But the 
harfhnefs of their government, and the haughty* 
*ays of thefc templars, alienated the minds of their 
oew luhfcfts. Belides, the Cvpriots, who followed 
G cek rites, could not bring thtmielves to o- 
thole Latin monks. This was the lource, or 
ft leaft the pretext of well uigh a continual war be- 
tween the great men of that kingdom and the tem 
plars, who were obliged at latt to abandon the 
and deliver it back to the king of England,- 
as we fhall obiei ve hereafter. 

That prince arrived at the chriftian camp on 
June 8th, A D. <191. 1 (hall not enter into the 

fcttil of all that 'paffd in this famous fiege. The 
tw ° kings diftinguiihed themselves in it by an ex- 
traordinary valour ; Richard ctpccially, by a dar- 
lB g reloimion, which carried him always into places* 
the greateft dangers, from whence he ever 
came off victorious. But there was a certain fiercer 
jfcfi in his manner, that made him lefs agreeable. 
Nadine was noways behind him in point of cou- 
, he had all the bravery and intrepidity of the 
S 2 (oldier. 
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folder, with all the (kill of the officer, and was e* 
veiy day making new enterprizes againft the Chri- 
flians. The knights of the three orders exerted 
theoifelves in all places; the templars, on one of 
thefe occafions, loft their grand mafter, and the 
hoipkallcrs of St. John, many of their knights ; and 
the order would have been foon cut off in theft 
continual combats, if the crufades, which from 
time to time arrived from Europe, had not fupplied 
it with new recruits. A great number of young 
gentlemen, charmed with the extraordinary valour 
of fire hofpitallers, took the trofis, at their arrival 
from the weft, preferring at the fame time the croft 
of the holpitallers before that of the templars, who 
feemed more proud and haughty than was iuitable 
to the character of a religious fociety. All the 
world was for fighting under the banner of Sf. John; 
and thofe who did lb, were as fo many pupils and 
candidates, out of whom fuch were afterwards cho- 
fen for the religious profeffion, as ‘gave the beft 
proofs of their being fincertly called to it, and had 
diftinguifhed themfclves as much by their piety as 
their valour ; two qualities, which it were to be 
wifticd thfc order would have as much regard to in 
*he admiffion of knight^ at this time, as they have 
to the noblenefs of their extraction* 

We have obfei ved', that the infidels, making their 
advantage of the leifure the king of France had al- 
lowed them, out of a compliment to his ally of 
England, had fortified the place anew, fo that it 
was no longer liable to be carried by ftorm. They 
were forced to begin their attacks again, which coft 
them abundance of men r a dyfentery too, which 
raged among the weftern troops, occafioned by 
their exceffive eating of fruit, carried off a great 
number of foldiers. 

The jealoufy between the French and the Englifli 
began to break out ; and, to mako the misfortune 
ftill worfe, the old divifions between Guy deLufig- 

♦ , . nan 
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nan and Conrad of Montferrat were revived. The 
king of France declared for the latter; the king of 
England for Lufignan ; the-princes and nobility, af- j 
ter their example, divided into parties ; and as there 
was always a fecret emulation fubfitting between the 
two military orders, the hofpitallers declaring them- 
felves in favour of the king of Jerusalem, was a 
fufficient reafon to engage the templars to quit his 
party, and embrace that of the prince of Tyre. 

So general a mifunderftanding making tnem lefs' 
concerned about the fuccels of the liege, the bi- 
Ihops that- w.re in the camp omitted nothing -to 
conciliate thefe fatal divilions. Several conferences 
were held on this fubj 61 ; at laft it was agreed, 
that Lufignan fhouid keep the title of king of je- 
mfale tn during his life, but that the prince of Tyre 
fhouid be acknowledged in right of his wife inde- 
feaftble heir of the crown. 1 he two pretenders 
eonfeuted to thefe conditions ; but Conrad reaped 
no advantage from this agreement. That prince 
having refufed to do the feignior of the mountain 
juftice, in relation to a fhip that the Tyrians had 
taken from him, was afterwards flabbed by two 
affaflins, who, in the midtt of the moft horrible 
tortures, and whiift they flayed them alive, gloi'ied 
in their having executed the barbarous orders oT 
their cruel matter. 

Peace being thus reftored in the army, they re- 
fumed the care of the fiege with new vig our, The ~ 
attacks were in a manner continual, and the two 
kings, out of a noble emulation, puttied the woik 
fo brifldy on their refpe6tive fides, that there was 
foon a lufiicient breach to numne and give the a-f- 
fault. 1 he infidels, after an incredible refiftanre, ^ 
feeing the outworks of the place taken, their rowers 
mined, a conliderable breach made, and the braved: 
knights of the chriflian army ready to mount it, de- 
manded a capitulation,. HolTges were given c n 
both fides } the ^own was furrendcred, the garri- 
v f S' 3 fon 
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fon, confiding of five thoufand men, with the go* 
vernor, yielded themfelves prifoners, on condition 
of being releafed upon their caufing the true crofs, 
and the chriftian flaves that were ip Saladine’s hands 
to bereftored, or otherways, or being left to the 
diferetion of the conqueror. The Chrilliaos 

1191. took pofilffion of Acre on July 13th, and 
made it atterwards their place of arms. 

They affigned different quarters for the feveral bo- 
dies and nations that had contributed to reduce it, 
and were able to defend and maintain it : the hof- 
pitallers of St. John transferred thither their princi- 
pal reiidence, which, {hue the lofs of Jtrufalem r 
had been fettled at M rgat. It w*s in Acre 

1192. that their grand matter Ermcngard, in the 
year following ended an iliuttiious life , 1 

which he had 1 often rxpoled againft the infidels, 
and in defence of the Chiiftians. 

The hofpitallers. in a full chapter, chofe brother 
G odfre) de Duiffon, an old knight, 
Godfrey oe for his fucccffor. It was none of 
Duisson. this new grand matter’s fault, that 

1 192. the taking of Acre was not follow- 

ed with the conqutft of Jerufa* 
lero, the main defign of the crufade ; butjealoufy 
of ftate, diveriry of inrerefts, emulation and ari- 
mofity, raifed luch divifions among thefe different 
nations, that all the effect of this mighty armament 
was the taking of a Angle place. The crufade being 
compofed chiefly of volunteers, they quitted the 
army, and filed off by degrees, after a fiege that 
had lafted near three years. Philip king of France 
was obliged to leave PaUftine, and change the air, 
as the only remedy to recover him out of a violent 
d'ftemper. which was not without fufpicion of poi- 
fon, and made his hair and nails fall off. But at 
his go ng away, he left in the chriftian army, a bo- 
dy of five hundred men of arms, and ten thoufand 
foot, under the comm.md of the duke of Buigtm* 
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dj. The principal chiefs of different nations were 
:gauig off'fvum time to time, abandoning the Holy 
Land for i a prey to the infidels. Richard king of 
England, before his departure, took Jaffa and Af- 
caloo, and - made afterwards a truce with the Bar- 
barians, for three years, three months, and three 
weeks; and, if we may believe the hiftorians of 
that age, they added, tor greater exaftnefs, three 
days and three hours. It is faid, that Richard, 
bcfore^his departure, cauled Guy de Lufignan to 
marry the princefs of Cyprus, and made over to 
him the fovereignty of that ifle, which the tem- 
plars had religned back to him, and which the prin- 
ces of the houle of Lufignan pollefild afterwards 
for near three hundred years. Henry count of 
Champagne, nephtw to the king of England, and 
tntircly attached to his intereds, married at the 
fame time Ifabclla, widow iff Conrad, and by that 
marriage obtained a right to the kingdom of Jeru- 
falem, which he was in herpes to clear of the b*tra- 
zens. 

Thefe h< pes were rai fed ftill higher by the death 
of Sdadme, which happened at Damafcus, on 
March 13th, 119.5. 1 hat infidel prince, one of 

the greateft captains of his age, thought, upon the 
retreat of the Chrittians, to enjoy the fruit of his 
viftorie- in triumph ; but death dripped him of all 
at once. When he felt himfelf near his end, he 
ordered the officer that carried his dandard in bat- 
tle to put in its (lead a piece of cloth defigned for 
his winding fhtet, and carrying ft through the 
ftreets, to ciy aloud, “ bet here all that the great 
“ Saladine, conqueror of the ead, carries off* with 
<s him, of all his a nquefts and treafures.” They 
fay, that before he expired, lie diftributed conli- 
derable fums to all the poor of Damafcus, without 
diduiftion of Mahometan, Jew, or Chridian, whe- 
ther he was perfu^ded, that charity, or at kaft 
bare humanity,. fhoulvl be exteudwd indifferently to 

all 
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all that are in mifery ; or elfe, perhaps, though he. 
had pioftffed Mahometanifm all his life, yet he 
might, in his lad moments, be in doubt which of 
the three religions was the bed and true one. At 
the lame time, he divided his dominions between 
his eltvcn Ions, who, after his death, thought of 
nothing but ruining one another. But Safadine, 
the brother of SaUdine, and companion of his vic- 
tories, made his advantage of thefe divifions, at- 
tacked his nephews, one after another, made away 
all of them that fell into his hands, and raifed at 
lad an empire to himfelf, very little inferior to 
that of Saladine’s. Thefe divilions, and other ci- 
vil wars that broke out afterwards between the 
children of 5aladine, gave the Latin Chridianstime 
to breathe. 

Pope Celedine III. to fupply them with fuccours, 
publilhed a ne.v crufade, contrary to the truce 
concluded by the king of England, which was dill 
fubfilling ; and it is even laid, that they received 
an exprefs order from the pope, not to pay any 
regard to it. A great number of German barons 
put on the crofs, came to MdBna, and from thence 
paflld into the Holy Land. Walcran, brother to 
the duke of Limburgh, having broke the truce by 
fome hoftilities, S fadine, provoked at this infrac- 
tion, laid fiege to J-ffi, carried it by {form, and 
put above twenty thoufand Chnftian to thefwordi 
The Chridians in Paltftine feemed to be on the 
brink of ruin, if the civil war between the infidels 
had not afterwards obliged Safadine to renew the 
truce for fix years. The count or Champagne, af- 
ter this treaty, returned to Acre, where looking 
out of a window upon the .roops as they palled in 
review, the bar that he leaned on failing, he fell 
into the cable ditch, and was killed. 

The grand nruder of the hofpitallers, confider- 
ing that fo imall a date as the kingdom of Jemfa- 
lem, encompafied as it was with formidable ene- 
mies, 
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mies, could never fupport itfelf without a king, 
propofed, fome time after that prince’s death, to 
the queen his widow, to marry Amaury de Lufig- 
nan, who had juft before, upon the death of Guy 
his brother, fucceeded to the crown of Cyprus. 
He reprefented to her, that her ftate being fur- 
rounded with powerful enemies, {he might draw 
cohfiderable fuccours from that ifle in the neigh- 
bourhood of Paleftine, and befides, Cypfut might 
ferve her for an honourable retreat, if by misfor- 
tune the infidels fhould compleat the conqueft of 
her own territories. The queen readily approved 
a proportion, in which fhe found at the lame time 
her own mtereft and that of the ftate. The grand 
matter undertook the negotiation^ and managed it 
^ith* fuch conduft, that, without expoling the 
9 uee n, he brought the king of Cyprus to cour.t 
her alliance. Nothing more was wanting to put 
l he fitiilhing hand to this great affair, but his pre- 
fence. He was by no means at a 1 fs for pretences 
to go to Acre ; he law the queen 5 was well re- 
ceived by her ; and after they had, for form fake, 
communicated their delign to the grandees of the 
ftate, they were married by the patriarch, and af- 
terwards folemnly proclaimed king and queen of 
J^rulalem and Cyprus. 

Humphrey de Thoron, this princefs’s firft huf- 
baud, could not, without uneafinefs, fee her dif- 
P°fc fuccefiively of her perlon and crown to fo ma- 
n Y princes, who perhaps had lefs right to them 
[ban he. But as right, without power to fupport 
lr > is lijtle regarded in the cafe of fovereigns, this 
Unfortunate lord found nobody concerned at his 
misfortune : he was forced, for his own fafety, to 
U J nothing of his prctenflons, and like a divinity 
pullout a temple, he remained without any wor- 
°r adorers. 

I he grand mailer, who had afted fo great a 
P ar t in the queen’s lait marriage, did not long fur- 

vivc 
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vtvc the rejoicings which attended than 
1194* remony ; he died almoft at the fa 

time ; and we have fcarce any account I 
ns of his government. The ignorance, in whi 
people of quality were brought op at that tin 
has. deprived us of the knowledge of a great ms 
ber of fa&s, that might have'embellifhed this hi 
ry ; but in tbofe firft ages of the order, the 
made much more ufe of their (word than 
pen ; I cannot fay indeed whether moft of 
could read. This at leaft is certain, that el 
for want of capacity, or out of modefty, v 
not one knight for above four hundred years 
has vouchfafed to give us an account of io 
remarkable events, as are with difficulty 
out in national hiftories, and collections of 
ties and public inftrument*. 

The end: of the Second Boor. 


BOOK III. 

I T is hard <0 fay, whether it be the great dr 
of the times, or th^ negligence of the firft h 
nans, that we are to charge with our ignorance 
the houfe and extraftion of the firft grand ma 
and particularly of the fucceff>r or Duiflbn, 

fucctfTor, in the ancient chronic 
Alphonstjs is called brother Alponfus of Por- 
ofPokiu- tugai. The common opinion 
Gal. that he was deicended from the 

1 194. prince* of that nation ; but they 4 l 0 

not te!i us what branch he came 
only they agree, that it was of an illegitemate liatj 
Some modern authors pretend, that his name Vrtt 
Peter, and that he was fon to* Alphonfus I. king 
of Portugal. However this be, all writers 

have 
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have mentioned him, reprefeot him as a perfon of 
diftinguifhed valour and piety, equally ex.jft in the 
regular and military d®bipline, a fcrupulous obfer* 
verof the ftarutes, but naturally proud and haugh- 
ty; and k loon appeared, after his promotion to 
dte grand mafterfbip, that the orders he gave in 
relation to the government of the fooiety, had * 
tin&ure of his own rough difpofition. 

Scarce was he acknowledged as grand mafter, 
when having his mind filled with notions of a per- 
fection hardly pra&icable among warriors, and out 
flf a view ot reforming the abufes that had crept 
■Sfto it, he called a general chapter jn the town of 
Margat, whither ehe order had, after the lofs of 
Jeruialein, transferred its reiadence. To cover his 
main defig n the better, he fet bimtelf at fir ft only 
*o reftify a certain abufe which often confounded 
tbe fecuiar gentry with the profefled knights. 
Thofe gentlemen, upon their return into the weft, 
and in cheir provinces, affeCted to wear the croft 
of St. John of Jcrulalem. To uaderftand rightly 
this particular fa&, it muft be obferved, that fuch 
gcdtlemen as engaged themfelves in the crufades or 
in pilgrimages, when they arrived in Palcftine, 
ferved as -volunteers under the banner of the order. 
There were fome likeways that lent their children 
ytiung into Paleftine, to be fired up in the houfe 
°f St. John, under the difeipline of the knights 
48 the beft fchool to form them in the art of 
war. 

Both the one and the other, as long as they (laid 
tn the Holy Land, and fought under the ftandard 
of the order, were allowed to wear the croft ; but 
they, abufing this indulgence, on their return into 
Europe, fo as to found a claim of right upon it, 
the grand mafter, to prevent their being confound* 
ed with the profefied knights, procured a ftatute to 
he paffed in the chapter, that they fhould be con- 
sidered only 4s auxiliary troops, and not be allow- 
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ed to wear the crofs, but only when they weiij 
fighting agajnft the infidels unde> the banner of thij 
order. 0 

From this particular article of reformation, the 
grand mailer proceeded to others that concerned 
chiefly the knights profefled ; and to get them re* 
ceived the more eafily, he began with his owa 
houfe and equipage, which he reduced to a major* 
domo, a chaplain, two knights, three efquires, & 
turcopolicr and a page. To each of the leverai of* 
ficers of his household, he left only one horfe to 
carry them. With regard to hisperfon, he refer!?, 
ed only two led hories and a mule, an equipts 
indeed exceeding modeft, but not very fuitablc td* 
the governor of a great military order, who was £ 
very day at the head of an army. 

From this particular regulation he afliimed t 
jright of reforming all the knights in general; af*j 
ter upbraiding them with what he called their luiu* 
ry and effeminacy, he propofed feveral regulati* 
ons; their diet, habit and equipages, all paflM 
under a fevei e examination, and a rigid reforflK 
It cannot be denied, but the grand matter's inten- 
tions were very good ; his defign was to revive the 
dilciplinc eftablilhed by Raimond Dupuy, which 
had been much relaxed fince that time. It is rc-' 
ported, that hearing fome mutterings in the affem- 
bly, he afked them, if they were more nice than 
their p* edeceflors, and if they had not made the 
fame vows in the moft folemn manner before the 
altar ? In vain did they reprefent to him the differ- 
ence of the times, and that the way of life which 
he propofed was incompatible' with the duties of a 
continual war, and with the obligation they were 
Under, fince the lofs of Jerufalem, of being cvtrf 
day either on horfeback or in the trenches.| This 
only ferved to make him raifie his voice, and idt 
them, with a tone and air of arbitrary command, 

1 will be obeyed, and 1*11 hear noieply. The wholtf 
i affcmb!f 
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aflembly at thefc words broke out into loud com- 
plaints, and an old knight told him the chapter 
was not ufed to hear* their fuperiors fpeak as fo-‘ 
vereigns. 

Paifion and aniroofity foon entered into thefe 
warnj disputes, which were carried on fo tar, that 
the knights by concert, with an obftinacy not to 
bt juftified, refufed to obferve the regulations he 
propoled. The grand mafter on his fide, though 
only delcended from a royal houfe by a by-blow, 
yet to prove as it were 'his legitimacy, affe&ed all 
theftate and haughtinefs of the throne. Neither 
fide caring to make any abatement, it came at laft 
to an open revolt. The order fell into a fort of a- 
narchy ; and the grand mafter, finding he was to 
cxptft no more obedience from his knights, abdi- 
cated his dignity, and retired to Portugal He 
was yet more unhappy there, and died at laft in 
the civil wars that he engaged in. This we learn 
from feveral hiftorians, though tney are not agreed 
either as to his own name, or that of the prince 
from whom he derived his being. 

The order, after his abdication, chofe for his 
fiicceflor brother Geoffroy le Rat, of 
the language of France, a venerable Geoffroy 
oldman, good natured, courteous, le Rat. 
and no way forward; qualities which 
recommended him to the fuffrages of his brother 
knights. There happened almoft at the fame time 
a new revolution, in the principality of the leffer 
Armenia, the confequences of which he prevented 
by his good conduct and management. We have 
obferved, that tw’o brothers, the moft confiderablc 
nf the nobility of that nation, the one called Rupin 
the mountain, and the younger Livron or Leon, 
bad, after the death of the renegado Melier, feiz- 
that little kingdom. Bohemund III. prince of 
Antioch, and now count of Tripoli, puihed on 
by a boundleis ambition, and in hopes of enlarg- 
Vol. I. T ing 
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kig his own dominions at the expence of his neigh- 
bours, had prevailed with the prince of Armenia 
to come to Antioch, under pretence of a confer- 
ence, and to enter into meafures with him again# 
the infidels, their common enemies, and had cauf- 
ed him to be arretted there. Livron fotne time af- 
ter turned his own artifice againft him ; and under 
pretence of treating for his brother’s liberty, came 
to the rendezvous better attended than Bohemund, 
cut his retinue and convoy in pieces, took and car- 
ried him to a ftrong place, where he kept him pri- 
soner, and would not at firft hearken to any nego- 
tiation of peace. 

Each nation took arms in favour of their prince. 
The infidels, their neighbours^ would not hate 
failed making their advantage of a war, fo prejudi- 
cial to theChriftians ; but the patriarch and grand 
matter, who faw the fatal confequences of this dif- 
ference, interpofed to make it up. Livron would 
not at firft hearken to any propofal, either bccaufe 
governing the kingdom during his brother’s capti- 
vity, he did not care to part with the fovereign au- 
thority, or perhaps, as the event (hewed, becaufe 
he defigned to draw greater advantages from the 
treaty. However it was, he would not confent to 
the exchanging of the two prifoners, but upon con- 
dition that the principality of Antioch (hould for 
the future hold of that of Armenia, and that, as 

the pledge of a flncere reconciliation between the 

two houfes, the eldeft fon of the prince of Anti- 
och (hould^ before his father was fet at liberty, 
marry Alice, the only daughter of Rupin, and that 
the iffue of that marriage ftiould be declared, after 
their father, preemptive heirs of the principality 
of Antioch, but without any pretenfions to that of 
Armenia, till after the death of Livron himfelf. 
Hard as thefe conditions were, Bohemund, im* 
patient, of recovering his liberty, ratified them all 
2nd, after a confummation of the marriage, the 

two 
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>caprive princes were releafed. He of Antiocft 
Dming into his own territories, to make provifi- 
for prince Raimond his fecond fon, gave him 
county of Tripoli ; and after the death of his 
in prejudice of the children which that 
ng prince had left of his mairiage with the 
fccfs of Armenia, he refolvcd likeways to have 
k acknowledged for his lucceflbr in the princi- 
'j, whi< h occafioned great difputes, as we (hall 
after (hew. 

1 virtue of the truce which was ftill fubfifting 
ISafadine, and the other fucceffors of Saladine ; 
[Chrifttans of Paleftine, and the two military 
which were alt the defence they had, en- 
1 a little reft : both of them owed this tranfient 
Mo a dreadful famine which then af- 
I Egypt. That great kingdom, as is 1196. 
Jtnown, owes all its fertility to the re- 
inundations of the Nile, which, fpreading 
&«ers over the fuFface of the earth, leaves be- 
lt* a dime mixed with nitre, that fattens the 
^Und, . and produces plenty in all the pro* 
*s through which it flows. This inundation 
^failed the former year, as we learn frorft a let- 
the grand m after of the hofpirallers' to the 
‘of Englmd, of the fame order. We fee 
'% that the miferable Egyptians were reduced 
'Ae extr.mity of browzing like hearts on gi\ifs, 
fathers were not alhamed to fell their children 
T * ** v ^*bood, and that all Egypt was like a large 
”**rnel houfe, but with this difference, that the 
lay there expofed without burial, and ferved 
* 0r food to ravenous animals. 

^aleftjne, adjoining to Egypt, and fupplied from 
thence with moft of its corn, fuffered by tnis gene- 
^ famine; it is the fubjeft of the grand rrtailtr’s 
letter to the prior of England. He adds, that che 
Italian war, occafioned by the rebellion of the 
towns of Lombardy againft the emperor, was ano: 

T 2 ther 


Digitized by Google 



220 


HISTQRT OF THE 

Ther fcourge that afflifted the order ; that the grani 
piiory of Barktto in the kingdom of Naples and 
♦Sicily, from whence the order and convent ut'ed 
to receive confiderable fupplies, particularly in corn* 
furnifhed them almoft nothing, by reaion of the 
wars between the popes and emperors, u We arc 
“ forced, adds the grand mafter, to buy every 
“ thing at an exorbitant price, as well for the fob- 
4i fiftence of our knights, as for the troops which 
“ arc in the pay of the order, which has obliged 
fi us to contract confiderable debts, greater than 
€i we can pay, without the fupply we expert from 
“ our brethren of the weft/* He concludes with 
exhorting him to folicit the king of England to 
fend troops into the eaft, while the Egyptians were 
ftill labouring under the miierics of that calamitous 
jftate to which they were reduced, and at fo favour- 
able a jun&ure as the conclufion of the truce, 
now juft ready to expire, when they might hope, 
if an army fhouid arrive from Europe, to make* 
fecond conqucft of the Holy Land, and re-cnret 
glorioufly into Jerufalem. 

I do not pretend to determine, whether the ex- 
pence the order of Sr. John was at 4n maintaining 
conftantly a {landing body of troops, or a ipirit of 
intertft, which is but too ordinary in communities 
induced the grand mafter to deliver himlclf in this 
language : but certain it is, that James de Vitri,. 
then biihop of Acre, and afterwards Cardinal, I 
contemporaiy hiftorian, that lived himfelt upon 
the fpat, allinns *, that in his time the hofpitallers 
and templars were as powerful as fovereign princes; 

• Amplic autem poTefllonil us tam citra marc quam ultra dittu 
fuit in immenfum, villas civitates, et eppida exemplo fratrum hof- 
pitalii Sanlti Joannis poflidemes, cx quihus certam pecuniae fummao 
pro defer fione Terr* Satjdlse, fummo eorum magiftro, cujus fede* 
principalis erat in Jerufakm, mittuni annuatim : pari modo fummo j 
et principal magikro hofpitalis S.tn&i Joannis, procuratores domo- 
rum, quos praeceptores nominant, certam pecun's, fumnaam fingB* 
Us annis uranfcniuunt. Jac. de Viiriaco hift. Hier. p. 1084. 

that 
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they poflefled principalities, cities, towns and 
^villages, both in Afia and Europe, and that in pro- 
pces which lay at a didance from Pale (line, and 
fee head feat of the order, they had their procu- 
rators, knights who were (filed praeceptors, and 
rere very diligent in improving their eftates, the 
jfevenue of which they remitted afterwards to the 
eafury of each order. 

If we may believe Matthew Paris, another con- 
aporary hilforian, the hofpitallers were at that 
nein pofleffion within the bounds of Chriftendom, 
fnolefs than nineteen thoufand manors *, a 
i which the glofiaries explain differently, with 
gard to the different countries wherein they are 
ated ; but, generally fpeaking, by the term, 
oor or manfe, is meant as much land as a plough 
\two oxen can till in a day. And the fame En- 
Ihiftorian informs us, that at fame time only 
Wac thoufand manors belonged to the templars ; 
ace arofe that fecret jealoufy between the two or- 
rs, which flamed out afterwards, and put them 
; 0n every flight pretence upon taking arms, and' 
faking open war upon orre another. 

There was at that time in Paleiline a gentleman, 
u*vd Robert de Margat, who, as a vaffiil of the 
ofpittllers, was in quiet poffeffion of a caftle feat- 
near that of Margat, and holding of it. The 
Itcmplars, under colour of fome old pretenfions, 
pnrprized the place, and made themfelves mailers 

E of it by open force* This gentleman, thus driven 
001 of his home with all his family, complained to 
tfee hofpitallers his lords, who, after the lols of 
Jcrufalem', relided, as we have already obfervetl, 
Margate Thefe knights, tranlported with cou- 

. * Habent infuper tcmplani in chriftfanitate novcm milHa mane- 
norynaj hofpitalii vero novemdecem, praeter eroolumsnia et varios 
proveurus, ex fratern;tatibus ct preedicationibus proveaientes, ec p<r 
privilegia fua accrcfccr.tes. Ma:t. Pa is ad ann, J244 in Henry III. 
p. 615. y 

T 3, rage. 
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rage, and mifled by a falfe nicety of honour, (ally 
out immediately with a body of troops, clap lad- 
ders to the cadle, fcale the waif, fword in band, 
carry the place, and drive out the templars in their 
turn. This private affair foon turned to a general 
quarrel between rhe two orders, and the holpitallers 
were never met afterwards without being attacked. 
Their friends too intereded themfelves in the quar- 
rel, and mod oi the Latins were divided. A civil 
war was kindling infenfibly in a date where there 
was no Sovereign of authority fuffeient to reprefs 
the enterprizes of two parties 16 powerful and fo 
exa perated. 1 he patriaich and the Latin biOiops 
wfcre the only perfens tha. interpofed to pur an end 
to diff nfi* ns, of vhich the infidels would not fail 
to m<ike their advantage. Cut of regard to them, 
the two orders agreed to a fulpenfion of arms, and 
referred, as mod chridian princes did at that time, 
the decifion of their did'trences to the pope. 

Cardinal Lothair, of the houfe of the counts of 
Segni, fcarce thirty ieven years of age, 
1198 . had jud fucceeded pope Celtdine 111 . in 
the chair ot bt. Peter. He was a prelate of 
irreproachable life and converfation, learned for 
the time he lived in, a great lawyer, but unluckily 
too much prepoffdTtd in favour of the falfe decre- 
tals, which he made the iule of his conduct, though 
all of them fpurious writings, aferibed to the popes 
of the three fir ft centuries, and forged in the mid- 
dle of the ninth by a notorious falfifier called Hi* 
dore, who, by publifhing thefe fuppefititious afb* 
gave a terrible blow to the ancient difeipline of the 
church, particularly in the point of ecclefiaftical 
jurifdi&ion, and the rights of bifhops. And though 
thefe falfe decretals are now a days as much cried 
down as they deferve to be, and the moft zealous 
partizans of the court of Rome are forced to give 
them up ; yet all that they do, ’is to difparage the 
author, without troubling themfelves to repair the 

mifehief 
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mkCcbief that he did in Tome ages of ignorance* 
Innocent was very well qualified to remedy thisdif- 
order, had he been but mailer of as much critical 
learning and penetration, as he had zeal and patte- 
rn for the adminittration of juttice* 
iw It was before this fovercign pontiff that the af- 
fi|ir of the two military orders was brought. The 
pofpitallers on that occation deputed to Rome bro- 
ther d’lfigni prior of Larletto, and brother Auger 
Receptor of another houfe in Italy. 7 he tem- 
tfars fent thither on their part brother Peter de 
l|«lleplane, and brother Thierry. Innocent having 
jftemined into the pretentions of both fide?, order* 
fit, by a preliminary fentence, before he would pro- 
Sponce upon the merits of the caufe, that the ho- 
jailers fhould deliver back to the templars the 
jBllc they had taken from them ; and that after 
vSrtemplars had refided there quietly for the fpace 
tf a month, the gentleman who was the former 
'{proprietor of the cattle ihould have liberty to cite 
*tbem before the judges at Margate, to produce therr 
and the evidence of their claim ; but that die 
Jlofpitallers, to avoid all fufpicioa of partiality in 
/their own magiftrates and judges, fhould on this 
tfttcafion have recourfe to thofe of the principality 

S I Antioch, or the county of 7 ripoii ; that the 
rdcr of St. John fhould make choice of perions 
of integrity; that this choice notwithftanding, the 
templars fhould be allowed to except againff, and 
challenge any of thefe foreign magiftrates that they 
pbfpe&ed ; but withal, if they refufed to fubmit to 
the verdict which fhould be afterwards brought in, 
the hofpitallcrs fhould be impowered to put their 
vaflal again in pofleffion of his cattle. 

We have a letter of this p6pe to the grand ma- 
tter and the whole order of the hofpitallers, where- 
in he reprefents to them, with much force and pei- 
fuafiventfs, how unfuitable their proceeding and 
that of the templars was to the character or reli- 
gious. 
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gious, if, fays Innocent, we may give the name of 
religious to men, who are for deciding their rights 
by force and methods of violence. He adds, that 
though he knew well enough in the main, what 
party had right and juftice on its fide, yet he had 
chofen rather to make up the affair by an amicable 
eompofuion, which the deputies of the two orders 
had agreed to in his prefence, than to pronounces 
rigorous judgment-, which would have fixed a flur 
upon the party which had done the wrong. He 
goes on exhorting them both to maintain unity and 
peace with one another, and at the fame time en- 
joins them, in virtue of their holy obedience, and 
on pain of excommunication, to determine the dif- 
fenncrs that fhould ftart up between them, in the 
manner directed by the rules which pope Alexaft* 
der 111. prefer ibed them, innocent concludes bis 
le ter with threatening fuch as fhould prove refrac- 
tory with all the weight of his indignation. 

home foreign judges, according to his direftion, 
took cognifance of this affair ; the pretenfions of 
the templars were declared groundless; the gentle- 
man, who was vafTal to the hofpitallers, was agaio, 
put into* poff-ffion of his caflle ; peace and quiet- 
neis were reftoied between the two orders, at leaft 
in appearance, and the pope, fatisfkd with their 
fubmiffion, wrote afterwards to both, recommend- 
ing to them the interefts of the king ot Cyprus. 

We have already taken notice, that after the 
death of Guy de Lufignan, prinee Amaury his 
brother inherited his crown; and that this prinie 
having afterwards married Ifabel queen of Jcruh* 
Jem, fee had prevailed with him to fix his refidencc 
in Palefi ine, in a ftate furrounded on ail fide* by 
-the infidels. But Amaury having advice, /hat the 
ifle of Cyprus was fcarce in a quieter condition; 
that the inhabitants being of the Greek church 
could not brin themfelves to obey a Litin princt, 
and that the emperor was tampering with them un- 
derhand 
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tlerhand by his emiflaries, to gain them over to a 
re union with the Greek empire ; this king of Cy- 
prus wrote to the pope, to lay before him the ne- 
ceffity he was under of returning immediately into 
his ifland, to fecure his authority there. 

Innocent was afraid, left upon this prince’s re- 
treat, the hofpitallers and templars, feting 
no longer any body above them in dignity, 1198. 
(hould both pretend to the government of 
the ftate ; to prevent therefore a competition, that 
muft neceflarily have very terrible consequences, he 
conjured the king, in the moft preffing terms, not 
to abandon what was ftill left of the inheritance of 
Jefus Chrift for a prey to the infidels and barbari- 
ans. But at the fame time, to obviate the diftur- 
bances that might be railed in the ifle of Cyprus in 
his abfcence, the pope wrote to the prince of An- 
tioch, to the count of Tripoli his fon, and* to the 
grand mafters of the hofpitallers and templars, re- 
commending to them, to take care of the king’s 
concerns, and, if neceffity fo required, to fend into 
the ifland a body of forces, fulficient to maintain 
the royal authority there. “ Amaury, fays the 
“ pontiff in his letters, having been pleafed to leave 
u his own dominions, and the delicious abode of 
“ the ifle of Cyprus, to dedicate himielf to the de- 
“ fence of the Holy Land, it is but juft, that the 
“ chriftian princes, his neighbours, ihould intereft 
u themfclves in the piefervation of his crown.” 

Hiftory gives us no account of what thefe princes 
iid upon this occafion ; nor does it appear, that 
the templars, who were odious to the Cypriots, and 
had been forced to give up the fovereign authority 
they had over r them, fent any luccours into the 
tfland. But we learn, from the ancient memoirs 
the hofpitallers, that the king in concert with 
* the grand mafter, ehofe out of them fome knights, 
^hom he incruftcd with the government of that 
kingdom, and who palled over thither with a body 
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of troops, capable of preventing and crufliing the* 
ill defigns of the malecontents. 

There happened fiiortly after, a furprizing revo- 
lution in the empire, and at Conftantinople, which 
drew likeways a great number of hofpitailers to 
that capital. For the better underftanding fo ex- 
traordinary an event, it reuft be oblerved, that the 
fpirit of crufading, noewithftanding fuch a feries of 
ill fuccefs as we have mentioned, ftili reigned ia 
France. By the perfuafion and moving difcourfcs 
of the minifter of Neuilli, an infinite number of 
princes, lords' and gentlemen, put on the crofs un- 
der the command of the marquefs of Montferrat* 
an excellent general, and brother to the prince of 
the fame name, who made that noble defence a- 
gainft Saladine at the fiege of Tyre. The difficult 
ty Was, how to get this new army of the crufadf 
into the Levant. 

Experience had {hewn, that the way by land 
through the territories of the Greek and Maho- 
metan princes, was equally diffic ult and dangerous* 
To avoid this inconvenience, the principal lords of 
the crulade fent deputies to Henry Dandalo, duke 
or doge ot Venice, propofing to him, in configu- 
ration of a futn of money to be agreed on, and 
paid before hand, to furnifh (hips for tran (porting 
their army to St John d’Acre, They entered into 
a negotiation upon this iubjedt and agreed ar iaft, 
by a fblcmn treaty, that in confideration of etgntf 
five thoui'and merles or fiiver, the republuk fhould 
be obliged to traafport four thousand knights c# 
cfquires, and twenty thoulaod foot into Syria, with 
their arms, and all the necelFtry provifions and am- 
munition. The Venetians acquitted themfclves of 
all the conditions of this treaty* and furnifh&d even 
a much greater number of vefleis and {hips than 
they were obliged to, that they might not look !ike 
mere paffingers in this voyage; and to have fome 
{bare in the merit of the crulade, they fitted our, 

at 
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at their own expen ce,^fifty galleys, with good land 
forces on board ; and the ddge, though fourfeorc 
years old, and decayed in his fight, was to mount 
the admiral, and make the voyage as one of the 
trufade. 

i There was nothing now that hindered thofe 

I nch princes and noblemen from letting fail but 
t of money ; but it happens frequently, through, 
dents not to be forefeen, that it is not fo eafy to 
me a treaty as to fign it. A great many of the 
ich, to avoid paying their quota of the contri* 
on agreed on, had, inftead of going to Venice, 
tfrked at Marfeilles and different ports of Italy ; 
tat the princes and noblemen who came at the 
l of the army to Venice, after felling their plate, 
[chains and rings, could rai?e only fifty thou- 
Ibierks of filver; and for want of the thirty 
thoufand remaining, the treaty was in danger 
Mtoking off, and this holy defign of mifearry- 
[>when the zeal, magnanimity and ability of the 
|c provided for all difficulties, and brought on 
Waffair again. 

When we fee the condu& of this illuftrious doge 
l the relation of Geoffrey de Villehardouin, # it 
hard to determine which ought moft to be ad- 
red, either his profound fagacity in council, or 
i wonderful fkill and contrivance in managing the 
topers of men. Attentive always to the intereft 
his country, and ft ill more to his own glory, he 
*pofed, for the advancement of both, and in 
tarn with the great council of the republick, to 
Charge the crufade of the thirty five thoufand 
ferks remaining, upon condition, that after their 
pinkation, and before they left the European 
pi* they would, by the way, affift him in reduce- 
igthc town of Zara in Dalmatia, which was part 
K the old demefne of the republick, but had fome 
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time before, out of a turbulent humour, revolted 
to Bela king of Hungary. Part of the gentlemen 
of the crufade, and efpecially the pope’s legates, 
with fome priefts and monks, put fcruples into the 
foldicry, as if it was unlawful to employ againft 
Chriilians the arms which were defigned againft 
the infidels. But as it was impoflible to go without 
the Venetian fleet, as the fedition and revolt of the 
inhabitants of Zara was a dangerous precedent, and 
moreover, as the princes of the crufade might be 
ufeful to obtain reafonablc conditions for them, 
the doge’s propofal was accepted. \ hey let fail, 
and after a favourable voyage, landed in 
1202. Dalmatia, and invefted Zara. The place 
Nov. lo.did not hold out long againft fo confider- 
able an army ; the inhabitants opened their 
gates to their old mailers ; b^it this diverlion ha- 
ving fpent the feafon proper for their paflage into 
Paleftine, they were obliged to winter in Dalmatia. 

Upon the approach of fpring, the army of the 
crufade was preparing to re-imbark, when there ar- 
rived embafladois from Alexis Comnenus, whofc 
filler Irene was married to Philip duke of Suabia, 
and emperor ele£l of Germany. The Greek prince 
fent thele deputies to folicit the princes, as they had 
employed their arms in favour of the Venetians, 
to make the like enterprize for relloring his father, 
the emperor Il'aac Angelus, to the throne of Con- 
ftantinople, another Alexis, brother to that em- 
peror, having deprived him of his crown, and keep- 
ing him (hut up in a dungeon \ a new incident that 
requires a fuller explanation. 

We have obferved in feveral places of this work* 
and it is plain from the original hiilorians, that the 
ambition and treachery of moll of the Greek prin* 
ces had made the throne of Conftantinople a fenc 
of the tnoft bloody tragedies. The emperor Man- 
uel Comnenus, that perfidious prince, who, in con- 
cert with the infidels, procured the deftruftion of 
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the emperor Conrad the third’s army, dying after 
a reign of confiderable length, left the empire to 
his Ion, a young prince haidiy thirteen years old, 
contradhd to Anne or Agnes of France, daughter 
of Louis VII king of France. But after a reign 
of three months, it we may give that name to »he 
government of fo young a prince, wh > wa himlclf 
governed by prince Andr.onicus his uncle or coufin, 
the traiterous Andronicus caufed him to be ftran- 
glcd, and feized the empire. 

Ifaac Angelus, of the lame houfe o r the 
Comneni, but only by the female fide un- 1 19J. 
der pretence of revenging the young cm 
peror’s death, furprized the tyrant, got him into 
his power, and after putting hitn to death, wi i h the 
moft cruel tortures, fet up himfeif tor emperor. 
He had reigned already near ten years, when his 
brother Alexis, whom he had ranfomed out of 
captivity among the infidels, formed a dangerous 
confpiracy againft him, leiztd his perfon, and de- 
prived him at once of his fight and crown. Young 
Alexis, Ifaac’s lbn, made his elcape, and, to lecure 
himfeif againft his uncle’s cruelty, took refuge at 
the court of the emperor Philip ot bwabia. Philip, 
hufy in oppofing Otho of Saxony, his competitor 
for the empire, was not in a condition to give 
young Alexis any confiderable luccour: but thefe 
two princes, hearing with what facility the princes 
of the crufade had reduced Zara for the Venetians, 
flattered themfelvcs, that it was not impoffible to 
cogage them, in their behalf, to turn their arms a- 
gainft the ufurptr. With this view, whilft the 
Chrifiian army was ftill in Dalmatia, young Alexis 
ftnt embafiadors to implore their afilftance againft 
a tyrant and a traitor, who had dethroned his own 
brother, and kept him loaded wiih irons, and bur- 
ned a$ it were in a dungeon. Thefe motives, of 
fuch a' nature as could not but move the generofity 
of the princes of the eiufade, were feconded by of- 
fers of confiderable fums ; and young Alexis pro- 
Vot, L U miied, 
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xnifed, after the emperor his father’s reftoration, to 
put on the crofs, and join the Chriftian army with j 
ten thoufand men. 

The French and Venetian nobility, of 
1202. which that army was compofed, reflecting - 
that the laft crufades of Europe had miicar- 
ried only through the perfidioufnefs of the Greek 
princes, and that fo long as they could not be allur- 
ed of Conftantinople, and of the ftreight which 
joins Europe in a manner with Alia, it would be ah 
moft hnpra&icable to tranfport the chiefs of the 
crufade into Pale^ine, and maintain them there^ 
entered into a negotiation with the embafiadors. 
The doge, intruded with the common intereftsof 
both nations, managed it with his ufual capacity, 
and after feveral conferences, came to an agree- 
ment with the miniflers of the Greek prince, tint 
in cafe the princes of the crufade * reftored the 
emperor Ifaac to his throne, the father and ftm 
fhould pay the Latins two hundred thoufand rnerkt 
of fiber for the charge of the war ; that young , 
Alexis fliould join their army in perfon, and march j 
with them into the eall ; or elfe, if the intereft of 
the emperor his father detained him at Conftanu* 
nople, they fhould fend a reinforcement of ten 
thoufand men of their belt troops, with a year’s 
pay advanced ; and that in order to fecure the con- 
quells which they hoped to gain either in Egypt or 
Paleftine, they IhoulJ always maintain a Itandiog 
body of five hundred horfe there at their expense. 
The princes, out of a religious motive, and to en- 
gage the pope, the primum mobile of the crufades, 
to allow of this diverfion, infilled like ways, that 
the embafiadors Ihould oblige tbemfeives, by this 
treaty in their mailer’s name, in cafe God blefied 
the arms of the crufade with fuccefs, to exert their 
authority, and ufe all their endeavours to put an 

* Nangis ad Ad, 1203. 

cod 
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end to th£ fchifm, and bring the Greek church un- 
der fubjedfcion to that ot Rome. The embaffhdors 
having no other refource, fubfcribed to every thing, 
and returned into Germany, from whence prince 
Alexis fet out immediately, andxame with the ut- 
mo(V expedition to Dalmatia, and upon his arrival, 
ratified the treaty made by his embafladors with 
the princes of the crufade. 

Thefe Latin adventurers, if we may give that 
name to the princes and noblemen that compofed 
&is little army, finding their own private intereft as 
well as that^ of religion in this treaty, fet fail with a 
favourable wind, and, landing in the territories of 
the Greek emperor, advanced up to the walls of 
Conftaniinople. bix thoufand French, and about 
eight thoufand Venetians, in a foteignland, and an 
enemy’s country, without provifions, or any other 
fcccour but their courage and their arms under- 
took the liege of- the capital of a great empire, in 
which it i> fa id, there were not fewer than two 
hundred thouland men armed for it s defence. Tne 
foldkrs of the <rufdde made lever al attacks 
both by fca and land; all the leaders did 1203. 
Wond rs ; and particularly the illuftrious 
doge of Venice, then above eighty years of age ; 
and though his fight was almoft gone, he put him- 
feb at the head of his troops where, by his exam- 
ple ftiU more than by his words, he animated his 
roen, gave the proper ordeis, and commanded in 
tke action, The Greeks on the other hand lined 
the wall' with archers and foldiers, who, with 
lowers of arrows, ftones and fire- works, repulfed 
the befiegers, and there was no appearance that a 
bandful of Latins could carry a place defended by 
an inutneiable multitude of people. But the ui'ur- 
P^ r *> ftung with the remorle of his conicience, and 
ftill more uneafy with the fear of being delivered up 

• Alexis in, 
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by fomc fecret enemies to the lords of the crufade, ; 
fled away by night in a bark with his family and! 
treafures, and his flight made the foldiers and in* 
habitants drop their arms, and open their gates to 
the Latins ; the felf-fame day a tyrant deferting his 
own army, and become a fugitive, the lawful prince 
delivered out of prifon and re-eftablilhedon the 
throne, and the courtiers with the principal citizens ■ 
applauding a fuccefs which the evening before they 
had oppofed with all their forces. The firft care 
of the old emperor was to make prince Alexis his 
fon partner with him in the empire. This cere* 
mony was performed on Augufl: 1. 1203. The! 
chiefs of the crufade attended him afterwards into 
moft of the provinces of the empire, where they j 
eftabliflied his authority.- But they were ill record 
penfed for it : Alexis feeing himfelf quiet on the J 
throne, put off, under various pretences, paying j 
the fums he was obliged to by the treaty. His wiles 
were his ruin. The Greeks, afraid of being made 
fubjeft to the church of Rome, hated him, and the 
breach of his word rendered him odious to thofe 
of the crufade. 

A prince of the family of Ducas, called MurzuH 
phle, becaufe of his thick eye brows which 
J204. met together, formed a defign to dethrone 
him : he got by bafe compliances, and a 
continued feries of flattery, the afcendant over his 
mind: he governed the empire absolutely, and at 
the fame time that he perfuaded the prince not to 
comply with the demands of the Latins, his emif* 
faries gave out, that the emperor detained them at 
the gates of Conftantinople. only to force the inha* 
bitants to acknowledge the pope's authority. The 
people hereupon mutiny, run to arms, and cry, that | 
Alexis ought to be depo fed. The emperor Ilaac , 
hi? father, worn out with years, died at that timo 
of grief, to fee his misfortunes break out afrefh: 
Alexis in contulion applies to his benefadtors, and 

conjures 



Digitized by Google 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA, 233 

coftjures them, to fend fome of their troops into the 
city for his fecuri y , The marquis of Montferrat* 
forgetting his ingratitude, pron iitd to come to his 
relief; and it was agreed, that one of the gates of 
the city fhoukhbe kept open for him the night fol- 
lowing. The perfidious Muizulphle gives private 
nodce of it to the mutineers ; this news encreafes 
the uproar ; the whole city take up arms, and re- 
folve to elect a new emperor. Muizulphle, the (1- 
lent ringleader of the revolt, mift rutting the incon- 
ftancy of the people, to make a trial of the danger, 
caufed a young man of great birth but no intereft 
to be chofen emperor. His name was Nicholas 
Canabe. The falfe Muizulphle, feeing all the 
people out of averlion to his nephew, running in 
to put the crown upon his idol, fecretly fecures the 
perl’on of that phantom of an emperor, and goes 
at night to the palice, awakens the prince, and ad- 
vifes him to withdraw from the fury of a mutinous 
populace, that were in queft of him, as he faid, to 
put him to death. The young emperor abandons 
himfdf to bis perfidious advice, follows him ; and 
Murzulphle, under pretence of concealing him, car- 
ries him into a lonefome part of the palace, where 
the unhappy prince, a9 foon as he entered, was 
feized and put in irons. The ufurper ftrips hini 
of his bufkins wrought with eagles, ;nd the other 
marks of the imperial dignity, puts them on him- 
ftlf, and, attended with his relations and accom- 
plices, prefents himfiif to the people, exhorts fhem 
to break off all correfpondence with the Latins, 
and propofes to make a war upon them. This dif- 
courfe, which flittered the animofity of the unruly 
multitude, is received with great applaufe. They 
proclaim him emperor on the <pot « and not to let 
the zeal of the people cool, he gets himfelf crown- 
ed. Hiftory does not tell us what became of poor 
Canabe, who difappeared at once, and was never 
heard of afterwards. As to the emperor Alexis, 
U 3 whofe 
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whofe life gave him great uneafinefs, he twice to- 
gether caufed poifon to be mixed with that prince's 
food ; but the poifon not working quick enough, 
this barbarous wretch, impatient to be rid of him, 
went into the dungeon where he was fhut up, and I 
ftrangled him with his own hands. 1 

How juft an indignation foever the lords of the 
crufade had again young Alexis, yet they lamented 
his unhappy fate, and refolved to revenge his death. 
War was proclaimed againft the tyrant, who made 
preparations to carry it on, and put the inhabitants - 
in arms. The troops of the crufade laid fiege to 1 
the place a fecond time ; they brought the fame 
courage to the enterprise; and, without amufing 
themfelvcs with the ordinary forms of war, they 
attempted a fealado; and after a combat, which 
lafted almoft the whole day, they feized upon fome 
towers, where they fortified tbemfelves during the 
night. They were refolved to carry on the attack 
at break of day, but were agreeably furprized by 
fome of the inhabitants, who informed them that 
the ufurper was fled. In the morning they renew- . 
ed their attack, when the weak reflftance they met 
with, and the terrible diforder and confufion the 
<;ity was in, made them foon fenfible that the fur- 
prizing news was true. The French and Venetians 
enter Conftantinople fword in hand, break into the 
palace and houfes of the principal nobility, and 
commit all thofe diforders, which are the ordinary 
cflvdls of the fury and greedinefs of the foldiery. 

The next bufineis was to elctft an emperor The 
chiefs of the crufade referred the choice to twelve 
electors, (ix of them French, and fix Venetians; 
and it was agreed, that whatever nation the empe- 
ror was of, the patriarch fhould be taken out of the 
other If the doge had been a competitor for the 
empire, it is certain he would have had the beft in* 
tereft. But that wife prince, eonfidering that the 
imperial dignity in a Venetian would be the ruifl 
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•f 'a repubJick government, renounced it both for 
himfclf and his nation ; To that there was nothing 
[more to do, but to make a good choice among the 
iPrench, and other nations that competed the army, 
j&lo/l of the votes feemtd detei mined in ta\our of 
jthe marque fs of Montferrat; and indeed it looked 
g$ if they could not without injuttice rtfuie that 
(fegnity to a prince, whom they had chofen already 
0M of fo many others, to be their own general, 
who, by his valour and conduct, had made 
matters of Conttantinople. But the politick 
ge, dreading his great qualities, and atraid of fee- 
| the empire united to the dominion- which that 
ace was already poflefled of in Italy, determined 
: of the ele&ors in favour of Baldwin count of 
pders, from whom there was no fuch danger to 
pprehended. That prince was crowned with 
tfolemnity in the church of Sr. Sophia. Tho* 

1 Morofini was chofen patriarch of Conftarui- 
Oplc; and the marquds of Montferrat had afrer- 
ards for his ttiare the kingdom of Thcfialonica, 
nd the Venetians moft of the ifhnds of the Ar- 
chipelago. 

Baldwin could not be ignorant of the avertton 
(irhich his new fubje&s had to the government of a 

S ince fubjtft to the church of Rome. To re- 
eve this prejudice, and bring them to an unifor- 
mity of belief, lo necefiaiy to the tranquillity of a 
ftate, he procured from Pope Innocent * fomt cler- 
gy and monks, rtmarkable for their learning and 
virtue, who ufed their endeavours to put an end to 
the fchifm, and unite the two churches. He in- 
vited at the fame time the hoipitallers of St. John v 
into his dominions, gave them confiderable tftates 
in the provinces which held of the empire, and re- 
ftored them the pofieflion of the two houfes which 
they had in Conttantinople, till the uliuper An- 

* Sec the epiftles q ( Innocent III. Books 13. 14. 15. and 16. 

drouictfs 
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dronicus drove them thence. Geoffrev de Yille- 
hardouin, marflial of Champagne and Romania, 
tells us in his hiftory, that Matthieu de Montmo- 
rency, one of the chief leaders of the crufade, dy- 
ing in this famous expedition, was buried at Con- 
ftantinople in the church of St. John of the hof- 
pital of Jerufalem f . 

There was not a chriftian prince within either 
AAa or Europe, but would have fome hofpitallers 
in his dominions. Magnihcent hofpitals and 
churches were at that time built for them at Flo- 
rence, Fifa and Verona. Belides thefe foundations 
for the knights, the hofpital nuns of the fame or- 
der had fome conAderabie houfes in thole three ci- 
ties, in which thefe pious fillers made piety, chari- 
ty, and all chrifti in vh rues fl ourith. We mu ft not 
Omit to mention here the’ blcfTed After Uoaldina, 
whofe memory is held in Angular veneration at P b 
fd, and over all the order. This holy nun was 
born about the middle or the twelfth century, at 
the caftle of Calcinaya, in the county of Pifa. Ai 
foon as fhe was of age to chufe for herfelf, fte 
took the habit, and profefled herfelf in. the houfe 
of St, John de Pilo. Nature formed her generous 
and benericem ; grace rendered her charitable : Aid 
was the mother of the poor ; the Ack met with a 
relief alwiys at hand in her afiiduous care; there 
Was no kind of mifery but fhe brought a remedy 
for it, or gave confolation under it : and when her 
duties allowed her fome moments to herftdf, Ait 
fpent them before the crofs, and in a continual me- 
ditation upon the death and paflion of our divine 
Saviour. 

■f* Lors lor avint une mu’t grant mefavanture en 1’oft que M«hioS 
de Montmorency qui ?re ua dcs meilloie chevalier del»oyaum£de 
Franc?, et des pins prifiez et de° plu- amez fu mors, et ec t\l -rant 
diels et grant domages, un dt $ gr.* goors qui a-int in Toff, d'un fad 
home, et etiterrez en une y*; tfe de Monleignor St. Jchan de 
l’hopittl de Jcrukleqj, Vilk-hardouin, p. 80, 

That 
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That fhe might be worthy to partake of the bene- 
fits of that great my fiery, (he crucified her body 
with furpriting aufterities. From the time of her 
profeffion fhe never left off her hair-cloth, a board 
ferved for her bed, her fallings were continual, her 
food bread and water, with a few roots : fhe was 
particularly induftrious in her penances ; {he fought 
eagerly after all occafions of pra&ifing fome fecret 
mortification ; had {he a tafte, a bias, a natural 
inclination or averfion for any thing, as foon as 
Ihe perceived ir, all was facrificed ; {lie was, as we 
may fay, a continual martyr; and if her fex and 
profeffion did not allow her to bear a {hare with 
the knights ber brethren in the torments to which 
they were expofed, when they fell into the hands 
of the infidels, it maybe faid, that by the pious 
cruelties wherewith (he mortified her body, {hfc 
was their companion in fufferings, and the cro(s 
which {he wore outwardty, was not fo much an 
ornament as a mark and character of that which 
file had fo deeply engraved in her heart. Having 
lived in a continual exercife of thefe vir- 
tues, the bleffed Ubaldinadied about A. D. 1206. 
1206. The authors of her life mention 
feveral miracles which it plea fed God to werk by 
her intercefiion ; but the firft and greateft of all 
was a lively faith, *n unbounded charity, a fpirit of 
mortification, and that combination of virtues of 
which, for the honour of the order of St. John, 
it may be faid, there were at that time very emi- 
nent examples. 

We have feen above, that the grand mafler, at 
the requeft of Amaury de Lufignan, king of Cy- 
prus, and at the pope’s recommendation, had fent 
a body of knights into that ifland, to keep the fubr 
J' tts thereof in the obedience they owed their fove- 
reign. That prince, king of Cyprus, and king 
likeways of Jerufalem in right of Queen Ifabel his 
wife, died this year without any ifl'ue by her ; and 
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the queen outliving him but a few days, the tw« 
crowns, which by thir marriage had* been' unit- 
ed upon their head.-, were divided again by their 
death 

Mary, the elded daughter of queen Ifabel, and 
Gonrad of Mont f errat, prince of Tyre, her fecond 
hufband, was acknowledged heirefs of the crown 
of Jerufalem i and Hugh de Lufignan, fon to A- 
itiaury. by his firft wife, fucceeded the king his father 
in the crown of Cyprus. This young prince married 
the princefs Alice, halffidertoMary, by the mother’s 
itde,aod daughter of Ifabei and Henry count of Cham- 
pagne her tmrd hufband. The Chriftians of Pa- 
leflioe, finding themlelves deftitute of a fovereigo, 
who was as nec< fftry to keep the great lords of the 
kingdom in their duty, as he was to oppofe the 
arms of the infidels, ftmt the bifhop of Acre, aa & 
Aimar, lord of Cxfarea in right ot his wife, if 
their deputies to king Philip Auguftus, to dtffirt 
him to itcommend a hufband to them, for the 
young queen of Jerufalem, that would be capable 
of defending her dominions. 

The king named them Johnde Brienne. a young 
nobleman full of valour, wife, capable of govern- 
ing a flate, and of commanding an army, mchaone 
indeed as the prefling occa&ons of the Holy Land, 
and a tottering throne required; The young 
count, not confidering the vad number of enemies 
wherewith that little kingdom was encompaffed, 
differed himlelf to be dazzled with the empty title 
of king, and the circumdance of owing it entirely 
to his own n erit- ami reputation. He received the 
king’s propofa! with all due acknowledgements, 
and having taken fuch meafures as he thought ne- 
ceffary with the ambiffadors of Paleftine, he fent 
them away before him, charging them to aflUre 
the queen and grandees of the kingdom, that he 
would come to Acre with a formidable army, and 
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in a condition, after the truce was expired, to be- 
gin the war again with fuccels. 

The embafladors, returning into the eaft, gave 
out, that the count de Brienne would arrive imme- 
diately at the head of a powerful crufade, compos- 
ed of the moil warlike nations of Europe, anil 
commanded moft of them by their own Sovereigns. 
They even named the princes who had put on the 
crofs, the number of their troops, and the fleets 
they were to put to fea. The noife of this arm^ 
, went, which they were magnifying continually, as 
it commonly happens in Speaking of thing** at adifc 
teoce, and Such as flatter our hopes, raifed the 
courage of the Chriftians, and alarmed the infidels. 
Safadine propoled to the council of regency to pro- 
long the truce, offering in that cafe to reftore them 
ten fuch towns or caftles as lay moil for the conve- 
nience of the Chriftians. 

The grand mafter of the hofpitallers, who, by 
the knowledge he had of the affairs of Europe^ 
did not fee that any fuch mighty fuccours could be 
fent, as the embafladors gave them hopes of, *wai 
of opinion, that they fliouid make their advantage 
of the fear of the infidels, and accept the trace 
they had propofed. The mafter of the Teutonick 
order, and moft of the lords and barons of the 
c ountry were of the fame fentiments; but the grand 
wafter of the templars and the prelates op- 
polled it, though, fays Sanut *, the advice of 
the grand mafter of the hofpitallers was 
ttrtafoly beft. The very propofing of it indeed by 
the hofpitallers was a fufficient reafon to make the 
Jenaplars contradict it. This grand mafter of the 
hofpitallers died about A. D. 1206. The hiftori- 

* Magiftri qucxjtic hoifitalis et Alamanftorun ctmltique harones 
prolongarc villcnt ; magifter taraen templi, ac prelati, licet 
milium raincme iflcnfcrunt, M«r > Sanut* c* 3 • p* xo6, 
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ans of that time do not acquaint us with his extrac- 
tion ; but there is in Touraine a very ancient and 
noble family of the name of Rat, from which, in 
til probability, this grand matter was defcended. 

The order chofe in his place bro- 
Gufrih de ther Guerin deMontaigu, a French 
Montaigu. man by nation, and of the lan- 
guage of Auvergne, who, in a 
fhort time after his' eledlion, did confiderable fer- 
vice to the Greek Ghriftians of Armenia Minor. 

Pope Innocent III. writing to the bifhops of 
France, reprefcnts to them, in one of his letters, 
the miferable ftate of the Latin Chriftians of the 
eaft, according to the advices he had received from 
thofe parts. The iovereign pontiff adds *, that, to 
make the misfortune ftill greater, Raimond count 
of Tripoli, fecond fon to Bohemund III. prince of 
Antioch, and Leo king of Armenia, conteftedfbr 
the fucctflion of that principality, even before the 
fovcreign’s death; that the inhabitants of Antioch, 
fupported by the templars, had declared themfelves 
for the count, and the hofpitallers had taken the 
king’s part ; that the infidels too had engaged in 
the quarrel to make their advantage of it ; that the 
fultan of Aleppo was raifing forces in favour of the 
count of Tripoli ; that Dennequin, another Tur- 
kifh prince, was leading a confiderable fuccour to 
the king of Armenia ; and, what is more deplor- 
able, continues the pontiff, Safadine, fultan of K- 
gypt and Damafcus, the mighiitft of all the infi- 
dels, has levied numerous armies, without declar- 
ing as yet in favour of any party, and, -in all ap- 
pearance, with a view to make his advantage of all 
events, and to raife his empire on the ruin of 
both. 

We have obferved already, that of the marriage 


• Ep. 271. vide Ep. 370. ejufdem. qu« extat apud. Rog. Ho*, 
ffl. 454, tdit, Lond. an, 1598. 
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contr* Red between young Bohemund, eldeft Ton of 
the prince of Antioch, and Alice, daughter to 
Rupin of the mountain, there was iffiie a Ion, nam- 
ed alfoRupin, who, after the death of young Bo- 
hemund his father, purfuant to the treaty of peace 
made with Leo king of Armenia, his great uncle, 
had been declared by old Bohemund his grandfa- 
ther preemptive heir of his dominions. But Kai- 
mond count of Tripoli, fecond fon to old Bohe- 
mund, pretended, that luch declaration ought not 
to take* place, and that the right of (ucceffion, im- 
1 mediately after the prince his father’s death be- 
longed to him, and not to his nephew r* thefe were 
the pretenfions of the two contending parties. 

The king of Armenia, though brought up in 
the fchifrn, feeing his dominions furrounded by 
thofe of the Latin princes, pretended to reconcile 
hindelf to the catholick church. He had wrote fe- 
deral times to the pope, to declare, that he ac- 
knowledged his authority, and had likeways oblig- 
ed his patriarch, whom the Armenians call the Ca- 
tholick, to take the like (lep. But to fpeak the 
truth, this union was only temporary, and the pre- 
tended fubmiflion of the Armenians lafted no lon- 
ger than they had need of the protettion of the ho- 
ly fee. 

Livron renewed his proteRations at this jun£ture, 
and at the fame time made prefling inftances to In- 
nocent, intreating him to require the templars to 
make no more opposition to the rights of his ne- 
phew, but to conform themfelvts to the conduit of 
the hofpitallers, who, (aid he, after being convin- 
ced of thejuitice of young Rupin $ c'airu, had de- 
clared in his favour. This prince, in another let- 
ter, ddires the pope to interpofe his authority, that 
this great affair might be determined in an amicable 
manner, and begs, that he would be pleafed, to 
take upon hitnftlf the nomination ot impartial 
judges; aqaongft which, he particularly recorn- 

V ol. I. X mends 
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mends to him the grand mafter ofnbe hc*pital- 
iers. 

Whilft this difference was in agitation at the 
court of Rome, Soiiraan de Rovcniden 
1209 . fultan of Iconium, of the race of the Sd- 
geucidian Turcomans, entered Armenia, 
at the inftance of the count of Tripoli, and deftroy* 
cd all before him with fire and fword* Leo gave 
immediate advice of it to the pope ; and that pon- 
tiff, at his requeft, engaged the hofpitallers to un- 
dertake the defence of his dominions* The grand 
mafter de Montaigu drew a ftrong body into the 
fit Id and joined him ; upon which ihcy marched a- 
gainft: the fultan, and after feveral engagement?, 
and a bloody and obftinate battle, the Turcoman 
prince was defeated, his army cut in pieces, and 
thofe that efcaped from the fword of the con- 
querors, had great difficulty to get b.xk into JS- 
thynia, with the fultan who commanded them. 

The Armenian prince, either out of gratitude, 
or to engage the hofpitallers ftilimore clofely in hi 
interefts, granted them in properry the town of 
Saleph, with the fortreffes of Chateauneuf and 
Camard. He fent the deed of this grant to Pope 
Innocent 111. who confirmed it by his bull, bearing 
date in the thirteenth year of his pontificate. The 
Sovereign pontiff prevailed afterwards with the 
count of Tripoli, to agree to a truce with the king 
of Armenia, and ordered the two legates that he 
kept in the eaft, to force the refradlory fide to it b j 
all fpiritual methods, and to make ufe likewaysof 
the affiftance and arms of the hofpitallers, to main- 
tain peace in that part of Chriftendom, Prince 
Rupin, nephew to Livron, two years after matte 
the like application to Pope Honorius III. to ob- 
tain the affiftance of the hofpitallers, as may be 
feen in the brief of that pope. This was not the 
firft time that the popes had made ufe of the arms 
•f the hofpitallers in the eaft, againft princes that 
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did not think themfelvcs bound by the thunders 
af the Vate^an. 

Thofe pontiffs employed them no lefs ferviceably 
at the fame time againft the Moors and Saracens of 
Spain, and Mahomet Enacer Miramoulin, king of 
Morocco, having entered Caflile, at the head of a 
formidable army, brother Guttiire d’Ermegilde, 
prior of the hofpitallers of Gaftile, upon the or- 
ders he received from Rome and from the grand 
matter, came to offer his fervice to King Alphon-* 
fos VIII. at the head of a large number of knights, 
and of the vaflals of the order. 

Roderic, archbiffiop of Toledo, fpeaking of thefe 
knights in his hittory : the military brothers the 
hofpitaliers, fays that prelate *, inflamed with zeal, 
took up arms in this couutry, to maintain our ho- 
ly religion, and drive the infidels out of Spain. 

A famous French hofpitaller, called brother* 
Guerin, minifter of State to Philip Auguflus, and 
general of his army, rendered at the fame time fer- 
viccs every way as important to the church, and to J 
his country. ,He was brought up in this kingdom, 
ma dangerous* here fy, which, under pretence of a 
higher tpiritual perfection, undermined the foun- 
dations of religion. A clergyman of the diocefs of 
Chartres,. named Am aury* a fubtle logician, was * 
the author of it. At leaft Rigord, a contempora* 
r y hiftorian, affirms, that the difciples of this doc- 
tor maintained publickly, that as the laws of the 
old teftamem, given, as they faid, -by the eternal * 
father, had been aboiiftied by the gofpel and the 
new law of Jefus Chrift, lb this was to be fupprefled 
in its turn* by the law of charity, which was the 
work of the Holy Ghoft ; that under this law of 

* Fratres erjam miHuae hofpifalis, ' qui frftrnitatis caritati irfif- 
devote, tcJo fidd, et Terr* Sard* neceffitate arcenfi, defen- 
Janis gladium afTompferunt, Hi fub uao priore Gutcnio Ermegil-,. ‘ 
fjoUs* ToIetaJlus > ’*• *• h c. 3. f. 130. dc rebus Hif- 
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pure love, the ufe of the facraments was as trane- 
cefiary as that of the legal ceremonies of the old 
law. He added, that paradife and hell had no ex- 
igence but in the imagination of men ; that the 
plealure of doing good works was the true paradife, 
and that fin and ignorance made all our hell He 
required nothing of his followers, for the whole 
practice of religion, but only the love of God, the 
flame of which, he faid, was capable of purifying 
even adultery itfelf. 

Thefe errors, being fpread abroad by men of 
parts and eloquence, perverted great numbers of 
perfons, and particularly many women, who are 
always fond of novelty. Brother Guerin * of the 
order of the hofpitallers of St. John of Jerufalem, 
*who, in the reigns of Philip Auguftus and Louis 
VIII. his fon, had a great (hare in the govern- 
ment, employed his pains and authority to Aoptfce 
progrefs of this new left. He was one of the moft 
learned men of his age, and at the fame time the 
greateft officer of his nation ; and' it was not eafy 
to determine, whether, in the management of the 
ffate, his valour, or his piety and wifdom had the 
afeendant. During a vacancy of the dignity of 
chancellor, the king had appointed him to do the 
functions of it. The chancery being vacant, fays 

* HjhU cciafors aviez ou bon ve'que G2rin, 

P r D.eu et par Ton fens euftes moult d’aais,' 

Proudom fu, et l’Ajax fjachie certainment, 

Bien le feeut votre peres qui l'ama durement, 

Moult fu de haut confeil et de tous biens fu plains. 

F.tere bien entechiea de loyal cuer certains, 

Puis le tens Charlemaine, qui fu uu Arcevefques, 

Qu’cn apela, Turpin, ne fu fi bon EvefqOes 
Voluntieis efioijoit Tonorde fainte Eglife, 

Sire, et les vo^ droit s’gardoit il fans laintife. 

Moult I’ ama li bons Rois qui Felipes ot non 
Et aprei votre peres qui Dex face pauion, 

Kt la bon Roine l’amoit et tenoit chier, 

Qu’en votre cort n’ avoit nul meillor Confeillcr. 

‘J.i .vl/k, />. 165. in tie Sap:on oj Rtkeit de Sainae. iauX* 
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tfeehiftorian of that time # , this wife mmifter took 
care to have the principal leaders of thefe fanaticks 
punifiied ; there were fcveral that acknowledged 
their errors, and the moft obftinate went to join 
themfelves to the Albigenfes, a fort of Manichees, 
who admitted two principles, a good and an evil 
one, to which they a'cribed all the adlions of men. 
They were called Albigenfes, from the town of Al- 
bi in Languedoc, moft of the inhabitants of which 
were infected with this herefy. The pope, to extir- 
pate them the fhorteft way, caufed a new crufadc ‘ 
to be preached up againft them, annexing the fame 
indulgences to it as were granted for the war of the- 
Hoty Land, requiring from fuch as engaged in it 
Oaly forty days fervice. 

This eafy way of getting indulgences, drew an in- 
cite number ot the crufade into Languedoc, and 
deprived the Chriftians of the Holy Land of their 
fuccour ; which was the caufe why John de Brienne, 
at his fetting out for Jerufaleav, could not pofiibly ^ 
get together above three hundred knights, inftead 
of thole mighty armies, that werejo injure him an 
eafy entrance intoPaleftine. They were ftrangely (ur- , 
praed to fee him land at the pore of Acre, with fo 
fmall a company, fufficient indeed for the retinue 
ot a king, but contemptible in regard to the hopes 
that had been given them, and to the neceffities of 
the ft are. 

Neverthelefs that lord, after marrying the young 
queen, took the field, to fignalize his acccffion to 
the crown by fome action .worthy of his courage. 

He ravaged at firft all the frontiers of the enemy, 
and took fome cattles of fmall con fequence, but 
fcveral bodies of Sarazcns advancing to belet him, 
he was obliged to retire ; and thought it advantage 


# WgDrdas de O^ftis Philippi Aujufti Fran:. Regb. p. 208. ami 

UQj, 
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enough, to have made his cfcape from fuch mighty 
en.’nits. 

He wr te immediately to the pope, to give him 
an account in what condition he found the Holy 
Land, and added, that what they called the king- 
dom of Jerufalem, confided only in two or three 
places, which they could maintain no longer than 
the ivil wars lafted between the brother and Tons 
of baladine, and that unlefs a new crufade was lent 
into Paleltine, he fhi.uld foon be a king without! 
kingdom or lubj dls. 

Innocent w.«s lenfibly affefted with this fad news. 
That pontiff, like mod of his predeceffors, befides 
the zeal which made him intent upon the recovery 
of the Holy Land, intereded himlelf particularly ia 
thefe wars, whereof the popes were regarded as the 
heads, and wherein their legates pretended to com* 
xnand with an authority luperior to the . general^ 
and even the princes that engaged in thefe pious ct 
petitions; anew loJrt of fovereignty, unknown ia 
former ages, which, under pretence of oppofing 
the invafions of infrdels, fubjefted vad armies of 
Chridians to the pope’s orders, and in many in- 
dances when lovereigns were at the head of them.! 

The pope, full of thefe great views, and defin- 
ing to fuccour the new king of Jerufalem, was 
thoroughly perfuaded, that nothing but a new cru- 
fade could bring thofe numerous armies into the 
field, that were the terror of the barbarians. To 
raife therefore troops in mod of the dominions in 
Chridendom, he relolved, after the example of 
Urban II. the hid author of the crufades, to call a 
general council : and befides the bulls for that pur- 
pose, he caufed public notice to be given of it by a 
great number of ecciefiadicks and religious, who 
ipread themfelves over all Europe, and in their fer- 
Uions, cried up the merit of fuch vo.yages, and ex- 
aggerated perhaps a little too much the generalm- 
dulgences which were annexed to them. But the 
. execution 
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execution of this pious dcfign, was fufpend- 
ed by a formidable alliance made againft 1210. 
France, in which a great number of the fo- 
vereigns of Chriftendom were engaged. Thefe 
princes made preparations of war bn all tides, and 
when troops were every where in motion, the pope 
faw it was by no means proper to require any bi- 
Ihops to take a journey ; and- the rather, becaufe 
when they fhould be met together, they could not 
propofe at fuch a time to draw any fuccour from 
France and Germany, the fureft refources of all 
the crufades. 

Otho IV. emperor of Germany, was at the head 
of this league againft France; and among his allies 
were John king of England, the Counts of Flan- 
ders, Holland, Boulogne and Salifbury, natural 
brother to the King of England, Henry duke of 
Brabant, Frederic duke of Lorrain, Thibault count 
of Luxemburgh, and Philip de Courtenay, Mar- 
quis of Namur, fon of Pcfer dc Courtenay count 
ot Auxtrre. It may perhaps be furprifing to fee, 
among the enemies of France, the duke of Brabant, 
who was the king’s fon-in-law, the Count of Bar 
bis fubj< dt, whofc fon too was in the French fer- 
?ice, Ferrand de Portugal a vafial of the crown, to 
whom the king had given the heirefs of Flanders in 
marriage, and themarquefs of Namur; a prince of 
the royal blood ; nor could thefe princes be well 
excufed from the crime of defection and rebellion, 
if it was not known that fome of them held their 
principal territories under the empire; that they 
were feodataries of it, and that, if they had not 
joined the emperor’s army, that prince, who had 
invaded the Low Countries w th an army of an 
hundred thouland men, would have begun with 
Gripping them of their great fiefs. Hence it is, that 
the Count ot Bar, though a vaflal ot the crown, to 
preterve the county of Luxemburgh, was obliged, 
contrary to his inclination! to furniih his quota of 

troops 
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troops to the emperor, .and lead them in perfon tc 
the imperial camp. 

The principal chiefs of this alliance were fo per* 
fuaded, that the king could not refid them, thai 
they had beforehand divided his dominions amongfi 
them, and difmembered the fined provinces of thfl 
great kingdom from the body of the monarchy. 

The emperor indeed had refcrved the fovereigoq 
in chief, and the fupreme demefne of the crown tt 
hicnftlf; but the King of England claimed form 
fhare all the provinces about the Loire ; RenautMi 
Damartin count of Boulogne, a lecret enemy to dl 
king, and the warmed promoter of the league* 
fet his heart on the Vcrmandois and the neighbdB 
ing provinces, which lay convenient for him, « 
the Count of Flanders was promded Paris, 
of France, -and that part of Picardy which adjofl 
to Paris. ^ 

This was, as we may fay, to fell the bear’inH 
before he was killed ; thefe princes had to dovifl 
an enemy not eafy to be beaten. Philip II. kingfl 
France, fo judly ftiled Auguftus by pofej 
1214. rity, without being daunted at the numbd 
and force of his enemies, advanced tow-aril 
Peronne, at the head of forty thoufand men, mofl 
of them well difciplined troops, beiuks thirty fed 
thoufand militia, drawn oat of the neighbouring 
provinces, which formed a large body of infantry* 
Mod of the princes and barons of the kingdom at- 
tended the king ; the gentry were fummoncd, aft 
the gentlemen Sew to the fuecour of their country, 
and no other knights were as yet known, but fuck 
as had acquired that glorious title fay their valour, 
and had didinguiihed themfelves by uncommon 
bravery in the field.' 

The king of France, at the head of this brate 
gentry, thought himfeif invincible ; and though be 
had little more than fixty thoufand men in his arfflyi 
he refoived to carry the war into the enemy's con*' 

try; 
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fry; he left Peronne the twenty-third of July, fell 
into Flanders^ and encamped near Tournay. The 
emperor on the other hand advanced as far as 
Mortagne, which is but three leagues diftant from 
it, and intrenched ljiiufrlf there. Hefides above two 
hundred thoufand men that he had in his army, he 
was polled too advantageoufly to be forced in his 
camp. 

The king, to draw him out of bis intrenchments, 
made a motion towards Hainault. 1 he emperor 
taking this march for a flight, and fearing that in 
his retreat he fhould ravage the province of one of 
his allies, marched the fame way, and arrived in 
the plain of Bouvines, on Sunday July 27. The* 
king was come thither only fome hours before him;, 
and, as he thought of nothing but penetrating in- 
to Hainault, his vanguard had already pafled a 
bridge that he had laid over the Marque, when he 
was advertifed by his fcouts, that the allies were ad- 
vancing in order of battle, i, e. with ftandards dis- 
played, their horfes barded, and the ferjeants, a 
fort of dragoons attached to the fcrvice of the men 
of arms, ordered to difmount, and marching a foot 
before them. The king immediately difpatched the 
hofpitailer Guerin, whoa&ed as marlhal de battaile, 
to take a view of the enemy. The long experience 
he had acquired in the wars of the eafl, and the 
hurels he had gathered in a ferits of engagements 
with the infidels, made him fill that honourable* 
poll, without the lead jealoufy or envy from the 
greateft lords of the kingdom. 

Hiftory has not tranfmitted to us either his fur- 
fiame, or that of his family. It is certain, that as 
he was an hofpitailer of St. John, he muft have 
been of noble extra&ion : this is all wc can lay on 
that head. His piety and learning had occalioncd 
his being eledted bilhop of Seniis ; but he was not 
yet confecrated, and we are Going to ice on this oc- 
c *fion new proof? of his capacity in the art of war. 

Rigord, 
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Rigord, a contemporary hiftorian, who was in tie 
kind’s retinue, fpeaking of this knight, “ He was* 
“ lays he, a very brave officer, of admirable con* 
u duit, of a Heady* judgement, and fo great pepe* 
u tration, that he faw into all events that could 
happen.*' Le Breton, another contemporary hifto- 
rian, adds, 44 That he had the entire affc&ion and 
“ confidence of the king his matter, and was the 
•* firft perfion in the kingdom after him-" Yet, fays 
Rigord, 44 though this illuftrious knight fhone with 
44 all the luftre that royal favour could give him, 
c< he never would, .in the height of his authority, 
quit the habit 6f his* order, which he wore al* 
44 ways under his armour. ” Such was this famous 
hofpitaller, who dki fo much honour to his nation 
and his order. The king, who depended* entity 
on him for the conduct of the army, having ordttv 
ed him, as we have juft faid,. to go and view. thee* 
nemy, he took Adam vifeount de Melun, one of 
the braveft noblemen in the kingdom, along with 
him ; and, putting himfelf at the bead of a bodyof 
horfe, he advanced to a rifing ground^ from whenco 
be difeovered the march and difpofition of the ar- 
my of the allies, and leaving the vilcount in that 
poft, with orders to amufe the enemy without en- 
gaging, he returned in all hafte to the king, and 
told him, that he was much miftaken, if he was 
not going to be attacked by the emperor. 

Philip immediately called a council of war. ft 
was there debated, whether the troops fhould con- 
tinue to pafs the river, or whether the vanguard 
that had crofted it, fhould not be ordered to -march 
back again, and give battle to the enemy. M oft of 
the general officers were of opinion, that they 
fhould avoid an engagement that day, becaufc it 
was an old cuttom of the nation, never to fight on 
a Sunday; they faid, the French had always maflC 
a fcruple of fhedding blood on that holy day; be* 
ides, the foldicrs. were fatigued with a long march; 
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rad the allies being To much fuperior in troops, it 
was proper to wait the coming up of the gentry, 
who were on their march to join the army; and 
therefore they ought to make all the troops pafi to 
the other fide ; that the river would ferve for a 
barrier, and the enemy would not hazard paffingk 
io fight of fo ftrong an army as the king’s. 

The hofpitaller Guerin, who, from his long ex- 
perience in the art of war, judged that they could 
hardly avoid an engagement, told them, that they 
debated about a matter wfyich was not in their pow- 
er; chat the enemy was too near, and, if they con* 
linucd pafiing the whole army over the river, th$y 
would expofe their rear and hindermoft troops to be 
cut in pieces. NevercheLefs, as he was ahnoft the 
only perfon of this opinion, and the emperors troops 
bad at that very moment made amotion, as if they 
would march towards Tournay, it was refolved, by 
a majority of voices to pafs over the river ; but the 
emperor’s army wheeling about, and falling at once 
upon the body commanded by the V i fcount de Me* 
iuo, fully juftified the foundnefsof Guerin’s judge* 
went. The king faw plainly, there was no avoid- 
ing an engagement ; fo the van was immediately, 
ordered to rtpafe the river, and the kqight, who 
ofted as mailhal de bataille, drew up the forces in 
order of battle, aligning every troop their proper 
poft. Superior in capacity to the enemy’s generals, 
be contrived to get the fun in his back, which dart- 
ing io the enemy’s eyes, afforded him the fame 
advantage, efpecially in the heat of the dog-days, 
*s Hannibal had againff the Romans at the battle 
of Cannae. The monk Rigord, the king’s chap- 
^in and phyfician, who in this battle kept always 
uear his matter’s perfon, fays, “ That he faw the 
11 hofpitaller Guerin, after having ranged the ar- 
<f my in battalia, ride among the ranks, pafs along 
the fquadrons and battalions, and exhort every 
0 one to fight :bravely for the defence of their king 

“ and 
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#t and country.” He adds, 4< That this illuftrious 
€t kniglu, after the fignal of battle was given, on 
%t account of his ele&ion to the bifhoprick of Sen- 
#< Its, would not engage among ihe combatants, 

but contented himfelf with giving his orders, 
f< and directing the different brigades of the army 
c< to be led on at the time there was occafion for 
u them.” 

There was fcare ever a battle in France difputed 
for fo long a time ; all clofcd in together, and 
fought with equal fur/; the king performed pro- 
digies of valour ; fix (core French gentlemen were 
killed by his fide; and he himlelf had like to have 
been loft; he received a ftroke of a lance in his 
throat ; his horfe was (lain under him, himfelf 
trampled under the horfes feet ; two fingle gentle- 
men, Montigny and Triftan, to fave their o^for, 
made him a rampart with their bodies, and fuftain- 
cd all the efforts •£ the enemy ; the king leaps up- 
on Triftan^s horfe ; and putting himfelf at the 
head of a body of his gentry that had juft come to 
his fuccour,- charges the enemy afrefh, and breaks 
through a fquadron of Germans that made head a- 
gamft him; nothing is able to ftand again ft the fu- 
ry of the French, who, before the eyes of their 
prince, and breathing vengeance for the danger he 
had run, make a terrible {laughter. They pu/hon; 
they pierce even to the perfon of the emperor, who 
was in the centre of that fquadron. De Trie gives 
him a thruft with his lance, which makes, his cui- 
rafs ufelefs ; Mauvoifin frizes the bridle of his 
horfe, and the young count of Bar, whofe father 
as count Luxemburg, was in the army of a Hies, 
feizes the emperor by the neck : Defbarrcs fenefchal 
of Anjou coining up, takes him by the middle to 
pull him off his horfe; all of them ambitious of 
the honour of taking an emperor prifoner : but the 
Germans coming up in fhoals to his fuccour, drive 
•ff the French, open him a way to retreat; and 

i that 
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that prince mounting a frefh horfe, ftiil ftunned 
with the danger he had been in, without an y regard 
to his glory, betakes himfelf to flight. The king 
feeing him ^gallop off*, could not help faying with a 
fmile, to the lords about him, u My friends, you’ll 
“ fee nothing more of him to day but his back.” 

The emperor, by his flight, carried off moft of 
the troops ; thofe whom their courage ftill kept in 
the field, and who refolved to difpute a viftory al- 
ready loft, were cut in pieces. The counts 
of Flanders, Boulogne and Sal-fbury, Eu- 1214. 
ftace of Hainault, an hofpitaller or St. John, 

Hugh Manges prefident of the emperor’s council, 
and thirty lords bannerets, were taken prifoners. 
Otho, defpifld by the Germans, abdicated after- 
wards the empire. The king of England, odious 
to his Jubje&s, pafled the reft of his days in a civil 
war; and the victory of Bov'mes, fo Exceeding 
glorious to Philip, reftored peace and tranquillity 
over all Europe. 

The pope, to improve the prefent calm, and en- 
gage the princes of the weft in a common league 
againft the infidels, called a general council at 
Rome, in the church of Lateran. This was the 
twelfth oecumenical one, and the fourth of 
Lateran. There were prefent at it four 12 i£, 
hundred and twelve bilhops, including two 
patriarchs *, and feventy one primates or metro- 
politans. There came thithtr embaffadors from 
Frederic II. king of Sicily, emperor eleft of Ger- 
m any, from Henry emperor of Conftantinople, 
from the kings of France, England, Hungary, Je- 
rufalem, Cyprus and Arragon. The pope opened 
the council with a very moving difeourfe, concern- 
,n g the lofs of the Holy Land, and the obligations 
that all Chriftians were under of endeavouring to 
Oliver it from the yoke of the infidela. •* That 


* Mitt. Paris, ad. an, X»j|, 
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44 land, fay he, which was watered with the blood 
4C of our divine Saviour, is prophaned, and the 
44 place where the of God was adored, is be- 
94 come a temple of the devil, what a fcandal and 
44 reproach is it, that the fon of Higar fhould ktep 
44 the mother of all the faithful in bondage ? We 
46 muft break her chains, my deareft brethren. I 
41 am ready to put myfelf at your head : \ give up 
44 myfelf entirely to your difpotal ; ready, if you 
44 think it proper, to go myfelf to kings, princes 
44 and people *, to try if I can, by the force of my 
” cries, engage them to take arms, and revenge 
44 the injuries done to the Saviour of mankind, 
“ who is now chafed out of the land which he pur. 
4; chafed with his blood, an'd in which he accom- 
44 plifhed the myfteries of our redemption.” 

His difeourfe drew tears from the wh61e aflembly. 
The princes and lords that were prefent, agrdtdun* 
.animoufly to put on the crofs ; and the fathers 
of the council made a particular decree, by which 
they fixed the rendezvous of the crufade on June 
I. A. D. 1217. 44 Then, fays the council, fuch as 

44 w ill pafs by fea fhall afiemble at Meffina or Brun- 
44 dufium, and the land armies fhall begin their 
44 march the fame day.* 

The bifhops, after breaking up, preached the cru- 
fade in their diocefes, with great zeal .and fucccfs. 
The emperor Frederic, Andrew king of Hungary, 
Leopold duke of Auftria, Louis duke of Bavaria, 
and an infinite number of princes and prelates, 
French, Hungarians, Dutch, Frieflanders and Nor- 
wegians, put on the crofs: but every one, at taking 
that badge of his engagement, referved to liimlHf 
the right of fixing the time of his departure for 
the H aly Land, and his flay in it, which he regu- 
lated according to the (late of his health, or fix- 
ation of his affairs, Thus the emperor, whom they 

• Cone. Lat, 4. Scrmo prim* 
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♦bought obliged to put himfelf at the head of the 
firft body of die crufade, was hindred by the trou- 
bles of Italy ; and befides, he had not yet received 
the crown of the empire at Rome ; a ceremony 
which the popes of thofe times had forced the prin- 
ces that were elefted emperors to fubmit to. 

Andrew, king of Hungary, was the firft that fet 
Out for the fuccour of the Holy Land, at 
the head of an army compofed of different 1216. 
nations He was a prince highly valuable . 
far his piety, and an extraordinary zeal for the ad? 
Quoiftration of juflice. He marched his army by 
land as Far as Venice, where he embarked for Con- 
ftaminople. This prince, before he left his domi- 
nions, received a letter from pope Honorius HI. 
Who, two years before, had fuccceded innocent ill. 
That pontiff exhorted him to undertake nothing 
h the war agiinft the infidels, without *he knovy- 
fcdge and advice of the grand mafter of the hof- 
fitaflerf. The king* in anfwer to this, told him, 
that he was fo well fatisfied of the graud roafter’s 
▼«flopr and capacity, that he had wrote to him al- 
ready agreeable to his hclinefs’s fentimenrs, and had 
defired him to meet him in the ifle of Cyprus, a- 
bout the feaft of our lady in September, 
as well to confer together upon mealures Sept. 8. 
relating to the champaign, as to take the 
benefit of the grand mafter’s (quadron, for his le- 
cturer arival in the port of Sr, John d’Acre. Thefe 
■eheum fiances we learn from the very brief which 
&15 pope fent to the grand mafter, and the whole 
■Order of the hofpitallers, exhorting them in 
mod preffing terms, to give the king of Hungary, 
Jthe duke of Auftin and all the leaders of the ar- 
j.my, their advice and the fuccour they might Hand 
b need of. 

, The king of Hungary, before he palled the Bof- 
,phorus, was obliged to ftay fome time at Conftan- 
Jtiuoplc, to wait the arrival of the Italians that en- 
Y 2 engaged 
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gaged in the cru fade, who were daily expeft^d. 
During his abode in that great city, there happen- 
ed in his dominions and in his own houfe, a fatal 
accident, which fhortened that prince's flay in the 
eaft, and made him lefs ferviceable to the Latin 
Chriftians of Paleftine. His majefty, when he was 
leaving his own territories, commited the regency 
of them to the palatine of the kingdom, named 
Bancbannus, ivhofe zeal and fidelity he had long 
experienced : he recommended to him at parting, 
to preferve peace with the princes his neighbours, 
and particularly to adminifter exaft juftice to all 
bis fubjefb, without regard to the birth or dignity 
of any perfbn whatfoever. The palatine, during 
the king's abfence, omitted nothing to make a (iiit- 
able return to the confidence he was honoured with; 
and whilft he was entirely taken up with the affairs 
of ftate, Jjis wife, a lady of admirable beauty, en- 
deavoured, by her conftant attendance about the 
queen, to divert the melancholy which the ab- 
fence of the king her hufband might occafion. 

Such was the firuation of the court of Hungary, 
when the count of Moravia arrived at it. He was 
the queen's brother, and £he loved him tenderly. 
Nothing was to be feen at firft, but feafts and di- 
Verfions 5 but in the fequel, the flattering poiion 
of love crept in among thele innocent amufements. 
The count of Moravia became delperately enamour- 
ed with the regent's wife, and had the aflurance to 
declare his p iffion to her. The lady, who was yet 
more virtuous than (he was beautiful, anfwered 
him only by the fternnefs of her looks. Rtfiftance 
produced its ufual effect, and the criminal defires 
of the count became thereupon but the more vio- 
lent. His paflion, which was gaining ground con- 
tinually, threw him at laft into a deep melancholy*: 
he cared no more for plays, diverfions, (hows, and 
all thole vain amufements, with which the great 
world fo ferioufly idle away their time : Solitude 
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was his only pleafure ; but the queen, out of a 
complaifance natural to w omen for this fort of ma- 
lady. to wean her brother from fo lonefome a way 
of life, made ufe of various pretences to keep the 
regent’s wife about her, or to lend for her whene- 
ver lhe removed from the palace. 1 he lady eafily 
law through the difhonourable motives of this feem^ 
ing fondnefs, and, to avoid all convcrfation with 
the count, feigned herielf for lome time to be ill ; 
bat that pretence being over, and her own birth, as 
well as her hulband’s quality, not allowing her ip 
^e ab.ent any longer from court, lhe returned tp 
the palace. The count, for fear of dilbbliging 
'her, difiembled hi- fentiments, and a behaviour, 
fell of refjpedt fucceeded in appearance to the vio- 
lence and evtravagancc of his pafilon. 

The regent’s wife, encouraged Dy this difereet 
Conduct, continued going to court # ; when the 
queen, under pretence of talking to her in private, 
64 he*i nto a bv-place of her apartment, where 
ftorting her in, the abandoned her to the criminal 
defires of her brother, who, by concert with the 
queen, was hid in the clolet. The regent’s wife 
went thence with coofufion in her looks, and re- 
fentment in her heart ; he immored herlelr in her 
houfe, where lhe did nothing but bewail in private 
the count’s villany and her own dilhonour. Bet 
the regent being one day about to take his place in 
her bed, the (ecret broke from her, and carried a- 
way by the excels of her anguilh, “ Do not come 
14 near me,' fir, lays lhe, lhedding at the fame time 
“ a torment of tears, but, quit a wife th.it is no 
** metre worthy of tne chalje embraces of her huf- 
“ band ; a vile wretch has violated your bed ; and 
M tde queen his lifter was not alhamed to betray 
“ an - deliver me up to his violence. I had befoi e 
“ now taken vengeance on myleU for their crime, 
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u if religion had not reftrained me from making 
<c away wirh myfelf. But that prohibition of the 
law does not regard an injured hufband : I am 
ct too criminal, fince I am deflowered : I a(k my 
c< death of vou as a favour, to keep me from fur- 
“ viving my flume and my diA^ncur.*’ 

The regent, though in the height of affliftion* 
and in all the »ury of refentment, told her, “ That 
c< an involuntary fault was rather a misfortune 
€t than 2 crime, and that the violence done to her 
c< body did not fully the purity of her foul ; that 
** he begged of her to be eafy, or at leaft to take 
€t care to conceal the oceafion of her forrow. A 
€( common imerelf. adds he, obliges us both to 
difiernble lo horrible an outrage, till we can re- 
4t venge it in a manner fuitable to the enormity of 
“ the ofivnee.” 

His deilgn was to make the count feel the firft 
effects of it ; bur hearing that he was gone away 
privately to return into his own couni ry, rh« regent, 
enraged, that his victim was efcapecf, turned all his 
rcientment againft the queen hcrlelf. He went to 
the palace, and pcr'uaded the queen to go into her 
elofet,- under pretence of (bowing her fome letters, 
which he laid he had received from the king. As 
foon as he law himfclf alone with her, after re- 
proaching her with the criminal correfpondence 
fhe had held with the count, and her treachery to 
his wife, the furious palatine plunged his dagger 
% in hir heart ; and going out of the cabinet in a 
rage, he pubfickly before the whole court proclaim- 
ed bis flume and his vengeance. 

, Whether it was furprize or refpe& that hindred 
thun, no body offered to meddle with him ; he 
mounted his horfe without any obflacle ; and ta- 
king lome noblemen with him, who had been wit- 
neffes of this fatal cataftrophe, he fet out for Con- 
ftanrinople, where be arrived before the king left 
that city* He went immediately to the palace 

where 
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where that prince dwelt, and prefenting himfelf 
before him, with an intrepidity hardly to be paral- 
leled, 44 Sir, fays he to him, when I received your 
♦ c laft orders at your leaving Hungary, you re- 
44 commended to me, in a particular manner, to 
“ do exaft juftice to all your fubje&s, without rc- 
<4 gard to any one’s rank or condition t I have done 
** it fo to mylelf; I have killed the queen your 
•« wife, who had proflitut^d mine ; and, far from 
44 fee king my fafety in an unworthy flight, I here 
“ bring you my head ; difpofe as you pleafe 
44 of my hfe ; but remember, that it is either by 
44 my life or death that you fubjtfts will judge of 
K your equity, and whether I am guilty or inno* 
44 cent.’* 

The king heard this furprifing difeourfe without 
interrupting him, and even without changing co- 
lour ; and when the regent had ended ‘ if the 
44 cafe be as you lay replies the prince to him, re- 
44 turn into Hungary, continue to adminifter juf- 
44 tice to my fubj<dls, with as much exiidtnds and 
44 feverity as you have done it to yourftif : I (hall 
44 ftay a fhort while in the Holy Land, and at my 
44 return 1 will examine upon the fpot whether 
44 your a&ion deierves commendation or pumlh- 
44 ment.” 

Thus Bonfinius, the hiftorian of Hungary, re- 
lates the fact : but Duglos, commonly called Lon- 
ginus, pretends, that the death of that princeis was 
caufed by a compiiacy of lome Hungarian Lords, 
who were incenled at the queen for bringing fomc 
German prince*-, her relntion?, to court, and giv- 
ing them the pri cipal polls of the kingdom. There 
are ot*her authors too, who maintain, that this 
princeis died before the king her hufband quitted 
Hungary to go to the Holy Land. 

Be that as it will, his majefty embarked foon 
after, and arrived without any obltaqjb in the 
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ifland of Cyprus. He found there the grand tnaf-j 
ter of the hofpitallcrs of St. John, with the princi- 
pal officers of his order ; anti after conferring withl 
them about the (fate of affairs in the eaft, he put 
to fea again with Hugh de Lufignan king of the 
rfland. They had a profpeious voyage; and, 
without meeting with any oppoiition from the in- 
fidels'in their pafl\ge, the whole Chrillian fleet ar- 
rived in the port of St. John d’Acre. The king of 
Hungary on his landing, would not lodge in the 
palace of the king of Jerufalem, which was made| 
ready for him, either to prevent any riifpute about 
the ceremonial among the ieveral princes then at 
Acre, c r becaufe the fatal death of the queen, and 
the tragical tircumftances that attended it, were 
true, as flonfinius pre ends, and the crime (he was 
accufed of, the vengeance that one of his fubjifls 
had dared to take of ir, and the doubt he was tor* 
mented with by fits as to the queen’s guilt and the 
regent’s fidelity ; all this hao thrown him into a 
deep melancholy. He rt died to the holpitallers, 
and near the grand mailer, whofe pious and folid 
difcourles were more agreeable to the temper of 
his mind. There is no deicribing the religious 
fentiments whicn that prince felt in feeing the cha- 
rity pradtifed in that holy houfe with regatd to rhe 
poor and pilgrims : and what ejicreafed his furprize 
and admiration, was to lee thofc knights lo fierce 
and dreadful, when armed in the field, become 
like other men In their houfe, and employ them- 
feives, in virtue of their obedience^ in all the moil 
humbling offices about the poor and lick. 

The king of Hungary would needs vifit .at the 
fame time the towns of Margat and Carac, which 
the hofpitallcrs ^ ere Hill mailers of : he found 
there the fame regularity and dilcipline, as in the 
principal hou e of St. John d’Acre, /. e. he law 
there a number of holy fiiars and brave foldierS, 
•all inflamed with zeal for the conqueft of the holy 

places. 
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places. There is indeed no reproaching thefe mi- 
litary friars with any thing, but a little too much 
nicenefs in regard to the templars, upon what the 
men of the world call the point, of honour. 

This prince delired to be admitted into the ordev 
as a brother, that fo he might partake in 
the good works of the hofpitallers *. He 1218. 
gave feven hundred merks of diver to the 
order for ever, to be levied every year upon the 
fait works of Saloch in Hungary ; and as the 
knights of Carac were continually in aflion againft 
the infidels, he fiipulated exprefsly in the deed of 
his grant, that of thefe feven hundred merks, fix- 
ty of them fhould be applied to the particular oc- 
cafions of Raimond de Pigna, governor of the for- 
tress of Carac, and his luccefiors in the fame go- 
vernment. The inftrument of this endowment it 
ftill fubfifting in the archives of the Vatican ; and 
there is an extratt given of it in Rainaldi’s continu- 
ation of Baromus. 

We fee there f the atteftation that this prince 
^ives to the merit and virtue of thefe knights ; 
“ Lodging, fays he, in their houfc, I have feen 

them feed every day an innumerable multitude 
** of poor, the lick Lid in good beds, and treated 
“ with great care, the dying afQfted with an excm- 
11 plary piety, and the dead buried with proper de- 
c ‘ ccncy. In a word, continues that prince, the 
tf knights of St. John are employed, iometimes 
** like Marj in contemplation, and fometimes like 
€t Martha in a&ioo ; and this noble militia confe- 
11 crate their days either in their infirmities, or 
*• clfe in engagements againft the infidel Amale- 
** kitfcs and the enemies of the crofs.” It is thus 
“ that the king oi Hungary fpeaks of them f . 

That 

* Reg. Honorius III. t. 1. f, 276. Rain. t. 13. nutn. 16. p. 
280. 

t Nec ixnmcut* cim iilic hofpitaU viderejaus iammeruxn paupc- 

- rip 
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That prince having advice that Coradine fultan 
of Damafcus, and fon to bafadioe, had taken the 
field, in order to befiege St. John d’ Acre, drew 
immediately out of the town, and advanced to*- 
wards the enemy with the kings of Jerufaiem and 
Cyprus, and the two grand matters of the hofpital- 
lcrs and templars, the matter of the Teutonic or- 
der, and all the troops that were in the place. The 
infidels* furprifed at fo expeditious an armament, 
find the boldnefs with which the Chrittians march- 
ed againft them, entrenched themfclves with care : 
feverai of their parries however that went out a fo- 
raging were cut in pieces. Coradine did not think 
it advifeable in this jun&ure, to come to a decifive 
engagement againft an army that had three kings at 
its head, but retired into his own territories. The 
Chriftians purfued him for fo me time, ravaged his 
frontier in their turn, and then, as winter 
coming bn, they feparated. The king of Cyprus 
went to Tripoli, where he fell fick and died, a lit- 
tle after he quitted the army. The king of Hunga- 
ry, before he left Paleftine, bathed himfelf with all 
his troops in the river Jordan, bn 5t. Martin’s eve; 
a religious ceremony uled oil t of devotion by pil- 
grims, when they were not hindred by the Turks 
and Saracens. In fine, this prince, after having 
{pent three months in Paleftine to perform his vow, 
being prefled by the remembrance of the misfor- 
tunes that had fince his abfence happened in his 
kingdom, let out upon his rhurn thither. All the 
inftaoces that the patriarch of Jerufaiem could 
make him, nay the terrors of excommunication 

rum Ctttum diurno paflu ^uotidie foftentari, feffus hngoilorum artw 
le£tiftcrmi$, variiiijue cibprurn copiis re&d, mortuoruxn corpora e lm 
d-*biu veneratione lepelwi, ut in genere linguloum referamus qu* 
per fingula getlemm enarire non po/lomus, u Miriam et Mar feus 
facratiflimura faepe di;tse d >mus nofp.taus collegium n me varus (in* 
.cere contemplacionibus, «iunc canira Dai adverfarios, et hoftes crucis 
Chrifti, aJverfusetiam A.maler, inceilabi perfect* milit.as condiihl, 
4 e die in diem dimicare. Rainaldus, t. 23. n. 16, p. 28a. 

which 
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which that prelate thundered out againft him, 
could not keep him longer in the Holy Land \ and 
after a long voyage, and various dang rs, he ar- 
rived fafe in his dominions. His firft care upon 
his return was to have the affair of Bancbannus 
tried before him ; and after hearing the wirneffes 
liimfelf, and examining the various circumftances 
of that unhappy affair, he was equitable enough 
to declare the regent acquitted of ' the queen’s 
death. 

The king of Jerufalem, the duke of Auftria, and 
the hofpitallers, after his departure advanced into 
the enemy’s country, and reforrfied the caftle of 
Caefarea, whilft the templars a,nd Teutonic knights 
on the other hand built, or rather repaired a for- 
trefs, fhuate on an eminence adjoining, which was 
called the caftle of the pilgrims. Thefe two places 
covered St. John d Acre, and ferved at the fame 
time to extend their contributions upon lands at 
that time in the hands of the infidels. 

After this expedition, the king, the duke of 
Auftria* and the two grand mafters, and the m af- 
ter of the Teutonics, returned to St. John d’Acre, 
where arrived about the fame time a conftderable 
fleet of Germans, Frieflanders and Dutch, com- 
manded by William I. count of Holland, a fuccour 
which very feafonably fupplitd the place of that 
which they had juft: loft by the precipitate depar- 
ture of the king of Hungary. 

The king of Jerufalem, feeing liimfelf fuftained 
by thefe troops of the crufade, and having advice 
that they were likeways preparing a new army in 
moft of the ports of Italy, refolved to carry the 
war into Egypt, thereby to oblige the infidels to a- 
bandon Paleftinej and in a great council, at 
which were prefent the king, the Dukqof Auftria, 
the grand mafters and the bifhops, it was agreed to 
befiege Damiata, the moft regular fortification of 
that kingdom. This refolution being taken, they 

embarked 
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embarked their troops at the latter end of May, an 4 
fet fail. T he Chriftian army in three days time 
landed in Egypt, and made their defcent without a- 
ny oppofition in a place fituated weftward of Da- 
aniata, and feparated from it only by an arm of the 
Nile. 

The chrittians at firfl met with no refiftance, but 
in a large tower or cattle, fortified as well as 
1218. art could make it at that time, built in the 
middle of that arm of the Nile, and brave- 
ly defended by the garrilon. My defign is hot to 
enter into the detail of all that pafled at the attack 
of this advanced work, which covered the town of 
Damiata^ 1 {hall only obferve, after Matthew Pa- 
ris, that the knights of St. John on this occafion 
fupported their ordinary reputation. Thefe war- 
like friars, tying two {hips together to make them 
fteddier, advance boldly to the wall, clap ladders 
to it, mount through the midft of the fire works, 
javelins and ftones and without being daunted at 
the fall of their companions, pufh on to gain the 
top of the rampart. But the maft of one of the 
fhips failing, the ladders broke, and moft of the 
knights falling into the water, being encumbered 
with the weight of their armour, were drowned *. 
The lofs of thefe brave foldiers did not cool the 
courage of their companions of the order and the 
crufade ; they renewed the fealado feveral times, 
but ftill without fucccfs, till tlie Germans at laft 
clapping a new invented machine to the walls, made 
themfeives by that means matters of th$ tower, the 
taking of which opened a way for attacking the 
place. 

The fultan forefeeing that the lofs of this advan- 
ced work would draw after it that of Damiata, is 
faid to havt died of grief. The Latin hiftorians 

* Hofpitalariorum, proh dolor ! fcala confraOa, fimili rr.odo cum 
snalo cecidit, et miiites ftrenuos, et alios armatos, Nilum in demerfit. 
Matt. Paris, ad an. 121S. t. 2 , p. 301. 

call 
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Wl this fultan by the name of Safadine ; but the 
^Arabians give him that of Melic-el-adel- Aboube- 
perfon of Job: he had fifteen Tons, and fome time 
fcfore his death had divided his dominions between 
She fix eldefh Melic-el-Camel, the eldcft of all, 
lad Egypt, and Coradine, Syria: Haran, a town 
p ^fefopotamia, wa*s Achrof’s (hare, and Boftra 
|jj Arabia, that of Salech-Ifmael ; the two next had 
fkewife fome towns for their portion. The nine o- 
Ihers continued in thefe territories, under the power 
0 their elder brothers ; and, to provide for their 
Abfiftcnce, Safadine fettled two of them in Jerufa- 
where they enjoyed the tribute that the weft- 
Chriftians paid at the gates of the city ; two o- 
*s difeharged the fame office at Mecca, and en- 
* Hkewife the revenues arifing from the offer- 
of the Mahometan pilgrims, who flocked thi- 
in great numbers from Alia and Africa ; and 
♦for the five laft, they had in all probability fome 
; jwfions afiigned them fuitable to their birth and 
flak in the ftatc. 

The Chriftians in the mean while continued the 
[C of O-imiata with great vigour, and received 
rat that time new fuccours from the weft. A 
tnrfade compofed of Italians, French, German and 
*ngli£h, arrived in Egypt, and joined the campw 
The pope had put Cardinal d’Albano at the head 
of this army, as legate of the holy fee, a prelate 
proud and haughty, felf*conceited, and one who 
*ould always have his own opinion carry it in the 
council of war, before even the fentiments of the 
ting and his generals, as if the pope, with the bulls 
hisjegation, had given a cardinal the talents ne« 
ttffary to farm a great captain. The fultan of E- 
gypt on the other hand called in his brother the 
lultan of Syria to his fuccour, a prince that loved 
*ar, and managed it with fuccefs, but cruel, bloody, 
and the only one of all the children of Safadine that 
Vou 1. Z rcfcntblcd 
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rcfcmbled him moft, as well }n his vices as his va- 
lour. 

The young fultan, befides the army which he 
commanded in perfon, made likewise new levies, 
and before he fet out for Egypt, dcmohlhcd the 
fortifications of Jerufalem, and levelled the walls, 
defigned thereby either to ftrengthen his army with 
the garrifon of the place, or to prevent the chri- 
ftians, wlvo he apprehended, if they took Damiata, 
would return into Faleftine, and fortify themfelves 
in the capital,, which was the great aim of all their 
e.n ter prizes. 

This prince in a march of twenty days crofled the 
deferts which divide that kingdom from Egyp*» 
and joined (ultan Camel his eldeft brother, who was 
advanced to meet him. After this junction the/ 
drew near the thrift ian camp, in order to fQrcethem 
tp raife the liege. 1 he belieged were every da/ 
making Tallies with all their forces, and the befiegtfS 
were at the fame time obliged to fuftaih the attacks 
of the two fultans, who tried all manner of wayst# 
throw fuccours into the place. 

The Englifh hiftorian, whom I cited above, tells 
us, that the three military orders * were in a man- 
ner the only perfons who were able to make head 
on all fides againft the enemy, and were, as he 
like a wall of brafe, to fhield the reft of thefokliery 
on all occafions ; that the hofpitailers, in partiqu- 
l^r, behaved always with ext roar din ary valour that 
in the laft fally before the place was taken, the mat' 
fhalj of the order was killed at the head of hh com- 
pany ; that many of the knights had the feistf ^ 
and that fome were taken prifoners. 

* Rex veto Jerufalcm, cum templariis, ct domo Teutonicoium> 
et hofpitalis fan£b Johannis, impeturn paganorum fuftinucrunt, & 
pro muro fuerunt fugientibus, quoties illas iuas facies oftendet** 1. 
Matt. Paris in Henr. 11 1 . ad an. iai$. 

Templatii triginta tres capti funt, vel interfetti, cum roarefcci'' 
lo hoji air fandi Joannis, et fratribus qviibufdam ejnfdem dotnut* 
Idem. ten), p. z. 306, 
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The fultan feeing with pain, that he tould not 
J carry his point, and caufe the liege to be railed, for 
the obtaining a peace, and to fave Damiata, the key 
ef his kingdom, he offered the chriftians to reftore 
them the true crois that was taken at the battle of 
Tiberias, to deliver up. the city of Jeruialem, and 
t*en advance the money neceffhry to rebuild the 
Walls, and repair the fortifications. He offered to# 
Ac caftle of Thoron, and fome other places, but in- 
lifted on keeping Carac and Montreal, two fortreifes 
ftuated on the edge of Arabia, from whence the 
Chriftian garrifons in their cxcurfions had often 
tarried off* the caravans that were going out of de- 
lation to Mecca ; and this prince, who was reli- 
\ gfous in his way, according to the principles of his 
tfaf, chole rather to fubjedt himfelf to an annual 
f vbute, than reftore two places; the foldiers of 
i&ich might ditturb the Mahometans in the exer- 
I & of that part of their religion. * 

‘ i^roin the little we know of the charafter and 
ttflfftners of thefe different nations it is plain, that 
We cannot confider thefe wars, which lafted fo long, 
Under any other notion than as religious wars, .and 
this in regard of the infidels as well as the Chrifti- 
tes, both making it a part of their worfhip, to vi- 
fk at leaft once in their life, the tomb of the author 
of their religion. The popes and caliphs equally 
tabeXed fpiritual recompences to thofe pious voy- 
ages; ana if there tame (hoals of chriftian pil- 
grims from the weft to Jerufalem, Mecca drew at 
leaft as many Muffulmen from Afia and Africa, 
error cloaking itfelf with the fame motives as tiuth. 

This was the reafon which induced the fuhan to 
ktep # the caftles of Carac and Montreal: 
laving this article, that prince vvifhed with 1219, 
paffion to fee the fiege of Damiata railed. 

The king of Jerufalem for his pan was of opinio# 
to accept of conditions that anfwered all the wilhes 
and defires of the crufade ; but the legate, who af- 
Z 2, fumed 
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fumed an unlimited authority in the army, main- 
tained, that the fultan’s propofols ought to be re- 
jected, and that the critical moment was come for 
making aa entire conqueft of Egypt, the fate of 
which would determine that of the king of Jerufa- 
falem. The imperious legate’s (cntiment prevailed 
in the council of war over that of the king of Je* 
rufolem, who vexed to find that he was not mailer 
of his own troops, under pretence of fetching new 
reinforcements, retired to St. John d’Acre. The 
fuccefs nevcrthelefs feemed at firft to juftify the le- 
gate’s advice ; Damiata was carried in an attack 
rn^de by night, or rather was taken for want of men 
to defend it ; the inhabitants and foldiers being all 
deftroyed, either in engagements, or hy famine and 
want of proviiions, above fourfcorc thoufond men 
having died in the place during the fiege. The 
chriftians entering the town found every where I 
difmal foiitude, and the few inhabitants they met 
with in fomc houfcs had ftaid there only becaufe 
they were fo weak, that they had not ftrength to 
get out of doors. Cardinal James de Vitri, who 
was at this fiege, bought a good number of fucking 
children, dcfigning to have them baptized ; but a- 
bove five hundred of them, he fays, died foon af- 
ter, in all probability of the famine which they and 
their mothers had fuffered. 

The legate, proud of this good fuccefi, and fee- 
ing himfelf abfolute mafter of the army, 
made them advance into the heart of L- 1220. 
gypt, contrary to the advice of all the chiefs, 
and engaged between the branches of the Nile. 
The fultan opening the fluices, and cutting the 
banks of the river, it overflowed the place where 
the Chrifiians were encamped : they then found 
themfelves (hut up in an ifiUnd, with as little ability 
to fubfift there as to get out of it ; this firft mil- 
fortue was foon fucceeded by a famine^ and the 

army 
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:;trmy being ready to ftarve, was forced to make a 
| truce or eight days with the infideL. To get bread 

* to eat, and liberty to retire, they were obliged to 
' quit Damiata, and deliver up all the (laves and pri- 

fooers that were at Acre and Tyre. The Sarazens 
} 6a that part engaged to reftore the true crofs, and 
all the captives they had at Babylon in Egypt, or 
Grand Cairo and Damafcus, to condutt the army 
to a place of fafety, and fupply them with provi- 
fions in their retreat. Every thing was executed 
punftually on both fides, except the reftitution of 
toc true crofs, which the infidels in all probability 
ft*d loft. The chriftian army di fper fed after this 
accident, and the legate’s prefumption hindered the 
rfing of Jerufalem from recovering his kingdom. 

[■'1 Yet as in public misfortunes every one labours 
■ ?( vindicate himfelf at the expence of others, the 
Wvate enemies of the knights of 3r. John and the 
templars, accufed them to Pope Honorius III. of 
tutting diverted to their own profit the vaft fums 

• ttatwere remitted out of Europe into Paleftine, 
fcr the expences of the crufade, and the fubfiftence 
of the army. 'Phis calumny having fpread thro* 
moft countries of Chriftendom, the pope thought 
himfelf obliged to examine into it* and wrote upon 
that occafion to the legate, the patriarch, and chief 
leaders of the army. Public and private informa- 
tions were given in, but they ended only in the con- 
fufion of the flanderers. The legate, the patri- 
arch, and the principal officers of the army, wrote 
back to the fovereign ^pontiff, that they heard with 
grief the abominable caiumny with which fome had 
endeavoured to blacken the reputation of the mili- 
tary orders ; that they themfelves were witnefies to 
the contrary ; and that thele generous knights had 
fpent the revenues of the two houfes, and exhaufted 
their fubftance to lupply the expence of the fiege ; 
that the order of St. John alone had advanced a- 

Z 3 have 
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bove eight thoufand byzantines ; that they had loft 
abundance of their knights, and that purfuant to 
the fpirit of their inftitution, they had prodigally 
thrown away their lives and fortunes in the defence 
of the Chriitians, The pope beiDg acquainted with 
the truth of the matter, to do the knights the ju- 
ff ice that. was owing to them, ordered the legate 
himfelf to proclaim their innocence in his name*, 
and this pontiff wrote at the fame time to the bi- 
(hops of France, England and Sicily, to take care 
in thtir ieveral dioceffes to extinguifh fo black a 
calumny. “ We will, and require you, adds the 
“ pope *, to honour, love and cherifh them, as 
46 the nobltft defenders of Chriftianity.* > 

There could be no lurtr proof given at that time 
of the purity of a perfon's faith, and his adherence 
to the holy he, than by taking the habit of one of 
the military oidtrs : Ieveral princes themfelves, and 
many of the gresteft lords would die, and be hur- 
ried with the ciofs. Il was with this view that 
Raimond count of '1 holoufe and marquils of Pro- 
vence took ihe habit. It is well known, that this 
prince, one of the greateft and moft powerful fco- 
datories of the ciown of France, was fufpedted of 
having caufed a legate of the pope’s to be difpatch- 
cd, and of favouring the Albigtnfes, and on that 
account was joined in an excommunication pro- 
nounced a gain it thefe heretic^ his tubje&s, and ia 
confequence thereof, deprived of the greatt ft part 
of his dominions- There was nothing of lo mor- 
tifying and humbling a nature in canonical penan- 
ces but he fubmitted to it, in order to get ftce from 
that fatal ceniure ; but thofc who had ihared in the 
fpoil, kept the doors of the church always flfOt a- 

* Volutmis ct pr*cipimus, ut eos tanqnamr veros Chrifti athlctas et 
frsevij uos Chriftian* iidei de fenfire* ftudeatis honorare, oiligere ac 
fovere, eo’Um fuptr hoc deciaiantcs innocei.tiam, et fidei virtutes 
conftanu- m pisdxcantes. In archive Vaticar.o, ex regifiro honor ii JU, 
tw> a ./a/* ao. 

gainft 
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fcinft him, for fear of opening him a door into 
; dominions. They would willingly have owned 
1 as a catholic, if he could have beco brou ht 
renounce the county of 'iholoufc In fine, 
pt prfnce, who had fo much reafon to prderve 
! dominions which he derived from his anetdors 
■young Raimond his fon, thought he fhould 
. better accefs, and lefs difficulty with the pope, 

1 with his legates and miniders, and refolved to 
| to Rome. As foon as he arrived there, he de- 
pded an audience of the pope, which was eafily 
nted. The pope confidering the birth, the dig- 
j-md age of that prince, received him iu lull 
[jfiftory. Raimond, after mentioning the great- 
5 of his ancedors, their viitues, and the purity 
heir religion, made a conieffion of his faith, 

( laying his hand upon his bread, to, vouch the 
h of his diicourfe, he proteded by all that is 
.to a Chridiao, th it he had never departed 
\ the principles of the faith, nor from the fub- 
on he owed to the vicar of Jcius Chrid. He 
fled next on the ffiameful penance which the 
|*tcs had impofed upon him v and which he had 
k through in the town of St Giles, where he 
i dragged in fight ofr his luhjelts. with a halter 
put his neck, and lafhed in the mod ignominious 
oner. He denied abfolutely the murder of the 
ate that had been 'the caufc of it; an<i conclu- 
wiih complaining of Simon de Montlerrat, 
[coeral of the league againd the Albigenles, who 

I kder the veil of religion fought only to raife hun- 
ch a great edate and poffeffioi.s in Languedoc. 

It is (aid, that the pope could not refrain from 
tears It the relation of this prince’s misfortunes, 
and that he wrote hkeways to the legates in his fa. 
vour : but whether they were ptrluaded tbit Rai- 
mond was an heretic in his heart, or whether they 
only pretended it, to perpetuate an inquidon, the 
*holc authority of which was veded in Ihcm, they 

paid 
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paid little regard to the pope's orders. This prince, 
to undeceive the public at leaft, fotne time after his 
return from Italy, declared by a public and authen- 
tic deed, that he obliged himfelf to take the habit 
and crofs of the hofpitallers, and that in cafe he 
was prevented by death, his intention was, that they 
fhould bury him in the church of the hofpitailtrs 
at Tholoufe : there was not in that age a more au- 
thentic mark of perfect catholicifm. 

His hiflorian relates, that from that time this 
prince, in imitation of the hofpitallers, fed a cer- 
tain number of poor every day, and caufed them 
to be cloathed annually. He was ieen, fays he, e- 
very morning at the church of Notre- Dame de la 
Daurade on his knees, and bare-headed, making 
long and fervent prayers ; and in a word, praftif- 
ing all the exercifes of a true hofpitaller. It was 
in this difpofition that he was feized with a fit ofafl 
apoplexy. He fent immediately for Jourdain atoot 
of St. Sernin, to reconcile him to the church, and 
give him the facraments, and at the fame time the 
hofpitallers of Tholoufe were made acquainted 
with the extremity the prince was reduced to. But 
when the abbot of Sr. Sernin arrived, he had foft 
his fpeech, yet he lifted rip his eyes to heaven; his 
hands were joined together, he gave all the figns 
of repentance that can be required of a good chri- 
ftian, and in his looks might be read the fentiments 
of his heart. The hofpitallers of St. John com- 
ing in hafte, threw over him a mantle of the or- 
der, which fome were for pulling off, under pre- 
tence of the excommunication ; but the count hdd it 
fall with his hands, and devoutely kiffing the crofs 
fowed upon the mantle 9 he died prefentty 
1221. after ; and the abbot of St. Sernin, frighted 
as he was with the thunder of the Vatican, 
with which that prince was ftruck, could not help 
faying to the ftanders by, “ Pray to God for him, 
u I believe him fayed.” He pretended too to keep 
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his body, bccaufc he died in his parifli 5 but the 
young prince would have his father’s intentions ob- 
served. The hofpitallers carried him into their 
houfe, which he had chofen for his burial. Yet 
by reafon of the excommu location, they durft no* 
bury him in the church, but put him decently in 
coffin, where his fkull was found whole in 1630* 

France in the year following loft King Philip II. 
and the order of the hofpitallers a gene- 
rous benefa&or. This prince falling ill, 1222. 

and finding himfelf in a weak condition, July 14, 
made his will ; and, among a great number 
of pious lagacies, bequeathed one hundred thour 
fand livres to the king of Jerulalem for the defence 
of the Holy Land, and the like fum to the hofpi- 
iallers of St. John and the templars *• Brother 
Guerin or Garin, firft minifter f, who had fug- 
gefted thefe holy legacies to the king, was named 
executor, together with Bartholomew de Royc 
chamberlain of France, and brother Aimer trea* 
furer of the temple. The queen, after the king 
her hufband’s death, founded a priory at Corbeil 
for thirteen chaplains of the order of the hofpi- 
tallers, upon condition of faying there every day 
three mafles, for the reft of the foul of that great 
prince. The foundation was approved by the 
grand mafter de Montaigu, and by the council of 
the order, and confirmed by the bulls of pope Ho- 
norius Hi. 

In the mean time, as the affair of the Holy Land, 
at that time the common affair of all 
Ghriftendom, a famou affembly was held 1223. 
at Ferentino, in the Campagna di Roma, to 

* See le miroir Hiftor 1 . 13, c. 15. p. 166. 

J Rex Philippus v<am univerfae earn * ingreditur, reliqucns -tria 
m ]Hia hbrarum Parificrfium i r . lusfunum Terrse Santfse, centum. 
m, ‘lia in mambus r:gis Joann s, el centum millia in munibus tna- 
I S!f n hofpittlis, et cemum irullia in ouaibtt* magiflri templi. Sa- 
® Ut * h 3. C. 10 . p. 22Q, 
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con&der of fuccours to be Tent thhher. Pope Ho* 
norius III. and the emperor Frederic II. came to 
Fcrentino, the one from Rome, and the other from 
his kingdom of bicily ; and from beyond fea ar- 
rived John king of Jerufalcm, the patriarch of 
that ciry, the legate Pelagius, the bifhop of Beth- 
lehem, Guerin de Montaiga grand matter of the 
hofpitallers, a commander of the templars, and 
Herman de Saltza, fourth matter of the 1 tutonkfr 
.or German knights. 1 he pope preffed the empe- 
ror to perform the promife he made when he put 
on i he rrofb, of leading in perfon a powerful fuc* 
cour to the Holy Land : and to engage him in the 
affair, the emprels Conffantia his wife being dead, 
Herman de Saitza propofed a match between him 
and the princefs Yolante, only daughter and heir* 
<efs of the king of Jtrufalem. The maffer of the 
Teutonics managed this negotiation fo fkillfuily, tto* 
the marriage was agreed on, and the emperor 
mifed with an oath to go into Palcftine, in two 
years from the next midfummer. He afterwards 
married the princefs, but contrary to his expreft* 
promife given to the king of Jerufalem, of letting 
him enjoy that kingdom for his life, he obliged him 
by a forced abdication, to refign the crown. The 
pope was mediator of this great affair : it was the 
mtereft of thefc pontiffs to remove the fowereigns 
©f Europe, and efpecially of Italy, as far from their 
countries as might be. The emperor’s voyage and 
refidence in Paieftine rid him of the prefence of t 
mighty prince, who would abate nothing of his 
fovereign authority ; fo finding his own intereft at 
Frederic’s being at a diffance, and, to make fo 
harfh a proceeding appear lefs odious in the*eyesof 
Brienne, he reprefented to him, that fo potent a 
prince as Frederic would defend the Holy Land 
with more zeal and warmth, and that he would 
make much greater efforts if he fought for bil 
own intcrefts, than if he was only to defend a crown 

which 
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tfhich he faw actually upon another’s head, and the 
fucceffion whereof could not but appear to him at 
i great diftance. John de Brienne gave his con- 
"ent to what he could not help. 

The pope did not fail to notify this new difpofi* 
:ion to moft'of the foveretgns of Europe, that they 
might ferve as witnefles of the emperor’s engage- 
ments. The late king of Jerufalem, and the 
grand matter of the hofpitallers, travelled after- 
wards over France, Spain, England and Germany, 
to obtain fuccours. France immediately paid in 
all the money which Philip Auguftus had left by 
his will for fo holy an expedition. Thibaud count 
of Champagne, and king of Navarre, who was 
joined by Peter de Drcux, formerly count of lire* 
tagne and feveral French Lords, Richard earl of 
Cornwall, brother to Henry III. king of England,* 
9nd a great number of Englilh gentlemen, put on 
tke crofc ; but they fet out for the Holy Land moft 
of theta at different times. The emperor had lent 
his lieutenants before with a good body of troops, 
till, as he faid, he could go thither in perfbn : But 
^Paleftine was then dettitute of the prcfcnce of ks 
king, and without any chief of fufficient authority, 
t&oft of tbefe fuccours became unferviceable through 
the different views of the commanders. There was 
00 regular defign formed and purfued ; one made 
* truce with the infidels, and another broke it, 
Without confidering the injury that fuch a conduct 
touft do to the affairs and reputation of the Chrifti- 
^ The military orders too were ft ill divided ; every 
aim was f olely for himfelf ; and when the 
g^and matter of the hofpitallers returned to St. 
John d’Acre, he found Paleftine in a manner with- 
out any government, and dettitute of that bond fo 
^ceflary in civil fociety, and which makes all the 
Members join together, to promote the common 
good of the ftate. 

The count of Tripoli, a fierce and enterprizing 

prince. 
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prince, had taken the advantage of his abfence tf 
feize feveral cattles, which either belonged to the 
order, or were in their cuttody. He feizcd like- 
ways a houfe of theirs at Tripoli, where he caufed 
one of the knights to be flayed alive, and another 
that oppofed thefe violences to be ttabbed *. The 
grand matter, at his return, demanded fatisfa&ioa 
for thefe cruelties; but not obtaining it, he wrote 
to the pope, who ufed his good offices and remon- 
ftrances with the count, but in vain. The fove- 
reign pontiff was obliged at laft to excommunicate 
him ; but neither was this fufficient to bring him 
to a compliance. Then the grand matter, with 
the pope’s leave, entering the counts territories at 
the head of the hofpitallers, the fight of thofe 
troops made more imprefiion on the cruel and la- 
vage prince than all the thunders of the Vatican. 

Raimond made the order a reafonable fatisfa& 
•n for the injuries he had done them, and reftored 
all that he had ufurped. The grand matter, at the 
pope’s inftance, threw likewife pm of his troops 
into Cyprus, on pretence that the coafts of that 
ifiand were frequently infefted by Corfairs : but 
the true xeafon was, to hinder at the fame time 
Raimond prince of Antioch, who had married 
Queen Alice, widow of King Hugh, from feiziog 
on that kingdom, to the prejudice of Henry, who 
was ftill a minor f* 

The emperor being employed in Lombardy a- 
gainft the rebel towns, which had entered 
1225. into a league to throw off his authority, 
defired the -pope to difpenfe with his voy- 
age to the Holy Land for two years longer. % The 

* Domura ipfam quam 5 pfi habent apud Tripolim capiens violea- 
ter, rapie concitatus diabolica, unurn ex ipfis excoriari, et aiium, ut 
dicitur, occidi fecit, pr*.er d quod quibufdara eorum crudeliter, et 
inhdnefte tra&atis damna eis gravia et injurias irrogavit, Raioaldi, 
tax n. 13. 1226. jaum. 55, 56, 57. p. 638*1639. 

+ Sanut. 1 . 3, io. p. 221. 
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fovereign pontiff granted his requeft, upon the fol- 
lowing conditions : that at the term of two years 
ending in Auguft, he fhould go over in perfon 
within that time ; that for the two years following 
he fhould maintain two thoufand knights there; 
that at three different times he fhould defray the 
pafiage of two thoufand other knights, with their 
equipages, at three horfes a knight ; that he fhould 
keep fifty gallies well manned in the port of Sr. 
John d’Acre ; that he fhould depolite an hundred 
thoufand ounces of gold for the expence of this 
armament, in the hands of John de Brienne the 
patriarch, and the mailer of the Teutonic order; 
and in cafe it fhould pleafe God to take him out of 
the world, before he could pafs into the Holy 
Land, or his voyage fhould be deferred, that then 
this great fum fhould be difpofed of according to 
the advice of the grand maflers of the hofpitallers 
and templars ; all which conditions the emperor fub- 
mitted to, as appears from that prince’s diploma 
recited by Rainaldi *. 

Frederic, having obtained the time he moved 
for, employed it honourably in making preparati- 
ons fuitable to fo great an enterprize. An hun- 
dred gallies and fifty fhips were fitted out by his 
orders, in the ports of the kingdoms of Naples and 
Sicily ; and feveral German princes, with an infi- 
nite number of the cruiade, repaired to Brundufi- 
um. In the middle of Auguft, A. D. 1227, ^ at 
is, -within the term he had ftipulated with the pope, 
the emperor himfelf embarked with a fleet that car- 
ried near forty thoufand men : but. after three days 
fail he fell fick, as did alfo feveral princes and lords 

* Et fi nos, quod Dens avertaf, in terra ilia vel citra, ante 
paffag;um memoratum obire contigerit, \el al:as qu 3 cunque de caufa 
for fit a i> non trmfiermus, rex et patriarchal, et trupifter dcmiis Teu- 
toaicorum, ad laudtm et connlium'tnagiftrorum hofpitalis et templi, 
ac alicrum proboium hominum de terra expendent eancum pecun»am 
bona fde fi ut melius viderent expedire utilitati Tcuae Sauftae. 
Rain. tom. 13. adann, 1225. num. 4. p. 347. 
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of his court, and among the left, the Landgratt 
of Hcffe. The Landgrave’s illnds growing dange- 
rous, the phyiicians were of opinion, that the land 
air would be of more benefit to him than all there* 
medics of their arty thty thereupon put into the port 
of T^rento, where the Landgrave died, leaving his 
wife Elizabeth, daughter of Andrew King of Hun- 
gary, in a ftate of w dowhood, a princeis not above 
twenty years of age, aud of great virtue. Theem* 
p< iOi etcaped wi h only lome fits of an ague ; hut 
pop, Gregory IX. (who had juft fucceeded Hono* 
rius III.) a pontiff that treated fovereigns with a 
high hand, being perfuaded ootwithftanding the 
Landgrave’s death, that the emperor’s illncfswasa 
mere pretence, excommunicated him publickly in 
the great church of Anagni, where he thenwM. 
The fovereign pontiff ufhered in this folemn cere- 
mony with a fejmon, in which he took f<#r 
text thefe words of the gofpel, 4 ‘ It muft needs!* 
** that offences come and enlarging much upon 
Sr. Michael’s vi&ory over the dragon, he fell ab- 
ruptly upon the excommunication, which he was 
going to thunder out againft the emperor. I g ,w 
this fhort tafte of the pope’s ftyle, becaufe the ftyk 
oftentimes fliews the genius and charafter of the 
age. Gregory wrote afterwards circular letters to 
all the bifhops, to acquaint them with the feverity 
he thought himfelf obliged to ufe with regard to 
that prince : he had fixed, fays the pope in that 
letter, the month of Auguft, A. D. n 2 7 * 
for the laft moment of his departure ; and yet be 
was fcarce at fea a few days before, under pretence 
of fteknefs, he landed again, and returned to enjoy 
a lazy life, as ufual. The pontiff, writing in p#’ 
ticular to the bifhops of Apulia, fays, “ Since the 
“ Emperor Frederic neglcfted his own falvation* 
9t and deferred performing the vow he had made 
“ of going to the Holy Land, we have drawn a* 
11 gainft him the medicinal fword of St. Pew. 

n publifbing 
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* publiflbing, out of our great tendernefs for 
^ him, the fentence of excommunication againft 
** lym.” 

The emperor, furprized and provoked at the 
pope’s conduft, fent on his part a public 
letter, by way of manifefto, to all the fo- I2z8 r 
vereigns of Chriftendom, wherein, after 
appealing to God for the reality of the ficknefs, 
which had forced him to put aihore, he complains, 
in very bitter terms, of the pope’s precipitation, 
and declared, that he would put to fea again as 
foon as he had recovered his health. In the letter 
that he wrote in particular to the king of England, 
which Matthew Paris has tranfmitted down to us, 
he runs out into inve&ives againft the court of 
Rome : “ The Romans, fays he, are inflamed 
•* with fuch a paffion for fcraping money together, 
<4 out of all the countries of Chriftendom, that af- 
44 ter draining the revenues pf particular churches, 
“ they are qot afhamed to rob even fovereign pi in- 
M ces, and endeavour to make crowned heads 
44 their tributaries. You have yourieif, fays be to 
44 the king of England, had a very fenftble pi oof 
44 of this, in the perlon of king John your father. 
44 You have that of the c.mnt of Tholoufe, and of 
44 fo many other princes, whole dominions they 
44 have laid under interdicts, which they would ne- 
44 ver t.^ke off till they had put on their chains, and 
44 fubmitted to be-flaves. What may not be faid of 
44 the unheard of exactions which they impofe u- 
44 pon the clergy, and the open or palliated ufuries 
44 with which they infeCt the whole chriftian 
4t woild? And yet, in fpite of thofe notorious 
44 rtfbberies, thele blood fuckers would palm the 
44 court of Rome upon us for the church our mo- 
44 ther. The fpirit and conduct of both {hew us 
44 plainly the difference between them. The court 
44 of home fend< its legates into all quarters, with 
“ power to puniih, Jiifpend and excommunicate ; 

Aa z 44 whereas 
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f< Whereas the true church, attuated by a fpirlt of 

charity, fends out her minifters only to propa- 
44 gate the word of God ; the one aims at nothing 
44 blit amafling wealth, and gathering where {he 
44 has not fowed, but the other has depofited her 
44 treafures in holy monafteries, to provide for the 
46 poor and pilgrims ; and yet thefc Romans, un- 
44 worthy of that honourable name, without either 
44 courage or nobility, fwelled with a vain opinion 
44 of their learning, would fain fet themfclves up a- 
44 bove kings and emperors. In a word, adds that 
4< prince, the church was founded upon poverty 
44 and fimplicity, and no body can lay any other 
44 foundation than that which was laid by Jefus 
44 Chrift himfelf, who is the corner ftone, as well 
44 as architeft thereof f 

Though there is no excufing the rough language 
that runs throughout this letter, yet it is certain# 
that the popes often made ufe of this pretext of the 
crufades, to keep princes and their fubjefts in a 
dependence on the court of Rome : nor is it lefs 
true, that moft fovereigns, on the other hand, 
were not forry to fee the dukes, counts, and other 
great vaflals of their crowns, go abroad on thefe re- 
mote expedition?, and, by their abfence, which 
was often followed by their death, leave them a 
more abfolute authority in their dominions. Thus 
did intereft and ambition make their advantage 
of a pious inftitution, which was originally defigned 
only to deliver the churches of the eaft from the 
tyranny of the infidels. 

In the mean time the two grand mafters of the 
hofpitallers and templars, and moft of the prelates 
of Paleftine, wrote to the pope, acquainting him 
with the m'ferable and calamitous ftate to which 
they were reduced, by the emperor’s not arriving 
in Auguft. The militia of the crufadc, fay they, 

* Sed aliud fundamentum nemo poteft ponere, prater illud quci 
pofitum eft a Domino Jcfu, ac ftabilitum. Matt, Palis in Hear, 
111 . A. D. 1228. p. 347. et 348. 
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which were come into Syria, to the number of 
near forty thoufand men, are gone back into the 
weft, on board the fame (hips that brought them : 
there are only about eight hundred knights 
that {lay behind, and thefe all demand leave to re- 
turn, or inftft that we break the truce. A council 
was held upon this occafion ; and the Duke of 
Limburg, who commands here for the emperor, 
was of opinion to begin the war again ; but it was 
argued, that this would be a dangerous undertak- 
ing, with forces fo much interior to thofe 
of the Saracens ; and that withal it was not very 
honourable to break a treaty which had been con- 
firmed by the moft folemn oaths. Thofe of the 
council, who were of the Duke’s fentiments, re- 
plied that the pope having in general excommuni- 
cated all fuch of the crufade as did not adtually re- 
pair to the Holy Land, though he knew very well, 
that the truce was to laft two years longer, it was 
plain, that the vifible head of the church did not 
expedt that they Ihould keep it. Hereupon they 
have refolved to march to Jerufalem ; and in order 
to come the eafier at it, and to facilitate the con- 
queft of that capital, they have deter mined to fe- 
cure Cefarea and Jaffa, the fortifications of which 
were afterwards to be rebuilt. 

The letter ended with very preffing inftances for 
new fuccours. The pope inferted a copy of it in 
One of his letters, which he addrefled to all the 
chriftian world, bearing date December 23d, 
1227 » from whence it is no difficult matter to con- 
clude, that it was his intention they ffiould break 
the truce that had been made with the infidels. 

Itv the mean time, he continued thundering a- 
gainft the emperor with more animofity 
than zeal; he even excommunicated him 1228. 
afrefh upon Maunday Thurfday : But March 23* 
the Roman barons, and all the people, 
fcadaiized at the pope’s paffion, and to fee him 
A a 3 treat 
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treat a chriftian emperor, and king of the Romany, 
in fo fhameful a manner, took up arms in his fa- 
vour. 

The pontiff, who faw with pain, that he was not 
mafter in the capital of the chriftian world, retired 
to Perugia with all' his court. The emperor was 
not fatisfied with only driving him out of Rome. 
That prince, cruel and revengeful in his na- 
ture, ufed great feverities towards all whom he 
thought attached to the pope. The hofpitallers 
and templars, devoted to the interefts of the holy 
fee, fuffered cruel perfecutions from the emperor’s 
» officers in the dominions that he poflefled in Italy*; 
they turned thefe knights, under various pretences* 
out of the lrfnds which they poflefled, took all from 
them, even to their very flaves, and plundered their 
houfes. The emperor did not ftop here ; but, to 
make the pope feel the weight of his refentment,he 
fent troops into his territories, who ravaged M*rca 
d’ Ancona, and the parriinony of St. Peter; and, 
as if he had a mind to inful t the power of the keys, 
he made ufe, in this expedition, of Sarazcn foldicrs 
his fubje&s in Sicily, that their incredulity might 
make them proof againft excommunication. 

This we learn from a letter of the pope’s direft- 
ed to the bifhops of Apulia : u That we might not 
(t feem, fays the pontiff, to compliment men to the 
' “ prejudice of the church’s intereft, we have pub- 
€t licly excommunicated the ^emperor Frederic for 
€i not going to the Holy Land, or fupplying the 

money and troops he had promifed, and for 
<c ftripping the hofpitallers and templars of their 
fC poffeflions in the kingdom of Sicily. We fob 
“ lowed this excommunication with a generttl in- 
u terdidf upon all churches, where he fliail offer to 
“ affift at divine fer Vice ; and if, notwithftanding 

* Turn etiam quia templarios ct hofpitalarios bonis mobilibos, ct 
jmmob.libus ae habebant in regno, temere fpolibant. Rain, ad an, 
122 Z. 
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14 our juft inhibition, he does affift there, we (hall 
“ proceed anew again ft him* as ag ain ft a declared 
44 heretic. In fine, if he continues to dcfpife the 
<4 cenfures of the church, we (hall abfolve all tho r c 
M that have fworn fidelity to him of their oath, 
14 particularly his fubjefts in Sicily, becaufe, ac- 
1 “ cording to the fentiments of Pope Urban II. we 
44 are not obliged to keep faith with thofe that op- 
14 pofe God and his faints, and defpife their com- 
44 mauds/* A maxim direftly oppofite to that of 
Jcfus Chrift, who faid, 44 That his kingdom was 
* not of this world, and that we muft render to 
*Cefar the things that be Cefar’s.” 

1 Yet, whether the emperor feared the confequen- 
fits of thefe threats, or was apprehenfive that John 
’■Brienne, who had made only a forced abdicati- 
llof the crown of Jerufalem, might get before 
fckn, and re-eftablifh himfelf on the throne of Pa- 
kftine, he refolved at laft to fet out upon his voy- 
thither. But before he embarked, to hinder 
ffcpope from taking any advantage of his abfence, 
if wrote him word, that he had left full powers 
with Rinaldo duke of Spoleto, to make an a- 
micable determination of all differences between 
them. The pope was far from approving a voy- 
age, that feemed to render the excommunication 
null; and therefore wrote back to him, that heex- 
pefted he (liould not crofs the fea as one of the 
crufade, till he was abfoived from the cenfures of 
the church. But the emperor, not regarding this 
prohibition, embarked at Brundufium, and arrived 
happily in the port of St. John d’Acre, on Septem- 
ber 8th, A. D. 1228. 

The patriarch with his clergy, the two grand 
mailers of the hofpitallers and templars at the head 
of their knights, the magiftrates, and all the nobi- 
lity and gentry then in Acre, went to receive him 
at landing, with all the marks of refpett due to 
his dignity^ But orders coming afterwards from 
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the pope to the patriarch, to denounce him pub- 
licly excommunicated, with an exprefs injun&ion 
to»he military orders not to obey him *, brother 
Guerin de Montaigu, grand matter of the hofpital- 
lers, and the grand matter of the templars acting 
by concert, refuted openly to join the army, if the 
emperor gave the word of command in it f. Tho* 
this prince had but eight hundred horfe, and ten 
thou land foot, yet he took the field, and advanced 
towards JtfFa, the fortifications of which they had 
refolved fhould be rebuilr before they engaged in 
the fiege of Jerufalem. The emperor, befides thefc 
troops, was likewise followed by the Teutonic 
knights, who, being bis fubje&s, did not think 
themfelves obliged to pay any Jererence to the pope’s 
orders. The hofpitallers and templars, though 
they would not join the body of the army, follow- 
ed at a diftance, for fear the Chriftbjp 
1228 . fhould fall into Tome ambufeade of thc&l- 
r.izens. The emperor being very fenhblc 
how necefiary their fuccour was to him, thought it 
beft ro difiemble a little in fuch a junftuie. He 
contented to a negotiation; and after feveral 
expedients had been propofed, it was agreed, 
that, without mentioning the name of' the empe- 
ror, the council of war fhould ifiue out orders 
in the name of God and of Chrittendom and 
after this precaution, which the knights thought 
themfelves obliged to take, upon account of the 
pope's orders, they joined the army which marched 
without oppofition to Jaffa, and reftored the forti- 
fications ot the place* 

* Prahibenter quoque hofpitalarii, templarii et Alamannii illi it* 
tendere, vel in aliquo obedire. Ioem lib. 3 pat z 1. c. 12. p. 213. 

f Chron. dc Nangis. ad. an. 1252. ex. Spicil. tom. 11. p. 521. 

J Magiftri hofpitalis faniti Joannis et templi refponderw.t, quit 
• fummo pontifice, et cui obedire volebant, erant prohib.tiei obfcqai : 
vel parere, pro u ilitatc tamen ten* et populi chriltiani pa a i erant 
juxta alios perger.', dummodo pr*ci pta vel banna ex parte fua noli* 
tonus prodamazemur. Sacm ibid, 

♦ After 
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After the emperor’s departure, Rinaldo moved 
for an audience of the pope to treat of peace ; but 
the pontiff refufed to hear him : fo Ptinaldo conti- 
nued to make war upon the pope’s fubje&s, pilla- 
ging the open country, and taking towns ; and it 
is reported, that in th^ heat of adtion, and the 
tranfport that attends the carrying of places fword 
in hand, fome priefts and clergymen were killed, o- 
titers maimed, and feveral hanged. 

u The emperor, fays the pope in one of his 
€€ letters written to Cardinal Romanus, makes ufe 
** of the Sarazens, his fubjedts, to deftroy the 
** houfes of the hofpitallers and templars, who 
•*. have hitherto preferved what is left of the Holy 
€ * Land with their blood # .” He adds, that the 
templars having, upon a certain occafion, recover- 
ed, by force of arms, the effects belonging to them, 
which the Sarazens had carried off, a lieutenant of 
the emperor’s came up, wrefted them out of their 
hands by main force, and gave them back to the 
infidels : 44 For, continues the pope, thofe knights, 
** fo brave in their perfons, and fo terrible to the 
“ Sarazens, profefs by their inftitution, never to 
€t draw their fwords againft Chriflians This 
€t lieutenant moreover turned them out of their 
€t houfes, and took from them an hundred infidel 
C4 flaves, which the two orders had in the convents 

of the two Sicilies : it looks as if his defign was 
44 to deftroy the two orders, or at leaft to reduce 
44 them to depend for the future entirely upon the 
44 emperor.” 

The pope, to oppofe fomething more terrible to 
the emperor than excommunications and manifeftos^ 


* Chiiflianis odium exhibet franifeftum ad exterminandas domu* 
bofpitalis ct fratrum militiae templi, per qua? reliquiae Terrae Sanc- 
tis badlcnus funt obfervatae. Malt. Paris, ad &nn. 1228, p. 348, et 

349 * . . 

-f Ipfis ikd audentibus juxta ordinis fui inftituta, manum arma. 
tam contra Ciuiitunoserigera. Matt. Paris, p. ibid, 

levied 
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levied two armips, putting at the head of the firft 
John dc Brienne, whom the emperor had forced to 
abdicate the crown of Jerufalem ; the counts of 
Ceiauo and Roger d’Aquila, fubjedts of Frederic, 
but rebels againft him, and protected by the pope, 
commanded the other ; and in this war, the leaders 
. of both parties committed uofpeakable cruelties, as 
if the pope’s foidiers were afraid of being outdone 
in inhumanity by the Saragens in the emperor’s ar- 
my. 

Thomas Daquin, one of the emperor’s lieute- 
nants, did not fail to give him advice of it. 44 1 he 
44 pope’s troops, fays he in his letter, * burn 
1229. li villages, carry off the cattle, imprifon 
44 the inhabitants, and oblige them, by 
44 force of torments, to ranfom themfelves. There 
44 is no fort of cruelty hut they exercife it on yoyr 
44 iubje&s, without con fide ring that they commit 
44 all thefe violences in the territories of a chpfft* 
44 emperor, who is a6tually inarms for the defeat 
44 of the Hply Land All the clergy of the empire 
44 cry out, and demand with what confcience tbc 
44 common lather of v hrifiians can make war on 
44 the firft princr. in Chriftendom ; and whrtherbc 
44 has loigot that when St. Peter was drawing U* 
44 fword, our Lord ordered him to put it up io 
44 the icabbard, faying, whoever fmiteth with the 
44 fwoid, (hall perilh by the (word. Th<y are a- 
c< ftoniihed too, how a pprlpn, that txcommuni- 
44 cates robbers and incendiaries every day, can now 
44 thunder out ihe cenfures of the church agaioft 
44 the king of the Romans. Take proper meatuns, 
44 fir, for the fecuri y of your people, and \vithal 
44 of your own perion ; for Johmde Brienne, who 
44 refufes you the apguft title of emperor, h^s lh:ps 
4e in readinefs in moft of the ports of Italy, to lur- 
44 prize. you in your return.” 

• Mut. Pad*, ad an. 1*29. p. 353. 
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The emperor had advice afterwards, by other 
letters, that the pope’s generals, after driving the 
imperialifts out of Marca d’ Ancona, had forced 
them to retire into the kingdom of Naples; that 
they had feized St. Germans, and moft of the o* 
ther towns in that kingdom, as far as Capua. That 
the pontiff’s emiffaries had prevailed with feveral 
towns ♦ in Lombardy to take up arms in his favour; 
that this new alliance made war upon fuch othefr 
placts as ftill prelerved their allegiance to the em* 
pire, and that the pope had fent a legate in their 
army,, who directed all the ffeps of it. This was 
thefource of the two factions fo remarkable in hi- 
ftory by the name of Guclphs and Gibelins ; the 
•firft of which declared tor the popes, and the other 
ranged themlelves under the banner of the cm- 
pire. 

Frederic, enraged at this news, and regarding 
the pope no longer under any other notion than 
that of his mortal enemy, refolved to return in all 
hafte for Italy, to detend his own dominions. But 
that he might quit Paleftine with fome (hew of ho- 
nour, he caufed a report to be fpread abroad, that 
his perfon was not fafe, and that the hofpitallers 
and templars, at the pope’s inftigation, were endea- 
vouring to deliver him up to the Sarazens. This 
Matthew Paris, a contemporary hiftorian, relates, 
with more particular circumftances, and fays, thatf 
the inhabitants of the Holy Land, and efpecially 
the templars and hofpitallers inftigated by the devil 
and the father of difeord, and urged by the re- 
vengefuPfpirit of the pope, gave fecret advice to 
the (ultan of Egypt, that the emperor was to go, 
out of devotion, to bathe in the river Jordan, and 
that he would perform the journey on foot, and 

• Milan, Veroni, Piacenza, Vercelli, Lodi, Alexandria, Tre- 
nto, Padua, Vicenza, Turin, Novara, Mantua, Brefcia, Bologna 
ct faenza. 

•j Matt, Paris, ad, an. 1229. p. 358. 

with 
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with a fmall retinue, fo that he might eafily dif- 
patch him, or at leaft feize his perfon : That the 
fultan, upon receipt of this letter, the feal of which 
he knew, conceived an utter abhorrence of the per- 
fidioufnefs of thefe knights, and that, far from ma- 
king any ufe of it, that prince generoufly fent the 
letter to the emperor, who had already received fe- 
veral intimations of this traiterous defign ; that his 
Imperial majefty diffembled his knowledge of it, 
till a proper time came to revenge the injury ; and 
that this was the true rea'bn of the hatred he Shew- 
ed afterwards to thefe two military orders. It muft 
ncverthelefs be owned *, adds Matrhew Paris that 
the templars were more blamed for this piece of 
treachery thap the knights of St. John. 

However that be, as the emperor wanted only a 
pretext of quitting the Holy Land without difho- 
nour to himfelf, he entered privately into a nego- 
tiation with the fultan of Egypt for a truce, which 
was concluded for ten years. 'He publifhed after- 
wards the conditions of it, which confifted chiefly, 
as he faid, in the reftitution of Jerufalem, which 
the fultan gave up to the emperor, with the cities 
Bethlehem, Nazareth, Thoron and Sidon ; allow- 
ing him likewife tb« liberty of repairing the forti- 
fications of thefe places, and of rebuilding the walls 
of Jerufalem ; which city was left entirely to his 
difpofal, except the temple, which, with the court 
and inclofure about it, was to remain in the hands 
of the infidels, with the privilege of the free exer- 
cife of their religion in it. 

This treaty being executed, a great number of 
chriftian families, upon the emperor’s word, re- 
turned to Jerufalem. Some monks, and even* nuns, 
drawn by the holinefs of the place, took pofleflion 

• Veruntamen hofpbalarit minorem notam infamise fup er hoe fa&o 
contraxerunt. Matt. JPaiis, ad ann. 1229. p. 357, 

i again 
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again of their convents, and began to repair them *• 
But it was not long before they difcovered the il- 
lufion of the treaty which Jiad nothing real in it 
but a defign of amufing the Chriftians of the eaft, 
and impofing on thofe of the weft +. For the em- 
peror, inftead of railing again the fortifications of 
the towns, which he pretended were yielded to him, 
though this was neceftary to fecure the pofTcffion 
of them to the Latin Chriftians, reje&ed with con- 
tempt the offers made him by the hofpitallers and 
<emplars, of contributing to put thofe places in a 
condition of defence: So they continued ft ill dis- 
mantled, and confequently in the power of the in- 
fidels, who were then mafters of the field, with 
forces infinitely fuperior to thofe of the Chriftians* 
and the emperor having afted, as we may 
fay, this comedy in the eaft, embarked in" 1229. 
the month of May, and arrived happily in 
his kingdom of Sicily. 

The war refumed a new vigour from the empe- 
ror’s prefence. That prince, who was a great foi- 
dier, carried it on with better fuccefs than the pope’s 
generals ; he drove them out of moft of the places 
they had feized in his abfence. John de .Btienne 
likeways quitted the command of the army of the 
holy fee, and returned into France to prepare for 
bis voyage to Conftantinople, whither he had been 
invited alter Robert de Courtenay’s death, to take 
care of the empire. The pope, defpairing to get 
tbe better of his enemy by temporal arms, had re- 
courfe to fpiritual ones, which he managed with 
much better fuccefs ; and, after renewing the ex- 
communication againft the emperor, he added this 
claufe*to it : “ And forafmuch as that prince, out 

* Vide epift. Geroldi p.itriarc. Hier. idem ibid. 

, t Sibi fra.ribus temp'i tt h<fpitali$ ptaefentantibus foiemnher et 
Uiftantcr, q od f» vellet firmarr, ficut pr< m : f rat, civitatcm, ipfi ei 
pc Hunt confilium et auxilium ad onficiendum ccmpararent. 
Matt. Paris, ad ann 1229. p, 359. 

Vql. I. B b “ of 
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“ of a vifiblc contempt of excommunication, has 
“ made no ftep of fubmiffion to our orders, * we 
4C declare all his fubje&s abfolved of their oath of 
“ fideli'y to him.’* A terrible attempt,, which au- 
thorized the revolt of all that were maleconteof. 
The emperor, in faff, was fo terrified with it, that 
he ufed the iatereft of feveral cardinals, and -divers 
prelates, whom lie caitfed to come exprefs out of 
Germany, to bring the pope to a better temper. 
The negotiation laded almoft a year; and the van- 
quifhed preferibed terms to the victorious fide. The 
emperor, before he could obtain peace, was 
1230. obliged to fwear that he would fttbmit to the 
pope’s orders, without any exception. He 
was abfolved upon this condition ; and, among o- 
ther articles, extorted from that prince, it was laid, 
that he fhould, within the time preferibed himhjr 
the church, repair all the damages he had done to 
the orders of the hofpitallers and templars that 
he fhould pay the charge of the war, and reimbuifc 
the holy father all the money he had been obliged 
to furnifh for the defence of the patrimony of St. 
Peter. * 

The emperor, to get rid> of -the excommunicati- 
on, whereof he dreaded the consequences, fubferibed 
to all thefe conditions, and executed them, parti- 
cularly with regard to the hofpitallers and templars. 
But that prince, retaining always a keen refentment 
againft thole two orders, had no fooner received his 
absolution, than, under one pretext or other, -he 
began to perfeeme, them again. Henry de-Maura, 
lord chief jnftice of -the kingdom -of Sicily, on 
both lides the Faro di 'Medina, ftoueftered all their 
cffe&s and pofliflrms 5- and, upon their complaints, 
the pope lent a nuncio to Frederic, to demand fa- 
lisfaftion of him for thofe violent proceed- 
,2 3 1- ing.s f. *• If you really wifh, as you areo- 

* Rain, ad ann. 1230. t. 13. p 405. n. 9. 

•f Idem ad ann. 1230. t. 13. p. 413. 
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“bilged to do, fays tire pontiff to him in his 
11 briefs that the affairs of the Holy Land may 
“ go on profperoufly, far from perfecuting the 
" hofpitallers and templars, you ought to give 
4i your imperial protection to two orders, that, 
with infinite trouble, and continual fatigues, and 
1“ in the mklft of a thoufand dangers, to which 
j'** they are daily expofed, i’opport that tottering 
*• ftace; and it is the moft effectual means to reD- 
u der you both acceptable in the fight of God, and 
honourable in the efteem of men And the 
ppatiff concludes his letter with conjuring him, in 
ttoumoft: prelfing terms, to reftore the effeCts and 
prfeffions that had been fa unjuft ly taken from, 
die hofpitallers of St. John and the templars. Fre* 
received the nuncio welb and promifed to 
, live a great regard to the pope’s recommendation ; 
litinffead of that, though he was only the fub^ 
stern favereign of the ifle, he renewed his per fo 
Mons ; and,, to revenge himfelf on fuch of his 
SiKbnf fubjeCfs, as, during his- excommunication, 
tended a red in favour of : the pope, the lord in 
whom the direCl dominion was veiled, and fupremc 
‘ fiwereign tof that kingdom, he obliged them to put 
; withe crofs 5 and, by a fort of banifhment, which 
; Urdoaloed with the pretence of religion, and that 
\ 0 £ foccourirrg the Holy Land, he fent them away 
dother,. without ever allowing them to come back, 
or.return into their country, even after they had 
accomplifhed their pilgrimage. 

The order of St. John, ftill fuffering under the 
perfecution of that prince, loft* this year, 
their grand^mafter Guerin de JVlontaigu, a 1230. 
geatiefnau of noble ex tra&ion in the pro- 
vince of Auvergne, but who by his virtues added 
^greater luftre to liis family than he derived front 
itt The knights^of Sr, John,.affem- n 
bling in chapter, chofe, in his ftead, i5ER f I RAND 
brother Bertrand? de Texis, who, DE l£XIS - 
B b 2 following 
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following the fteps of his pre deceffor, applied him- 
felf as dofely to the affairs of the liate, as to the 
government of the order. 

Paieiline, which, from the time of John de Bri- 
enne’s abdication, had been deprived of the pre- 
fence of its fovereign, was, like a (hip without a 
pilot, toffed continually by new tempefts, and muft 
infallibly have perifhed, without the conftant fuc- 
cour of the hofpitallers and templars. I fay no- 
thing of the Teutonic knights, becaufc fince A.D- 
1226, the greateft part of them were gone into 
Pruffia ; the inhabitants of which, being idolaters,, 
had entered into a barbarous war again ft the Chri- 
ftians their neighbours, maffacred the priefts at the 
foot of the altars, and put the facred veffels to pro- 
fane ufes. Conrad duke of Mazovia called in the 
Teutonic knights- to his affiftance, and, for a begin- 
ning of a fettlement, gave them the whole territor- 
ry of Culm, with all the lands they could conquer 
from the infidels Herman de Salza, # mafter of 
the order, deputed one of his knights, named Con- 
rad de Lanlberg, to conclude this treaty, which was 
figned by three bifhops of the country, Gonther 
of Mazovia, Michael of Cujavia, and Chriftian of 
Pruffiu Hereupon the Teutonic knights went in- 
to thofe northern provinces, where, in a continued 
feries of wars, they acquired fucceffively an 
1232. entire fovereignty to themlelves, the royal 
and ducal Pruffia, Livonia and the dutchies 
of Courland, and Semigallen, all provinces of a 
vaft extent, and fufficient to form a great kingdom. 

From what we have now faid it appears, that 
the defence of the Holy Land was left only in the 
hands of the hofpitallers and templars. Thfc em- 
peror indeed, w ho was very fenfible that that little 
fiate could not fupport itl'elf, had, before his de- 
parture, promifed the two grand mailers, and the 

• Duflburg, chron, PittfT. part 2. c.‘ 1. p, 28. 
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principal lords of the country, that he would, at 
his return home, fend a canliderablc body of troops, 
thither, and maintain them at his own expence . 
He gave his word likewise to fend thither prince 
€onrad: hir fon, to whom the kingdom of Jerufa- 
lem- belonged in right of the emprefs Yolant his 
mother, daughter to John de Brienne, and the prin- 
cefs Mary. But that prince, being, at his return, 
ftken up’ with the defign of cllablilhing the impe- 
nd authority over all Italy, referved his whole force 
for the execution of that great project, and Teemed 
fehave entirely forgot the interefts of Pale (line. 
The princefs Alice, half filler by the mother’s fide 
m queen Mary, being, as well as the latter, the iflue 
e£ queen Ifabei of jerufalcm, and at this time wi- 
fcw of Hugh de Lufignan king of Cyprus, palled 
fttO 1 Syrian in hopes of making an advantage of 
to emperor’s abfence at fuch a dillance, and de- 
luded the crown of Jerufalein *. lfot whatever 
iSRtreaanant the two military orders had received 
Jfe&the emperor, the two grand mailers oppofed 
the pretenlions of this princeis, android her, that 
nothing' but prince Conradk death or voluntary ab- 
dication, could give her any right to the crown. 
The emperor having advice of thefe notions, and 
fearing' leaft the queen dowager of Cyprus Ihould 
& lafif gam over the two orders to her interefts, 
feht> a body of German troops into Paleftine, and 
put over them as his lieutenant Richard Fitz Auger 
fflarlhal of his army. This general, landing at 
Acre, indkad of mild and pacifying, meafures, and 
inftcad of endeavouring’ to render his mailer’s go- 
vernment and his own authority agreeable 
to thV inhabitants- of the town, and the 1232* 
lords of the country, treated them with ex- 
ceffive* rigour, laid upon them impofts unheard of 
before in Pafcftine, and taxed the richeft citizens f. 

9 Sanut. 1. 3. c. 13. p. 214. 

t Hem, lib. 3 part, 11, c, 13. p. 214* 

B b 3 He 
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He deprived fome of their eftates, haraffed others, 
and treated them all as he would have treated infi- 
dels in a conquered country. The inhabitants and 
principal nobility, after enduring,' for four or five 
years together* all the oppreilions that avarice, fup- 
ported by abiolute power, could lay upon them, 
having loft their patience as well as their effects, 
and, being left without any refourfe but their cou- 
rage, ran to arms, drove the Germans out of the 
town, and obliged them to take refuge in Tyre, 
the only place they had left, where John d’Hybe- 
lin. Lord of Berytus, and Jaffa, at the head of the 
gentry, prepared to befiege them. 

The emperor, furprized and alarmed at this 
news, had recourfe to the pope’s authority, ^defir- 
ing him to exen it in his favour, with the grand 
mafter de Texis, and the knights of St. John : 

And to regain the efteem and confidence 
* 2 v 8 . of that order, which he had perfecutedfo 
long, he put the knights again in pofieffi- 
on of all the effects and eftates he had fo unjuftly 
taken from them. 

The pope, at this prince’s inftance, fent the arch- 
bifhop of Ravenna to the Holy Land, as legate of 
the holy fee, and gave him very prtffing letters to 
the grand mafter, and council oi: the order, where- 
in he exhorted them to ufe their prudence, and the 
authority they had in Paleftine, to quiet thefe dif- 
furbances. The grand mafter, upon receipt of 
the pope’s brief, exerted himfelf to the utmoft for 
a reconciliation. By his own conduit, fupported 
with the power of his order, he brought matters to 
bear, and re-eftabli(hed the emperor’s authority 
in St. John d’Acre, and the other towns of Pa- 
leftine. 

The forces of the Latin Chriftians being confi- 
derably weakened in the Holy Land, by a viilory 
which the fultan of Aleppo gained about that time 
over the templars, the grand mafter of the hofpi- 

tallers 
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(alters fent his fummons, and drew a great number 
of knights from the weft. There went, 
fays Matthew Paris, from the hofpitallers 1 239* 
houfe of Clerkenwell in London, a great 
number of knights with banners difplayed, preced- 
ed by brother Theodric their prior, a German by 
nation, who fet out for the Holy Land, at the 
head of a confiderable body of troops in their pay. 
Thefe knights, fays he, palling over London- 
bridge, faluted, with their capuce in hand, all the 
inhabitants that crowded to fee them pafs, and re- 
commended themfelves to their prayers *. 

Whilft the order was drawing out of England 
this fuccour for the Holy Land, it furnifhed the 
Chriftian kings of Spain, who were continually at 
war againft the Moors of the country, with a much 
more confiderable one. Don James, the firft of 
the name, king of Arragon, having driven the. 
Moors out of the ifles of Majorca and Minorca, 
undertook the conqueft of the kingdom of Valen- 
ti*. He fitted put a ftrong fleet, and' his land ar- 
my confifted of above fixty tlioufand men. The. 
power of the kings of Arrogan never made fo for- 
midable an appearance before. This mighty force, 
did not difeourage Zael king of Valentia,the brav- 
eft of all the princes of the Moors t but as he had 
not an army ftrong enough to keep the field a- 
gainft that of Don James, he threw himfelf into 
his capital. The Chriftians foon inverted the place : 
He made a gallant defence; and, though befieged 
both by fea and land, the king of Arragon could 
not gain an inch of ground, but what coft him the 
braveft of his foldiers. The Moors made frequent 
fallies? in which there was always much bloodfhed. 
The fuccefs of the fiege grew every day more and 
more doubtful : Don James, feeing his troops di- 

# Fratres vero, inclinatis capitibcs, hinc ct inde caputii? depefltis, 
fe omnium precibus conuticndarunt, Mutth. Paris, ad ann. 1237. 
P- 444 . 
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rfiinifh; called in the Hofpitallers of St. John to his : 
fuccour. Brother Hugh de' Fbrcalqukr, cartel! a<v 
of Krtipofta, and lieutenant to the grand m&rtbty 
arrived in the damp" at the' head 'of a-confidei^blc 
number of SpaWhh knights ; and* to makfc- this* 
fttcCbur the' more fcrVibeaWe,* he had^ reinforced* 
the hi* with two thoufalld’ fb<W levied, at his own 1 
eXpence, among the vaffalfc of the order. 

It was l nO little fattefattictai to the king to* fee hint 
arrive fo well attended. 7^'he fiege foon put on a* 
fleW face* A laudable* emulation* ran through the 
Chriftian arrrty. T he knights* diftinguifhed them*-* 
ffelites as ; ufual ; by their intrepidity, and carried feve- 
rtf 1 advanced 1 Works (Word' in h’andl Zacl, ftraiten-* 
ed by the lofs of thefe ports; (hut himfelf up in the 
heart of the town. Hfc held out there for fome 
time longer ; but; prdTed at length by want of 
provifions, and having loft the choioeft of his ga^ 
rifon, he capitulated, and^furpetidtred thb place to 1 
the king of Arragon. The reft of the kingdom- 
followed the example of the 1 Capital; every thing 
, fell before the power of the conqueror, and the 
.crown of Valentia w&> united tb- that of Arvagon. 
IDbn James publkkly acknowledged, that 1 he owed 
this important conqueft tb the valour of the hofpi- 
tkllers. He recompenled them, like a* liberal and 
generous prince, with the town of Cerviera, and 
all its dependencies 1 , wkh Afbola, Aleotever, and 
the plain of St* Matthew, all which he gave in ab- 
fblute property tb the order 1 . 

But recompenfes of ftyconfiderable a* value, and 
which ferved as a' teftimony of their valour, excit- 
ed afterwards the envy and indignation of the neigh- 
bouring bilhops ; for thr caftellan of Empofta re- 
ceiving orders from the grand mafter, whole lieu- 
tenant he was in Arragon, and in the principality 
of Catalonia, to make a detachment from thence 
of the fervants and vaflals of the order, for the 
peopling of thofe towns, which were then full of 

infidel 
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infidel inhabitants ; and this colony fetting up the 
crofs, and refufing, in virtue of their ancient pri- 
vileges, to fubmit to the payment of tythes, . they 
were ftrangely furprifed to hear, that the bilhops 
inftead of lending their afiiftance for the converfi- 
onof the Moors that were left in thofe places, had 
laid a general interdict upon all the country grant- 
ed to the order by the king of Arragon. 

It was not without great indignation that the 
pope received the news of this invafion of the pii- 
vileges granted to that military order by fo many 
of his predeceflbrs. He immediately took off that 
unjuft interdict; becaufe, according to the bulls of 
the fovereign pontiffs, the order was fubjedl to no 
Jurifdi&ion but that of the holy fee, and he jnade 
a decree, with fevere penalties annexed to it, that 
no one for the future Ihould difturb therifubjedls of 
an order, the members whereof employed their 
fortunes and lives only for the defence of Chriften- 
dom. 

Yet, in contempt of this folemn prohibition, the 
bifhop of St. John d’Acre began a frefh djfpute 
with the knights of the eaft, upon the iubjedi of 
the right of tythes, under pretence, that fince the 
lofs of Jerufalcm, and the fettlement of the order 
in Sr. John d’Acre they had acquired in that city, 
and in other parts of his diocefe, fcveral kinds of 
pofTcffions, that did not belong to the order from 
the firft times of its foundation. This prelate kept 
his defign and meafures fecret; and, under a quite 
different pretence, made a voyage and waited uppo» 
the pope. He represented to him, that the hofpi- 
tallers, by means either of their conquefts or ac- 
quifitions, fwailowed up all the revenues of the bi- 
lhops. He revived, at the fame time, the bitter 
complaints that Foulcher, patriarch of Jerusalem, 
had made to Adrian IV. on account of the inter- 
dict and burials before mentioned ; and he con- 
cluded with befeeching his holinefs, to publdh an 
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explanation of his predcccfior’s bolls, agreeable to~ 
the rights of bi (hops,- and fueh as might fcrvc to 
limit the privileges of" the knights. 

The pope referred the examination of thefe* 
grievances to cardinal James de Pecoraria, to whom 
that pontifFbiad committed th'e'afftirs of'Paleftine. 
The bfthop of Ac tc laid before him a long memo- 
rial of thefe grievances, in which the order of Str^ 
John 'was treated with no great tendernefs; The 
cardinal communicated it* to brother Andrew de: 
Poggia, who refided then at the court of Rome, as* 
procurator general of the hofpitallers. That 
fenight maintained the interdls of his order with * 
proper zeal, and fhewed plainly, that the bifbop of 
Acre, under pretence of 1 new ? grievances, did 
nothing but revive tbeold pretenfions of the cler- 
gy of Paleftine, that had been feje&ed in the af- 
ftmbly of Ferentino. The 'pope, upon the Cardi- 
nal's report of the cafe, referred the judgement of 
it to the patriarch of Jerufalem, the archbifhop of 
Tyfe, and the abbot of St. Satmfel d’A'cre. The 
bifhop could not have vrifhed forjudges that' were’ 
lefs exceptionable ; yet thefe prelates, though inte* 
reflfed in the affair, being with all* juftfy lenfibte, 
that they fublifted themfclves on!y*by the fuceour 
of thefe knights, obliged their collegue* to defift 1 
from his pretensions. 

I know not whether it be to this prelate, or any! 
Other enemy of the order; that we are to aferibe* 
the account given the pope about' this time, that* 
the hofpitallers gave themfelves^ up to fhameful ir- 
regularities, and. that a Greek ahd fcbifmatical 
prince, who was actually at* wat* with the Latins* 
was afiifted by them with arms and horfes. *Grc^ 
gory IX. who was then in the chair of 1 St. Peter, a 1 
pOntifFof a warm and fiery difpofition, wrote’ im- 
mediately about it to the grand mafter, and the 
whole order, in tei rns di6fcated by a furious zeal. 
The exatthefs, which the duty of a faithful hiftori- 
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an requires, does notallow me to pafs over t his 
brief in (Hence, cfpecialiy Once it is recited at .length 
by the annalift of the church. 

“ \\e have heard with grief, ;fays the pope, 

“ that you keep in your houfes women of a loofe 
“ life, aud live dilbndefly* with them ; that, you are 
“ no longer mutt h> ohierving yourvow of.ipovcr- 
“ ty ; ,and that fome particular perfons j among 
“ you enjoy great eftat^s in property ; that, in 
u confideration of an annual retribution, you pro- 
“ teft, without diftinftion, all that arc admitted 
“ into your confraternity ; that, under this pre- 
“ rence, your houfes fprve for t an afylum tOi«ob- 
“ bers/ murderers, and; there ties, 5 1 that, in oppo^ 
“ Tuion to the intereft ,of the Latin princes, you 
“ have furnifbed arros<and hotdes to Vatacius, an 
“ enemy of God and the church : that you .daily 
“ retrench fomething of your ordinary alms; ;; that 
“ you alter 'therWtils of fufch as die iniyour hofpi- 
u s ttl, not without fufpiciom of forgery ; that . you 
“ allow no perfons that are there tu confers, to any 
“ priefts, but thofe of your order, **r fuch as you 
“ give (ala^ies to. ;Jti is pledged like ways, .adds 
“ the. fovereign ppqdff, that many ibf your bre- 
“ thren are fufpe&ed ofrherdfy. ,> 

The- pope, r at the end of this brief, exboEts /the 
grand mailer to earnest f thefe great abufes, allow- 
ing him, for that end, ouly, three months time ; 
and if it be not dope within, that* term, by the fame 
brief,. rwhioh- be^irs date i3tb.l2§8, bcor- 

dersf^the archbi/hop of Tyre* to repair to the head- 
hopfe of the order, and, in virtue, of the apodoli- 
cal authority, to fet up^ about an immediate reform 
mauon of that great body of military friars, as well 
ia the head as in the members. * 

It is not a little furpriling, after the honourable 
teftimony that Andrew king of Hungary, an cye- 
witnefs,- bad, in t 1218, given of the virtue of thefe^ 
knights, that we find, in this .pontiff’s briefs, fuefi: 

grievous 
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grievous reproaches againft the order. Perhaps 
they might arife from the hatred and calumny of 
their enemies : perhaps too, and it w probable, the 
pope would not have made fuch a ftir about them, 
if he were not convinced of their irregularities. 
So extraordinary a change in their houfes, if it be 
true, {hould make the holieft and moft auftere fo- 
cieties tremble, when they reflect, that they may, 
in lefs than twenty years, degenerate from their 
primitive regularity, and fall into the moft terrible 
diforders. 

Whatever be the cafe, as to the truth or falfe* 
hood of thefe accufations, it is certain, that in the 
fame age, and under the fame pontificate, the fpi- 
rit of mortification and charity (till made an emi- 
nent figure among the hofpitailers, and feveral of 
the knights of thofe times are even now honoured 
as faints. 

Such are the blefled Hugh, Gerard Mecati of 
Villamagna, Gerland of Poland, all hofpitailers of 
the order of St. John, who lived in that age, and 
deferved to be canonized in the opinion, and by 
the anticipated fuffrages of the chriftian world. 

- The blefled Hugh, preceptor or commander of 
the commandry of Genoa, devoted himfelf to the 
fervice of the poor and pilgrims in the hofpital un- 
ner his direction. The verbal procefs of his life, 
drawn up after his deatk by Otho de Fiefchi, arch- 
bifhop of Genoa, upon exprefs orders from Pope 
Gregory IX, fays, that his life was one continual 
penance, attended with fervent prayers, and a 
boundlefs charity to the poor and pilgrim*. Ac- 
cording to the archbifhop'a account, he newer eat 
meat ; his fall lafted the whole year round, Sun- 
days only excepted. He always wore a long hair- 
fhirt, tied upon his fleih with an iron chain ; a ta- 
ble ferved him for his bed, and he placed it in a 
grotto below the hofpital on thfc fide towatds the 
fi:a. He pafiiJ the whole of the day, either in 
a 2 prayer 
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prayer, or in attendance On the ficfe ; and i£ any 
pilgrims came in, he waffied their feet, and kified 
them with profound humility. It was in a conti- 
nual practice of thefe virtues, that the blefled Hugh 
finifhed at laft the facrifice of himfelf. 

The blefled Gerard Mecati lived almoft at the 
fame time. He was born at Villamagna, a town 
about three or four miles from the famous city of 
Florence. He entered himfelf early in the order 
of hofpitallers, as a ferving brother, and difehar- 
ged all the duties of his place with an ardent zeal 
and charity towards the poor. Having palled part 
of his life in the hofpitals of the order, a defirc of 
greater perfection, and the love of retirement and 
folitude, made him procure the permiffion of his 
fuperiors, to end his days in a defart. He Ihut 
himfelf up in a poor cottage, without any 
cloaths, but a long hair cloth, or any food, but 
herbs and wild fruits. Paul Mimi, in his treatife 
of the gentry of Florence, fpeaks of the blefled 
Gerard in thefe terms ; “ Gerard Mecati, a native 
“ of Villamagna, was a ferving brother in the il- 
“ luftrious order of the knights of St. John of Je* 
“ rufalem, and we may juftly call him a fecbiid 
v Hilarion.” It was about A. D, 1 242, that this 
pious hermit ended his days, and was tranflated to 
the fociety of the faints* 

Brother Gerland of Poland, Others fay of Ger- 
many, knight of the order, who lived at the fame 
time, was no lefs illuftrious for his piety than his 
valour. He fpent part of his life in war againft the 
infidels. His fuperiors fent him afterwards in the 
retinuf of the emperor Frederic II. to take care of 
the interefls of the order. He foon became an ex- 
ample to all the court ; and, having acquitted him- 
felf of his pod to the grand mailer’s latisfrClion, 
he retired, with his permiffion, to the commandery 
of Calatagirona, where he fpent the reft of his days 
leading a life truly angelical. I (hall not infift o a 
Vol. I. C c bis 
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his application to prayers, or his continual auftert* 
ties, 1 (hall confine myfelf entirely to the virtues of 
his condition, anti thofe of a true hofpitaller. He 
was a father to the poor, a protestor of the wi- 
dows, a guardian to orphans, a general arbitrator, 
and amicable compounder of all differences ; all 
which examples prove, that at that time the fpirit 
of charity and love of mortification were not extinft 
in the order, as an unknown informer would have 
perfuaded the pope. As for that pontiff’s re- 
proaching the ho^mallers with having fupplied a 
Greek Prince called Vatacius with arms and horfes. 
I can fcarce find any better grounds for this thaa 
for the other accufations, with which fome have 
endeavoured to blacken their character. All that 
the pope fays of this Vatacius, whom in his brief 
he ftiles an enemy of God and the church, de- 
pends on a train of events, which, with regard to 
the hiftory I am writing, it may be proper to dear 
up. 

At the time of the laft revolution and diftur- 
bance at Conflantinople, which occafioned the ta- 
king of that capital of the empire by the troops of 
the crufade, fome Greek princes, defeended moft 
of them from imperial houfts, to avoid fubmitting 
to the authority of the Latins, retired into diffe- 
rent provinces of tjie empire, cantoned themfelves 
there, and fet themfelves up for fovercigns. Jfaac, 
or as others call him, Alexis, Comnenus went to 
found a new empire on the borders of Cappadocia 
and Colchis, the city of Trebizund, fituated on the 
Black Sea, being made the capital of it. The 
Princefs Michael, and Theodore Comneni feized 
on the empire and Albania ; and Theodoro Lafca- 
ris, the moft potent and formidable of them all, 
after having conquered the greateft part of Bithy- 
nia, defeated the Turcomans that were in poflefii- 
on of it, and killed the Sultan of Iconium in battle, 
with his own hand. He afiiuned the imperial or- 
naments 
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naments at Mice* with the title of Emperor, which 
he left to John Ducas his fon in law, furnamed Va- 
tacius ; which would make one fufptlf, that this 
prince was defcended of the imperial houfe of Du- 
cas only by the female fide. 

Excepting the point of fchifm, he was one of 
the greateft princes of his age, wife, vigilant, and 
Indefatigable, always mindful of events, and on the 
watch to obferve the ftate and difpofition of the 
kingdoms adjoining to his own. All thefe provinces 
.afforded him fo many enemies. He looked upon 
the poffcflors of them, whether Chriftiaris or Ma- 
hometans, as ufurpers ; but, wife in the ordering 
of his defigns, he took his meafures fo well, that 
he never had but one enemy at a time to oppofe. 
He fcai ce ever wanted pretences to make war, and, 
if he did not carry it on with fuccefs, he was fi ill 
lefs at a iofs for means to bring about a - peace. 
Thus to prevent the pope’s fending of fuccoui s to 
the Latin emperors of ConftantinopJe, he effllcd 
a great zeal tor the union of the Gree k church with 
the i atin, and carried the matter fo far, as to have 
conferences held upon the fubjtlt in his own pa- 
lace, wherein he afiifted himfclf, and to encourage 
a complying and reconciling temper, afllimed the 
charter of a diiinterelted mediator. It was by 
fuch a politic conduit, as much as by his valour, 
that, after driving the Latin emperors out of A- 
fia Minor, he carried his arms into Europe, and 
advanced to attack them, in the very centre of the 
empire. . 

Such was the famous Vatacius, with whom the 
bofpi tellers were accufed of holding correfpondence. 
But if we rcflelt that this Greek prin<^ was often 
engaged againft the fame infidels, with whom the 
knights of St. John were continually at war, why 
fhould it be thought ftrange, that in a common 
caufe, and as allies, they fhould affift that prince 
with horfes and arms : befides, as the holpitalleis 
C c 2 had 
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had feme houfes in Conftantinople, I do not fee 
how it can be imputed to them as a crime, that they 
kept fome meafures with fo powerful a prince, who 
was on the point of making himfelf mailer of that 
capital of the empire. 

That empire, of which the princes of the crufade 
had made fo glorious a conqueft, had, from the 
very moment of their gaining it, loft much of its 
ancient grandeur and power. B.fides the ifles of 
the Archipelago, of which the Venetians and Ge- 
noefe had made themfelves mailers, we have feen, 
that the marquefs of Montferrat, for his {hare of 
the conqueft, had Theffaly and the adjoining pro- 
vinces erecled into a kingdom, and that the Greek 
princes had quartered out, and difmembered that 
unfortunate empire. 

Baldwin, the firft Latin emperor, was no fooner 
acknowledged as fuch, than, impatient to flgnatee 
his acceffion to that great dignity, he formed the 
iiege of Adrianople, the inhabitants whereof had 
made an inlurrecftion. Joanitze, king of the Bul- 
garians and Walachians, who had revolted from 
the Greek empire, a prince of great valour, but 
cruel and barbarous, fearing the emperor might 
attack him in his turn, advanced to the relief of 
the befleged. He was at the head af a numerous 
army, compofed of the Bulgarians and Walachians 
his fubjedls, bdides fome Greeks, and even Turco- 
mans that he had in . his pay. Baldwin, upon, his 
approach, railed the fiege, advanced to meet him, 
and gave him battle. His troops broke through all 
before them: Baldwin, fired with, courage, and 
transported with the hopes of vL&ory, inconsiderate- 
ly abandoned himfelf to the purfuit of an ehemy, 
that fled wirfx art, and only to draw him into an 
ambufcadc. The new emperor of Conftantinople, 
too far advanced before the body of his army, was 
furrounded at once by the Bulgarians and Wala- 
chians, who, cutting the troops that had been abl^ 
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to follow him in pieces, took him prifoner. Joa- 
nirze kept him for fome time in a dungeon, loaded 
with irons ; and wh^n at laft he took him out, it 
was only to put him to a barbarous death. After 
ordering his legs and arms to be cut off*, they threw 
the unfortunate prince into a valley, where he lived 
three days expokd as a prey to the wild bealls, who 
fed upon him. 

P/ince Henry his brother fucceeded him, and go* 
, verned the empire with various fuccefs for the fpace 
of ten years. He is faid to have been poifoned by 
the Greeks. This prince dying, like his elder brother, 
without iffue, left the crown to Peter dt Courtenay 
his brother-in-law, a prince of the blood royal of 
France. * This new emperor, going to Conftanti- 
nople, and pafiing through the donvpions of Theo- 
dore Comnenus, by virtue of a treaty of alliance 
made with that prince, was feized in the mountains 
of Albania, and the perfidious Greek put him to 
death. The crown defeended of right to Philip 
count of Namur, eldeft fon to the emperor Peter ; 
but that young prince, in all probability, preferring 
a quiet principality, and a fure dominion, to a tot- 
tering throne, and the empty title of emperor, re- 
{igned his right to prince Robert his brother, who 
ai rived, at Conftantinople at the latter end of the 
year 1220. He had all his reign two formidable. e- 
nemies to encounter, John Ducas, and Theodore 
Comnenus, the cruel murderer of the emperor his 
father; who, without acting in concert, took from 
him, each on his reipt&ivt tide, molt of the places 
that covered Conftantinople. A third enemy, and 
a much more dangerous one than the two former, 
role up to complete his misfortunes. There was hi 
Conftantinople a young lady of admirable beauty, 
originally of the province of Artois, and daughter 
to Baldwin de Ncuville, a knight that was prefent 
at the takiftg of Conftantinople. This lady was on 
the point of being married to a young Burgundian 
C c 3 lord. 
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lord, with whom fhe was already contra&ed. Her 
relations prefenting her to the emperor for his con- 
fen t to the marriage, the vouog prince was fmitten 
with her Angular beauty, a violent paffion feized 
him, and, though he was feniible that young Neu* 
ville was engaged to a lord of his court, yet, hav- 
ing no other way to make himfelf eafy, he refolved 
to marry her. * he mother and daughter, dazzled 
on the other hand wirh the luftre of a crown, flight- 
ed their firft engagements, and the mother conduc- 
ted her daughter to the emperor’s bed. Sanutfays 
expreisly, that he was married to hep. Baldwin 
d’Avefne fee ms on the contrary to insinuate, that 
the prince enjoyed her on eafier terms. Be that as 
it will, the Burgundian, that was to marry the 
young lady, did not hear of his misfortune till it 
was too late to prevent it. The injured lord calls 
together his relations and friends, and demands 
their afiiftance againft a prince whom he called a 
tyrant. Thofe gentlemen all efpoufe his canfe, 
and, with un amazing boldnefs, break into the pa- 
lace by night, and feize the mother and daughter. 
The mother was put into a fack, and thrown into 
the fea, and the confpirators, after cutting off the 
nofe and lips of the daughter, retired. The em- 
peror flattered himfelf, that he fhould find the reft 
of the lords of his court ready to revenge fo hor- 
rible an infolence ; but, to his great furprize, be 
heard that fome of them were actually concerned 
in it, and that the reft did not fcruple to own, that 
they would have done as much, if they had fufftr* 
ed the like try ng injuftice. Robert, enraged w 
fee himfelf delpifed by his fuojeft:, and to meet 
with domeftic enemies that fuj palled barbarians and 
ftrangers in cruelty, took (hipping tor Italy. He 
was not without hopes of procuring a powerful fuc* 
cour from thence, and returning into his domini* 
onsat the head of an army, that would ftrik e 
tot into his enemies, and command the reipcft of 


Digitized by Google 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 307 

his fubjedts ; but, after wandering through feveral 
countries, he died at laft upon the road, through 
cxcefs of grief, unable to (urvive the infolent and 
contemptuous manner in which they had treated 
him. 

Never was the empire in fo deplorable a condi- 
tion: over run with divifions both within and with- 
out, and attacked on ail lides by mighty enemies, 
it had no refource.left, nor anyfucceflor in the Im- 
perial throne, but the third fon of Peter de Cour- 
tenay, called Baldwin il. a young prince, hardly 
nine or ten years old, and consequently incapable, 
by his age, to govern the ftate, elpecially in fo ter- 
rible a jundture. 

In this difmal fituation, the French lords of Con- 
ftantinople had recourfe to John de Brienne, for- 
merly king of Jerufaiem, conftituting him regent 
and protedfor of the empire; and, to engage him 
to undertake the government, they conferred upon 
him the very title of emperor, to enjoy it during his 
life, but without prejudice to the rights of the law- 
ful heir, agreeable to an old cuftom ufed in France, 
where the tutors and guardians of young noblemen, 
in their minoi ity,' are (filed lords of their cftares, 
and hold them as fuch of the Supreme lords. 

John de Brienne repaired to Conftantinople, took 
upon him the government, repulfed and defeated 
the emperor Vatacius and Azen king of Bulgaria, 
who threatened Conftantinople with a Siege. But, 
as that prince was then above fourScore years 
old, the empire could not reap all the advantages 
they might have juftly expedit'd from hjs valour and 
long experience in the condudf of armies, if he had 
been lefs advanced in age. Every one’s thoughts 
wei*e now taken up with dilmal prefages of the 
fhort duration of the empire of the Latins. 
Young Baldwin him:elf was even obliged to travel 
into Italy, and other kingdoms ot Chriftendom, 
with John de Bethune his governor, to implore Suc- 
cour. 
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cour. All Ada had their eyes fixed on the em- 
peror Vatacius, a prince of the greateft power and j 
abilities that had been for a long time upon the 
throne of the great Conttantine. He wanted no- 
thing in a manner hut the capital, and it was not 
doubted but he would foon make himfelf matter cf j 
that. The Chrifti.tns, pottefled with an high opinion ] 
of his valour, looked upon him as the only princti 
capable of maintaining them in Palettine. I knoir 
not whether the regard the hofpitallers (hewed that, 
great prince, were imputed to thtfe fe-ntirfients of' 
ettcem they had for him; but, certain it is, that 
the reproaches it drew upon the grand matter from 
the pope, made fo deep, an impr^ffion on him, \h&t 
he was inconfolable ; and the milerable condition 1 
to which he faw the Holy Land reduce*!, 

1 240. without fuccour, without troops, and 
without a fovereign to command iheift, 
gave the: finifhing ttroke to his life, fo/li 
Guerin, fteadwas chofen brother Guerin or Gue- 
rin whofe furname and country wc art 
entirely ignorant of: 

Wc only know, that he was infrufted w : th thfc 
government of the order in difficult times. Pa- 
lettine was then deftitute of its fovereigft’s prefence, 
and in no fubiedVion to his reprt fentatives. The 
hofpitallers and templars, the whole force in a man- 
ner of the Holy Land, were likewife unluckily di- 
vided on account of fome treaties wlvth each of 
them had fcverally made with different infidel prin- 
ces. 

Thibaud V. of the name, count of Champagne, 
and king of Navarre in right of Blanche or Na- 
varre his mother, made about that time an expe- 
dition into Palettine at the head of a crufade; but 
their ill fucce(s. and he lofs of the battle of Gaza, 
obliged him afterwards to conclude a truce with Na- 
zer emir of Carac. The templars were the perfons 
that negotiated this treaty, which the king of Na- 
varre 
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rarre figned out of an impatient defire to return 
borne ; and thofe knights made likewife a league of- 
feqfive and defenfive with that infidel prince, againft 
ihe fultan of Egypt, but the hofpitallers refufed to 
be comprehended or concerned in it, either becaufe 
; they found the treaty difadvantageous, or becaufe, 
i as they complained, the templars had carried on this 
[ negotiation without their knowledge or confcnt *. 

The king of Navarre, receiving advice, that Rich- 
ard earl of Cornwall, brother to the king of Eng- 
land, was on the way, and expe&ed every moment, 
tmbarked in great hafte with the remains of his 
crufade, to prevent the Englifh prince’s being wit- 
®cfe to his difgrace. Richard, upon his arrival, 
; found, that the emir of Carac, who in iome mea- 
• fere was dependent on the fovereign of Damafcus, 
r had it not in his power tQ maintain the truce. That 
prince, therefore, at the head of the crufadc ad- 
duced immediately up to Jaffa, where he gave au- 
dience to an envoy from the fultan of Egypt, then 
afiualiy at war with the fnltan of Damafcus, who 
Wme to offer him another truce. Richard conlenced 
■ to it, with the concurrence of the duke of Burgua- 
I dy, count Gaultier de Brienne, nephew to John 
j, dc Brienne king of Jerufalem, the grand matter of 
the templars, and part of the lords of the country; 
and it was ftipulated by this treaty, that the infidel 
prince fhould order all the Mahometans out of Je- 
rufalem that were fettled in it ; that he fhould re- 
fiore Bethlehem, Nazareth, and ftveial villages and 
cattles, neceffary to fecure the road to the capital of 
Judea ; that all prifoners fhc uld be releafed on both 
fides ; and that the Chrifiians fhould be at liberty to 
rebuWd the fortifications of Jerufalem, and the other 
places yielded to them -j-. The Englifh prince* 

• Piaedi&a cnim treuga procurations templariorum firma eft t/ hof- 
pitalariorum minime interveniente confenfu. Sanur. ]. 3. p. 216. 

•f* Lite;* comitis Rkhardi, continentes fummam iuw peregrina- 
tionis, M. Paris jo Hen, III. ad ann. 1241. p. 566. et 567. 

though 
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though he did not perform any military exploit*, 
yet concluded this treaty, which was no lefs ufeful, 
and was executed before his departure: but the 
templars, out of fpleen to the hofpitailers, refuted, 
in their turn, to be comprehended in it ; fo that 
whiitt two truces were on, foot, the templars and 
hofpitailers continued each in a Rate of war, the 1 
one againft the fultan of Damafcus, the other a- 
gainft the fultan of Egypt; and thefe diflenfions 
would have been fatal to the (fate, if thofe fultans, 
and moft of the dependents of Saladine and Safa- 
dine, had not been divided at the fame time by civif 
wars. It was owing entirely to thofe inteftine di- 
fturbances of theirs, that the Latin Chriftians faff 
themfelves at laft the matters and foie inhabitants 
of Jerufalem. The patriarch came back thither 
with all his clergy ; the churches were reconfecra- 
fed; the holy facraments were adminiftered there, 
with infinite fatisfa&ion ta all that were prefenr, and 
the grand matter of the hofpitailers carried the pa- 
triarch all the money that was in the treafury of 
the order, to contribute to rebuild the walls of the 
hofv city. 

The work, however, notwithftanding all the 
hands employed in it, advanced but flowly, and they 
had fcarce thrown up fome flight entrenchments, 
When Paleftine was overflowed with a deluge of 
barbarians, called Corafmins. They were a people 
lately come out of Perfia, and depended, as it is 
faid, from the ancient Parthians ; at leaft they 
inhabited their country called Yrac Agemy, or the 
Ferfian Hyrcania. Others place them in Couvar- 
Jcern i>ear Carafan ; but it is a quefbon, whether 
thefe Corafmins were not originally natives of the 
kingdom of Carifme, which Ptolemy calls Choraf- 
mia, from whence thefe barbarians, being mote of | 
them fhepherds, and without any fixed abode, 
might have pafied into fome of the provinces of Per- 
fia, However this be, they were involved in the fa- 
mous 
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mous revolution, that happened twenty years before 
in the Higher Afia, which Genchizcan, the firft 
emperor of the old Mogul Tartars, reduced under 
his pow$r. Oftay, fon to Genchizcan, and fuccef- 
for to that conqueror, or elfe prince Keiouc his 
ion, caan or great cham, others fay, Tuly, Gen- 
chizcan’s third fon, who had Perfja fprhis portion, 
being incenfid againft this people, who had killed 
fome of his officers that were levying taxes , of them, 
drove them out of his dominions. 

Thefe people, pagans by religion, cruel and bru^ 
tal in their nature, and barbarians above all that 
ever bore the chara&er, roved up and down in dif- 
ferent countries, without being able to find any fix- 
ed and fecure abode, or any prince that would (uf 
fer them in his territories * : odious to the Maho? 
metans as well as Chriftians for their robberies and 
cruelties, they were looked upon as the common 
enemies of mankind. The fultan of Egypt, how- 
ever f, to revenge himfelf on the templars for the 
league they had made with his enemies the fultans 
or emirs of Damafcus, Carac, and EmefTa* advifed 
Barbacan, chief and general of the Corafmins, to 
fall into Paleftine, reprefenting to him, that the 
conqueft of it was eafy the places difmantled, 
and open on all fides, that there were few troops in 
the country, and divifion among the leaders: he 
enforced thefe arguments wi$h con fiderable prefen ts; 
with, the promife of a mighty fuccour, and an af- 
furance of joining his army with a body of his own 
troops. 

This was more than was neceflary, to determine 
a favage and barbarous people, who were 
feeking, with the point of their fwords, a 1243. 
country to inhabit, and had already pene- 
. traced into Mesopotamia ||. Baibacan marched 

• B'.bli&theque orientate, p. 1001. 

•f* M. Paris ad ann. 1244. p 6i8. 

j Joinviile vie dc S, Louis, p. 98. J Sanut, p. 17. 

thence 
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ihencc immediately, at the head of twenty thoufand 
horfe, and fell into Paleftine before they had the 
lead news of his expedition. But the cruelties of 
this nation, and their burning all before th$m, foon 
gave notice of their coining. Jcrufalem was ftill open 
on all fides i the grand matters of the hofpital and 
temple were then in it, but had fcarce any troops 
with them. In this furprizing jun&ure, they 
thought they had nothing to do, but to convoy the 
inhabitants to Jaffa, a place fortified and in a con- 
dition of defence, and afterwards to take the field, 
and draw out all their forces to oppofe the enter- 
prizes of the infidels. The inhabitants in general 
quitted Jerufalem, and followed the knights, ex- 
cept a fmall number, who were loth to leave their 
houfes, and threw up haftily fome weak intrench- 
ments in fuch places as were moft expofed. In the 
mean time, the Corafmins arrive, force thefeen* 
trenchments, break into the city fword in hand, 
deftroy all before them with fire and fword, with- 
out diftinftion either of age or fex ; and, to de- 
ceive the Chriftians that were fled, they planted 
ftandards with the crofs upon the towers. Tbofe 
that were marched out before, having notice that 
the crofs was ftill to be feen planted on the walls, 
felt an infinite rdgret for having abandoned their 
houfes with fuch precipitation ; and fancying that 
the barbarians had turned their arms another way, 
or had been repulfed by the Chriftians that were 
left in the city, they returned back thither in fphe 
of all that the grand matters could fay, and de- 
livered themfelves up to the fury of the barbarians, 
who put near feven thoufand of them to the (jvord. 
A company of nuns, children and old men, who 
had tun for fhelter to the holy fepulchre, and the 
church of Calvary, were facrificed in the very place 
where the Saviour of mankind was pieafed to die 
for their falvation, and there was no fort of cruelty 
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and profanation that thefe, barbarians did not a <ft 
in the holy city. 

The templars in the mean time having advice, 
that a detachment of the fultan of Egypt’s troops had 
joined them, called in the fultans of Damafcus and 
EmefTa, who were his enemies, to their fuccour 
Thefe infidels fent them four thoufand horfe, com- 
manded by Mucha, one of their generals. The 
lords of the country, making their vaflais and the 
militia take arms, joined the Chriftian army. There 
patted at firft feveral fkirmilhes between the two par- 
ties, in which the Coraimins, though fuperior in 
number, loft more men than the Chriftians. 

At laft, by the patriarch’s precipitation, contrary 
to the advice of the principal officers, they came to 
a general engagement. The Chriftian army was 
drawn up in three bodies. The grand mafter of 
the hofpitallers, with the knights of h s order, and 
fuftained by Waller Iil. count of Jaffa, and ne- 
phew to king John, commanded the left wing : 
Moucha, at the head of the Turcomans, command- 
ed the right, and the templars, with the militia of 
the country, were in the centre +. They fought 
on both fides with the fame courage and inclinati- 
on ; but there was a vaft inequality in their num- 
ber. The Corafmins had ten to one, and, to make 
the difadvantage ftill greater, as foon as the armies 
were engaged, moft of Moucha’s trOops, either out 
of cowardice or treachery, quitted their ranks, and 
fled. 

The Chriftians, refolving either to vanquifh or 
die, feemed not at all difcouraged, nor gave ground 
on this occafion : the battle lafted two days : the 
knights of the two orders made prodigious efforts 
of volour, but at laft their ftrength being quite 

* Epift. Fred. Imperatoris. Matt. Paris in Hen. Ill, p. 618. ' 

•f* Joinville vie de S, Louis, p^.r du Cange, p C9, 

Vol, I. D d fpent, 
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fpent, and overwhelmed with the multitude of the j 
enemy, they were all in a manner either killed or ! 
taken prifoners : there efcaped out of this general ! 
{laughter, only twenty fix hofpitallers ; (fome ac* < 
counts fay but fixteenj thirty three templars and 1 
three Teutonic knights : the two grand mailers of J 
the holjpitalkrs and templars, and a commander of 
the Teutonics were killed at the head of their com- 
panies. The hofpitallers not long after chofe fon 
their grand matter brother Bertranffc 
Bertrand de Comps, an old knight, whofc' 
DE Comps, Valour and experience railed him tit 
the fame dignity, which a gentleman 
of his name had formerly been inverted with 

This general defeat completed the caku 

1243. cities of the Holy Land. The emperor 
Frederic, in a letter dire&ed to the Earl if: 

Cornwall his brother in*law, laments this fatal tfcgS?* 
and lays the blame of it on the templars, who, til 
ter breaking the truce, which he had made, as taT 
fays, by the hofpitallers advice, with the fultan of 
Egypt, trufted too implicitly to the iuccours aftA^ 
promifes of the fultans of Damafcus and Carac f. 

Brother William de Chateauneuf, preceptor of 
the hofpitallers of St. John of Jerufalem, and afr 
terwards grand matter of the order, in a letter 
which he wrote to the feigniorde Merlai, attributes* 
in like manner, this bloody invafion of the Corafc 
mins, to the league made with the fultan of 

1244. Damafcus, againft his enemy the fultan of 
Egypt ; and, according to this knight’s ac- 


* Joinvillc, vie de S. Lous, p. 100. 

\ Dum pi* ter idem quod tcmplariorum fuperba rdigio, et iborigS- 
fiariorum terrae Barorum deliciis educata fuperbit, Soldanum Baby- 
lonia ad evocandum auxilium Choerminorum per bellum improbtfifc 
et improvifum coegerunt, noftro regio foedere parvi penfo, quod nos, 
una cun) conventu et mugiftris domorum Santti Joannis et Sardl* 
Mari* Tcutonkorum, nonti e noftro contraxeramu*. Epift. Fred, 
lmperat. dc depopulation Ten* Santtae. Matt. Palis, ad. aan. 

count 
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count of that bloody battle, in which he himfelf 
was prefent, the two grand matters were killed in 
it, and none of the hofpitallers got off but himfelf 
and fifteen more, to lament, fays he, the fate of 
thofe who died for the defence of the holy places 
and that of the Chriftians. 

Both indeed were a real objeft of compaffion. 
This order, once fb flourifhing was now in a 
manner deftroyed, and the Chriftians, to whom the 
templars and hofpitallers ufed to ferve for a defence, 
were now left without any, and forced to immure 
themfelves within the town of St. John d’Acre, 
while the Corafmins encamped in the plain two 
miles from the place, ravaged the open country, 
burnt the villages and towns, and either murdered 
the inhabitants without mercy, or carried them off 
into a miferabie flavery. 

But God, who, at the time appointed by his mer- 
cy, revenges his children upon the minifters he 
made ufe of in his wrath, fuftered diffenfions to 
rife up among thefe favage creatures ; moft of them 
killed one another, and the wretched remains of 
thefe barbarians being difperfed in the country, 
were knocked on the head by peafants. In a word, 
they were all deftroyed, even to their very name, 
which, fince that time, is no where mentioned in 
hiftory +. 

The lofs fuftained by the hofpitallers againft thefe 
barbarians did not cool their zeal and courage. 
We have obferved, that thofe knights made head 
in all quarters againft the infidels, and never failed • 
to appear wherever the Chriltians made war againft 
them. Spain, Hungary, and the principality of 
Anifoch, received new advantages from thefuccour 
of their arms. Hugh de Forcalquier, caftellan of ' 

* Epift. fle bilis praelatorum Tcrrae Sanft* ia Matt. Paris, ad tan. 
1244. lib. 3. p. 631. 

-f Et faltum eft ut de fnb ccelo nomen eorum penitus deleretur, adee 
^uod nee corum veftigia apparuerint. Matt. Paris, ad. *nn. 1247* 

D d 2 Empofta r . 


Digitized by Google 



3i 6 HISTORY OF THE 

Empofta, was conftantly in the army of don James 
king of Aragon. He appeared at the head of all 
the knights of that kingdom at the liege of Xatira ; 
and the biftorian of Arragon obferves, that a knight 
of Sr. John, called Don Pedrd de Viliaragut, diftin- 
guilhed himfelf there by 2<ftions of furprizing valour. 

The knights of Hungary rendered no lefs emi- 
nent fervicts to their country againft the Tartars, 
who, at that time ravaged Tranfylvania, Hungary 
and Poland. Pope Innocent IV. wrote to them, 
in the moft preffing terms, as may be feen by his 
brief of the eighth of the calends of July, in the 
fifth year of his pontificate. Thefe noble war- 
riors took up arms immediately, and, joining the 
Frangipani, who were then lords of Dalmatia and 
Croatia, they drove thefe barbarians out of Hun- 
gary, brought king Bek>, who had been forced to 
quit his dominions, back in triumph, and replaced 
him on the throne. 

Such important fervices did not fail of a fuiutte 
recompence ; and, befides new privileges conferred 
upon them, this prince, who was fon to king An- 
drew before-mentioned, walking in the fteps of his 
father, granted lands and manors to the order, be- 
ing perfuaded, that he thereby acquired fo many 
brave warriors to his kingdom, and illuftrious 
defenders to his fubjedts, who were often cx- 
poled to the incut lions of the infidels. It is thus 
the biftorian of Hungary exprefles himfelf on this 
occafion, calling the hofpitallers by anticipation the 
knights of Rhodes, though they did not take that 
name till an age after this event. 

Whilft the knights were thus employed in Hun- 
gary againft the Tartars, the prince of Aritioch 
was attacked on a fudden, by the Selgeucidiao 
Turcomans, who, an age before, had quitted 
their deferts, ehofen themfelves leaders, and over- 
run at the fame time feveral countries of Alia, aswc 
have obferved in the beginning of the firft book. 

The 
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The prince of Antioch, furprized at this unex- 
pected invafion; had recourfe to the military or- 
ders, the ufual refuge of all the Latin Chriftians. 
The two grand inafters took the field, with the re- 
mainder of their knights, and drawing out likeways 
the troops which they had in pay, inarched direCt- 
ly againft the infidels. The fight was long and 
bloody ; the number of the Turcomans, who were 
brave foldiers, balanced the ufual effeCts of the va- 
lour of thefe knights. Brother Bertrand de Comps, - 
grand mafter of the hofpitallers, full of indignation 
at a refiftance he was not ufed to meet with, throws 
himfelf into the midft of the enemy’s fquadrons, 
breaks them, and puts them to flight. But in this 
laft charge he received fo many wounds, that he 
died foon after, and the order chofe for his fuc- 
ceflor brother Peter de Ville- 
bride, a knight highly efteemed PtfTER df/* 
for his piety and valour.' They Villebride. 
could not have made a better 1248. 

choice, efpecially in relation to 
new crufade, which St. Louis, king of France, 
was to head in perfon* and which we are now to * 
fpeak of. 

The news of the rout of the Chriftian army be- 
ing brousht to pope Innocent IV. who was then 4 
in the chair of St. Peter, that pontiff*, to engage 
the Chriftians of the weft to fend a new fuccour to 
the Holy Land, called a general council at Lyonsi 
which was opened on the eve of St Peter and St. . 
Paul. Galeran, bifhop of Berytus, who brought 
over the account of the victory of the CorafminS, 
prefented to the fathers of the council a letter,, 
written by the patriarch of Jerufalem, and the bi- 
fhops of Paleftine, to all the prelates of France and 
England, and containing a relation of that difmal 
event which was drawn up almoft in thefe terms. 

4< The Tartars, after deftroying Perfia, turned* 
i€ their arms againft the Corafmins, and drove them 
51 out of their country Thefe barbarians, hav- 
Ddj 11 ing ; 
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“ ing no fettled abode, made application to fcvcral 
44 Sarazen princes, to grant them fome country to 
44 dwell in, but in vain ; for they are a people of 
44 fo cruel a difpofition, that thofe who come the 
44 neareft to them in that refpe&, refufed to give 
44 them any fhelt^r. The fultan of Egypt was the 
44 only perfon that afted otherways ; he invited 
44 them into Palefline, and promifed the affiftancc 
44 of his forces to maintain them there. They enter- 
44 ed the country with a vaft army, compofed al- 
44 moft entirely of horfe, bringing their wives and 
44 children along with them. Their incurlion was 
44 fo hidden, that nobody could either forefee or 
44 oppofe it ; and they ravaged, without oppollti- 
44 on, all the country, from Thoron of the knights 
44 to Gaza or Gazer. 

44 In fo furprifing an invafion, there was no o- 
44 ther expedient but to fet one barbarian again!! 

44 another j and, by the concurring fentimentsof 
44 the templars, hofpitallers. Teutonics, and gen- 
*• try of the country, it was refolved to demand 
44 fuccour of the fultans of Damalcus and la Cha- 
44 melle, our allies, and (worn enemies to the Co- 
44 rafmins. But as this fbccour was both remote 
44 and uncertain, the danger preffing, and Jerufa- 
44 lem without walls and fortifications, about fix i 
44 thoufand inhabitants went to feck for refuge in 
44 other chriftian towns, and only a fmail number 
44 of Chriftians were left in the capital. 

44 Such as quitted Jerufaiem, took the road of 
* 4 ihe mountains, where they thought themfeives . 
44 fafeft, becaufe the Mahometans who inhabited 
44 there were fubjetts of the fultau of Carac, with 
u whom we were in truce. But thefe mountaineers 
44 violating the faith of the treaty, fell upon thefe 
44 refugees, killed part of them, took and fold o- 
44 thers, even the nuns ; and thole who got down 
u into the plains were maflacred by the Corafmms; 

44 io that fcarce three hundred were left out of all 

^ that ' 
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Cfc that number of people. At laft the Corafmins 
* € forced their way into the holy city. The few 
€€ Chriftians that were left there, women, chil- 
€t dr.en, and old men,' having taken refuge in the 
€ ‘ church of the Holy fepulchre, thofe barbarians 
€€ butchered them all in that holy place ; and, cut- 
“ ing off the heads of the priefts, who were then 
c< officiating, they laid one to another, Let us 
“ fhed here the blood of Chriftians, in the very 
tf place where they offer up wine to their God, 
€t who they fay was hanged here. They after* 
c ‘ wards pulled off all the ornaments from the ho- 
•* ly fepulchre, profaned the church of Calvary, 
** rummaged the tombs of the kings of Jerulalem, 
(€ difturbing the affies of the dead, and fcattering 
** their remains abroad*. The churches of mount 
Sion, the temple and the vale of Jeholbphar, 
€t where the bit fled virgin’s fepulchre is to be fee n, 
c « where no better treated. In the church of Beth- 
c< lehem they committed abominations too horrible 
to be related, carrying their impiety to a much 
** more outragious height than ever the Sarazens 
“ did, who alwas paid fome regard to the holy 
c ‘ place?. 

(t The military knights, and the barons of the 
* ( country, in conjun&ion with the (uccours fent 
€t them by the lultans their allies, advanced direft- 
“ ly againft the barbarians, marching along the 
4t fea coaft, and came up with them near Gazar 
“ or Gaza. They joined battle on the eve of Sf. 
ct Luke. The Sarazens that were in our army 
** took to their heels ; fo that the Chriflians, be- 
Ci ing left alone to oppofe both the Corafmins and 
•* Babylonians, were borne down by the multitude 
w of their enemies. Out of the three military or- 
“ ders, there were faved but thirty three templars, 
f* twenty-fix holpitaliers, and - three Teutonic 

* Matt, Pari?, ad, asn, 1244, 

“ knights. 


Digitized by Google 



320 HISTORY OF THE 

44 knights. Moft of the nobility and gentry of the ■ 

44 country either perifhed in the battle, or were 
44 taken prifoners. 

44 In this extremity, we have implored fuccours 
44 from the king of Cyprus, and the prince of An- 
44 tioch ; but we know not what they can do for 
44 us, or what we are to expeA from them; and 
44 great as our lofs has been, we are {till apprehen- . 

44 five of greater to come. The hofpitallers are 
44 befieged by the Sarazens in the caftle of Afca- 
44 Ion ; the Holy Land is left deftitute of all hu- 
44 man fuccour ; the Corafmins are encamped in 
44 the plain, two miles from Acre ; from whence 
44 they ravage the whole country as far as Naza- , 

44 rcth ; fo that if we have no relief fent us by the ' 

44 month of May, the Holy Land is infallibly loft, ; 

44 and we (hall be forced into fome caftles which 
44 are (till left us, and which the hofpitallers and 
4< templars have undertaken to defend.*' 

The reading of this letter drew tears from thfe 
whole afTmibly 1 he fathers of the council or- - 
dered the crufade to be preached up through all , 
Chriftendom ; and that fuch as had already put on H 
the crofs, or fhould put it on afterwards, fhould J 
aflcmble in a place to be agreed on, to receive the ■ 
pope’s blefling ; that there fhould be a truce for ■ 
four years between all Chriftian princes : that dur- ; 
ing all that time thtie fhould be no turnaments, 
nor feafts, nor public rejoicings ; that the faithful - 
fhould be exhorted to contribute out of their for- ' 
tunes and eftates, for carrying on fo righteous an ■ 
expedition, and that ecclefiaiticks fhould pay the s 
twentieth or their revenues, and cardinals the j 
tenths, for three years fucreflively. « 

Several princes, and a great number of the nobi- 
lity, efpccially of the kingdom of France, put on. 
the crols. But none did it with fo much zeal, 1 
courage, and devotion, as Louis IX. king of | 
France, known fince by the name of St. Louis. 

The 
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The pope founded his greateft hopes upon that 
prince. “ Our baviour (fays the pontiff, in his 
“ letter to the nobility and gentry of the kingdom^) 
“ feems, out of all the other princes of the world, to 
t( have chofen our deareft loo, the king of France, 
11 for the deliverance of the Holy Land, who, be- 
€t Tides the virtues which diftinguilh him fo highly 
€i above other fbvereigns, commands likewiie a 
** mighty and a warlike nation This prince 

did not ltav for the pope's inftances and exhortati- 
ons to engage him to fuccour the Chriftians of the 
eaft. As foon as he heard of the vi&ory of the 
Corafmins, he refolved to go in perfon to the Ho- 
ly I and ; and, as he was obliged to wait till the 
affairs of his kingdom would permit him to take 
fuch a voyage, he fent them, in the mean time, 
large fupplies of troops and money, which he com- 
mitted to the care and management of the hofpital- 
Icrs and templars. 

They had received orders in the weft, to fend 
into Paleftine the new knights, and fuch as were 
as yet probationers, with a body of fecular troops, 
and all the money depofited in the chctt oi the 
priories; and the two grand matters having re- 
coui-fc to God, to implore the blefiing of heaven 
upon their arms, appointed extraordinary fafts, 
and continual prayers to be offered up throughout 
the order f. 

Thefe knights, befides the king of France’s mo- 
ney, and that of the order, brought likewife<with 
them a thoufand pounds, that Richard $ earl of Corn - 


* Ut ahftergerentur lacrymae a maxillis matrjs noftiae ecclefiae d<s- 
plorajftis fiiios .uqs nuper trucidatos, oominus rex Francorum, hofpi- 
talarii quoque ct templarn milites neophitos, et manum armatam, 
cum thtfauro non inodico, illuc ad confolationem et auxilium ibi 
commorantium fettle an ter tranfmiferunt. 

■f- Siatudrunt inter fe orationes et jejunia praeter folita Tpecialiier 
pro liberatione Terrae SanOae facienda. Matt. Paris. 

J Comes Richardus ex innata fibi magnifictnua illuc in fuciurfum 
mille libros per jiofpitalarios tranfmifit. Idem ibid. 

wall 
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wall dedicated to the defence of the holy places. 
The two grand mailers feot afterwards to the fultan 
of Egypt; to demand a pafs for two of their knights, 
to be deputed to him on a particular negotiation* 
The deiign of their embafly, was to redeem out d 
the hands of the Sarazens, the hofpitallers and tern- 

{ >lars, that had been taken in the late battle, and de* 
iverad up to them by the Corafmins. Formerly 
■both the orders had always looked upon thofe that 
fur rendered prifoners of war as fo many dead men ; 
but now, at fuch a difmal juncture, the grand ma- 
ilers did not think it proper to keep up to the (eve- 
rity of this difeipline : and in hopes of receiving a 
new reinforcement from thefe prifoners* they fent 
away deputies with a large fum of money, to pro- 
cure their ranfom. The pafs neceflary for their it- 
curity being delivered, thefe commiilioners fet out 
and arrived at the Egyptian Babylon, or at Grand 
Cairo, places which, by reafon ot their neighbors* 
hood, are very often confounded by hiftorians. 
Thefe two knights, to fmoothe the way for fo ex- 
traordinary a negotiation, didributed teveral fums 
among the minifters and favourites of the fultan. 
The perfon then pofTeiTed of that dignity was Sa- 
lech, the fon of Camel, the elded of Safildin’s 
children, a very politic prince, and formidable to 
his neighbours. It is to this prince, that the iofti- 
tution of that body of troops called Mamalucks 
is aferibed. They were fo named from an Arabic 
word, which (ignifies a Have that is fold, becaufe 
they were chdJren carried off* by the Tartars in 
their excurfions, and bought of them by Salech. 
Of thefe he formed a regiment, out^of which he 
took his principal officers, and they became St laft 
fo powerful, that they appropriated to themlelvcs 
the right of chuflng their fovereign. The deputies 
of the two military orders acquainted fultan Salech 
with the occadon of their embafly, and proposed 
entering into a negotiation for the ranfom and liber- 
ty 
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ty of their brethren. But the fultan, who had made 
a fecret and ftridt alliance wiih the emperor Frede- 
ric, and befides knew very well how odious the 
knights of both orders were to him, “ God forbid, 
u (fays he to his minifters) that I Ihould treat with 
“ (uch a perfidious fet of men, that would former- 
“ ly have delivered up their emperor; and though 
“ they call one another brethren and companions 
c< in arms, have yet, for five years paft, when ever 
44 they met, fallen upon one another, with more 
44 rage and fury than they fhew againft the enemies 
44 of their law. Do not we know, (adds that prince) 
44 what little ftrefs is to be laid on the words of the 
44 templars, and that they were the knights, who, 
44 out of antipathy to the hofpitallers, violated the 
44 truce which I had made with the king of Eng- 
4 ‘ land’s brother, whom the templars, by way of 
lc contempt, called that little boy ? And yet, in 
44 the late battle, we faw thefe very templars, thofc 
44 proud and arrogant natures, abandon themfelves 
44 to a fhameful flight; and, what never happened 
44 rn their order before, he that bore beaufean, or 
44 ftandard of the crofs, in contempt of his duty, 
44 and the rules of his inftitution, was the firft that 
44 fled. But this is not the only point in which the 
44 templars and holpitallers have for a long time, 
44 without any fcruple, broken the ftatutes of their 
44 profefiion. Whence is it, for inftance, that thefe 
44 knights, who by their laws ought at moll to part 
44 with only their capuce, or their girdle, for their 
44 ranfom, now offer us fueh great fums, but to 
44 fortify themfelves by their number againft our 
ff power ? No, go and tell them, that fince the di- 
44 vine juftice has delivered them into my hands, 
44 they fhall never be fet at liberty as long as I live; 
44 and that, following the example of their prede- 
44 ceflors, I can make no difference btween a knight 
44 that is a prifoner, and a knight dead upon the 
* ( field of battle.’’ 
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.In vain did the fultan’s minifters remonftrate to 
him, that he would lofe, by this refolution, very 
conliderable Turns, which he might have for the li- 
berty of the knighcs. That infidel prince, who was 
no Granger to the differences between the emperor 
and the pope, r and knew to what a degree the 
knights were devoted to the holy Tee, reje&ed with 
obftinacy and contempt all the offers they could 
make him. The deputies were obliged to go back 
as they came, without being* able to perfuade the 
fultan to any degree of compliance ; but before their 
departure, complaining to that prince’s minifters of 
the great expence they had been at to no purpofe 
in prefents, of which they had the benefit, thofe 
minifters, to make them in a manner Tome Tort of 
amends, told them, as a Tecret, that there was but 
one way to procure the priToners their liberty, which 
was, by the emperor’s defiring it of the Tultan : fro© 
whence it is eafy to infer, fays Matthew Paris*, the 
ftridt amiry there was between Frederick and the 
Mahometan prince. But as the deputies, on the 
other hand, were fenfible that the emperor was in 
war with the pope, and that their fuperiors could 
have no correfpondence with that prince, who was 
adlualiy under fentence of excommunication, they 
returned home with grief at leaving their brethren 
in captivity with the infidels. 

St. Louis, after he had made a rcfolution to 
march into the eaft, fpent two years in regulating 
all affairs within his kingdom, and in Tecuring it 
from abroad by a general peace with his neighbours. , 
This prince, after difeharging thofe fir ft and moft 
indifpenfable duties of a fovereign, went to Sr. 
Dennis^ on June 12th, A. D. 1248, attended by 
Robert count of Artois, and Charles Duke of An* 
jou, his brothers, and received there from Eudcs de 
Chateauroux, the pope’s legate, the oriflame, a fort 

* Ex cujus teuore colligi poteil quanta Pamiliaritas Fredericvm cu» 
faltanis copulavit, p. 69$, 4 
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offtandard like a banner, with the ahn c , purfe, and 
the ftafF, accordi g to the ufual practice of pilgrims. 
Alphoofus, count of Poitiers, the* king’s third 
brother, though he had pur op the cods, ffaid fomc 
time longer in France with queen Blanche their 
mother, whom the king left regent of the kingdom 
in his abfence. Louis embarked afterwards at 
Aiguemortes, a famous port at that time, but now 
an inland town, four leagues from the fea, which 
is fince retired to that difta^ice. He let fail Auguft 
28th, with a favourable wind, and arrived happily 
in the road of Limiffb, in the ifland of Cyprus, on 
September 17th, the fame year. He was received 
there by Henry de Lufignan king of the iflj, upon 
whom the pope, to be revenged on the emperor, 
and prince Conrad hie fon, had lately conferred the 
title of king of Jeruiulcm, under colour of the pre- 
tended rights of queen Alice his moth. r. 

The king of France, after refrefhing himfelf a 
few days, being impatient to lignalize his zeal, pro- 
pofed to put to fea, and fail for Egypt. He was fe- 
conded in this motion by fome nobleman, who 
were concerned in the lafl crufades, and reprefen:- 
td to him, that if he (laid longer in the ifle of Cy- 
prus, he would expofe himfelf and his army to all 
the inconveniencies of a country, where the water 
and air were equally dangerous to Grangers : where- 
as Egypt afforded at once proper conquers to make, 
and every thing that was neceffary for life *. But 
the king could not follow his own inclination, by 
reafon that part of his army was not yet arrived ; 
befides the king of Cyprus offered to accompany 
him wirh all the gentry of the ill and, if he would 
allow* them the neceffary time to prepare for fuch 
an expedition : fo the term of their departure was 
fixed for the fpring following. 

The pious king employed his flay very ufcfully 

* Sanu% 1. 2. p 2+ 3. 
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in making up the tlivifion, which a fpirit of jealoufy 
occafioned between the templars and the hofpital* 
lers ; and he terminated at the fame time the differ- 
ences between Hay ton, king of the Letter Armenia, 
and Bohemund V. prince of Antioch and Tripoli. 
It was during the king’s flay in the ifle of Cyprus, 
that the grand matter of the temple, and the mar* 
fhal of the order of the hofpirallers, impatient to 
procure the difeharge of their knights, that were 
in the hands of the infidels, wrote to that prince to 
fed his pulfe, whether he was difpo fed to enter in- 
to an accommodation with the fultnn of Egypt* 
The holy king, burning with zeal, rejected the pro* 
pofal with indignation, and forbade the grand ma- 
tter, on pain of his difpleafure, ever to make him 
the like again. The grand matter’s enemies gave 
out, that there was a fecret correfpondence between 
him 'and the infidel prince, and that for the elofer 
cementing a friendlhip between them, they had 
cauied thcmfelves to be blooded in the fame poren* 
ger, as if the mixture of their blood would unite 
their hearts the more firmly to each other. We 
lhall not enter into a difcufli m of the truth of this 
]aft taett, which does not appear very probable, e- 
fpecially after the rough manner in which the fultan 
had rejected the grand matter’s ambafiadors. We 
fhdl only obferve, after the Sire de Joinville, that 
in the treaties of peace and alliance, made at that 
time with the barbarians, they infitted upon this ce- 
remony of being let blood together, mixing their 
blood with wine, and even of drinking it fo. This 
was pradtifed between Baldwin II. and a king of 
Comania, as the feignior de Toucy, an eye-witnefs, 
affirmed to St. Louis *. But there is not the leaft 
probability, that thfc ful;an, who had juft beforere* 
fufed to treat about the ranfom of the knights, 
ihculd prefently after make a new alliance with the 

* Joinville, p. 94. * 

> grand 


Digitized by oogle 



KNIGHTS OF MALTA. 327 

grand matter of the temple ; it is much more rea- 
sonable to think, that the military .orders, upon 
whom the burden of defending Paldline lay conti- 
nually, would have been glad the truce had not been 
broken, nor a powerful enemy and neighbour pro- 
voked, under pretence of a new ciulide, which, 
like moft of the reft, after Some flight efforts, would 
abandon the eaft, return into France, and leave the 
whole weight of the war to be fulfained by the 
knights, and the poor remnant of Latin Chriftians 
that dwelt in Paleftine. 

The king paid very little regard to the represen- 
tations of the grand matter ; So that after eight 
months flay in the ifle of Cyprus, he embarked 
with the queen his wife, the countefs of Anjou, 
the king of Cyprus, prince Robert, and Charles 
his brothers, the legate, and all the perfons of qua- 
lity, on Trinity Sunday, A. D. 1 249; all thejleet 
Set fail, and on the fixth day arrived before Dami- 
at\ The two grand mailers repaired thither af- 
terwards, with the choiccft of their knights. Louis 
found the bank lined with the Sultan’s troops, 
which pretended to oppofe his landing ; but that 
prince, transported with eeal and courage, threw 
himfelf firft into the water Sword in hand, and 
being followed by his nobles and gentry, charged 
the inHdcls, and put them to flight. -The fugitives 
carried terror and contternation with them into the 
city; and though that place was reckoned 'the 
ftrongeft in all Egypt, yet the gariifon abandoned 
it, and the inhabitants, loading themfelves with 
their mod valuable effects, dole out by night, after 
firft Setting fire to the city, and fled for refuge into 
the higher Egypt. It was not long before they 
had an account of this general deferti n : two Slaves 
of the infidels gave them notice about eight o’clock 
in the morning, that the city was abandoned. The 
king, after taking the neceflary precautions to be 
allured of the truth of fo furprillng an event, made 
E e 2 his 
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his entry into the place, at the head of his troops; 
t lie legate purified the principal mofque, where Tc 
Deum was afterwards fung with great folemnity. 
The queen, the legate, the patriarch, and the bi- 
fhops, fixed their abode in this city, and the king, 
fearing the conftquences of the Nile’s inundation, 
and inftru&ed by the misfortunes which the legate 
lVlagius’s obfiinacy had brought upon the army of 
John de Brienne, and the troops of the crufadc, 
rdolved to pals the reft: of the fummer there, the 
cxctflive heats of that feafon not allowing an army 
in that country to keep the field. 

Atphonfus count of Poitiers, the king’s brother, 
whom that prince had left in France, embarked the 
26th day of Auguft with the princefs Jane his wife, 
only daughter of Raimond count of Tholoufe, and 
they arrived two months after at Damiata. The 
count of Poitiers landed with a ftrong reinforce- 
ment, called by Joinville the arriere-ban of France*, 
the arrival of which augmented the king’s £eal and 
courage. That prince faw himfelf at the head of 
a mighty army, fuftained by the two military orders, 
who knew the country, and the method of making 
war among the infidels ; the fea was open, the 
mouth of the Nile free for the receiving of new 
fuccours, and terror and confternation feemed to 
have fcized the enrmy. 

The only point was to determine, whether they 
fliould go and attack them in Alexandria, or in 
Grand Cairo itfelf. Peter de Dreux, the old count 
of Bretagne, was of opinion, that they fbould turn 
their arms fiift againft Alexandria, the port where- 
of would be of great advantage for the fleet and 
convoys •, but the count of Artois declared himfelf 
for the fiege of Grand Cairo, out of a notion that 
the taking of the capital would be attended with 
the furrender of other places, whereas the reducing 

* >:nv*i!lc, p.25. 
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of Alexandria would not, he fiaid, exempt the ar* 
my from forming afterwards the ficge of Cairo. 
This reafon prevailed, or perhaps the obftinacyand 
haughtinefs with which that prince ufually main- 
tained his opinion # . Grand Cairo was about fifty 
leagues from Damiata, and about the mid way they 
were to pafs by the town of Mafibure, where the 
infidels were intrenched on the banks of a branch 
of the Nile, called the Thanis. 

The king marched from Damiata, at the head of 
his army on November 20th, and upon the road 
received advice of the ful tan’s death, occafioned by 
a gangrene in one of his legs. But the common 
people, who will never allow that princes die like 
other men, or of ordinary deaths, reported, that 
he was poifoncd by a valet de chambre, bribed for 
that purpofe by t he fultan of Damafcus, his enemy. 
But be that as it will, the army marched on con- 
tinually, without meeting indeed any oppofition in 
their march, but v vvithal without finding any pro- 
vifions in the neighbourhoods The country was 
deierted and abandoned; a profound folitude reign- 
ed on all fides, and there was no appearance of any 
enemy in the field. This tranquillity did not lail 
long; as the Chriftians drew near to MafToure, 
th?y were infefled day and night with fkirmifhes. 
Every day produced a new engagement, and they 
narrowly efcaped the treachery of fome barazens, 
who pretending to be deferter^, had like to have 
furprized the teniplars +• Five hundred Egyptian 
horie, under lome pretence or other, coming to 
fubmit themfelves to the king, that prince received 
them, and having no miilruft, left them together 
in a body : they inarched too generally in the van, 
as knowing the country better than the weftern 
troops. The army, after a month’s march, drew 

* Joinville, p. 27. 

f Joinville, p. 35. 
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near the arm of the Nile, which is called Thanis, 
when thcfe traitors feeing a fquadron of the tem- 
plars farther advanced than the reft, drew their 
fey miters, and charged them fuddenly. But they 
had to do with warriors that were never frighted at 
the number of their enemies : the fquadron ftood 
their ground, the knights fought with their ufual 
valour, and gave time for their comrades to come 
up to their fuccour. The infidels were foon fur- 
rounded on all (ides; the traitors were cut in pieces, 
all died by the fword, except fuch as attempting to 
crofs the Thanis to join their army, were drowned 
in that canal. 

The king, forefeeing that the difficulty of the 
paflage might detain him a long while in that 
angle, which is formed by two arms of the Nile, 
took care to fortify his camp there. This precau- 
tion was neceflary, againft enemies who advanced 
every hour to attack l^m even in his in'renchments. 
As he had a large, deep, and unfordable channel, 
the king attempted to raife a bank or caufeway, 
but the infidels continually interrupted his work by 
their wil !fire, < hich burnt his machines *. At laft 
an Arabian, » Bdouin, for the fum of five hun- 
dred belars of gold, fhewed him a ford +, upon 
which he count of Artois defired leave of the 
king to pafs over firft ; and in order to obtain it, 
engaged, piovided he had the templars and hofpi- 
iillcrs with him, to fecure the pillage for the reft 
cf the army The king, fearing the young prince 
fliould trull too much to his courage, and through 
an eager defire of glory, (hould engage himfelf too 
far among he enemies, made him fwear upon the 
gofpTx th it he would attempt nothing, tilf the 
whole army was pafled ; and for the greater pre- 
caution, he ordered that the templars and hofpital* 

• Joinvilie, p. 41. 

Matt. P.ris, p. 789. 
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Jcrs, when they were on the other fide, fhoul^ 
lead the van, and be put at the head of all the 
troops that were to march under the count his 
brother’s orders. 

That prince, at break of day, fet out for the ford, 
at the head of about one thoufand four hundred 
horfe, compofed of the templars and hofpitallers, 

‘ and two hundred Englifh knights, commanded by 
William Earl of Salifbury, who was come at their 
head to the fuccour of the Holy Land. All thefc 
troops following the Bedouin for their guide, threw 
themfelves into the water with a refolute courage. 
The defeent was eafy, and the bottom firm and fo- 
lid : but there was more difficulty in getting out at 
the place of landing, by reafon that the bank was 
fteep, and of a great heighth. The count of Ar- 
tois, with his troop, landed the firft in fpite of three 
hundred horfe of the enemies that were minded to 
oppofe his pafiage. He charged them at his land- 
log, and as there was no equality in the match, the 
Sa.azcns, a9 foon as they law him over, difbanded, 
and ran galloping back to their camp. 

The count, forgetting the oath and the word he 
had given the king his brother, purlued them 
fword in hand, though the two grand matters cried 
out to him, that this flight was perhaps only a ufu- 
al ttratagem of the oriental nations. But Robert^ 
who littened to nothing but his courage, arrived as 
foon as the fugitives at the enemies camp, fur prized 
them, forced their intrenchments, broke into tneir 
camp, and, in fpite of all the refinance that Facar- 
din, general of the Sarazens, who died in this acti- 
on, could make, the infidels concluding, that the 
whole Chrifiian army had broke into ^ their camp, 
flea, lb me ol them towards Cairo, whilft others 
threw themfelves into Maflbure, and not judging it 
faie there, hattened away to a greater dift.nee, 
without daring to rally, till they thought themlclves 
far enough not to be l’een by the enemy. 

Nothing 
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Nothing could have been wanting to fo glorious 
and Turpi iziog a fuccels, if the count hard known 
how to be fatisfied with it But the fight 
Feb. 8. of Mafloure, fet open and abandoned boih 
by the enemy, and mod of its inhabitants, 
was a fatal charm which prevailed over all the re- 
monftrances that William de Sonnac, grand maftcr 
of the templars, could make : he was abfolutely 
refolded to continue the purfuit. In vain did that 
old warrior reprefent to him, that he owed his vic- 
tory, and the defeat of the infidels, only to a pan- 
nic terror, and to their being perfuaded, that the 
whole Chriftian army had croffed the river, and 
was prefent in the action ; that he Ihould be care- 
ful not to undective them ; for as foon as they dif- 
covered the imali number of his troops, they would 
rally as ufual, return to the charge, and hem him 
in on all Tides. The young prince, naturally haugh- 
ty, and now more elated by this beginning of Wc* 
tory, cried out in a paffion, " We need no oihe t 
4t proofs, but this artful dilcourfe, of the correfpon- 
“ dence which they fay the templars hold with the 
4t infidels ; here 1 plainly fee their treachery, and 
“ the feditious temper of the hofpitallers. It is 
il not without realon that we have lo long been 
told, that they alone, to make themfelves always 
< c neceflary, and to drain the weft of its money, 
«« hinder the war from being brought to an end: 
“ this is the true caufe of the lols of fo many 
princes and lords that have engaged in the cru* 
«« fades +> whom they have either poifoned, or fuf- 
fet ed to perilh in battle, for fear of feeing them- 
«« felves fubjedt to the dominion of the weftern 
“ princes: and who is there that can be a ftr^igcr 
«« to the difficulty which the emperor Frederic had 
to efcape their fnares and ambulhes % V[ 

* Matt. Pari', ad ^nn. I25«. 
f V dc chron. Na.gis ad an. 1*49. 
t Id ibid. p. 7$o. 
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The two grand mailers, and the knights in ge- 
neral, enraged at thefe reproaches, replied, “ How! 
“ great prince, do you think that we have aban- 
“ doned our fortunes and our country, that we 
“ have taken the religious habit in a llrange land, 
“ and that we daily expole our lives only to betray 
“ the Chrillian church, and renounce our own 
“ falvation ? Be allured, a thought fo unworthy of 
u a Chrillian never entered into the mind of any 
“ knight *.’* The grand mailer de Sonnac, tranf- 
ported with refentment, cried out to the ftandard- 
bearer of the order, “ Difplay your banner ; arms 
u and death mull this day decide our honour and 
u our deftiny : we were invincible, added he, had 
u we continued united, but a fpirit of divifion is 
tf going to be the dt ft ruction of both/’ 

The Earl of Salilbury was for interpoling to 
bring them to temper, and dirttSling his djfcourfe 
to the French prince, “ I believe, moll ferene count, 
fays he to him, that you cannot err in following 
“ the advice of fo holy a man, and one of fuch a 
“ confummate knowledge in the art of war, as the 
“ grand mailer; and young perfons will never fuf- 
** fer any difhonour by depending on a man of his 
€< age and merit.” But the Englilh loid was treat- 
ed w ith as much indignity as the grand mailer ; and 
the count of Artois anfwered this wife and reafon- 
able difeourfe in a taunting manner. All this, cried 
the prince, Imells of the tail ; alluding to a cyrrent 
report at that time, that the Englilh, by w^y o t pu- 
nilhment lor the murder of Sr. Thomas ot Canter- 
bury, had tails clapped to their backlide. ** Count 
Kobert,” replies the Englilh earl, with indignation, 
u i’lfgo fuch a length of danger to day, that you 
fhall not come near fo much as my hoifc’s tail.** 

* Ut qund, comes generofe, habitum fiifciperemus religion!* ? Nun- 
quid ut eccicfum Chtifti everteremus, a procitionibus intendentes 
animas noftias perderemu.- ? Abfii hoc a nobis, imo ab omni Chrifti- 
aao. Matt, Paris, p. 790, 
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And, upon faying thefc words, they all pufhed for- 
ward immediately like madmen, without following 
any orders or advice but what their paflion and 
rage fuggefted. They entered all into Mafloure, 
which they found open : fome flopped there to 
plunder, others advanced on, and endeavoured to 
come up with the Sarazens ; but thofe infidels 
were already rallied under one of their leaders, cal- 
led Bendocdar, a brave officer, equally a foldier 
and a general, who afterwards railed himfelf by 
his courage and capacity to the throne of his ma- 
tters. This general, feeing the fmall number o£ 
the French, attacked them again, and put them to 
flight in his turn. The count of Artois was o- 
bliged to throw himfelf into Maffoure, and was im- 
mediately inverted there ; and, to prevent his efcape, 
Bendocdar, after fecuring the gates, ported a con- 
flderable body of troops between the town and the 
Thanis, to prevent the king’s advancing to thefts 
cour of his brother. That young prince, whofe cou- 
rage had hurried him into danger, was attacked at the 
fame time by the regular troops, and by the inha- 
bitants of MafT ure : the one engaged the French 
in the ftreets, and the others fhowered down upon 
them ftones, burning coals, boiling water, and ar- 
rows from the tops of the houfes ; fo that the 
count of Artois, the earl bf Salifbury, and moftof 
the knights of both orders, perifhed in that unfor- 
tunate action ; fcarce a man efcaped but the grand 
mafter or the temple, who, after lofing an eye, and 
being covered all over with wounds, made his way 
back to the chriftian army. The Sarazens took fome 
prifoneis, among which was the grand mafter of 
St. John. The king himfelf had no better foftune. 
After various atrtions, wherein he loft abundance 
of men, the Fitnch, exceedingly weakened by dif- 
eafes and want of provifions, were, in their retreat 
to JDamiata, lurrounded, and overpowered by the 
prodigious numbers of the barbarians. The king 
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of France, Alphonfus count of Poitiers, and 
Charles count of Anjou, his brothers, with all the 
nobility, were taken prisoners. 

As I am not wriiing the hirtory of that prince, I 
do net think myfelf obliged to dwell upon the detail 
and circumftances of this dilmal event, whereby a 
king fo powerful, wife, and valiant, was expofed as 
a fptdlacle to all the world, and as a moft deplora- 
ble inftance of the misfortunes of mankind. He 
obtained his liberty from thefe barbarians, upon 
reftoring Damiata, and paying 800.000 befants for 
ihe ranfom of the prifoners, the greateft part of 
which fum was advanced by the hofpitallers and 
templars *. 

His intention at leaving Egypt was to return im- 
mediately into France *, but the grand matters of 
the hofpiullers and templars made fo lively a repre- 
sentation to him of the iniferable condition of the 
Holy Land, and of the danger it was in of falling 
into the hands of the infidels, that he refol- 
to continue fame time in St. John d’Acre, in 
or der to repair the fortifications of thofe other 
towns that the Chrittians were ftill matters of. 

During his flay there, the prince of AflaiEns, 
w honi the French call the ancient, or rather 
the feignior of the mountain, and whom we 1 251. 
have fpoken of before, fent two deputies to 
demand of him the prefents which that vile captain 
banditti ufed to exaft from princes, by way of 
tribute, for not aflattinating them. “ The empe- 
ror of Germany, (lays one of thefe envoys to 
u him), the king of Hungary, the fultan of Egypt, 
and all other princes, have not failed to make 
<c him this acknowledgement, knowing well that 
* c they fhould live no longer than our prince plea- 

* Poftquam pecuniae praetenta'ae quantitatem, quam mutuo recc- 
pftrat a templariifi et hofpitaiariis, Juniienfibus ct Pifanis penitus re- 
acccp.is cbiaubus, pcrfulvifTet. Matt. Paris, p. 799, 
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“ fed # : he gives you notice therefore, to fubmit 
%t like them to the fame cuttom, or at leaft to pro- 
c< cure him a difeharge of the tribute which he pays 
€t to the grand matters of the temple and hofpital.” 
They were afked, fays Joinviile, why they did not 
make away with the two grand matters, who forced 
them to pay that tribute. “ If our lord, (replied 
“ they), fliould caufe one of theft grand matters to 
4< be killed, there will foon be another as good in 
i( his room, and therefore he will not expofe his 
men to danger, where nothing is to be got by it.” 
The king, difdaming to give an anfwer to fuch bar- 
barians, lent them to the two grand matters; and 
Peter de Villebride, who underttood their language, 
and knew how to deal with thefe banditti, taking 
upon him to be the fpokefman ; “ Your matter, 
t€ (fays he to them), is very bold to offer fuch pro- 
“ pofals to a king of France ; if we had not a it- 
“ fjpeett for your character as envoys, we would 
“ have you thrown this moment into the fea ; get 
“ you gone, and tell the feignior of the mountain, 

C( that if he does not, in fifteen days time, fend the 
44 king letters, to acknowledge and make fatisfac- 
** tion for his infolence, he will have the knights 
44 of the two orders upon his back.” 

The apprehenfion of their refentment made him 
afraid, who ufed to make the generally of mo* 
narchs tremble: he fent back within the fifteen days 
the fame deputies, who brought the king, in his 
name, a fhirt, to fignify that he would be attached 
to him as clofely as a fhirt fticks to a human body; 
and they prefented him at the fame time a gold ring, , 
in which the name of their matter was engraved, 
which very probably he fent him as a prote&ibn. 

The Sire de Joinviile, from whom I have taken 
this paflage, relates another, which is indeed much 
lefs conliderable, and even infignificant enough, if 

* Join?'. lie, p. 85, et86. 

2 any 
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any thing can be fo that is ufeful to give us a right 
notion of the difcipline of the order in thofe anqi- 
cot times. That lord, in the life he has left us of 
St. Louis, writes, that whilff he attended upon the 
king in the town of Acre, fome French gentlemen 
and knights, who were come into the Holy Land 
under his banner, going not far from the town, to 
hunt antelops, a fort of wild goat common in that 
country, they were met by fome hofpitallers, and a 
dtfpute arifing about the game, they came 
to blows, and the French were feverely 1251. 
handled. 

The lord of Joinville complained immediately to 
the grand malter ; it was Wil- 
liam de Chateauneuf, whom we William d e 
mentioned before, a Frenchman Chateauneuf. 
by nation, an old knight, a ri- 
gid obferver of the regular difcipline, who, after 
paffing through all the offices of the order, had 
lately fucceeded brother Peter de Villebride. This 
new grand matter, having examined into the affair, 
condemned his knights to eat in the refe&ory on 
the ground upon their mantles, according to the 
cuftoni and practice, fays Joinville, of the Holy 
Land,; and he adds, t( l was there prefent with the 
u knights, and we defired the malter to make the 
4% brothers get up off their mantles* which he re- 

fufed ; but at laft we forced him to it, for wc 
“ feated ourfelves upon the ground by them, in or- 
4t der to eat with them ; but they Would not fuffer 
“ ic ; nay, they were obliged to get up from us, 
** to go and eat with the other brothers at the ta- 
4< bk*, leaving us their mantles, probably by way of 
iC fatila&ion and reparation.” 

They kept a profound filence in the refe&ories 
of the order ; pious and edifying leffons fupplied 
the place of converfation ; and it was owing only to 
the in (lances and remonftrances of brother Ram- 
bault, prior gf Hungary, that Pope Innocent T/. 
Vol. 1. F f who 
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who was then in rhe chair of St. Peter, permitted 
the hofpitalkrs of that nation to break filtnce in 
the refiftory, whenever they were obliged to re- 
ceive any lecular perfons, eminent for their birth or 
dignities. 

Such was rhe regular difcipline of this order, srt 
the time that St. Louis was fummoned back into 
France, by the death of queen Blanche, his mo* 
i her, regent of the kingdom in his abfence. That 
prince, after fortifying St. John d’Acre, rebuilding 
Saide, Cxfarea, and Jaffa, and leaving a confkler- 
able fuccour of troops and money in the 
1254. country, embarked on April 24th, 1254, 
fraught with the blcflings and prayeis of ail 
the people ; and, after having been equally the ad- 
miration of the Sarazens and of the Chriftians, for 
his valour in action, and an invincible conftaocj 
Under his misfortunes. 

Whatever expence that holy king had been 
and whatever precautions he had taken to put the 
few' places left the Chriftians in the Holy Land into 
a ftare of defence, the pope, being juftly alarmed 
at his departure, recommended the prefervation 
thereof, in a particular manner, to the hofpiral- 
lers ; and, to engage them to it the more, he not 
only confirmed all the privileges granted by his pre- 
deccflbis to the order, but alio, under a notion of 
recompenfin.g the effential fervices they were conti- 
nually doing to all Chriftcndom, he beftowed up- 
on them the monaftery of mount Thabor, built 
upon that mountain in the manner of a fortrefs, 
with the caftle of Bethany, where queen Melifenda, 
wife of king Fulk of Anjou, had formerly founded 
a convent for nuns, who, after the lofs of Jerufa- 
lem r had retired into Europe. 

If we confider the fituation of the places, and the 
neighbourhood of the Sarszens, thefe grants were 
not fo much favours as engagements to frefh perik. 
The grand matter, without any regard to the 'dan- 
gerous 
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g^rous fttuation of thofe places, put feveral detach- 
ments of his knights into them. He afterwards 
fortified the caftle of Crac, in the county of Tripoli, 
which had for a confidsrable time belonged to the 
order ; and as the grand mafter’s only view was to 
reprefe the inroads of the infidels, he put a hundred 
knights, with fome troops in pay of the order, into 
the ca.ftfe of AfTur, which ferved as a frontier gar- 
rtfon, in refpedt of the lands which the Saraz-ns 
jKjffefied in Paleftine. 

Gares fo becoming his dignity, and the valour 
q£ his knights, could not fail of the jufteft encomi- 
ums, if thefe knights and the templars had not at 
that time, in contempt of the duties of their profd- 
fiota, and the laws of Chrifiianity, turned their 
arms againft one another. Their old animofities re- 
vived ; whether flrong or weak, they attacked one 
another wherc-ever they met. In fine, thefe two 
bodies, fq formidable to th? infidels, came to a fort 
of battle and general engagement. The fortune of 
war proved nowife favourable to the templars ; not 
a man was taken prifoner, but the hofpit filers cut 
id pieces all that ca ne within the reach of their 
(words: icarcc, fays the ccclefiallical hiftorian 
was th^re lc ft a templar to carry the news of their 
defeat to the reft of their order. The remnant of 
the templars in the Holy Land, not finding them- 
fetves ftrong enough to revenge the fiiigrace, lent a 
general fu nmons to their brethren in the weft; and, 
what is moft furprifing in this- civil war, as it may 
be called, where matters were carried to fuch a 
height of fury and malicious refentment, is, that, 
excepting the frequent battles and encounters occa* 
fioned by the jealoufy and mifunderftanding fo long 
fubfifting between them, there was ftiil kept up in 


^ Coocitante enim humani generis hofte, imbutos muruo olio tx 
lnfan Jfcmjilanone concepto animos, hofpital mi t^mum tempi rio- 
rum ftra^m ed.derc, ut vix accrptse clad s nunlius fupcr^fFct. R-ti.i. 
a(^nn. 1259. n 6 1. 

F f 2 their 
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the : r houfes the fame fpirit of charity to the poo* 
and pilgrims, and the fame zeal for the defence of 
the Chriftians of Paleftine. It were to have been 
wifhed their emulation had never taken another 
turn. 

The grand mafter de Ghateauneuf 
1260. died about this time, and upon his death 
Hugh de was fucceeded by brother Hugh de Re- 
Revel. vel, of a noble family in Dauphiny, 
upon which he refle&ed a new luftre by 
his wife conduct in the government. During the 
eighteen years that he was grand mafter, the order 
was put under a new regulation with regard to its 
temporalities. We have obferved, that aH the e- 
llates of the order were managed by knights that 
were accountable for the profits, and, after taking 
what was neceflary for their own fubfiftence, were 
obliged to remit the reft to the fbpreme houfe aod 
treafury of the order. But as the expenses of thefe 
adminiftrators often fwallowed up the whole in- 
come, and befides, the order, to provide fupplies 
for the immenfe charge of a continual war, ftood 
in need of a fixed and certain revenue, they refol- 
\ed, in a general chapter held at Caefarea, upon a 
rate of the fums which each houfe was to fend to 
the Holy Land, and pay into the treafury ; and be* 
caufe, in the obediences aod commifiaons given after* 
wards to the knights intrufted with this adminiftra- 
tiqn, they made ufe of this expreflion, 44 We re- 
“ commend thefe eftates to you Commenda- 
snus *, &c. this particular adminiftration of each 
houfe was ftiled Commendataria 1 from whence 
came the name of commandery, and the titjp of 
commander. 

Yet this title was not then given for fife; it might 
be fuperfeded, and was fubftituted inftcad of that of 
preceptor, which had been made ufe of till that 
time. * 

• Pactakon kin, 1. 3 * P. Sa. 

‘ Theft 
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Thefe command lies were afterwards ranged un- 
der diffeient priories. The prior was obliged to 
overlee them, and (end to the Holy Lapd, either in 
troops or money, the ordinary contributions of 
each commandery within his priory, which were 
ftiled Kei'pon lions, and might be railed according 
to the occafions of the order, and purfuant to the 
regulations gnd decrees of the general chapter. 

The chapter then held at Ciefarea, to inforce this 
principle of not converting the revenues of the or- 
der to a private ufe ; a principle founded upon the 
vow of poverty, to which ail the knights had bound 
thenifdves, forbade them to make wills, to appoint 
heirs, or bequeathe any legacies. By this fiat ute 
they were not lb muclv a- allowed to leave by will 
any extraordinary gratification to their fervant , 
without tLc exprefs conlent of the grand mailer. 
Such was the uilcipline of the order at that time, 
nectflary indeed, not only in regard to their vow of 
poverty, but like wife on account of the continual 
wars which the order was engaged in againft the in- 
fidels We are now going to enter upon times fiill 
more diimal, wherein thefe militaiy triars continu- 
ed to give new proots of their zeal and valour. 

Beodocdar, who had lb eminent a (lure in the 
defeat of Kobeit count of Artois, reigned at rhat 
time in Egypt : he was the fourth of the Mama- 
lucks that had been raiftd to the throne ; and he 
got poff ffion of it by the death of Meltch Elvahet, 
whom he cauled to be afiaffinated, under pretence 
that the lultan would not break the truce which he 
had made with the Latin Cfiriftians of Paleltine. 

Bendocdar being chofen to tucceed him by the 
Matfiaiucks, iignahzed his aectffion to the 
crown by a bloody war which he made up* 1263. 
on the Chriftians and particulaily upon 
ti\5jknights of the two orders *. The lultan of Ba- 

* Rain, ad ann. 1263. n. i, 2. 

) F f 3 byion, 
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bylon, fays Pope Urban IV* writing to St. Louis, 
is come, contrary to the faith of treaties, to encamp 
between mount Thabor and Naim; and his troops, 
in hatred of the chriftian name, deftroy all with fire 
and fword up to the gates of Acre : he has demo- 
lifhed the church of Nazareth, and that of mount 
Thabor. His foldiers kill indifferently all that they 
meet, without diftin&ion of age or fex. The fate 
o£ fuch as die by'the fword of the b rbarians is now 
no longer to be lamented; there are no forts of tor- 
ments but they infl '61 them on their priloners, to 
force them to change their religion. 

The fultan refolving to drive the Chriftians en- 
tirely out of Paleftine, hid liege to the fortrefs of 
Affur *, which belonged to the order of the hofpi- 
tallers. It was one of the ftrongeft places in Palef 
tine, and the grand mafter, beftdes the gjrrilon, 
had put ninety knights into it who were all killed 
one after another in the levtral attacks; and 
1265. when the fultan at Lift entered, it was ewer 
the corpfe of thefe intrepid knights who 
died on the breach, and, gloiying in their obedience, 
received the enemy with pleaiure, and went joyful- 
ly to their death. 

1 he templars met with no better treatment in 
the year following, nor did they fhew themfelvcs 
lels valiant am) faithful to ti eir. religion. They 
■were in p ff llion of another fortrefs called Sephet. 
Bendocdat bclugcd it, and aiter an < bftinate de* 
fence, the prior of the temple, who was governor 
of it. feeing ail his woiks ruined was obliged to 
capitulate. It was ftipulated hy the capitulation, 
that he fhould be conveyed with his knights and 
the reft of his garrifon, which ftill made 6co^men, 
to the nearell place belonging to the Chriftians. 
But the fultan, ws foon as he law himfelf mafter of 
Sephet, caufed them all to be difarmed, and allow- 

• Sai.ut, U 3. par. 12, c. 8 . 
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ed them only till the next night to refolve either to 
die, br turn Mahometans. I he prior of the tem- 
ple, who was a holy monk, aflilted by two Fran- 
eifeans, employed that little time lo well, and ex- 
horted his brethren and foldiers with fo much zeal 
and piety, to prefer a crown of martyrdom before 
a momentary life, difhonoured by a thameful apo- 
ftafy, that they all the next day readily offered 
themftlves to the Daughter, rather than change 
their religion. The lultan, provoked at their firm- 
nefs, and at the conftancy of the prior of the tem- 
ple, after having tempted him in vain with the of- 
fers of riches and honours, ordered him to be flay- 
ed alive and, as if he was afraid he might fur- 
vive fo horrible a torture, commanded his head to 
be chopped off. He inflicted the lame torments on 
the two Francifcan friars that had ftrvtd as cha- 
plains in the place. 4< By the death of fo many 
knights of both orders, (fays pope Clement IV, 
4< in one of his letters), the noble college of the 
H hofpitallers, and the illuftrious militia of the tem- 
u pie, are almott defiroved ; and not to inlilt on 
u the lofs of thele two lortiefles, and of the arms 
u and equipages of the knights, how (ball we be 
** able, alter this, to find gentlemen and perfons of 
i€ quality enough to lupp^y the places of lueh as 
“ have perilhed on thefe twooccalion ?” 

Though the contemporary hiltorians, from the 
time ot the twelfth century, gave the tide of grand 
to the matter of the hofpitallers, as may be lecn in 
this hiftory, yet thr popes, either in conformity to 
ancient ufage, 01 on account ot their own lupieme 
dignity, never fpoke of the fuperior general in any 
higher trrms than rha» of matter of the hofpital- 
lers of Si. John. It was pope Clement IV. whom 

' • Port hos vero fratrem Jacobum He Podio et fratrem Jeremiam,^ 
fuia easterns in hdr firmaverant, e» pr;oem templanoTUm excoriari 
fecerunt, drinde tuitig ri, poltremo ad locum caetcrorum dedufh ca- 
pite foot, Sanut, ib, 

we 
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we have* juft m>w mentioned, that in aiho- 
li 6 j. rough lenle of the tervices of the ho (pit al- 
ius, gave their head the title of grand maf- 
ter, as may be leen in a brief of that pontiff, bear- 
ing date November i8th, A". D. 12^7 ; and this 
pope in another bull adds, ‘ The brothers of the 
holpital of St. John of Jerulalem ought to he 
“ regarded as ihe Maccabees cf ibe New Teft amenf. 
** Thole noble knigms have genen ufly renounced 
“ the pleafuies of the world,* and abandoned their 
* country, and eftates, and foi tunes, to take up 
* 4 the crois, and put thetnlclves under the banner 
“ of Jelus Chril't i they are the inftrueneuts which 
€€ the Savioui of mankind makes ulc of daily to 
4t purge his church of the abominations of the in- 
u fidels, and they bravely ex; ole their lives to the 
,f greateft dangers, for the defence of pilgrims and 
€i ChriftiansT Thus does the pope rxprcl's him- 
fclf in his bull, dated from Viterbo, onihe 
1 269. fourth of the kalends o: June, and jq the 
fix ft year of his pontificate. 

Rut how* honourable ibevei thefe elogiums ard 
titles were the Holy Land, ai d tlx.' orders in par- 
ticular. prefftd and overwhelmed in a manner by 
the formidable power of Buidocdai , ftood in need 
or fomething more efK&ual for tiieir 
March 7. fuccour thau barien praii s. The lul- 
1*68. tan improving the conliernation the 
Coriftians were in, had lately reduced 
April 15. Jaffa \ and fomedavs after he took the 
c »ltle of beamort. But the moft iw* 
May 19. porta nt conqurft that he made, v^s 
that of the famous cry of Antioch, 
which did not coft him fo much as the troubl^and 
cxpence of a fit ge. He became mafter of it by 
the treafon of the patriarch, others, fay, by the 
cowardice of the inhabitants : they did not howe- 
vei meet with any better treatment ; whether the 
fultaa delighted in blood, or was minded to ItiTcn 

the 
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fhe number of chriftian inhabitants in that great 
city, he put feventeen thoufand of them to the 
fword, and carried off an hundrd thoufand into 
flavery. 

^Bendocdar after this turned hi® arms againft the 
fortrefs of Crac, which belonged to the order of 
St. John. The knights held out near two months, 
againft all the power of that prince, like their 
brethren that defended Affur ; and, rejefting all 
motion of capitulation, they died upon the breach ; 
nor did the fultan enter the place till the laft of 
thefe noble warriors were (lain. 

Such was the condition of the Holy 
Land, without a fovereign, without an i2JQ r 
army, without fuccour, without any re- 
fource in nature, but the military orders, who 
were overwhelmed by the prodigious armies of tht 
infidels. I would willingly draw a veil over thefe 
difmal paflages, if the laws of hiftory did not ob* 
lige cne to relate equally events of different natures, 
and bad fuccefs as well as the good. 

Notwithftanding thefe continual wars, and a- 
midft the noife of arm*, the grand mafter, who 
was as intent on keeping up the regular difcipline* 
as on the defence of the places entrufted to the va- 
lour of his knights, called and held no left than 
five general chapters, where he made feveral very 
ufeful regulations, and confirmed at the fa me time 
the ancient ufages of the order ; among which we 
find, that, for the admiffion of a knight, it 'was 
neceffary that he fhould be born in lawful wed- 
lock, and be dekend.-d, both by the father and 
mother’s fide, of noble families, noble by arms, as 
well as name. lhc fame condition was required 
likewife with regard to the nuns of the order ; and 
in one of thefe chapter, the caftellan of Empofta 
was empowered to admit and receive the poffcflion 
of fuch ladies as gave proof of their bting truly 
called^ and defired to be received, as well in the 
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priory of Sixenne, as in the other nunneries that 
d'-pentUd on his caftellany and priory. A decree 
p, idl'd in the fame chapters, and under the grand 
mailer iliip of de Revel, againft giving the habit B> 
any monk who had been profeffi?d in another or- 
der. In fine, by the regulations there made, the 
h jfpitalJers could not ehufc any ftrange confeflbrs i 
that were not of the order, without an exprefsper- 
miffion from the prior of the church ; the foperior ! 
of (heir chaplains, who ailed as biihop and ordina- 
ry of the order, enjoying that authority in virtue I 
of fome papal conceffions, and wearing the epifco- 
pal ornaments when he officiated. 

From thefe monaftic cares and regulations, the! 
grand maftcr pafled to others of greater impor- 
tance, concerning the prefervation and defence of 
the Holy Land ; and, in concert with the grand ra- 
fter of the templars, he made a truce with tteA I: 
tan of Egypt, in hopes of improving that cefcrion 
of arms to obtain fuccours from the weft, without 
which it was impoffibie for the. Latin Chriftians to 
maintain their ground any longer in Paleftine. 

Both the grand mafters went thereupon into I- 
|aly, to folicit in a warmer and more efFe&ual 
manner. The advancement of Thealde or Theo- 
bald, arch-deacon of Liege, .to the throne of St. 
Peter, was the rr>Qt»yc that determined them to 
lake that voyage. The cardinals, after fufferiag 
the holy iee to continue vacant for two years aod 
nine months, without coming to any refolutioa a- 
bout the perfi n to bye appointed vifibJe head of tbp 
church, agreed at Lft in the choice of Theobuli 
grch-deacon of Liege, ot the not-le houfe of Vil- 
COnti ; and his piety having carried him, at tbac 
lime, to the cioly L ind, they lent him the inftru* 
ment o^ his election thither. There could not have 
been a better * it nets of the extremity and real ue- 
ceffitus of the Chriftians in that country. This 
holy pope wa$ deeply affected with them, and, be- 
fore 
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fore Ius departure, promifed the grand matters to ufe 
fcll the authority which God had then given him in 
the church, for the procuring them fuccoui s. It 
is faid, that as he went on board the ttiip that was 
to carry him into Italy, to confirm his promife, he 
broke out into this expreflion of the one hundred 
lad thirty fntth pfalm j “ O JerOfalem, holy city, 

11 if I ever forget thee, let me be blotted out of the 
<x remembrance of men.” 

It was to this pontiff, who tobk the name of 
Gregory X. that the two grand matters, who fol- 
lowed Icon after him, applied themfelves upon their 
arrival in Italy. He had already prevented their 
faftances and remonttrances ; for, as foon as ever 
fct landed, ncglt£l?ng all the compliments of the 
cardinals and courtiers, he employed himfelf in no- 
ting, for eight days together, but in finding out 
expedients aftd means to fucCour the Holy L :nd. 
wf immediately fee u red twelve gal lies well manned, 
^'Which Pifa, Genoa, and Marfeillcs, and Venice, 
^reto fnrnifh each of them three. To fupply the 
charge of the war, he borrowed twenty five thou- 
faWd marks of fiiver, of Philip the Hardy, king of 
France, fon of St. Louis ; the templars mortgaging 
to that prince all the lands which they pofltffcd m 
bis dominions, for the payment of the money *. 

The two grand matters arriving in Italy, heard, 
with great fatisfatttion, of the meafures which the 
Pope had already taken in favour of the Holy 
Land. However, after kitting his feet, they rc- 
prefented to him, that this fuccour might indeed 
put off, for fome time, the lo s of the few places 
which the Chrittians had left ; but that there mutt 
be a more confiderable force, if he had any thoughts 
of driving the infidels entirely out of Paleftine. 

dl he pope gave into their views, and, after coh- 
ering with the cardinals on this fubjeft, he called 

* Rainaldi ad an. 1272, n. 7 & 2. 
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a general council at Lyons, as the fureft means of 
exciting the zeal of the faithful, and procuring a 
new crufade. This we learn from a letter of that 
. pontiff to*Philip III. furnamed the Hardy, king of 
France. 44 During the ftay we made in the Holy 
44 Land, fays Gregory in his letter, we conferred 
44 with the leaders of the Chriftian army, with the 
44 templars and hofpitallers, and with the great 
44 men of the country, about the means of pre- 
46 venting its total ruin. We have difeourfed on 
“ the fame fubje&fince with our brethren the car- 
44 dinals, and we findtharfome relief mull be fent 
41 away immediately in the gallics, -till a more con- 
44 fiderable fuccour can be railed, which we hope 
44 to obtain by the meeting of a general coun- 
44 cil.’* 

This council was not held till A. D. 1274. The 
pope was prefent there, and it was opened 
1274. on May 2. He would have the two gvand 

~ matters appear alfo, to make a reprelenta* 
tion in perfon of the deplorable condition of the 
Holy Land ; and if we may believe an old manu* 
fci ipt, intituled, The Ceremonial of the Cardinals, 
which is kept in the Vatican library, number 4734* 
that pontiff alligned them an eminent place in the 
council, above all the ambaffadors, the peers of 
France, and other great lords that were come to 
this famous aflembly. 

Jt is not my bufinefs to relate what patted in the 
feveral feflions of this council ; I fhall only obferve, 
that in the latt it was refolved, that the crufadc 
lhould bp preached up over all Chriftendom, and 
to furnifh the vatt expfnce that fuch an armament 
required, a confiderable tax was laid upon all ec- 
cleliaftical dignities and benefices, by way of tenths, 
payable in fix years. 

Philip king of Franc© had already put on the 
crofs. Rodolph, who, of a private count of Haps* 
burgh, had been a little before, clefted emperor of 
1 Germany, 
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Germany, rereived the fame from the hands of the 
pope ; and Michael Palaeologus, who h d <urpr:zed 
Conftantinople in A. D. 126], in order 10 be ac- 
knowledged emperor by the wettern princes, offer- 
ed to join his forces to thofe of the crufade, arid to 
put on the ciofs himfelf. But no body did it with 
* more zeal than Charles Duke of Anjvru, brother to 
St. Louis, and king of the two Sicilies, who laid 
claim to the kingdom of Jeruialem, in virtue of a 
conveyance and ccfilon made him in this very coun- 
cil, by Mary princefs of Antioch, daughter of ro- 
be round IV. and of the. prince f> Meltfinda, though 
Hugh III. king of Cyprus maintained, that the 
crown of Jeruialem belonged to him, as defeended 
in a right line from Alice of Champagne, daugh- 
ter of Henry count of Champagne, ai d lf.»be?, 
daughter of Amaury the third king of Jcru akm. 
This prince was crowned king in the city of Tyre ; 
and the king of Sicily on his fide, till he could go 
in perfon to the Holy Lard, to take po&ffion of 
the poor remnant of that milerable kingdom, fent 
Roger de Sr. Severin thither as his lieutenant. The 
ba rons of the kingdom were divided between the 
-- two pretenders ; and the grand matter of the tem- 
plars, at his return from the council, declared him- 
felf for the king of Sicily. But the grand matter 
de Revel, and the knights of St. John, continued 
neuter, agreeable to their rule and the ttatures of 
the order, protefting, that they were not allowed 
to take up arms againtt any Chrittian prince what- 
‘ever. This conduct, though equally wife and equi- 
table, drew upon them the reientment of Charles 
of Anjou, who (cizcd all the effects and pofftflions 
of the order in his dominions. 

Bendocdar would not have failed to make hi is 
advantage of thelc fatal difTenfions, which divided 
all the Latin Chrittian* of Palettine ; but he died 
about this time, of a wound, that he received in % 

V cl, I. G g battle,' 
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battle, wherein he was defeated by the fucceflors of 
Genchizcan. 

Hiftorians aflign the year following for the death, 
of the grand matter Hugh de Revel, who 
1278. was worn out wi h the cares and fatigues 
of government, and with the terrible 
apprehenfions of tbofe deplorable calamities which 
he forefaw nnift foon happen. The knights,, af- 
fembling a chapter in their houfe of 
Nicholas St. John d’Acre, chofe in his ftead 
Lorgue. brother Nicholas Lorgue, a knight of 
a good natured and infinuating tem- 
per, who ufed his utmoft: endeavours, during his. 
aJminittration, to put an end to the divifions be- 
tween the knights of his own order and thofe of 
tlie temple. 

Though the truce which the two grand matters 
had made with Bendocdar, before "their deparru/e 
for the weft, was ftill in force, a captain of Melec- 
Sais, his fuccettor, either by lecret orders from his 
matter, or out of a pillaging humour, made incur- 
fions notwithftanding, and ravaged the country up 
to the gates of Mar gat, a fortrefs belonging to the 
knights of St. John. 

The knights, furprized at this inroad in a time of 
truce, Tallied out of Ihe place in good or- 
1278. der, attacked the pillagers, and cut the 
greateft part of them in pieces. The ful- 
tan, eager to have his revenge, fent a ttronger par- 
ty, making a body of five thoufand men, into the 
neighbourhood of the place. The knights made a 
fecond Tally ; but before they advanced againft: the 
enemy, they left part of the garrifon near the ^ates 
of the city in ambufli, to fecure their retreat. 
They then marched ftreight againft the enemy, and, 
after a flight fkirmifh, retired with all the appear- 
ance of fear, as if they had been diimayed at the 
fuperior numbers of the infidels. The Safazens, 
full of confidence and prefumption on this occa- 
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fion, prefled hard upon them, the knights continu- 
ing to retire before them, till they had drawn them 
beyond the ambufcade ; then they made head, and 
charged them in front, whilrt: the troops that were 
-in ambdfh came out, and, fetting up a great (hour, 
attacked the infidels in- the rear; who, being fur- 
prized, and marching moft of them without any 
order or precaution, as if it had been to a certain 
Vidtory, were foon broken and routed, after a very 
-faint oppofition. The Sarazens fled for their lives : 
vaft numbers of them were killed, and feveral ta- 
ken prifoners, with the emir that commanded the 
j detachment. 

The lultan, nettled at this laft defeat, refolved to 
be revenged by the utter ruin and deftru&ion of 
the fortrefs ; but important affitirs detaining him in 
his own territories, he could not execute his defign 
till three years* after, when he inverted the place 
with a formidable army. The grand mafter al- 
ways kept a large body of troops there. Melec- 
Sais tried at firft to take the place by fcalado. His 
foldicrs advanced with ladders to the walls, and at- 
tempted to mount to the top; but they found the 
fame courage and oppofition in all places. The 
rknights fuffered them to mount, only that they 
might have the greater fall. Stones, fireworks, 
boiling water, every thing was made ufe of on this 
occafion; and the lultan, after lofing great numbers 
of his men, was forced to order the fouoding a 
retreat. 1 hat prince found himfelf obliged to car- 
ry on his approaches in form. He opened trenches 
before it, and battered the walls with engines for 
throwing rtones, and luch other machines as were 
in ufe at that time ; but they advanced flowly : the 
knights were continually making Tallies, and after 
clearing the trenches, carried terror oftentimes in- 
to the heart of the infidel’s camp. They burnt all 
his ehgines more than once, and would have forced 
the fultan to raife the fiege, had they not been fur- 
G g 2 prized 
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prized by a fecret enemy, againft which there was 

no defence. 

Wh^i ft Melec-Sais was amufing them, as we may 
fay, with falfe attacks, his troops were at work, 
day and night, in digging mines, which they car- 
ried on to the walls of the place, fo that they were 
fupported only by lome props of wood ; he then 
fu mmoned the governor and garrifon to furrender. 
They received the fummons with railery, and afked 
the officer if his mafter thought himfdf obliged to 
make them fuch a compliment before be raifed the 
fiege. But they were foon forced to change their 
note ; the officer told them, that the fortrefs was 
all undermined, and offered to carry them into the 
nune, and ffiew them, that the fultan had nothing 
to do, but to fet fire to the props, and open him- 
felf a paffage into the place. The governor there- 
upon lent two knights along with the officer, who 
were immediately convinced of the truth of his ac- 
count. There was no remedy but to treat, and 
give up the place ; and, as foon as the knights were 
marched out, the fultan caufed it to be razed, to 
deprive them of all hopes of recovering it in a 
more favourable jun^fure. 

A certain hiftorian # tells us, that fome German 
knights, that were concerned in defending 
1235. this place, to preferve the memory of it, 
built afterwards, in their own country, a 
fortrefs on the fame plan, calling it Mergatheim, 
which, a r ter the order«of St. John had enjoyed it 
for a long time, fell at laft into the hands of the 
Teutonic knights. 

The fultan, after the taking of Margat, feized 
on the cattle of Laodicea, and was preparingTor 
the fiege of Tripoli, when he was made away by 
one of his principal emirs, called Melee, who took 
pofleffion of his throne, by the name of Melec- 

* P ntaleon l f 3. p. 85. 
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MefTor. This new Sultan, after he had fettled his 
authority in Egypt, re fumed his predeceflor’s deftgn 
of driving the Chriftians out of Paleftine, and laid 
fiege to Tripoli, which he carried by ftorm, and 
razied, as Melec-Sais had done Margat. He jnight 
have pufhed his conquers farther; but fe aping to 
draw all the forces of the weft upon his back, by 
fome new crufade, he made a truce with Henry II, 
King of Cyprus, who, after the dreadful cataftrophe 
of the Sicilian vefpers, had,, notwithftanding Charles 
duke of Anjou king of Sicily’s claim, got himfelf 
acknowledged and crowned king of Jerulalem, and 
■chafed the French prince’s lieutenant and troops 
Out of Paleftine *. 

Such was the fituation of affairs in the Holy 
Land ; of all the places which Godfrey de Bouillon, - 
and his fucceffars, had conquered, there was pot 
one left but the city of St. John d’Acre. All the 
Greek and Latin Chriftians, of different nations, , 
took refuge there ; and that which fhould have 
been for its ftrength, occafioned the weaknefs of 
the place, by the divifions which rofe between the 
chiefs of thefe different bodies, who all pretended * 
to be independent on one another. . 

The grand mailer of the hoipitallers, deeply af- 
fected with the lols of Margit, and the diifnal pro- 
fprtft of the utter ruin of Clirift? unity in the Holy 
Land, wenrinto the weft during the truce, in hopes 
of procuring fome fuccours from thofs* parts. He 
applied himlelf to pope Nicholas IV. wno was then * 
ki the ch tir of St. Peter, and reprelcnted to him, * 
in the moft moving terms, the extremity to which 
the Chriftians of Paleftine were reduced, and the 
waftt they were in of a powerful affiftance of troops 
and money. But all that he could obtain was about 


* Aptld Aeon urbem ne£hri* rvx Cvnri fcc’t fe coror.ad in prae- 
judicium regia Sicili*, in regem Jeiufalem ; ct quia id umplarii, tt 
fratres m*:p. talcs p-.rmifcrmt, res earurn et bona per Apuliam et ter- 
rain regni S. cilice in man a regia ctpiuntur, 
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1500 men, moft of them banditti and vagrants, 
without either courage or difeiplioe. The pope 
excused himftlf from furniftiing, out of his own 
treafury, the money necefiary for their pay ; fo 
that all the fruit of the grand matter's voyage was 
only fome marks of an empty compaffion, and let- 
ters of recommendation to fome Chrittian princes, 
which were n6t a jot more ferviccable ; befides, the 
ill fuccefs of fo many crufades, in which had perifh- 
ci an infinite number of princes, noblemen, and 
people of the weft, had exceedingly cooled the zeal 
and ardour of the Chrittians. The grand matter 
therefore could only bring back with him fome 
troops levied in hatte, which the Venetians trantt 
ported to the eaft on board their gallies. 

This weak reinforcement arriving at Acre, fen- 
ved only to augment the troubles and divifions 
there. The grand matter, worn out with age, but 
fiill more with grief, to fee no refource left for the 
faving of that little ftate, died loon after his return, 
happy in this, that he left the world before his or- 
de?i left Paleftine, and was not witnefs of the lofs of 


the Holy hand. 

This grand matter, during his government, and 
by advice of the council of the order, made feveral 
very ufcful regulations. It was he that prescribed 
the ralhion of the feal of the grand matters, and 
that ot the treasury or council. To him likewife is 
aferibed an article in the ttatutes, which forbids the 
knights to come with arms into the chapter, or in- 
to he place where the grand matter is to be cho- 
fen : and in the eighteenth title, there is a catalogue 
which the grand matter publifhed before he died, 
of the faults and crimes punifhabie with degrada- 
tion tiom the order. " * 

j The chapter, upon his death, chofc 

John de £ or their grand matter brocner John 
' — . V iliiers of the language of France. 

12 It was during his iriafterfhip, that 

fome 
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fome chriftian foldiers of the garrifon of Acre 
occafioned the breaking of the truce. We have 
obferved, that they were moft of them ban- 
ditti, and fellows picked up in different places, that 
had lifted purely out of idlenefs and libertinifm, but 
wanted both courage and difeipline ; and, as they 
received no regular pay, they went often out of the 
town in parties, roved over the country, and rob- 
bed both Chriftians and infidels without diftindtion: 
they had lately, in breach of the truce, plundered 
fome open towns of the Sarazens *. The fultan 
fent to demand fatisfadtion for the outrages of thofc 
who commanded jn the place, but there was no 
govtrnor in chief there at that time : the city was 
filled with Cypriots, Venetians, Genoefe, Phans* 
Florentines, Englilh, Sicilians, hofpitalltrs, tem- 
plars, and Teutonics, all independent on one ano- 
ther ; each nation took up a different quarter of 
the city, where they were cantoned without any 
Xubordination. The legate ^nd the patriarch with 
the clergy were alio intienched in a particular place s 
all this formed a confiderable body ot inhabitants, 
capable enough of defending the place, had they 
been united* > . 

But the jealoufy between fo many different na- 
tions, and the priva«e interelts of their 
chiefs, rendered them fuipedted and odious 1290. 
to one another ; and inftead of joining to* 
gether for the common good, if one nation propo- 
sed a n opinion, it was enough to make another re- 
jedt it. 1 hey often came to blows, fighting it out • 
with one another ; and this milerablc city contain- 
ed its woift enemies within its own walls; luch par- 
ticularly were a great number of the ioldicrs ot the 

* Mills' quingenti ftpendiadi in Ten* Sandte -TubfiJ um a pap® 

N c< iao m:i?i contra v.,iun*alcm ci' ium. itmp:. et i.'oipuahs militia, 
aim t» de Aeon excuntcs ntbas um f< Idano initas inumiuni, ct 
v<r us caf>lia et Saatemrum cpioa ii.curfanies, abfque mikr < < rctia 
Saracenos utnufque fcxii qu. s reprnunt, cctideiunt, qui pacific e tub 
trebis initis quicfcere k ere dc bant. Nangis 12S9. 
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garrifon, and moft of its inhabitants, being a crew 
blackened with the moft horrid crimes. Murders, 
afiMfinations, and poifonings, patted unpunilhed ; 
the criminals found always a fure afytum in the 
other quarters of the city, where they had not com- 
mitted their villanies. The corruption of manners 
was almoft general in all conditions, not excepting 
even thofe whofe profeffion obliged them to the 
ftritSbft continency. They gloried in vice, difguifing 
it under the name of human frailty, and there want- 
ed not men impudent enough publicly to avow that 
abominable fin which gives horror to nature *, fo 
that of all the people, whether Chriftians^r Maho- 
metans, that dwelt in Puleftine, the inhabitants of 
St. John d’ Acre pafled for the moft profligate. We 
muft not therefore be aftoniflied, if this confufed 
multitude of murderers, debauchees, and banditti, . 
refufed to give thelultan fathfa&ion, upon the com- 
plaints that he made, as the heads of the three mi- 
litary orders propofed. The infidels, upon this re- 
fufal, declared War agiinft men that were without 
a head, without an army, without forces, and nad 
no other view in taking arms, but to find impunity 
for their part crimes, and opportunities of being able 
to commit new ones. 

The fultan, being well informed of the divifions 
that reigntd in ^cre, levied a mighty army to form 
the fiege of the place, and drive the Latin Chriftians 
entirely out of ^*ria, but this prince died on 
1291. the road. It is faid, that he was poiioned 
by an emir, lieutenant general of his army* 
who flattered himfelf with hopes of lucceeding him 
on Ins death. The prince had however life enough 
left to caule him to be apprehended , the villain 
was drawn and quartered by his orders, and the 
fultan, before he expired, conjured prince Calil 
his fon, not to inter his corpfe, till he was matter 
of the city *. 

* Cbron, Cuih de Nangis, 

The 
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The army, upon hi death, proclaimed the young 
prince fuitan, by the name of Mtbec Seraf. He 
advanced immediately towards Acre, which he in- 
vefled on April 5th, A. D. 1291* his army is faid 
to have confided of 160,000 foot, and 60,000 
hoi fe. 

T he attacks were brifk and continual, and nei- 
ther night nor day did the infidels allow any reft to 
the befiegtd. They worked by Tapping, and car- 
ried on their mines, at the lame 'time that they bat- 
tered the walls with their engines for thi owing 
Hones, and all other machines of war that were 
then in ufe. As the fea was open, and the ChriftU 
ans had a greater number of vcflels in the port* 
mod of the inhabitants, efpeciallyof the richer fort, 
embarked with their wives, children, and belt ef- 
fects. Some fought am afylum in the ifle of Cyprus, 
and the reft took refuge in the ports of Greece and 
Italy. There remained only in the place about 
I 2,eoo regular troops, compoled chiefly of the hof- 
pitallers, templars. Teutonics, and lbrae fecular 
foldiers, that fought under the banners of the three 
orders. 

Henry II. king of Cyprus, who all this while ap- 
propriated to himfelf tiv title of king of Jerualem, 
landed in the port of Acre, at the head of 200 
horfe, and 500 foot *. This was but a weak rein- 
forcement againft the formidable power of the ful- 
tan ; and befides that chriftian prince was not very 
much in repute for his, courage, bo the garrifon, 
which law plainly they could not hold ouHong with- 
out a commander that was fldiled in the art of war, 
elected by common conlent brother Peter de Beau- 
jeau, grand mafter of the templars, a general of 
great experience, who had grown old in the com- 
mand of armies, to be governor of the place. Ne- 
ceffity of ftate, the trueft interpreter of merit, made 


* Chronic, Kangii ad ann. 1290. 
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them offer’ the command to him, and it was done 
even with the confent of the king of Cyprus him- 
felf, who, in a juncture of lucli importance, and 
fo full of dinger* was well contented to forget the 
title, which he had alway affected, of kiirg of 3^* 
rulalem. 

The fuhan tempted the grand matter with offers 
of immenfe fums, to which the templar made no 
anftver, but by (hewing a jutt indignation at the 
fultanY fancying him capable of littening to them. 
By his orders they made every day fallics^in which 
a vatt number of the infidels were dettroyed ; but 
notwithftanding this vigorous refiftance, the fultan, 
who did not want foidiers, ftill advanced his 
works ; he undermined, and at laft threw down fe- 
veral towers, and amongft others that which they 
called the curftd tower, which was looked upon as 
the fortrefs of the city. The infidels advanced //im- 
mediately to the ttorrri ; the king of Cyprus, that 
was potted there, made head againft them with hfe 
Cypriots; a great number of them fell in the ac- 
tion ; and the infidels would have carried the place, 
if the night coming on hard not put an end to the 
affault. - * 

The king of Cyprus, feeing that he fhould have 
the fame enemies, and in much greater numbers, 
to engage with the next day, defired the Teutonic 
knights to take his poft during the night, under 
pretence that his troops had need of reft after fo 
•rough an attack, and promifed that he would come 
in tht mining at break of day to relieve them. 
But/ upon qMtting the breach, he went diredfly to 
the port, embarked on board his fhipi, and jnade 
the beft of his way to his ifland. 

The irifiielsdid not fail the next morning tore- 
new he aftault ; the Mam a lucks, a refolute body 
of folde.s, mounted the breach, killed all that op- 
poled hem, overwhelmed the Teutonic knights 
with their vaft numbers, and penetrated into the 

very 
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very heart of the city. They already thought it 
their own, when, at the cries and noile both of the 
conquerors and the vanquiftied, the marfhal of the 
hofpitallers of f>t. John, by the grand matter's or~ 
ders, advanced at the head of a body.of his knights, 
and charged them fo brifkly, that they gave 
ground ; great numbers were {lain in this forced 
retreat, and the holpitallers pufhed feveral of them 
down headlong from the top of the breach into the 
ditch. 

The fultan, who did not value the lofs of a few 
battalions, fent, the next day, a frefh detachment 
to renew the atrack *. Never was there a more 
obftinate engagement ; the breach was carried and 
recovered feveral times; night alone parted the 
combatants. The infidels, dilcouraged at fo brave 
a refiftance, turned all their efforts on that fide next 
the gate of St. Anthony ; there they found the 
two grand matters, whole prefence alone feemed to 
make their knights invincible. The fight continu- 
ed a long time with equal warmth and fury: the 
Mamalucks and hofpitallers engaged hand to hand, 
and feemed ®f a general battle to have made fo ma- 
ny particular duels. No body appeared fenfible of 
danger ; every foldier would either conquer or die. 
But as the infidels were far more numerous than 
the Chrittians, there were at laft but few of thefe 
left for the defence of that poft ; and the marfhal 
of the holpitallers, a knight of great valour, falling 
with feveral wounds that he received at the fame 
time, the grand matter of the templar*^ add retted 
himfelf to the grand matter of the hofpitallers in 
thefe words : “ We can hold out no longer, (fays 

he), and the city is loft if you do not fail imme- 
“ diately upon the enemy’s camp, and find means 
“ to make a diverfion that may cool their warmth, 
€t and allow us time to fortify the poft we are de- 
“ fending.” 


* Sanut. 1 3. p, 12, 
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The grand matter of the hofpitallers, taking with 
him fuch of his knights as were able to mount on 
horfe-back, parted that moment, and Tallying out 
of a gate on the oppolire fide to that of the attack, 
flattered himfelf with hopes of furprifing the ene- 
my’s camp ; but they kept too good a gu^rd. The 
fultan, during the affaulr, had made all hi ^ cavalry 
mount : the grand matter, who had not 500 horfe, 
was attacked immediately, and obliged - to retire j 
and, as he entered the town again, he received the 
mortifying news, that the grand matter of the 
templars was jutt killed with a poifoned arrow; 
that moft of his templars were cut in pieces, and 
that the enemy was matter of the city, and putting 
all to fire and fword. As there was nothing 
1291. elfe 10 be done but, if pofiible, to fave his 
troops, he turned towards the port, though 
all the while purfued by the infidels ; and, putrmg 
a ' confiderable number of crofs-bow men in r o fome 
4)arks, under {hclter of the arrows, with which 
they were continually galling the fultan’s cavalry, 
he embarked, together with his hofpitallcrs on 
board a carrack belonging to the order, and arri- 
ved fafe in the ifle of Cyprus. Three hundred tem- 
plars, that had efcaped the fury of the infidels, en- 
deavouring to gain the port, were intercepted. 
Thefe gallant foldiers of Jelus Chrift, having tried 
in vain to break through the innumerable' croud of 
Egyptians that filled all the ftreets, threw thcmfelves 
into the tower of the temple, rcfolving to be buried 
in its ruins: feveral women belonging to the town, 
as well married as unmarried, had already taken 
refuge there. The templars barricado’d it imme- 
diately, and held out for lome days *. The fultan 
caufed the tower to be undermined, and the temp- 
lars finding it was only fupported by props of wood, 
which they might fet fire to every moment, agreed 


* Iiem Sanut, 1. 3 . 
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to quit it, on condition they would leave them a 
free paffage to the port, faciiita e their embarkation, 
and preferve the honour of the women. The ca- 
pitulation being figned, they opened the gates of. 
the tower : but no fooner were the firft ioldiers o*. 
the enemy entered, than they offered violence to. 
the females. The templars, enraged at their bru-. 
tality and breach ot faith, laid holdon their (words, 
cut thole infolent creatures in pieces, (hut the gates, 
and, though their lofs was inevitable, yet they 
would never hear a word of capitulating. The in- 
fidels, with fwords in one hand and ladders in the 
other, advanced to fcale the tower. The walls were, 
in an inlfant covered with foldiers, endeavouring to 
mount, but being undermined,, as we have laid,, 
the props failed, and the tower funk with a terrible 
crafh, burying the infidels as well as templars in it& 
ruins. The women fhut up in the tower had the 
fame fate, preferring an honourable death to the 
danger they would have run, if they had fallen in- 
to the hands of thefe barbarians, who were ffilL 
more odious to them for their brutality and debau-. 
chery, than they were for their cruelty. 

A whole convent of nuns, of the order of St. 
.Clare, did not come fliort of them in refolution. 

Thofe holy virgins disfigured themfelves after vari- .* 
ous and different manners, with more care than the? 
women of this age take to fet themfelves off with, 
unnatural colours. Some cutoff their nofes; others^ 
made terrible flafhts in their cheeks ; all of theta 
had their faces befmeared with blood ; and, in this - 
frightful condition, the infidels feeing no obje&s 
but what gave them horror, maffacred them with- 
out '.mercy, and, by their death, put thofe chafle 
fpouies of the Saviour of ^he world-out of the reach 
of their infolence. Above fixty thoufand perfons 
* either perilhed in St. John d’Acre, or were made 
flaves to the infidels. The fultan, to cut off all 
hopes from the weftern Chriftians of ever making ^ % 
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another fettlement in that city, razed it to the 
ground, with Tyre, Sidon, and all the cities which 
he had taken along the coaft. The hofpitallers, 
templars, and Teutonics, that were left in fome 
caftles belonging to them, Ifcing unable to makt 
any defence againft fo formidable a power, aban* 
doned them, and embarked for Cyprus, it is faid, 
that out of 500 templars, that behaved themfclvts 
i'o bravely in the defence of Acre, only ten efca- 
ped, who, getting into a bark, landed happily on 
the coaft of Cyprus. The Teutonic knights, find* 
ing fome vefiels, and not caring to flay any longer 
in the eaft, returned to Europe, and retired into 
Pruffia and Livonia, which their order enjoyed in 
abfolute fovereignty. But the hofpitallers and the 
few templars' that were left, in hopes of being able, 
by the help of fome crufade, to recover their foot- 
ing in the Holy Land, would not quit the neigh- 
bourhood of it ; and till fome new fuccour fhoiffl 
be brought from Europe, aud the knights of their 
order could be got together, their deputies obtained 
from the king of Cyprus the town of Limiflo f ora 
place of retreat, where they arrived. one after ano- 
ther, according as they could efcape the furious 
purfuit of the Sarazens. 

It was a very moving fpe&acle indeed to fee thefe 
brave knights come out of their vefiels, all over 
wounds, with looks fuitable to their fortune, and 
infinitely affli&ed at having furvived the uttei: lo/s 
of the Holy Land. 


End of 
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